Okasional Café take the Hacienda!

June 1999, the Okasional Café made its entrance into Mancunian history. The legendary and world

: club the Hacienda was squatted to raise money for the after-effects of the recent and very successful

- "Reclaim the Streets’ action, (see issue 1 for details). The free party was to raise money for the soundsystem that

- was impounded on the day, for the potential court costs of the arrested, and to fund future ‘Reclaim the Streets’

its. However, our fine upstanding Greater Manchester constabulary decided that partying was a crime, and
to either arrest, or beat the living crap out of anyone who got in their way, (or both!!).
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es of squatting is never let
in... so we don’t! All the
d, and the crowd grows
furn up, some on
crowd away from

y and yet again, the forces of authority
}ga;the lucky few hundred inside
and managed to get every-




cting . ﬂm the airport want to
" cut down_forthemit work better. The legal case
hanbm thrown out of the house of Lords so there is
Tow a continuo ﬂ!mat@tmcuons Backmthe woods,

ST 'f-mlum.'lhe e roods
still*s’lmwe 5o far and there’s a good atmosphere on
- camp. They particularly need visitors now - the more

-pe@le them, the Ianger it will take to evict them.

Northern Green Gathering

111 be between
ern Green Gathering wi
&ezgf?:gxﬂe 1* August. A Yorkshire farm is the
setting for five days of activities: workshops, entertain-
ment, healing, stalls and cafes. Tel 0113 224 9885.

FREE MUMIA ABU JAMAL

Mumia Abu Jamal has been on death row for over 16
years after having been framed for the k'illmg of a Phila-
delphia police officer. He has campalgqed t.lrclessly
against racism and oppression through out his prison sen-
tence. The world wide movement to save him from ex-
ecution is growing, tens of thousands of people demon-

strated in Philadelphia and

San Francisco on 24th

The Big Day Out

A chance to take direct action against ecological de-
struction and TARGET TARMAC! - JULY 17th,
somewhere in the Midlands.

The bastards Tarmac have a history of destroying some
of the most beautiful places in the country - Twyford
Down, M65, M77, Runway 2, and provided roadstone
for the Newbury bypass, and built the silos at
Greenham Common nuclear base.
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| how ‘green’ they are! We

April. There have also been
protests around the world.
The next nine months wi]]
be critical for his life. By the
end of the year he will be in
the federal courts. This will
be his only chance to
present the witnesses and

obtain the evidence that

were denied him by the

Pennsylvania courts.

TR N There will be a week of ac-

¢ tion for Mumia Abu Jamal

September 19-24.

Write to Mumia Abu-Jamal,

AM 8335, SCI

Greene,, 1040 East Roy

Furman Highway,

Waynesburg, PA. 15370.
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‘Manchester Animal Protection

Animal Protection(M.A.P.) are currently
g the NatWest bank because of their association
orious animal testing laboratory Huntingdon Life
(HLS). HLS are still in deep financial trouble
an undercover investigation in their main
Cambridgeshire, where workers were se-
| routinely beating up beagle puppies. As a
ost many of their major clients and their share
eted. They were on the verge of liquidation
> were given a loan of £24.5 million from the
. NatWest are keeping them in business.

‘month M.A.P. have attended around 20
ches in the North West. In Manchester’s
branch, about 30 activists gathered out-
‘Several were smartly dressed and they
and joined the queue. As each reached
they demanded to speak to the man-
move. Soon every cashier point was
k effectively paralysed. Someone
phone exactly how NatWest
y, while others distributed leaf-

Interested in taking action?

Come along to the Riotous Asssembly (formerly the ac-
tivists networking meeting). Bring ideas, events, join in
dicussions.... - direct action campaigns, taking on the
bosses, grassroots resistance, defending communities,
earth, animals, and fun!

On July 6th there will be a discussion on June 18th; in
August there will be a talk about Kosov@,

7:30, at the Yard Theatre, opposite the Junction pub,
Royce Road, Hulme, first Tuesday of each month. Next
one: 6th July

To find out what direct action stuff’’s happening around
the country, subscribe to the Earth First! Action Up-
date, 0113-262 9365, or SchNews, 01273-685913

Reclaim the Streets - Update
A local Hulme mother has recently been arrested, ac-
cused of violent disorder at the Manchester RTS in April.
The rest of the people arrested at the RTS are in court
on 2nd August

Meet at the Magistrates Court, Crown Square at 10am
to support them.

Earth First! Summer Gathering

Thisis a space for all activists involved in or interested

3 in environmental direct action to come together, learn
new skills and plan campaigns. The gathering will be
i, jﬁcmmgonnetworlungandskiﬂshanng this year, with

avy discussions left til the Winter. It will be from Au- -
mzsm somewhere in East Anglia. For info
10113 2629365. There should be transport from
ster, mm&u nearer the time.
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made with an Okasional Cafe symbol on it which worked really
well - it was easy to find other Manchester people.”

“Bven if no one had turned up we would still have achieved lots
because loads of people didn’t go to work. The samba band gave
really good energy. It was quite entertaining to watch the police’s
facial expression when their own tactics were used against them.
It was fun dancing round the police and the flag was great.”

“I did an action in Lloyds Bank. It was very successful. There was
a lot of energy and the aim of the event was largely achieved. 1
didn't quite agree with the aggression expressed through actions
like the McDonalds one. There are other more intelligent and ef-
fective ways of expressing it.”

“The City of London got a bit of it's own medicine back, “Do as
You Would be Done By”, that famous Friday. You trash the
world...? We're going to party and protest in your face! Loved
the spontaneous targetting of some of the biggest baddies, like the
Futures Exchange, loved the party spirit, the Samba band, and the
strength of the crowd faced by police violence. The Manchester
training day & wide range of experience did good on the day, with
us being there when it counted time and again. Imaginative use
of smoke and fire extinguisher ‘cloud’ too, bricking up an en-
trance to the futures exchange, McDonalds getting gutted & the
till cash just chucked up in the air, and some cool smaller actions
in the morning, with transport routes into the Square Mile getting
targetted, amongst other things, all made for a fun day. More of
the same please! I'll be going to the Tarmac national action day
on the 17th July, to meet up with people again, and we'll see what'll
come out of Manchester's own Riotous Assembly.” :

'encei.of June 18th was generally very positive, though
of non-violent direct action were severély stretched.
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shindig in the Lloyds banking hall. The manager (seemingly over-
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