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Ticket to Ride (part Il) - 90% for 90%

In mid-March, about 25 intrepid travellers set off from Piccadilly
for Blackpool. Before the journey commenced we wondered
how far we should take the action - give names and addresses?
get arrested if they decide to get heavy and call in the Transport
Police? some people give in and pay while others refuse, or all
stand tagether?

It turned out that none of this discussion need have taken place
Two of the group went off to find the conductor and explained
to him what we were doing - "A call for a 90% cut in public
transport fares... 0 make public transport affordable . . . to
start making changes . . . that bring 2 90% cut in greenhouse
gases” - before he had chance to go around to ask for tickets.
After a long discussion with him about the terrible state of the
railways, him pointing out various problems along the route and
how it is surprising that there aren't more accidents, he decided
that he was not going to collect any tickets on this journey and

gave us his support.

We then used the cpportunity of having a captive, usually bored
audience, on the train to hand out our littie 'tickets’ and some

leaflets briefly explaining the impact of road transport as a source
of carbon dioxide. The response from other rail passengers was
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March 20th saw demonstrations in Leeds and Manchester outside
DT1 offices in order to bring attention to the latest round of the

World Trade Organisation talks where the General Agreement on
Trades in Services (s under discussion.

0ld LAGs in Week of Action

Genetically modified organisms in animal ‘gr_--: have been 4
by many big supermarket chains recently, but the might,
corporation still continues to unioad tonnes of GM
the Liverpool docks. Cargill is _:\otorrous:'-,- unc:
even government opinion and its status as
largest food handlers has often given it great f
Therefore the newly-formed Liverpool Aga_:ngt
held a week of actions in the first week of M
Sainsburys supermarket (which still refuses to go GM-fr
leafleted, there were processions by various mutants
the city centre and also through the town of B
the docks). A meeting between LAG delegates
people showed up the inability of the company tc _
policy against argument, and it all ended up with a part
Sunday night. .
r more information the Corporate Watch briefing “Cargill: Arrogane:
ncorporated’ is excellent - and available free on-line,
.corpaoratewatch.ong/ or ring (01865) 791391,

rek

These talks are aimed at reducing what
multinationals call ‘barriers to trade’ and
would alfow them unlimited access to
foreign countries services sectors.
Governments entering into this round of
negotiations are under great pressure to
liberalise their service sectors o allow
foreign ‘investment’ and ownership of
such fundamentals as provision of water;
electricity and health care. Whilst these
are potentially very lucrative to
multinationals aiming to expand their
control over the worlds vital resources,
what will it mean for the people of the
poorer countries where they would
operate?

The main concerns are that control of
these essential services would be wrested
from the governments of those nations,
leaving them further from the contro! of
ordinary people. GATS would effectively
leave them with no power to impose
 Workshops on debt, trade and the yawning |
international gap between rich and podr are to |
be organised by Friends of the Earth, the ,
World Development Movement and People and |
\For more info and action see www.wdm.org.uk

To contact Mor WDM: 0161 225 7321
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environmental or social regulations on
multinationals operating in their countries.

Under the guise of pramoting efficient
provision of these vita/ services,
multinational corporations and Western
governments with large service sector
companies stand to gain massively if
developing countries sign up to the WTo
GATS rules. The stark reality is however
that once committed, '
threat of trade sanctions for governments
seeking to throw out poorly performing
companies. There has been ljttle public
debate and awareness of these issyes
and very little comment from the )
Department of Trade and Industry
Hmmm.

Are You Really Listening?

