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XIX

Preface

Volume 42 of the Collected Works of Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels contains their correspondence from October 1864 to March
1868. Chronologically, the volume covers the period, very
important for the history of Marxism and the international
working-class movement, of the founding and the early years of
the International Working Men’s Association (the First Interna-
tional). This pertod was also marked by the publication of Marx’s
most important work, Volume One of Capital.

With the foundation of the International the correspondence of
Marx and Engels became particularly intense and ideologically
rich, and the circle of people with whom they corresponded, active
members of the working-class movement in various countries,
grew wider. An important place in their letters is devoted to the
pressing problems of the organisation and revolutionary tactics of
the working class, to the theory and practice of the proletarian
struggle.

Marx and Engels had countless ties with the working-class
movement. This can be seen from the numerous letters published
in this volume that deal with the activity of the International
Working Men’s Association, an organisation set up with Marx’s
direct participation. These letters are one of the most important
sources revealing the history of the emergence of the International
and the way that it turned under the guidance of Marx and
Engels into a true centre for uniting the militant forces of the
working class. All of Marx’s previous activity had prepared him
for the task of leading the movement of the international
proletariat, and Engels was fully justified in writing later that
among those who attended the meeting in St Martin’s Hall,

2%
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London, on 28 September 1864 to proclaim the International
‘there was only one person who was clear as to what was to
happen and what was to be founded: it was the man who had
already in 1848 issued to the world the call: “Proletarians of All
Countries, Unite!”’ (see Frederick Engels, ‘Marx, Heinrich Karl,
present edition, Vol. 27).

‘Marx was the heart and soul of this organisation’ is how Lenin
described the role of the founder and leader of the first
international mass organisation of the proletariat (V. I. Lenin,
Collected Works, Vol. 21, Moscow, 1977, p. 49).

The letters included in this volume throw light on Marx’s
many-sided activity in the International Working Men’s Associa-
tion, his leading role on its guiding body, the Central (General)
Council, his active participation in all the discussions that took
place in the Council, the drafting of its decisions and the
preparation of congresses of the International, their agendas and
resolutions. From the letters it is also obvious that after the
founding of the International Engels constantly helped Marx in
guiding it. Until his move from Manchester to London in 1870,
Engels could not take part directly in the work of the General
Council, but during those years too Marx discussed all important
questions concerning the International with him, kept him
informed of the course of discussions in the Council and of the
decisions being drafted, and made use of his recommendations.
Engels helped to draw up the tactical line of the International,
explaining it in letters to active members of the working-class
movement, particularly in Germany, and frequently wrote to the
press to present the position of the International Working Men’s
Association on various questions.

Marx guided the activity of the new organisation with charac-
teristic confidence, skilfully overcoming the difficulties obstructing
the path of the development of an independent proletarian
movement. He constantly thwarted attempts by petty-bourgeois
democrats and supporters of sectarian and reformist trends to
deflect the International Working Men’s Association from a
revolutionary course and to subject it to tasks and aims alien to the
interests of the working-class movement.

Marx’s letters to Engels of 4 November, to Joseph Weydemeyer
and Lion Philips of 29 November 1864 and others show what an
effort it cost Marx, right from the foundation of the International,
to counteract the constant attempts by petty-bourgeois elements to
exert their influence over it. Thanks to Marx’s endeavours the
new organisation acquired a truly proletarian class character. The
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first considerable success in this respect, of historic significance,
was the adoption by the Central Council of the Inaugural Address
and Provisional Rules of the International drafted by Marx. As
Marx himself admitted, it was no easy task to work out a common
platform for all the different contingents of the working class,
with their different levels of development, that had been drawn
into the ranks of the International. But Marx, author of its first
programme and its associated documents, performed this task
brilhantly. Without making the slightest concession of principle to
sectarian trends, these documents did not shut the doors of the
international organisation to the British trade unions, the French
and Belgian Proudhonists, or the German Lassalleans. On learning
from Marx of the content of the Inaugural Address, Engels wrote
that he could not wait to see it and that ‘it must be a real
masterptece’ (see this volume, p. 20).

While guiding the International and drafting all the most
important documents that set out the strategy and tactics of the
proletarian movement, Marx persistently did his utmost to ensure
that in the daily battles for particular and purely economic
demands the workers should gain an understanding of the
common tasks of their class struggle against capitalism. The
establishment of firm contacts by the International with the
working-class organisations in various countries, the setting up of
sections of the International in the main European countries, Its
active support of the strike movement in 1865-67, and the
victories gained by striking workers in a number of industries in
Britain and France thanks to this support—all this helped to
enhance the authority of the International Working Men’s
Association and helped the workers to realise gradually the
strength of proletarian solidarity.

As the correspondence shows, during this period Marx and
Engels devoted considerable attention to the formation and
ideological training of progressive militants of the working class.
Marx sought to create a strong nucleus of proletarian rev-
olutionaries on the General Council and administrative bodies of
the International in various countries. Under his direct influence,
the Germans Georg Eccarius, Friedrich Lessner and Karl Pfinder,
the Frenchman Eugeéne Dupont, the Englishman Robert Shaw, the
Swiss Hermann Jung and other members of the General Council
acquired the necessary theoretical knowledge and became ac-
quainted with scientific socialism. The letters from Marx and
Engels to Wilhelm Liebknecht, Paul Lafargue, Johann Philipp
Becker, Joseph Weydemeyer and other eminent figures in the



XXI1 Preface

working-class and socialist movement show how patiently and
persistently they taught their friends and comrades, helping them
with advice, responding to their requests and criticising their
shortcomings and mistakes.

In the period of the activity of the International the need for an
independent workers’ press was particularly acute. ‘It is impossi-
ble to have a movement here without its own press-organ,” Marx
wrote to Engels on 2 December 1864. From the inception of the
International Working Men’s Association Marx and Engels di-
rected their efforts towards setting up press-organs for it in
Britain, France, Germany and Switzerland. They endeavoured to
take part personally in the production of a number of newspapers
and to lend them a revolutionary character. They also concerned
themselves with the composition of the editorial boards and
contributors and encouraged like-minded people to work on them
(see Marx’s letters to Engels of 2 December 1864, 9 May and
26 December 1865 and others). Thanks to this, the leaders of the
International not only organised the widespread publication of its
documents in various countries, but also trained a whole galaxy of
working-class journalists who propagated its ideas.

Marx attached great importance to the establishment of close
relations between the International and the British trade unions.
He strongly supported the participation of their representatives in
its founding, believing that this would help to disseminate the ideas
of the International in Britain, then the citadel of the capitalist world
and the country with the most developed and organised working-
class movement (see Marx’s letter to Ludwig Kugelmann of
29 November 1864). Marx saw the further drawing of the British
trade unions into the ranks of the International as an important way
of broadening its mass base in the British Isles, and also as a means of
overcoming the narrow-mindedness typical of British trade unions,
expressed in their efforts to limit their activity to the economic
struggle. To arouse the political activity of the trade unions and turn
them into real centres of resistance to the capitalist system —this was
the task that Marx set before the International in including,
among other things, the question of the trade unions in the
agenda of the Geneva Congress (see Marx’s letter to Her-
mann Jung of 20 November 1865). The General Council relied
on the support of the trade unions, organising campaigns to aid
strikers both in Britain and on the Continent and thereby
helping to kindle a spirit of proletarian solidarity in British
workers.
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The leaders of the large London trade unions represented a
considerable force on the General Council, and from the very
beginning of the International Marx sought to use the authority of
these ‘real worker-kings of London’ (p. 44) in order to strengthen
the position of the International in Britain. At the same time,
taking into account the ideological dependence of many trade
union leaders on bourgeois liberals and radicals, he did his utmost
to counteract any reformist tendencies shown by them. Marx’s
tactics aimed at removing obstacles to making the British working
class a revolutionary force. He frequently managed to encourage
reformist-minded trade union leaders to act in a revolutionary
way.

