CALL THIS APATHY?

A festive air in Manchester prevailed on election day,
though police fought valiantly to contain outbreaks of
grassroots politics. The theme of the day was not so much
‘don't-vote' as it's irresponsible to just vote when faced with
a problems that can't be dealt with by a corporate-driven
parliament. People are already fighting this powerlessness

in & world of different ways.

Starting the day was There's No Such Thing as a Free
Lunch’ proving us liars as free food was given away. The
message was self-reliance, however, as plants were
disributed - a practical way for people to disentangle
themselves from supermarket agriculture. Diners were
entertained by music & street theatre - which gave the
police a scare when a white-clad group entered the square
(“back up! back up!...cancel that sarge, it's street theatre").

Non voters have day of fun & action as
meaningless political circus rumbles on

To work off some of the food, merry pranksters headed off to banks, supermarkets, bookshops, train stations, coffee shops
and fast food merchants, with further uncontrolled outbreaks of popular control over consumer society. In banks that fund
dictators and arms deals blood was spilled in the cashiers’ trays, stopping any transactions; cash machines got ‘out of order’
stickers slapped on them. In a supermarket GM food solemnly defrosted in trolleys sprouting banners and leaflets. Burma

#
Anti-election extra!

Someone had stuck anti-election posters in
their window in North Manchester —
included swear words — someone
complained, a copper turned up and took
the posters. So the aggnieved citizen
sprayed ‘don’t vote' on front of their

house. Another complaint brought another
copper, for ‘ruining the ambience of the
area’

At Oldham jobcentre there was anti-election
leafletting on the Monday before the
election. They moved to Oldham Labour
Party office but found the windows already
smashed and boarded up — so they hung a
banner over the building. A copper warned
against going into Glodwick to leaflet (see
article on racism in Oldham) . Another
Labour office was occupied, despite
harassement and violence from party
officials. The police surrounded them and
ten were arrested when they later left the
building, They were held all day till the
Labour Party offices had closed (9pm). One
person is stll charged; at first with criminal
damage. later changed to assault.

In this month's Loombreaker

leafiets got inserted into holiday guides, and train ticket counters got besiegea
by people with 90% for 90% cards claiming their discount (see previous
Loombreakers for details of the 90% campaign). Nestle cafes were leafletted

Starbucks had free vegan drinks and cakes on offer outside, and a rival
free veggie burger stall called

NotDonalds did a roaring trade outside you-know-where.

Now obviously these threats to the very fabric of democracy had gone too far,
and with a Critical Mass bike ride threatening to end car culture as we know it
the police had had enough; it was time to protect the democratic system - pen
people in and crack their heads. After they went back on the route they'd
promised cyclists, they decided it was a much better ruse to pull people off
their bikes, threaten, arrest and then de-arrest after taking people's details, and
contain any remaining cyclists for two tense hours

Moving off at a funereal pace was - the State Funeral. Yes, the State is dead
democracy is dead (but we're alive). Less than half of the voting public turmed
out to vote on June 7”‘ — maybe they were doing something i11|_;r=- useful
instead? To the beat of a drum and a New Orleans-style J;a'.-' z band, the pal
bearers followed the four horses of the Eco-pocalipse and a 12 foot grim reaper
behind a "Call this Apathy?" banner, to the headquarters of the media machine
conspiracy...well, the BBC building on Oxford Boad. Here, the last will and
testament of the state was read out, after which a mighteous samba wake was
held, before revellers went to dine in a nearby park. Two arrests (one man for
fake blood in bottles found after a Section 60 search, and one woman for
indecent exposure), and not a line of press coverage (despite the journos having
been fed with an exeedingly large spoon..). It was a good day '
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nam and Burniey have deteriorated.
_ averyday racism of many locals,
with extreme-Right organising
e tion resulted in a worringly
*nyete for the British National Party in

“ntowns. Months of National Front

énc’ in Oldham town centre,

ncillors consenting with their sitence,
acrict attacks (including arson and fire-

Wﬂl.aﬂd police inaction — in effect
~one listening to the Asian

sommunities — led to an upnising in
IW. ICK,
. W_dotheright thing.