“We want to take our services with us
wherever we choose. We believe that
everyone fias a right to be free regardless
of cost. There /s a lot of talk from
politicians about listening so we are asking
you to meet with us and listen... Your
presence will be appreciated as will your
absence be noted.” Direct Action
Network

As the Loombreaker goes to the Disabled
people’s Direct Action Network (DAN) is
aiming to take politicians to task in
Westminster. DAN have used tactics o
non-violent civil disobedience to further
their aims and are prepared to use them
again if necessary, As the Election
approaches they are concerned that m any
MP’s and prospective. MP's have no idea

how some of our people from the disabled
community exist today in the 21st

century. They are calling for
the institutionalisation of disabled people
and human rights abuses paid for by
successive governments against the
disabled community. The latest js that
they are being singled out under the
‘Charging for Services” consultation to pas
rvices t W,
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are being cl
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r and Legal Support

| mavement that does not sy, t%s political
sham movement™ Ojore Lutalo, political prisoner.

th March a sec
h @ second 'noise demo’ was held i
outside

son in support of framed activist Mark Barnsley who
mt:fafi to a warmer cell (see Loombreaker's 16 &
ges conspiracy to burgle’ against the 16 people
n raiding Sheffield Crown Prosecution Service in
ﬂ:ﬂ; have been dropped, suggesting the whole affair

0 much of a hot potato for the authg to
Another noise demo is planned for the 22" April, see

.

Himiin has been on remand for six weeks for alleged
age to quarrying equipment at Nine Ladies quarry.

ILawaon (known to many of us as ACAB) is on
g been arrested, with outstanding warrants for
police, on the Smash Genetic Engineering action.

US Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, who gave a talk in Mass Side

(Loombreaker 10), has received a 6 month suspended
along with Elamnn McGee and Mikail Musa Muhammad
attanoga 3. The three were wrongfully convicted on

, 2001, of disrupting a meeting of the Chattanooga

. Amnesty International have issued a report
g police brutality following the 526 day of action
World Bank and the IMF (see Loombreaker 15).

sben - a report from the frontline
I are the movement of nuclear waste between nuclear
ons and reprocessing plants or storage sites such as Sellafield in
Hague in France and Gorleben and Ahaus In Germany, Gorleben
- and area are bywords for resistance in Germany: [ast
transport happened there 9000 people blocked the road for
facing water cannons and extreme police violence, This time
nina coalition had drafted their toughest police, the Berlin “bone

" and the train was to be pushed through as fast as possible using
means necessary. The trepidation and excitement I felt were
entirely on arrival in to Luneburg train station. Lines of riot pqllce
and more police vehicles than I could count mixed with

It all seemed crazy like a war zone with the police

1ed up and hundreds of punks chanting while old ladies in rainbow
mpers pointed the way to the free coaches back to camp.

#n squatted thelr schools so activists could stay there, the farmers
tractors and used them to block the road. The tractor blockade
ted by a parade of tractors which blocked almost every major
around Dannenburg, whereupon the police came to smash them
elr tanks . They didn't try to move them, just smash them.

intly this happens every time. The police had it far from their own
though, even though they had half the police from all of Germany.

y were working a without break for over 24 hours.

people were themselves all on the street/rails blockading the police or
n. We delayed the transport by 26 hours, people locked onto the
fug them up in places and just plain got their way at every turn.
aunt it cost to push the transport through Is estimated to be In the
of deutschmarks and the political cost for the government has to be

Site r*‘wvm.germv.lndvmedia .org/
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16 March and relly against the ‘Son of Star Wars', meet Ellerbeck (A169, Bm
south of Whitby), 10am - contact (01287) 660067 ar email Or contact Gr Mc
& Dist. CND for transport detalls (0161) 273 8283.

21 CIA, Cambridge In April, protest against the abuse of humans, animals
and the planet. See . Meet 11am, Cambridge train station.

21 World Lab Animal Day, National Demo at HLS. Phone (07931) 586826

21 Oppose the NF march in Leicester. Contact: 07949 312668 or
nafanotts@yahoo.co.uk for detalls or 07549 197548 for transport

22 Make Some Nolse in support of Mark Bamsley, meet 12 noon at Wakefield
Westgate train station. Ring 226 6814 for transport.