One of the most striking episodes in the activity of the
International in Britain was its participation in the broad
movement for electoral reform that began in spring 1865. On
Marx’s advice, the British members of the General Council joined
with representatives of the radical bourgeoisie in the leadership of
the Reform League to campaign for the demand for universal
suffrage. After beginning in London, the movement gradually
gained strength, spreading to the provinces, and its powerful
dimensions gave Marx grounds for hoping that it would be
successful. ‘If we succeed in re-electrifying the political movement
of the English working class,” he wrote to Engels on 1 May 1865,
‘our Association will already have done more for the European
working class, without making any fuss, than was possible in any
other way.’

Using the influence of the International on British workers,
Marx strove to give the reform movement a radical nature, to turn
it into a national struggle for a democratic political system in
Britain, to encourage workers to stand for their own political
platform, regardless of the position of the bourgeois parties (see
Marx’s letters to Kugelmann of 23 February 1865 and 9 October
1866, to Engels of 13 May 1865, and others). In this connection
the drawing into the struggle for reform of those strata of British
trade union workers who had previously been indifferent to
politics both pleased Marx and encouraged high hopes. ‘We have
succeeded in attracting into the movement,” he wrote to Ludwig
Kugelmann on 15 January 1866, ‘the only really big workers’
organisation, the English “Trade Unions”, which previously
concerned themselves exclusively with the wage question.’

The reform movement did not yield the expected results,
however. The unity of its supporters was undermined by the
bourgeois radicals who renounced the League’s original pro-
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gramme calling for universal suffrage. After having come ‘to a
compromise with the bourgeoisie’ (Marx to Jobhann Philipp Becker
of 31 August 1866), the reformist trade union leaders began
playing up to the radicals. This enabled the ruling circles in
Britain to limit themselves to introducing a moderate reform in
1867 that extended the franchise to the top strata of the working
class only. The need to assert a truly proletarian world outlook
and principles of revolutionary tactics of the proletariat, to counter
reformist ideology and practice had now become even more
evident. It was to this end that the subsequent activity of Marx
and his associates in the International in Britain was directed.

As can be seen from their correspondence, Marx and Engels
focused their attention also on the prospects for the development
of the German working-class movement. As Corresponding
Secretary for Germany on the General Council, Marx hoped that
the German proletariat would become one of the leading national
detachments of the International Association. The objective
prerequisites for this existed. The activity of the Communist
League and the Neue Rheinische Zeitung during the revolution of
1848-49 prepared the ground for the dissemination of the ideas of
scientific socialism in Germany. However, the propagation of these
ideas and the principles of the International came up against
serious obstacles there. Reactionary legislation prevented the
formation of the sections of the International. On the other hand,
the very ideas of the international class solidarity of workers
encountered resistance from Ferdinand Lassalle’s followers, who
had inherited his sectarian dogmas and nationalistic approach to
the working-class movement. ‘As long as these abominable
Lassalleans rule the roost in Germany, that country will be infertile
ground for the “International Association”, Marx wrote to Engels
on 13 February 1865.

A number of Marx’s and Engels’ letters written shortly after
Lassalle’s death in 1864 contain an assessment both of his
services to the cause of the liberation of the German working-class
movement from the tutelage of the liberal ‘patrons’ (Schulze-
Delitzsch and others) and of the harm that his mistaken views and
tactics had done to the development of the class consciousness of
the German workers. In a letter to Kugelmann of 23 February
1865 and a number of other letters, Marx noted that Lassalle did
not understand the real conditions for the liberation of the
working class, had only a superficial knowledge of the ideas of
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scientific socialism, and tended to vulgarise economic theory. In
campaigning for the solution of the social question by setting up
producer associations with state help, Lassalle was fostering the
Hlusion of the ‘social mission’” of the reactionary Prussian
monarchy (see this volume, p. 101). At the same time he denied
the expediency of the economic struggle of the working class and
opposed the creation of trade unions, the true centres of
organisation of the workers. By orienting the latter towards
attaining their goals by reformist means, Lassalle began the
opportunist trend in the German working-class movement.

In a number of letters Marx and Engels criticised Lassalle’s
political tactics. They condemned the absolute importance that he
attached to the demand for universal suffrage, which he proc-
laimed as the most effective way of liberating the proletariat. The
example of Bonapartism in France enabled them to foresee the
demagogical use of this demand by the Prussian counter-
revolution. They also strongly condemned Lassalle’s policy of
tlirting with Bismarck and his attempt to form an alliance with the
Prussian Junkers against the bourgeoisie, particularly after they
learnt of Lassalle’s direct negotiations with the head of the
Prussian government. ‘Objectively it was the act of a scoundrel,
the betrayal of the whole workers’ movement to the Prussians,’
Engels wrote to Marx on 27 January 1865.

In opposition to the Lassalleans, Marx and Engels sought to set
the German working-class movement on the revolutionary path.
They attached great importance to bringing the General Associa-
tion of German Workers, founded by Lassalle in 1863, into the
International (see Marx’s letter to Car! Siebel of 22 December
1864). The Association had many healthy proletarian elements
within its ranks, including former members of the Communist
League, and Marx hoped that if the General Association of
German Workers joined the International this would be an
important step towards overcoming Lassalleanism and that eventu-
ally it would be possible radically to reshape this organisation, to
change its programme and tactics and also its organisational
principles. However, the Lassallean leaders of the Association
opposed its joining the International.

In the struggle against the influence of Lassalleanism on the
German working-class movement an important part was played by
Engels’ pamphlet The Prussian Military Question and the German
Workers’” Party published in Germany in February 1865. Marx and
Engels discussed its plan and content in detail in their letters. In
them they denounce the social demagogy of the Prussian
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government and Bismarck’s use of the Bonapartist tactics of
manoeuvring between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, reveal
the inconsistency and cowardice of the bourgeois opposition Party
of Progress and determine the tasks of the working class in the
struggle for democratic transformations in Germany (see, for
example, Marx’s letters to Engels of 3, 10 and 18 February 1865).
The ideas expressed in their letters were developed in the
pamphlet, in which Engels stressed that the main thing in the
tactics of the working class was to avoid compromise with reaction, to
denounce the anti-revolutionary role of the bourgeoisie and to
pursue the policy of creating an independent proletarian party.

An important milestone in the break by Marx, Engels and their
supporters with the Lassalleans was the cessation of their
short-lived cooperation on the Berlin Social-Demokrat. The letters
of Marx and Engels reflect their relations with this newspaper of
the General Association of German Workers quite fully. By
agreeing to contribute to it, Marx and Engels hoped to influence
the German working-class movement in the spirit of the principles
of the International, and later Marx intended to make use of the
Social-Demokrat  to propagate the ideas of Capital. On
14 November 1864 he wrote to Engels: ‘It is important for us to
have a mouthpiece in Berlin, especially for the sake of the
association I was involved in founding in London, and for the sake
of the book I am planning to publish.” However, the Social-
Demokrat’s servile attitude to Bismarck’s government and the cult
of Lassalle that was blown up out of all proportions in its columns
caused Marx and Engels to review their decision. Convinced that,
in spite of their warnings, the newspaper’s editor Schweitzer was
still trying to justify the policies of the Prussian ruling circles and
to sing the praises of Lassalle, they both announced publicly
that they refused to contribute to it (pp. 96-97, 98-99, 104-05,
etc.).

After the break with the Social-Demokrat Marx and Engels
continued to strengthen contacts with the German workers, relying
on the progressive elements who were disillusioned with Lassalle’s
dogmas and the tactics of making advances to government circles,
and helped a considerable section of the German proletariat to
part company with Lassalleanism.

