Spring is here
and the sweet
scent of
Revolution is

floatmg in the

axr...

May 1st is a waditional day of celebratu:m ] ,

festival of Beltane. It is also International Warkers Dayin |

memory of the “Haymarket Martyrs”, anarchists who |
were wrongfully executed in 1889 in Chicago. In May
1968 revolution erupted on the streets of Paris, This year
the latest in a series of global days of action against
capitalism (after J18 and N30) has been called for
MayDay

‘anchester is joining in the fun.

Meet at 2pm in
Piccadilly gardens (by
the Queen Vic statue)

for an afternoon of

“revolutionary

mayhem”, fun and
games...

Down with Empire. Up with Spring!

Inside:




know NatWest are being targetted
because of their £24.5m loan to
notonous vivisectors Huntingdon Life
oo

In Manchester an activist climbed onto
the roof of a building oppasile the bank
and played (very loudly) a tape of HLS
warkers beating up beagle pups. The
police were unable or unwilling to do
“anything and within half an hour the
‘bank had closed. It remained so for
‘the rest of the day.

There has also been a demonstration
against the Grand National (where 4
horses died this year) on 6th April.

The campaign against Newchurch
jular demos and night vigils. See
diary.

Thiere have been very large demas/
‘occupations in Leeds and Southport,
the latter took place after the annual
Waterioo Cup harecoursing bloodbath.
Aclions are taking place every
Saturday to keep the pressure on
NatWest. To getinvolved or formore
info contact Manchester Animal
Protection on 07831 586826.

Mobile Phones Drive
Campaigners Up The
Wall

Campaign for Planning Sanity have
faunched a campaign o encourage the
public to lobby local councillors, and
candidates in this years local
elections to ensure that the laws
relating to Telecommunication Masts
are changed to ensure that that masts

One of the most controversial aspects

Hil Fidelity...

ivi ter Earth First! finally got their act together and [(}_L'T\ 1r .
mmsﬁ;m:dnﬂ:zer threat from the plans of Occidental lo T‘l::am;w];] :|:|.1 !.rrl
tribal homeland . On Friday 17th March eight people called round 0 . ra {.;h.m;{.lr e
Investments - the worlds largest mutual investment ﬁrm_ anda ma{cu :,h. . .m.'):q;er i
words to put forward about the situation. Staff at the office were caug [o -'»';m. fq
a-mob wandered around the office, locked on 10 delicate computer equipment and fa

filing systems.

olice who sped around en masse arnving within five to 1

office manager called the pi ) :
pr it reacon e ¢ anal House and 16 TAG officers jump

i lice vans parked up outside Ship C ;
:L:Tg:]eé':ﬂ;fg:feeel in th[; center[:nf Manchester’s financial Idistnlct. e_:tl,ract:ng a r<_)[ of a.‘ltf;- |r1l-l.--.n-
Other activists held up a banner outside the building denouncing Fidelity _and handed _0“ : ;; .l..__l .'.-- r
Network ieaflets, along with some home made Fidelity shares in grief, pain, suicide, war, hL y dw?h ;
genocide, The protestors were finally ejected from the bullding after about an hour and am al » d ik
hiding In a stationary cupboard and wedging a rubber stop under the door) and leaving behind a disma

computer monitor and stand.

ntied

ing project infuriating

The latest news from Columbla is that a court ruling has forced a temporary halt to _the drill i
both Occidental executives and olly politicians who stand to gain a fortune should the project go ?h:‘:alc“ The
struggle is riot over however, and Occidental are appealing against the decision Currently some 2700 U'wa
local farmers, students and union members have rallied to support the U'wa, following 2 brut:{l attempt by the
Columbian milltary to clear an occupation of the test drill site that lead to the death of three U'wa children
proteslor's are obstructing Oxy's construction works on the Gibraltar 1 drill site in Northeast Colombia th
peaceful protest, blockading the only route out to the Samore block test site. Fidelity have been subjecte

e

he

massive and co-ordinated direct action campaign, particularly in the States where U'wa leaders have now visited
Fidelity executives and scores of offices have been occupied and picketed. US Vice-president and Occidental

shareholder Al Gore is also being targetted on the presidential campaign trail as U'wa supporters put to the test
his claim that he is the people's environmental champion. If you want to discuss the potential effect of adverse
publicity on the value of your investments you can call Fidelity 3 32 0446. See www.ran.org for more
about the U'wa's, Occidental and Fidelity Investments, or contact 2

More Civil Liberties RIP

As if the Terrorism Bill, the
Freedom of (Dis-)information Bill
and the newly enacted Asylum and
Immigration Act were not enough,
fresh evidence of the
establishments’ repressive frame of : - :
mind has come to lightin the : : L : £F -

1 OPrue TERRORIST BILL

Investigatory Powers Bill, The Bill
will basically provide the State with
powers to covertly monitor and
eavesdrop upon any form of
electronic communication (fax,
websites, email, phone etc), so
formalising already existing
practice, but also enabling the
authorities to demand, on pain of
severe penalty, passphrases and
encryption codes that they are
unable to decipher,

‘ertor Bill=Terror State

So why exactly were there so many f*cking
coppers out on Market Street? (see op.)