28 ‘Acting Locally: Exposing the Myth of the Global Economy’, 10am - 4pm,
Mer University Student Union, Oxford Road, Ring (0207) 737 6215

28 Save the Newchurch Guinea Pigs, national dema at Dariey Oaks,
Newchurch. Contact MAP (below).

29 'Big Nose Day’ - vigil against economic sanctions on Irag, contact CASWI
/o Gr. Mer & Dist. CND (as above) or Mcr EF! 226 6814

30 The Aldermaston Women Trash Trident trial ( see Loombreaker 17) 2t
Manchester Crown Court (postponed from 3rd April).

May

1 Mayday! (see article, backpage).

2 Balfour Beatty AGM. Contact the Ilisu Dam Campaign o 01865 200 550

3 BAE Systems AGM. Shareholder Infiitration anc demo. Contact CAAT
enquiries@demen.co.uk 0207 281 0297

4 -6 NoStar Wars: An International Conference to Keep Space for Peace,
Leeds. Contact GN Conference, Yorks CND, 22 Edmund St., Bradford; email
cndyorks@an.apc.org

10 - 15 Trident Ploughshares Disarmament Camp outside Aldermarston
Nuclear Bomb Factory. Ring (01639) 700580 or email oney@gn.apc.org

14 - 20 West Papua Week of Action against US oil giant Jet / Conoco,
Contact OPM SG, 43 Gardner St., Brighton; email opmsgbrighton @yah0o.00. UK,
or ring 226 6814 for local action

mid-May Maysquat, Not a doss, not 2 festie, just & cracking squat action with
fong term prospects. C/o 2 St. Paul's Road, London N1 20N,
BigMayHotSquat@excite.com

Regulars:
Last Wednesday of the month: Libertarian Socialist Discussion Group, The Ving

Pub, Kennedy St. (off Fountain St.), 8pm. Ring (C161) 707 96
MAP meets 1st Wednesday of month at the Friends Meeting house, Mount St,
city centre, 7.30 pm. Contact phene no: (07951) 228981

The Return of the Jedi

On Aprif 1 6‘m (Easter Monday) there will be a aemo at Fylingdales early
warning tracking station in North Yorkshire, The American military want to
use and upgrade Fylingdales as part of thesr p roposed Nabional Missile
Defence (NMD) system and the British Governmernt has agreed o this
NMD is bad enough. The existing stockpile of nudiear weapons pases
overwhelming problems already, and the cost of arms profileration in afl
sense will be born by the poorest, not the rich. But NMO [s only one part
of 3 weapons system that the Pentagon wishes to introcuce that also
indludes Theatre Missile Defence (TMD) and which would allo
military to surround and attack anyone with forward aeg
systems co-ordinated with satellite surveillance and sp
weapons, effortlesly targetting military bases,
countries, The trillion dollar cost of TMD takes son
well beyond defence against tiny rogue natons.
instance, was an official enemy; then the need for TMD v
all. This is in fact the main reasen why the Bush acminist
all for TMD - is trying to get so fired up about the rema

gee Loombreaker 16 for more info or contact Greater Manchester CNDon .|
0161-273 8283 emall: gmdend@gn.apc.org website: www.cnduk.org/ |

AGM News - Dirty Deals & Dodgy Dams
They supply arms to murderous westem dlient regimes such as Turkey
Indonesia and Saudi Arabia; they furnish Trident subs anc
UK’s principal trader in depleted uranium weapons, so t
questions to ask of the board of directors of BAE Systems (
Aerospace). The forthcoming AGM on May 3rd in London offers
opportunity to do just that, as well as create all kinds of mayn
See diary for details. www.caat.org.uk/
March 14th saw actions across the country in support of the day of actio
against the Ilisu Dam in Turkey, which will displace thousands of Kurds an
will be built by Balford Beatty. They also have an AGM s00n.0n May 21
Contact the Tlisu Dam Campaign an 01865 200 550 for detail
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 You in a Bad State?
ghb?;:mm&mmwfaplw

work out how we are to dispense with (& And
remember, Mayday is aiso Beltane which pre-dz

capitalism by 2 good few years, celebrating as it
does, creation and the mother of all known living

bad for your or an.

cruelty, but so long.as the wages'get paid - and  Plans for Mayday actions are underway.
@ week or 3 month of réspite gained from Contacts: Q7977 760842 or 225 6814
penniless stress and anuety - the job, it ssems See also www,mayday2001.org/ or
will get done. Y www. maydaymonocpoly. net/
Zapatismo - an Intuition, not Colombian Cosmology
an ldeology