Marx and Engels gave constant support to Wilhelm Liebknecht
and later to August Bebel in their struggle to consolidate the
forces of the German working class on a revolutionary basis, on
the platform of the International. This help was particularly great
at the time when the question of the ways of the national
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unification of Germany was being decided and circumstances
demanded that German proletarian revolutionaries should put up
a firm challenge to Bismarck’s policy of uniting the country from
above, under the supremacy of Prussia, by opposing to it the
policy of revolutionary democratic unification from below. At that
Juncture, as Marx and Engels frequently stressed in their letters, it
was most important to denounce the militaristic regime of the
united state being created by Bismarck, to support democratic
demands and to rally militant detachments of the German
proletariat on a national level (pp. 297-98, 300, etc.). Marx and Eng-
els expressed their warm approval of Liebknecht’s speeches criticis-
ing the policies of the Prussian ruling circles from the tribune of
the North German Reichstag to which he was elected with Bebel
in 1867. ‘Liebknecht is doing very well,’ Engels wrote to Marx on
13 October 1867 concerning one of the denunciatory speeches by
this true parliamentarian of the working class. The activity of
Liebknecht, Bebel and their supporters, the creation of German
sections of the International, the increasing influence of its ideas
among the German workers, and the growing opposition to the
Lassallean leadership in the ranks of the General Association of
German Workers—all this inspired Marx and Engels with the
conviction that the working-class movement in Germany would
take the path of revolutionary struggle and master the principles
of scientific socialism.

Seeking to consolidate the position of the International in
France, Marx did his utmost to counter the claims of bourgeois
republicans to leadership of its local organisations. To this end, on
his initiative the Central Council adopted decisions on the conflict
in the Paris section (see Marx’s letters to Engels of 25 February
and 7 March 1865 and to Hermann Jung of 13 March 1865). At
the same time Marx was constantly searching for ways of
overcoming the belief of a section of French workers in utopian
Proudhonist doctrines. This is why in the letters published in this
volume so much space is devoted to criticism of Proudhon’s
petty-bourgeois views that had a perceptible influence during this
period not only on the French, but also on the Belgian and to
some extent on the Swiss working-class movement. A generalised
criticism of Proudhon’s views was provided by Marx in his letter to
Kugelmann of 9 October 1866 where he sums up the results of
the Geneva Congress at which the difference between Proudhon’s
views and the revolutionary line of the leadership of the
International became particularly evident: ‘Beneath the cloak of
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[freedom and anti-governmentalism or anti-authoritarian individual-
ism these gentlemen, who for 16 years now have so quietly
endured the most wretched despotism, and are stll enduring 1t,
are in actuality preaching vulgar bourgeois economics, only in the
guise of Proudhonist idealism!’

Analysing the causes of the spread of Proudhonist utopias,
Marx points to Proudhon’s ‘pseudo-critique’ of the bourgeois
system, to his outwardly radical phraseology that impressed the
‘Jeunesse brillante’ (brilliant youth) and students, and also the
backward, semi-artisan strata of workers engaged in small-scale
production (p. 326). Marx strongly condemns the Proudhonists
for their disparaging attitude to ‘all revolutionary action, i.e. arising
from the class struggle itself, every concentrated social movement,
and therefore also that which can be achieved by political means
(e.g., such as limitation of the working day by law)’ (ibid.). In a
letter to Engels of 20 June 1866 Marx describes the sharp reproof
which, in the course of a discussion on the Austro-Prussian war of
1866, he delivered to a number of French members of the
General Council of the International who were seeking in a spirit
of Proudhonist nihilism to call nations and nationalities ‘obsolete
prejudices’.

Marx’s letters in this volume also show what importance he
attached to the setting up of sections of the International in
countries like Belgium (see his letters to Léon Fontaine of
15 April and 25 July 1865) and Switzerland (see his letters to
Johann Philipp Becker of 13 January, Kugelmann of 15 January
1866 and others). For propagating the prmuples of the Interna-
tional Working Men’s Association and founding its sections in the
USA Marx made use of contacts with Joseph Weydemeyer, Sigfrid
Meyer and other participants in the European revolutionary
movement who emigrated to America. Marx and Engels followed
closely the development of the working-class movement in the
USA, noting each of its successes with pleasure. Thus, Marx rated
the results of the workers’ congress in Baltimore very highly: “The
watchword there was organisation for the struggle against capital,
and, remarkably enough, most of the demands I had put up for
Geneva were put up there, too, by the correct instinct of the
workers’ (p. 326).

During this period Marx and Engels paid great attention to
drafting the platform of the International on the national
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question. They substantiated the tactics of the international
proletarian organisation in relation to the national liberation
movement, regarding the support of the working dlass for the
liberation struggle of the oppressed nations as one of the most
important conditions of its own liberation. The correspondence of
Marx and Engels reveals how much energy Marx spent on
organising public meetings and gatherings in defence of the
tighters for Poland’s independence. Unlike the Proudhonists, the
leaders of the International regarded the demand that Poland
should be reorganised on a democratic basis as an integral part of
the struggle for the democratic transformation of Europe, in
which the working class had a vital interest. Marx’s consistently
internationalist standpoint on the Polish question was also re-
flected in his polemic with the English radical journalist Peter Fox,
one of the leaders of the British National League for the
Independence of Poland. Although supporting Poland’s national
sovereignty, Fox shared the Francophile attitudes of the English
radicals and the illusions of the Right bourgeois-aristocratic wing
of the Polish national movement concerning ‘assistance’ to it from
the ruling circles of the Western powers (see Marx’s letters to
Engels of 10 December 1864, 25 February and 4 March 1865, to
Jung of 13 April 1865, and others). In his polemic with Fox Marx
argued that the Polish revolutionaries should look not to the
Western powers, who had treacherously betrayed the interests of
insurgent Poland, but to the European proletariat, its true and
selfless ally.’In the opinion of Marx and Engels, the prime role in
the liberation of Poland should be played by the united efforts of
the representatives of the Polish national liberation and Russian
revolutionary movements, their joint struggle against the common
foe—Tsarist autocracy.

An important contribution to the elaboration of the national and
colonial question and the substantiation of the principles of
proletarian internationalism was made by Marx and Engels in
connection with determining the International’s position on the
liberation struggle of the Irish people. Their letters that deal with
this problem formulate a number of fruitful ideas concerning the
interdependence and inter-connection of the national liberation
and proletarian movements. The national liberation of Ireland
and the revolutionary democratic transformation of its agrarian
structure was regarded by Marx as an essential prerequisite for
the successful development of the British proletarian movement
and for ridding the British workers of reformist and chauvinistic
prejudices. In his letters to Engels of 2 and 30 November 1867, he
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set out the basic demands of his proposed programme on the Irish
question, which he trusted would receive the support of the
British working class. The main ones were: Irish self-government
and independence from Britain, an agrarian revolution and the
introduction of protective tariffs to ensure the country’s economic
independence. Noting that the British ruling classes had virtually
established colonial rule in Ireland, introducing the practice of
‘clearing’ estates, i.e. evicting Irish peasants from the land in the
interests of English landlords and capitalists, Marx in a letter to
Engels described this as a blatant manifestation of national
enslavement mixed with social oppression: ‘In no other European
country has foreign rule assumed this form of direct expropria-
tion of the natives’ (p. 461).

On the initiative of Marx the General Council of the Interna-
tional conducted a campaign of support for the Irish people, while
Marx himself in his public statements constantly defended the
tighters for Irish independence, the Fenians. He stressed that the
activity of these petty-bourgeois revolutionaries reflected the
protest by the mass of the peasantry against the policy of eviction
from the land, and also the discontent of the urban poor with the
colonial regime. Describing Fenianism, Marx pointed out that it
‘is characterised by socialist (in the negative sense, as directed
against the appropriation of the soil) leanings and as a lower
orders movement’ (p. 486).