. Tne week after the election the NF were

i w by the cops to leaflet a 100%
white (Astan no-go) estate. There was

na racist attack on a school, where

residents and kids expelled from

=chool for racism came and atiacked

kids there. When the police

ally tumed up, they roughly

and then arrested the targets of

cks! (although ultimately arresting
ers). The following Saturday,

turmed up to the area adjacent to

and attacked Asian homes.

lection from this was offered by

ce or anyone else, and when

they were of course arrested,
of the fascists. The BNP

ed (white) pubs, then come
\clesing time tanked-up tossers shout
facist taunts. Some some pubs act as
fascist sanctuaries, that is why they
Were bricked in the uprising. The NF and
Combat 18 kept returning and retuming,
and the police did nothing, so eventually
the racists in uniform were given a taste
ol their own medicine while Asians rose
Up o prolected their areas. Police
atitludes were forced to change by this
inlifaga and the next time the fash turned
up they were heavy with them and polite
1focal residents. The fash were
Keatified and prosecuted. The council
only came out with platitudes, burying
ieirheads in the sand, with a white-only
ion visiting the Home Office, and a

police power and the anger of the oppressed.
Oldham and Burnley explode.

Belfast-style “peace line” (ie fence
be_tween white and Asian areas)
going up.

Burnley. Mississipi burning

The BNP have been working away in
Burnley for two years, worsening the
already long-existing institutional
racism and segregation. In Burnley
there are whites even more racist
and aggressive than in Oldham.
When an Asian taxi-driver was
attacked, the police again sat on
their hands — the ambulance took
half an hour to turn up, and rumours
were flying of fascists coming from
all over the country. People took
matters into their own hands.

Meanwhile the NF and other scum
are doing their usual tricks round the
country, going into towns and stirring
things up. They will be met by a mix
of police bans and anti-fascist
mobilisations, but remember that any
measure taken against them by the
State only makes the police more
powerful — and everyone knows how
racist cops and politicians are.
People organising at the grassroots
can defend themselves without the
police. Take control of our own lives,

Now the work of anti-racists in
Oldham is to prevent a fascist
councillor getting elected next May.
Leraflets are being distributed to the
estates telling people the truth —
remember, most white people did not
vote for the BNP — and come the
Autumn there will be a booklet
outlining the real story of what's been
going on, and a uniting celebratory
event.

¢ Contact Oldham United against

| Racism c/o Oldham Law Centre, |

Archway House, 3 Bridge Street,
Oldham OL1 1ED

The next Riotous Assembly (see
back page) will have an anti-rascist
theme — phone 226 6814 to check
detalls

Guiness - not going down so smooth
Mﬂiﬂ!ﬂof Homes for Change Co-op in Hulme are less than thrilled with Guiness Trust

ha}-op's dt\leiupmcnl partners After an overlong construclion process w here 25

)5

new flats angd workspaces have been built. the Trust might not now sell the building to

Fﬂ-np_ The €0-0p is planning a 3 phase negotialion/ pre

- = alis the Her

gm"glﬂmz:esmely more militant if Guiness do not make the dec
ontact Homes for Change (office), 41 Old Birley St Hulme - www

news

test against Guiness
is1on 1n their lavour

homesdchange.org

h'hemm'“‘% Hulme Garden Centre, just opposite Homes for Change. which had a very

- eeesstul open day recently. Open times are Wed Sat & Sun, 10am

Spm

-

DIARY

July

2 anti-deportation campaign meeting, 7:30,
Friends Meeting House, Mount Street; info
0161-740 8206

3 Riotous Assembly (see back page)

7 Unity anti-racist festival, 1-5, Choriton Park
7 Northern Anarchist Network conference,
10:30-5:30, Salem Community Centre, Salem
Street, Hebden Bridge; info 0161-724 1923
7 national march for the recognition of British
Sign Language,

7 'Renaissance’ - benefit night for direct
action in Manchester -laid-back party at the
OK Cafe (see inside for details)

7-8 Earth First! summer gathering working
weekend, 0161-226 6814 for transport

14 GM-free Wales rally, Flintshire, 0161-
226 6814 for transport/details

14 Drop the Debt rally, 2-3, St.Ann’s
Square, 0161-832 5253/273 3647 for what
placards & costumes to bring

14- Edinburgh Foot & Mouth - 1st leg of a
2 weekend resistance celebration. Street
party. Contact 226 6814 for info

14-21 climate change week of actions, any
info will be on 226 6814

16'90% for 90%' national day of action,
0161-226 6814 for Manchester plans
19-22 resist Campsfield refugee Detention
Centre, see under Asylum seekers article
21 - 23rd - GB Summit protests in Genoa -
OK Cafe info/films/trainings Genoa weekend
Special (see inside)