Naka Mandinga and Rosana Cuama from the
Black Communities Process (PON) came to
Manchester from the Paalfic region of Colombia
last month as part of 3 European-wide tour to
campaign against Plan Colombia (see
Loombreaker 17), and to present their proposed
alternatives. They made over 6 talks, planted 2
PCN tree and salsa-ed with the CEO of BR.
Putting forward a philosophy similar to that of
the Zapatista’s, Naka explained & world view
where communities are governed by horizontal
structures, and power s not something to be
conguered as for the armed actors on the left
and right of the political spectrum. He
condemned neoliberal models of development
wihich would convert the world into &
Supermarket, giving the exampie of a farmer
going out and to shoat a gua que (Colombian
eguivalent of a rabbit), to then sell it in town to
buy a tin of sardines.  Whife fighting for the
recognition of black rights and cultural values.
Naka and Rosana also spoke about the respect
for difference as one of the most important
elements of their belief system. They were
shocked by the fack of real participatory
democracy in Europe- Rosana sustained a
rubber bullet in Davos -and talked about the
need to establish joint struggles with
autonomous groups in the West who are
apposing the same enemies. Future projects
include a mobile radie station and interna tional
presenice in Colombia. There is also a proposed
action on 196h April. The Carrumba Collective will
conbnue to campaigr this issye.

Riotous Assembly in March Included 2 new video
from the US on the Zapatista movement In
Mexico. The EZLN (Zapatsta Army of National
Liberation) are topical at the moment and made
it on to the front covers of newspapers
worldwide at the end of March when the
masked guerrillas left the forests of Southemn
Mexico and marched to Mexico Gity. Greetad by
200,000 Mexicans they aimed to increase public
awareness and pressure on the Mexican state
o demilitarise Chiapas and recognise indigenous
rights. The EZLN first appeared in Chiapas in
1994, when it occupied several of the state’s
major towns in opposition to the racist and
economically exploitative policies of the Mexican
government. The date also marked Mexican
entry into the North American Free Trade Area,
a US-dominated free trade alliance which further
threatened land and labour rights in Mexico. The
EZLN have not engaged in aggression since, yet
Chiapas remains saturated with soldiers who,
along with right-wing paramilitaries, carry out
appalling human rights abuses. Multinational
corporations from the USA, Europe and Japan
also have considerable interest in Chiapas and
the erosion of 1and rights because of the state'’s
rich natural resources, including ol and
biodiversity. The Zapatistas are a markedly
internally democratic movement, having made
sigriificant improvements In the position of
women within their base communities and
deveioped inciusive methods of decision-making
/For more info-see www.indymedia ora, ok, or
\Jwww.chigpasiink ukgateway.nat/ b
"For mare detalls contact p

Big Nose Day or BOX 23, 22a Beswick Street, MERGH Bride-5 MIl|,
< i i 4 o S .

X There & to be a national week of, Zc‘r:.fan 2gainst economic

(\ sanctions in Iraq from 23 to 2997 Apri, culminating in a
rally in Leeds on the 28‘5' and a Big Nose Day in London

on the 29'7', which i atherwise a Robin Cook look-a-like Finnochio action,

Bang a fake beard and huge nose. See diary:

www. voicesuk. freeserve.co. uk/

Contact gmdend@an.apc.org. uk or ring 273 8283

Asylum Seekers Welcome Here

The "Hands Off Asylum Seekers’ demo in Manchester on Saturday 7t April
was very well attended in spite of the pouring rain, with coaches coming
from as far away as Birmingham. Over 1,500 people marched to the
Peace Gardens and heard lots of speakers, There were no arrests, Our
ple-desenving fiend Jack Straw seems to think that fleeing persecution and
seeking asylum means you deserve locking up. There are already 330
OTS0N Miales allocated for asylum seekers but that's not enough for Straw

-

who has ordered 500 more,

/Contacts; Comnities to Defend Asyium Seekers al Manchester Belefend:)
agytum.org or Immigration Aid Unilt at gmiau@ein.org.uk !
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