At the same time Marx and Engels were clearly aware of the
weaknesses of Fenianism and emphasised that conspiratorial,
adventurist tactics, and the use of terroristic methods of struggle
did harm to the national liberation movement and prevented the
establishment of international unity of action between the British
proletariat and the Irish working people (see Marx’s letters to
Engels of 28 November and 14 December 1867 and of Engels to
Marx of 29 November and 19 December 1867).

Commenting on the importance of the struggle to liberate
Ireland and the participation of English workers in this strug-
gle expressed in the letters of Marx and Engels, Lenin wrote in
1914: “In the Irish question, too, Marx and Engels pursued a con-
sistently proletarian policy, which really educated the masses in
a spirit of democracy and socialism. Only such a policy could
have saved both Ireland and England half a century of delay
in introducing the necessary reforms, and prevented these re-
forms from being mutilated by the Liberals to please the reac-
tionaries’ (V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 20, Moscow, 1977,
pp. 441-42).
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The correspondence of Marx and Engels illustrates Marx’s truly
colossal work on his main life’s work, Capital. In a number of cases
letters alone enable us to ascertain precisely what problems of
economic theory were of interest to him at this or that point in
time, to date the different preliminary versions of Capital and to
determine the nature of non-extant manuscripts. From the letters
we can get an idea of the way in which Engels helped Marx
during the writing of Capital, of their constant exchange of views
on problems of political economy, and of Engels’ part in collecting
factual material, determining the specific features of capitalist
production and the influence of the economic situation, crises,
etc., on it (see, for example, Engels’ letters to Marx of 12 April
1865, 26 and 27 August 1867 and others).

Aware of the role that his work would have to play in the
development of scientific socialism and the proletarian movement,
Marx devoted all his energies to it, ‘studying by day and writing by
night’. ‘I have not an hour to spare, he wrote during this period
(pp- 263 and 214). Marx hoped to ‘deal the bourgeoisie a
theoretical blow from which it will never recover’ (letter to Carl
Klings of 4 October 1864). Explaining to Ludwig Kugelmann the
reasons for his refusal to attend the Geneva Congress of the
International, Marx wrote on 23 August 1866: ‘I consider that
what I am doing through this work is far more important for the
working class than anything I might be able to do personally at
any congres quelconque [congress whatsoever].’

In January 1866 Marx began to prepare Volume One of Capital
for publication on the basis of the manuscripts of 1863-65. At first
he assumed that it would contain the first two books ‘The Process
of Production of Capital’ and ‘The Process of Circulation of
Capital’, but already in the course of the work he decided that it
would contain only the first book. And although he himself wrote
that he had begun recopying it and ‘polishing the style’ (Marx to
Engels of 13 February 1866), much more than that was involved.
Some chapters were considerably expanded by introducing new
material. Thus, for the sections on the working day, machinery
and the general law of capitalist accurmnulation, Marx made
extensive use of factual data in the recently published Blue Books
(containing the reports of parliamentary commissions, such as the
Children’s Employment Commission), about which he informed
Engels on 21 July 1866 and in a number of other letters (p. 296).

The extreme exhaustion resulting from his scientific work and
the performance of his numerous duties as a leader of the
International and the constant material hardships had a serious
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effect on Marx’s health. As can be seen from many letters, the
preparation of the manuscript of the first volume of Capital for
the publishers was frequently interrupted by acute bouts of ill
health which forced Marx to put aside the work. ‘Dear Mr
Kugelmann, you can believe me when 1 tell you there can be few
books that have been written in more difficult circumstances,’
Jenny Marx confided in Kugelmann in a letter of 24 December
1867, ‘and I am sure I could write a secret history of it which
would tell of many, extremely many unspoken troubles and anxieties
and torments’ (p. 578). Nevertheless, in November 1866 Marx
was able to send the first part of the manuscript to Hamburg, and on
2 April 1867 he informed Engels that he had completed the book
and would take the manuscript to the publisher himself in a few days’
time.

The Marx-Engels correspondence from May to August 1867
reflects the work of proof-reading the first volume. Marx
systematically sent sheets of print to his friend in Manchester.
Thus Engels was the first reader and most competent reviewer of
Marx’s great masterpiece. After reading the greater part of it, he
congratulated the author on elucidating the most complex
economic problems ‘simply and almost sensuously merely by
arranging them suitably and by placing them in the right context’
(p- 405). ‘The theoretical side is quite splendid,” Engels remarked
in his letter of 1 September 1867, adding: “The résumé on the
expropriation of the expropriators is most brilliant and will create
quite an effect.’

At the same time Engels made certain suggestions for improving
the structure of the book and expounding a number of questions.
In this respect, his letters to Marx of 16 and 26 June and
23 August and Marx’s letters to Engels of 3, 22 and 27 June and
24 August 1867 are of considerable interest. Taking account of
Engels’ suggestions, Marx wrote a special appendix on the form of
value.

Marx greatly appreciated Engels’ opinion of Capital. He wrote:
‘That you have been satisfied with it so far is more important to me
than anything the rest of the world may say of it’ (p. 383). A striking
document revealing the collaboration between the two great thinkers
and revolutionaries, and a moving testimony to Marx’s profound
gratitude to his friend, is Marx’s letter to Engels written on
16 August 1867 at 2.0. a.m. when he had just finished correcting the
last sheet of Volume One of Capital. ‘So, this volume is finished.
1 owe it to you alone that it was possible! Without your self-
sacrifice for me I could not possibly have managed the immense
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labour demanded by the 3 volumes. 1 embrace you, full of
thanks!’

The publication of Volume One of Capital (September 1867)
became an outstanding event in the history of human thought. As
Lenin said, in his Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy
and particularly in Capital Marx ‘revolutionised’ political economy
(V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 21, Moscow, 1978, p. 49).
Volume One of Capital contains a thorough analysis and
explanation of the essence of capitalist exploitation, reveals and
expounds the economic laws of the motion of bourgeois society
and shows the inevitability of capitalism being replaced by a new
social system as a result of a revolution carried out by the working
class. In this work Marx gave the proletariat a mighty ideological
weapon in its struggle for the socialist transformation of society.
‘Marx’s economic theory alone has explained the true position of
the proletariat in the general system of capitalism,” stressed Lenin
(Collected Works, Vol. 19, Moscow, 1977, p. 28). History has
confirmed the correctness of Marx’s comparison of Volume
One of Capital with ‘the most terrible missile that has yet been
hurled at the heads of the bourgeoisie (landowners included)
(p. 358).

The letters included in this volume also deal with the steps
taken by Marx and Engels to popularise Volume One of Capital
and its main ideas. On 27 April 1867 Engels wrote to Marx: ‘I am
convinced that the book will create a real stir from the moment it
appears, but it will be very necessary to help the enthusiasm of the
scientifically-inclined burghers and officials on to its feet and not
to despise petty stratagems.” To attract attention to Capital Marx
and Engels sent copies to their comrades and acquaintances,
circulated notices through the publisher Otto Meissner announc-
ing its publication, wrote reviews for various press organs and
published extracts from the preface to Volume One in various
periodicals.

Engels played a most important part in propagating Volume
One of Capital. In order to thwart a possible ‘conspiracy of silence’
by bourgeois scholars, Engels suggested attacking ‘the book from
the bourgeois point of view’. Marx fully approved of his friend’s
plan, describing it as ‘the best tactic’ (p. 427).