Once again the government is
reversing the burden of proof for
offences committed under the Bill
{including forgetting your
passphrase - guilty until proven
innocent if charged, two year

Security Pervert Alert!

As they say, the power of authority

! tracking syst ing to Dave
lies heavily in knowing and recording o Capeintris ok b

Walsh, a senior project manac

sentence) and so quielly everything about you; name “
suspending habeus corpus. For address, date of g‘mr{, tax al:ld ° Rt qually ks exactin y
wﬁzﬂhﬂ%ﬂlbgﬁpond tothe  insurance details, passport and Our spies have seen the system at
oo, agroupcalled Stand  national insurance numbers, work in Bootle Street police. P
i fax” er ’; m gateway foryou fingerprints, DNA and so on. Not and inform us the car:g r e
4 meymattar b your ;hou_ghls that this wouild have anythingtodo  200m in to i il ;S }:q',
! s!ar;d o m:fe etails with ll_me current proliferation of head shots from a dlr:! : E,;r_.::lh-
www.stand.org.uk orcontact  surveillance technology. hund 1 Ak
stand@stand.org.uk undred metres or more
- Have you ever noticed th i
This month is the anniversary of ced Ihose large Serious criminals can be assured
I nw mmm ssured
the Poll Tax riot (and we're proud high in the cﬂy"‘gﬂ::;"::d up on however, that apart from the obvious
1o say same of us STILL haven't City Council anchester  use of protecting property, the
paid! ), the Sirangeways uprisin ncil now boasts a new system is mainly f King
G pided 91 system of high-resolution colour cety ke
original Loombreakers....| yith 56 cameras planned +  blaggers and discretely eyeing up
and i_l-wera-a_ll green fields round cover the whole of t?al ntotalto  youngwomen, or is it that
e Manchester, The :::tem also S e i cloine
i : that the operators have nothing
= ZPPEArs 1o incorporate an automated  better to do? Surelynot.
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30 Seattle; A16 DC; $20 Prague!

,,& an of global capital (worki bankers, econo
and

financiers) are expected to come to Prague on 28.28th

“September ta attend the 55th annual sumimit of the International

d Monetaty Fund and the Worki Bank, This i the first meeting of the warid
oconomic elit to be held in Contral and Eastem Eurape

The events in Seattie at the WTO meating last November showed (hat a
huge wave of global resistanca is rising against the expanding power of

olobal capital. Tha IMFAVE summit in Prague will be our next big

opportunity to axprass our demands for global justice. A sarfes of events
will culminate in ten days of activities starting on 20th September such
s nonsvinlent demonstrationg, info campaigns, a Festival of Artand

~ Resistance and a counter-summit,
We will ba damonstrating our solidarity with the global resistance

movement and your moral and material support is neaded. Financial

contributions are particulady cruclal,
More information:

hitpAmR000. webjump.com
Emal Prague2000_cz@hotmail.com,

On the 16th April there will be demonstrations in Paris as part of the
“Intemational ‘Mobllisation for Global Justice'. The particular focus of this
‘ovant Is on Washington DC as we approach the run-up to the World Bank
and IMF meatings in Washington on 16-17th Apdl. If you would like to go
Eurostar (0990 186 186) run frequent joumays from London and can

usually offer a fare of batween £69 and £89,

Ex-Black Panther in Manchester

Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin was a Black Panther activist in the States. He was

operation,
activists. Ha fled to

WMﬁuﬂmmmmimmwmmm by

to advocate of black consciousness and curmently
. mmmw after being beaten and amested by police in
. Come

| Strlke While the Iron is Hot
m-mmumtﬁgmt; onal
i muwmm -mmm

hhmlmmmummwmm In prison, he
 Staynd active, acting .lmmuﬂmﬂwmn::gu&
brutality, and contin

o o uing

evants
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The Loomireakers wern
Lancashire weavers who
smashed the machines that

destroying their liv w.rh\\i< AN
communities

The Loombreaker comes from the
Free Information Network tradition
sproading news the mainstisam
media won't print

Big Thanks to all who sant us
articles, send us your stuff by the
end of the month for inclusion in
the next Loombreaker

Pick it up FREE from: Frontline
Books, 255 Wilmsiow Road
Rushoime: One World Centre
Caentral Street, near Central
Library: Mistys Café, Longsight
District Cantre, Stockport Road
Café Pop, Qlgham Streal
Piccadilly; Unicorn Grocary, 49
Albany Road, Charfton; Pankhurst
Cantre, Nelson Street, near MR
Withington Wholefoods,
Wiimslow Road; Wesley Cafe
Royce Road, Hulme; University
Precinct Centre, Oxford Road
Salford Uni Campus

I you live outside Manchester
sond us a stamp for each issue
youwant. Prisoners and local
action camps get it free - just send
Us your address.

The Loombreaker
¢/o Manchester EF!
Department 29,
288, Wilmslow Road, Manchester
Mid SLw
0161-226 6814
Fressane oLk

Interested in

taking action?
Come to the Rlotous Assemdy oo

animals, avd

avonts each first
of the month, 7.30 pm.