21 Moss Side carnival

28 Hulme Park festival

28-29 Animal RIghts GAthering in Kent -
phone 0845 458 0630 for info

AUGUST

1-5 Earth First! Summer Gathering, Peak
District; 0161-226 6814 for transport/info, or
www.eco-action.org/gathering

7 Riotous Assembly (see back page)

12 East Feast community festival, Phillips Park]
16-19 Welsh Green Gathering, tbc as police
block it; updates from 01267-267500
wggZ001@ukonline.co.uk

23-27 Green Up North: climate change
focus, Yorkshire; info 0113-224 9885,
GreenUpNorth@purpleturtle.com

Regulars:

Last Wednesday of the month: Libertarian
Socialist Discussion Group, The Vine Pub,
Kennedy St. 8pm. Ring (0161) 707 9652
MAP meets 1st Wednesday of month at the
Friends Meeting house, Mount St, city centre
7.30 pm., Contact (07951) 228981

For latest & more dates, visit the
Networking Newsletter website at
dialspace.dial.pipex.com/town/terrace
gdn22/NNP/
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Aruga! Bingley
Relief Road

The struggle continues against the new
government's intensified road construction
programme.

Bingley is just across the pennines in
Yorkshire, and the proposed new road has
been the subject of long protests (over 30
years), including a protest camp. The
contract to build the Bingley 'Relief’ Road
was let to AMEC on 22/3/01. Construction
work was scheduled to start on Monday 2
July, BETA (Bingley Environmental
Transport Association) organised a protest
march on st July, and asks for continued
support

For more information email:

a.j.plumbe@bradford.ac.uk
ASYLUM SEEKERS
Welcome here!

Manchester celebrated national Refugee
Week with a Refugee Cultural Festival, and
other educational events around Greater
Manchester. Again, the festival was a
vibrant, diverse and positive celebration of
the many refugee communities resident in
Manchester. There were art exhibitions,
films, music, poetry, dancing and other
performances, and a meal from around
the world. “From the inventor of the
contraceptive pill and the designer of the
Mini. to the founder of Marks & Spencer
and the first governor of the Bank of
England, UK society has been and
continues to be greatly enriched by the
skills and talents of refugees.”

Manchester Refugee Support Network -
232 7420 or email manchester@defend-
asylum.org Write to Manchester
Committee to Defend Asylum Seekers c/
o Immigration Aid Unit, 400 Cheetham Hill
Road, Manchester M8 SLE:

Meanwhile, in other parts of the country,
there have been protest camps and days
of action outside refugee fails’. Reports in
next month's Loombreaker. Also, July 79-
22 — resist G8 & Campsfield Detention
Centre, protest camp & actions. Details
from the WOMBLES on 07900-653990, or
gacampsfield@hotmail.com

Pool protesters fight
council sharks

The campaign to save the popular
Neptune's Kingdom swimming pool,
known locally as Gorton Tub, has so far
managed to prevent Manchester City
Council closing the pool. It is the only pool
in Manchester with beach access ideal for

those with mability problems.

Campaigners held a "Hug The Tub"
protest on 19" June. 50 people linked
hands round the tub and released
balloons. It was reported In @ hali-page
adicle in the Manchester Evening News

On Thursday 21st June there was & lobby
of the council 'scrutiny meeting.” The
protestors’ presence meant that whole
meeting was taken up with the tub, and
several campaigners got to speak. The
committee decided that it needed more
information, and again delayed closure
until its questions are answered.

Campaigners say the council are the
sharks threatening their pool, but warm that
they have a shark of their own...

For background info about the pool and
campaign, see the campaign web site at:

Mﬁ.gavggcnonugb.Irggsgrve.ca.p_k Tub

address and details available at:

www.manchester.gov.uk/leisure/im ap/

gortonnofilgnorth.htm

Contact details:
inf vedortontub.freeserve co.uk; lan

Allinson 0161 231 5827; Lynda Shentall
0161 223 9814;

NEWS FLASHNEWS FLASH

Miles Platting pool also under threat -
letters to your local councillors please

Riotous Assembly goes

all summer-y

August's event on the 7th, will be a fun
packed social event - a time to get
together with all those like minded
people in Manchester, have a drink and a
chat. The night will kick off with a film or
music on the theme of racism in Britain

today, with an eye to sparking informal

prablems in Oldham, Bumnley and other
northern towns. See right for venue, but
be warned - this is no meeting, this is

Labout the revolutionary idea of pleasure!
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