Engels prepared a series of brilliantly written reviews for liberal
and democratic newspapers (see present edition, Vol. 20). Their
publication made it impossible for bourgeois ideologists to ignore
Capital and helped to expose attempts to belittle the importance
of Marx’s work and distort its content.
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However, the main aim behind all the efforts by Marx and
Engels to disseminate and propagate Capital was to equip the
working-class movement with a revolutionary economic theory, to
introduce workers to truly scientific ideas concerning ways of
getting rid of capitalist exploitation. It is no accident that in his
letter of 30 November 1867 Marx asked Kugelmann to explain to
Liebknecht ‘that it really is his duty to draw attention to my book
at workers’ meetings’. Engels in his turn wrote to Hermann Meyer
on 18 October 1867: ‘I hope you will be able to bring Marx’s book
to the attention of the German-American press and of the
workers. With the 8-hour-agitation that is in progress in America
now, this book with its chapter on the working day will come at
just the right time for you over there, and, in other respects too, it
1s likely to clarify people’s minds on a variety of issues.” Other
letters in this volume also testify to the true party concern for the
working-class movement and the practical application of the
conclusions of Marx’s economic theory.

The correspondence of Marx and Engels for this period shows
what great importance they attached to the publication of Capital
in other languages. Already on 31 July 1865, when the book was
only being prepared for publication, Marx expressed the idea of
making an English translation straightaway from the proofs of the
German text. Subsequently, Marx and Engels returned frequently
to the discussion of this question, looking for a translator and a
publisher (see Engels’ letters to Marx of 24 June and 23 August
1867; Marx’s letters to Engels of 27 June and to Kugelmann of
11 October 1867 and 6 March 1868). Unfortunately, the English
edition of Volume One of Marx’s main work did not come out
during his lifetime.

At the same time efforts were made to prepare a French
translation of Volume One. Marx believed that a French edition of
Capital would help the French workers to realise how invalid
Proudhon’s reformist projects were for solving the social question.
‘I consider it to be of the greatest importance to emancipate the
French from the erroneous views under which Proudhon with his
idealised petty-bourgeoisie has buried them,” he wrote to Ludwig
Biichner on 1 May 1867. The search for a translator and
publisher, as several letters show (including those of Marx to
Engels of 28 November 1867 and to Victor Schily of 30 November
1867), turned out to be no easy matter in this case too. Marx was
not able to realise his intention of bringing out a French
translation of Volume One of Capital until 1872-75.

The publication of Volume One of Capital was, as Marx
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intended and the publisher insisted, to be followed by that of the
two other volumes. Marx immediately set about revising his
manuscripts of the second and third books of Capital, elaborating
certain problems in greater detail as he went along. Thus, in his
correspondence with Engels the question of the replacement of
fixed capital is discussed (pp. 409-13); ‘for the chapter on ground
rent’ (pp. 507-08) Marx asks Engels for help in selecting books and
consultations on agro-chemistry, etc. ‘We must keep a close watch on
the recent and very latest in agriculture...,” he writes to Engels on
25 March 1868.

Marx showed a rare conscientiousness in his studies. Again and
again he would return to what might appear to be sufficiently
studied problems, making use of new material. This was one of
the reasons for the delay in the preparation of the subsequent
volumes of Capital. It was Engels who completed this task after
Marx’s death on the basis of Marx’s manuscripts.

A subject of constant attention for Marx and Engels during the
period under review was not only the state and level of
development of the working-class movement in different
countries, but also the general economic and political position of
these countries, and the international situation. All this had to be
taken into account in elaborating the tactics of the international
working-class movement at different stages. Therefore, many of
the letters in this volume contain a description of the most
important events that took place during these years in Europe and
beyond the Continent, new phenomena in economics, including
those related to the economic crisis of 1866, and in political life.
Marx and Engels discussed with each other and their acquain-
tances the details of the struggle of the political parties in
England, the symptoms of the imminent bankruptcy of the
Bonapartist regime in France, the situation in Germany produced
by the growing rivalry between Prussia and Austria, Prussia’s
victory in the Austro-Prussian war of 1866 and the first steps to
carry out Bismarck’s plan for uniting the country by ‘blood and
iron’. The founders of Marxism made a thorough examination of
the alignment of forces in the international arena, and of the
positions of the European powers in the conflicts that followed
one after another (the Luxemburg crisis of 1867, the international
complications arising from the Rome expedition of Garibaldi and
his followers, the Crete uprising, etc.) and testified to the growing
danger of a new war. The assessments made by Marx and Engels
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of all these events are remarkable for their historical accuracy and
depth. They were based on a dialectical-materialist analysis of the
phenomena in question, which made it possible to reveal their
class roots and essence, to expose the contradictory aspects, to
determine the possible consequences and to conclude from this
what tasks confronted the working class.

Marx and Engels made a close study of the course of the US
Civil War, which entered its final stage during this pertod. Their
letters contain assessments of military operations and forecasts
on the future development of events, a profound "analysis of
which enabled Marx and Engels to conclude that things were com-
ing to a head and that the economic, moral and political advan-
tages of the North would lead to the defeat of the slave-owning
South. A

The revolutionising influence of the US Civil War on the
development of the democratic and working-class movement was
obvious to Marx and Engels. At the same time they also saw the
limitations of the bourgeois democracy of the Northern states, and
also the anti-democratic, sometimes downright counter-
revolutionary trends in the policies of the bourgeois ruling circles
of the North. Criticising President Johnson, who succeeded
Lincoln, Marx and Engels noted that his policies reflected the
desire of the big bourgeoisie in the North to ally with the defeated
planters of the Southern states, and to continue the system of
racial discrimination against the ‘liberated’ Black people, etc. Engels
wrote to Marx on 15 July 1865 that renewed hatred towards blacks
was ‘coming out more and more violently’ and that Johnson ‘is
relinquishing all his power vis-a-vis the old lords in the South....
Without coloured suffrage nothing can be done, and Johnson is
leaving it up to the defeated, the ex-slaveowners, to decide on that. It
is absurd.” That is why when Johnson was defeated in the 1866
elections Marx gave the main reason for this in a letter to Frangois
Lafargue in a single sentence: “The workers in the North have at last
fully understood that white labour will never be emancipated so long
as black labour is still stigmatised’ (p. 334).

This statement by Marx is yet further confirmation that the
events of his day, including questions of international politics,
were seen by him and Engels primarily from the viewpoint of the
interests of the revolutionary proletariat. Already during the
founding of the International Marx called on the working class to
proclaim its own independent policy opposed to that of the ruling
classes. In his letter of 25 February 1865 to Engels he emphasised:
‘The working class has its own foreign policy, which is most
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certainly not determined by what the middle class considers
opportune.’

It was from this standpoint that Marx and Engels elaborated the
tactics of the working class in connection with the growing threat
of war in Europe. They condemned with severity the wars
unleashed by the ruling classes for territorial, dynastic and
anti-popular ends, and linked the struggle against such wars and
against militarism in general with the liberatton movement of the
proletariat against the capitalist exploitatory system. It is no
accident that when the Austro-Prussian war of 1866 broke out,
Marx did his utmost to see that the International dissociated itself
from the aggressive, expansionist tendencies introduced by the
ruling circles of Germany and Italy into the struggle for the
national unification of these countries, which was objectively
progressive in the given historical situation. Marx and Engels saw
these tendencies as a source of further aggravation of internation-
al contradictions, of fresh military conflicts. They predicted that
the war of 1866 would be fraught with new, even more extensive
military conflicts, first and foremost between Prussia and France.
In a letter to Engels of 27 July 1866 Marx stressed that the end of
the war would not lead to a lasting peace in Europe. ‘That we shall
soon be back to bashing is clear enough,” Engels replied to him on
6 August 1866. All this required the further mobilisation of the
forces of the working class for the struggle against the threat of
war.

Criticising the pacifist illusions of the bourgeois-democratic
League of Peace and Freedom, Marx and Engels at the same time
supported the idea of joint action by the working class with all
truly anti-militarist forces prepared to stand up for peace between
nations in deeds and not just in words. Guided by Marx the
International tirelessly carried on an energetic struggle for peace,
consistently denouncing the foreign policy and diplomacy of the
ruling classes in the capitalist countries.

From this volume it is clear that from 1864 to 1868 Marx and
Engels continued to study the natural and social sciences, in
particular world history, philology, ethnography and philosophy.
Marx’s letter to Engels testifying to Marx’s interest in higher
mathematics and his study of differential calculus was written at
the end of 1865. In their letters Marx and Engels exchange views
on books they have read, talk about discoveries in various spheres
of science and assess new scientific hypotheses (see, for example,



XXXVIII Preface

pp. 7-8, 184-85, 212, 232, 291-92, 304-05, 320-25, 495, 547-49,
557-59).

Their letters show the leaders of the prolctariat to be men with
an extraordinarily wide range of interests, capable of discerning
and assessing fruitful ideas and discoveries marking the steady
advance of science. These discoveries, as Marx and Engels so
rightly assumed, served as further proof of the correctness of the
proletarian revolutionary world outlook and dialectical-materialist
views on the development of nature and society. Thus, in the
research on the social system of ancient and mediaeval Germany
by the German historian Georg Maurer, Marx saw the ‘Mark
theory’ as factual confirmation of the view, expressed earlier by
Marx himself, that communal property in land came first, that
everywhere it preceded the emergence of private property in land
(see his letter to Engels of 14 March 1868). The striving of Marx
and Engels to make full use of the latest achievements of the
various sciences shows that Marxism, both during its formation
and throughout its subsequent development, rested on the finest
achievements of human thought.

The biographical material contained in the letters in this volume
gives a clear picture of the great thinkers and revolutionaries, and
enables the reader to form a clear idea of the conditions in which
they lived and struggled and the characteristic features of the
theoretical and practical activity at the time when, after the
founding of the International, they virtually became the leaders of
the mass international proletarian movement. An important
document in this respect that supplements the correspondence, is
Marx’s ‘Confession’ (answers to questions in a semi-humorous
questionnaire) which reveals the richness and integrity of his
personality (see Appendices).

From the material in the volume it is clear that both Marx and
Engels were extremely high-principled and unwavering on
scientific and political questions, yet possessed the necessary
flexibility in solving the wurgent tasks of the working-class
movement, and also that they were exceptionally modest and
lacked any trace of personal vanity. Marx who frequently wrote
that the whole burden of the leadership of the International lay
virtually on him, stated in a letter to Liebknecht of 21 November
1865 that he could not read out his report on the German
working-class movement at the London Conference because, as he
wrote, ‘I was too personally introduced in it. Resolute and
high-principled in criticising the errors of friends and comrades,
Marx and Engels were always ready to encourage and support
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them and to come to their assistance. On 8 December 1864 Marx
wrote - to Engels: ‘Apropos Liebknecht... 1 have sent him money
several times in the course of the last six months and now I want
to send his wife something ... since I know they are in dire straits.
I would appreciate it if you would make a contribution, too.’
Marx’s service to the cause of the working class is exemplary. In
a letter to Kugelmann of 9 October 1866, for example, he writes
that if he were prepared ‘to take up a practical trade’ he could
dispose of his pecuniary troubles entirely. But Marx never strove
for personal well-being, although the hardships endured by his
family caused him no little suffering. ‘Working for the cause’, for
the party, for the liberation of the working class and the whole of
the working people, that was Marx’s aim throughout his life. ‘I
laugh at the so-called “practical” men and their wisdom,” he wrote
on 30 April 1867 to Sigfrid Meyer, admitting what sacrifices the
writing of Capital had cost him. ‘If one wanted to be an ox, one
could, of course, turn one’s back on the sufferings of humanity
and look after one’s own hide. But I should really have thought
myself unpractical if 1 had pegged out without finally completing
my book...” And to his future son-in-law Paul Lafargue Marx
wrote: ‘You know that I have sacrificed my whole fortune to the
revolutionary struggle. I do not regret it. Quite the contrary. If I had
to begin my life over again, I would do the same’ (p. 308).
The letters in this volume supplement the works written by
Marx and Engels in the period in question. They provide an
important source for studying Marxist ideas and the creative and
revolutionary biographies of Marx and Engels, and for elucidating
their leading role in the development of the working-class
liberation movement at the stage when the foundations of the
international proletarian struggle for socialism were being laid.

* 0k 3k

Volume 42 contains 344 letters from Marx and Engels, of which
159 are published in English for the first time and 185 were
published earlier, most of them in part only. These publications
are mentioned in the Notes. Of the 12 items included in the
Appendices, two were written in English and the rest are
published for the first time in this language.

During the work on the text of the volume and the notes and
indexes to it the dating of some of the letters was established more
accurately as a result of additional research. The two letters from
Marx to Engels of 6 February 1865, printed earlier as indepen-
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dent ones, are published in this volume as one letter.

Obvious slips of the pen are corrected without comment. Proper
names, geographical names and individual words contracted by
the authors are given in full, except when these contractions were
made for the sake of conspiracy or cannot be deciphered. Defects
in the manuscript are indicated in the footnotes and passages with
missing or illegible words are marked by three dots in square
brackets. If the context allows a presumable reconstruction to be
made of the missing or illegible words, these words are also given
in square brackets. Passages crossed out by the authors are
reproduced in the footnotes only in cases where there is a
significant discrepancy. If a letter is a rough copy or a draft, a
postscript to a letter of another person, or a fragment quoted
elsewhere, this is marked either in the text itself or in the Notes.

Foreign words and expressions are retained in the form in
which they were used by the authors with a translation where
necessary in the footnotes and are italicised (if underlined by the
authors, they are given in spaced italics). English words and
expressions used by Marx and Engels in texts originally written in
German, French and other languages are printed in small caps.
Longer passages written in English in the original are placed in
asterisks. Some of the words are now somewhat archaic or have
undergone changes in usage. For example, the term ‘nigger’, which
has acquired generally—but especially in the USA—a more profane
and unacceptable status than it had in Europe during the 19th
century.

Information on undiscovered letters mentioned in the text will
be found in the Notes. If a fact or event is referred to in several
letters, the same note number is used each time.

The volume was compiled, the text prepared and the Preface,
Notes and the Subject Index written by Vladimir Sazonov and
edited by Lev Golman (Institute of Marxism-Leninism of the
C.C. C.PS.U). The Name Index, the Index of Quoted and
Mentioned Literature and the Index of Periodicals were prepared
by Natalya Kalennikova (Institute of Marxism-Leninism).

The translations were made by Christopher Upward and John
Peet and edited by Eric Hobsbawm and Nicholas Jacobs (Lawrence
& Wishart), Glenys Ann Kozlov, Lydia Belyakova, Elena Kalinina
and Margarita Lopukhina (Progress Publishers), and Larisa
Miskievich, scientific editor (Institute of Marxism-Leninism).

The volume was prepared for the press by the editors Svetlana

Gerasimenko, Elena Kalinina and Anna Vladimirova (Progress
Publishers).



KARL MARX
and

FREDERICK ENGELS

LETTERS

October 1864-March 1868






1864

1
MARX TO CARL KLINGS'

IN SOLINGEN
[Draft]

London, 4 October 1864
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill?

Dear Friend,

I was glad to receive further signs of life from the workers of
the Rhine Province, as conveyed in your letter of 28 September.?

B. Becker or M. Hess? 1 know them both; both are old members
of the movement. Both are honest. Neither of them is capable of
leading a movement of any import. Becker is a weak man, in fact,
and Hess a muddle-head. It is therefore difficult to decide
between the two. I also think it scarcely signifies which of the two
you elect, as there will be no difficulty in finding the right people
at the decisive moment.

Enquiries have reached me, e.g. from Berlin, as to whether I
would accept the presidency?® 1 replied that it was impossible,
because for the present I am still forbidden to take up residence
in Prussia.” However, I would certainly think it a good gesture by the
party, vis-a-vis both the Prussian government and the bourgeoisie,
if the workers’ congress were to elect me, to which I would make a
public reply explaining why I cannot accept the election. Such a
step would be important for the following reason in particular: a
big public meerine of workers took place here in London on 28
September, with English, German, French and Italian workers
participating. The Parisian workers had, moreover, sent over a
spectal delegation, headed by Tolain, a worker, who was put up as

@ The Marx family lived here from March 1864 to March 1875. - » At this point,
the following passage is deleted from the manuscript: ‘in any case, if I were to
assume the leadership, the government would immediately suppress the whole
thing.’
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a candidate by the working class in Paris in the last elections for
the Corps législatif.*

At this MeeTING, @ Comité was elected—an international Comité to
represent the workers’ interests, which is directly linked to the
workers in Paris and includes the leaders of the London workers.
I was elected as representative of the German workers (and my
old friend Eccarius, the tailor, along with me).* If I were thus
nominated by the German congress—although I would have to
decline the election now-—the Comité and with it the workers in
London and Paris would regard this as a gesture on the part of
the German workers. Next year, the Comité will be calling an
international workers’ congress in Brussels.” Unfortunately, I shall
not be able to attend in person, as I am still exiled from the model
state of Belgium, just as I am from France and Germany.

I shall send you some ‘Manifestoes’® at the first safe opportunity.

This letter will be brought to you by one of my friends® from
Barmen.

I have been sick throughout the past year (being afflicted with
carbuncles and furuncles). Had it not been for that, my work on
political economy, ‘Capital’, would already have come out. I hope 1
may now complete it finally in a couple of months and deal the
bourgeoisie a theoretical blow from which it will never recover.

Farewell; you may count on my remaining ever a loyal
champion of the working class.

Yours
K. M.

First published, in Russian, in Bolshevik, Printed according to the original
No. 8, 1934

2 At this point, the following passage is deleted from the manuscript: ‘to establish a
liaison between the German workers’ movement and the English one.” - ® K. Marx
and F. Engels, Manifesto of the Communist Party. - © At this point in the manuscript, the
following words are deleted: ‘C. Siebel from Barmen or’.
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MARX TO SOPHIE VON HATZFELDT?®

IN BERLIN
[Copy]

London, 16 October 1864
Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill

My dear Countess,

In recent weeks I have been so seriously ill that I was obliged to
keep to my bed and hence, unfortunately, to defer until now my
reply to your friendly letter of 1 October.

I assure you that I still cannot bring myself to accept Lassalle’s
death as a fait accompli! 1 see him in my mind’s eye so full of life,
spirit, energy and plans, so very, very young, and now suddenly
his voice is silenced and his breath departed—1I find it impossible
to reconcile the two, to conceive of both simultaneously, and the
reality oppresses me like an awful, nightmarish dream.

You are quite right to imply that no one appreciated Lassalle’s
greatness and significance better than I. He himself was most
aware of this, as his letters to me show. As long as the
correspondence between us lasted, I always expressed to him my
heartfelt appreciation of his achievements, on the one hand, while
always frankly advising him of my criticisms and reservations
regarding those things I considered faulty, on the other.

In one of his last letters to me he wrote, in that peculiarly
forceful manner he had, of the satisfaction that this gave him. But,
apart from all his abilities, I felt affection for him as a person. The
pity is that we have always concealed this fact from one another, as
if we were going to live for ever..®

First published in: F. Lassalle. Nachgelas- Printed according to the original

sene Briefe und Schriften, Bd. 111, Stuttgart-
Berlin, 1922

2 The end of the letter is missing.
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MARX TO ENGELS

IN MANCHESTER
[London,] 2 November 1864

Dear Engels,

Your long silence worries me. I presume you are back.” Why
have we not heard from you?

I have all kinds of important things to tell you, which I shall do
immediately as soon as you give some sign of life.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

First published in MEGA, Abt III, Printed according to the original

Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 . . .
e Published in English for the first

time
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON
Manchester, 2 November 1864

Dear Moor,

The crisis and its innumerable vexations must be my excuse for
not writing to you earlier. Never in my whole life have I had such
a glut of Jewish chicanery as now, and you can just imagine how
much correspondence that entails.

Later this week, I shall go and see Borchardt to complete the
business of Lupus’ legacy,® which is now about to be concluded.

My travels” took me as far as Sonderburg?; I did not go to
Copenhagen, in part because I had neither the time nor a
passport, and in part because Bille, the editor of the Dagbladet,

2 Danish name: Sgnderborg.
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had just arrived in Liibeck when I was in Kiel, and so I had no
contact in Copenhagen at all, never having seen any of the other
papers anywhere.

Schleswig is a curious country—the east coast very pretty and
prosperous, the west coast also prosperous, heath and moors in
the middle. Al the bays extremely beautiful. The people are
decidedly one of the biggest and heaviest of all the human races
on Earth, especially the Frisians on the west coast. One only needs
to travel across the country to be convinced that the main stock of
the English comes from Schleswig. You know the Dutch Frisians,
in particular those colossal Frisian women with their delicate white
and fresh red complexions (which also predominate in Schleswig).
They are the ancestral types of the northern English, and in
particular those colossal women, who are also found here in
England, all are of decidedly Frisian type. There is no doubt in
my mind that the ‘Jutes’ (Anglo-Saxon eotena cyn), who migrated
to England with the Angles and Saxons, were Frisians, and that
the Danish migration to Jutland, as to Schleswig, dates only from
the 7th or 8th century. The present Jutland dialect is proof
enough of this.

These fellows are great fanatics and, for that reason, really took
my fancy. You must have read something by that extraordinary
‘Dr K. J. Clement of North Friesland’. The man is typical of the
whole race. These fellows are in deadly earnest about their
struggle against the Danes, which is their whole purpose in life,
and the Schleswig-Holstein theory is not an end but a means for
them. They regard themselves as a physically and morally superior
race to the Danes, and indeed they are. Bismarck was really
kidding himself when he thought he could get the measure of such
people by his own methods.” We have held out against the Danes
for fifteen years and became consolidated on our territory, and
are we supposed to let these Prussian bureaucrats get us
down?—that’s what these fellows were saying.

The situation regarding language and nationality is most
bizarre. In Flensburg, where the Danes claim that the whole of the
northern part is Danish, especially by the harbour, all the children,
who were playing down by the harbour there in droves, spoke Low
German. On the other hand, north of Flensburg the language of
the people is Danish—i.e. the Low Danish dialect, of which I
hardly understood a word. The peasants in the tavern at
Sundewitt,* however, spoke Danish, Low German and High

2 Danish name: Sundeved.



8 4. Engels to Marx. 2 November 1864

German by turns, and neither there nor in Sonderburg, where 1
always addressed the people in Danish, was I answered in any
language but German. At all events, Germanisation has en-
croached considerably on North Schleswig, and it would be very
difficult to make it entirely Danish again, certainly more difficult
than German. I would rather it was more Danish, for one day
something will surely have to be given up to the Scandinavians
here, for decency’s sake.

I have recently been doing some work on the philology and
archaeology of the Frisians, Angles, Jutes and Scandinavians, and
here, too, I have come to the conclusion that the Danes are no
more than a nation of advocates, who will knowingly and brazenly
lie, even in matters of scholarship, if it is in their interest. Mr
Worsaae on THE Danes etc. v Encrano to wit.® By way of contrast, next
time you come here I will show you a book, which is in the main
very good, by the lunatic Clement from North Friesland about
Schleswig and the migration to England in the 6th to 8th
centuries.” The fellow is certainly knowledgeable, despite his
eccentricity. But he does appear to be a prodigious drinker.

To my surprise, the Prussians in Schleswig created a very good
impression, particularly the Westphalians, who looked like giants
at the side of the Austrians, but admittedly much more
ponderous. The whole army went around entirely unshaven, with
their buttons undone and generally bearing themselves in a most
unsoldier-like fashion, so that the natty Austrians acted almost like
Prussians here. Amongst the officers of the Prussian artillery and
engineers I encountered several very agreeable fellows, who told
me all kinds of interesting things, but the infantry and cavalry
maintained a most dignified reticence and enjoyed a thoroughly
bad reputation with the population. There was a notable lack of
enthusiasm for Prince Frederick Charles’ conduct of the war, and
no one at all, not even those who had been decorated, had a good
word to say about the distribution of rewards. The non-
commissioned officers behaved well towards the older soldiers,
and indeed generally when in company; on the other hand, I did
see one of the Brandenburg sappers drilling recruits in Sonder-
burg, a real old infamous Prussian. It was, by the way, remarkable
to observe the different tone that prevailed in the 3rd and 7th
army corps in this respect. Your March Tribe, as Georg Jung has

2 J. J. A. Worsaae, An Account of the Danes and Norwegians in England, Scotland, and
Ireland. - ® K. J. Clement, Schleswig, das urheimische Land des nicht dénischen Volks der
Angeln und Frisen und Englands Mutterland, wie es war und ward.
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it, submit to being kicked around and trampled on, whereas with
the Westphalians (amongst whom there is a very strong admixture
of Rhinelanders from the right bank) the non-commissioned
officers mostly associate with their men d’égal d-égal?

What do you think of the commercial crisis? I think it is all over,
i.e. the worst is. It is a pity these things do not come to a proper
head.

Can you explain: Riim Hart, klar Kimmang?

Give my kindest regards to your wife and the girls.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . .
lglgnge “ e utigan Published in English for the first
time
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ENGELS TO HERMANN ENGELS"
IN BARMEN

Manchester, 2 November 1864

Dear Hermann,

No joy with the Niersteiner. The wine arrived here with a
distinct sourness to it, it does not taste at all as it did at your
house, and I shall therefore have to forgo any more orders.

The money crisis, 1 think, is over. Now only 3 things can have
any effect:

1. possible major insolvencies owing to bad news from India.
Such are, however, not expected by those most deeply involved.
India had its crisis in the spring, when discount was at 32% in
Bombay.

2. large deliveries of cotton arriving in Liverpool, say 100,000
bales in one week, which would mean the sudden completion of a
mass of loss-making contracts and consequent insolvencies. This
danger also appears to be receding. The Liverpool men know how
deeply they are all implicated and are being extremely tolerant
towards each other. Those who cannot pay the difference lost in

4 as an equal among equals

3-1196
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full are offering part of it, and a settlement is usually reached.
Moreover, the deliveries arriving are moderate, and the cotton
now at sea (400,000 bales from India and China) will probably
come little by little, and no one will be hit very hard.

A favourable factor in both cases is that the money market is
experiencing a decided lift and confidence is returning.

3. if in America Lincoln were not elected. However, his
re-election is as certain as anything ever can be in America. I have
no doubt that the war will be continued until the South is totally
subjugated,' irrespective of who becomes President, but if
McClellan should be elected, at least 6 months of uncertainty
would ensue, until people learned precisely what his policy was.
But after the elections in the individual states, there can be no
question of that happening.

The result of all this will, in my view, be as follows: the
American war will continue, certainly, until late next year, and will
end with bands of Southerners resorting to brigandry, as in
Naples 2 years ago," in the course of which much cotton will be
burnt. We shall therefore remain dependent on the same sources
for our cotton as in the past year. Supplies from these are only
increasing slowly. However, since consumption has become more
and more limited owing to high prices, stocks of finished goods,
even in the hands of the individual consumers themselves, must
now be exceedingly small, and as consumption after all absolutely
requires a very large quantity of cotton goods, I believe that
increased demand will fully accommodate the increased supply of
raw cotton, and, consequently, not only will the downward trend
cease to continue, but by next summer we ought, by and large, to
see a general rise.

During the money crisis the price of cotton was not determined
by the state of the cotton trade but by the state of the money
market in general. I believe we've got over that now, and prices
will once more be determined naturally by supply and demand,
and then with the healthy state of business and the absolute
deficiency in stocks, and with prices lower now, I am sure we can
expect business to thrive with prices as a whole rising.

There may yet be sporadic shocks, perhaps from India,
perhaps from Liverpool. We may, in consequence, again find
ourselves momentarily somewhat depressed, but it cannot last, nor
will it be of any import, and it would assuredly be an error to
speculate a la baisse® on such evidence. Conversely, I am equally

2 on prices falling
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persuaded that any attempt to force prices up again rapidly would
immediately be frustrated by the customers here and by the
money market, too. This was already shown yesterday. Cotton has
risen 3-3'/,d. above its lowest point, yarns 1d., in some instances
1'/,d. Yesterday, the spinners were demanding a further increase
of approx. 1ld., and business® came to an immediate halt. If we
succeed in forcing prices down another '/y rEnny @ 1 PENny In
Liverpool, the spinners will be able to accept the prices being
offered; otherwise, the purchasers will presumably have to pay the
extra in the end, as the demand is undeniably there.

Sewines were still very quiet, especially seven ieas, for which there
is not a buyer to be found.

This is my opinion. We are covered for one to two months and
are expecting substantial orbzrs in a week or two.

Please pass on my regards to Emma, the little ones, Rudolf,
the Blanks and the Boellings, and, if you are writing to
Engelskirchen, then to mother® and everyone there, too. The
chicaneries arising from the fall in prices have caused me a deal of
botheration.

Your
Frederick
First published in Deutsche Revue, Jg. 46, Printed according to the original
Bd. II, 1921 and the Deutsche Revue

Published in English in full for the
first time
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MARX TO ENGELS"
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 4 November 1864

Dear Freberick,

I was very pleased to hear from you again.
All well here. Myself included, since your departure from here’

2 The manuscript breaks off here. The end of the letter is printed according to the
Deutsche Revue. - b Elisabeth Engels

3* "
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until the day before yesterday, when yet another carbuncle
appeared below my right breast. If the thing does not clear up
quickly and others appear, I intend to use Gumpert’s arsenic
remedy this time.

I would translate your runic riim hart, etc.* as Dutch-Frisian for
open heart, clear horizon. But I fear that there may be a quite
different explanation, so I give up the riddle.

You must send all the enclosed papers back to me as soon as read.
I still need them. So that T do not forget any of the things I wanted
to tell you, I am going to number them.

1. Lassalle and Countess Hatzfeldt.

The lengthy document is a copy of a circular that Herwegh’s
wife (honi soit qui mal y pense®), Emma, sent to Berlin immediately
after the catastrophe,'* so that extracts from it could be put in the
newspapers. You will see from it how cleverly Emma manages to
put herself and her spineless Georg in the limelight at the
beginning, in the middle, and at the end of the report; how the
account evades two important points, firstly Riistow’s meeting with
Donniges and daughter, when the latter must have renounced
Lassalle before the scene recounted by Emma took place. Secondly:
how the duel came about. Lassalle wrote the insulting letter. But
then something happened which is not reported and which led
directly to the duel.

The suppression of two such important and crucial points makes
one sceptical of the accuracy of the account.

The Hatzfeldt letter. On her arrival in Berlin I got Liebknecht to
take her a brief letter of condolence from myself.© Liebknecht
wrote to me® that she was complaining ‘I left Lassalle in the lurch’,
as if 1 could have done the man any greater service than by
keeping my month shut and letting him do as he liked. (In his last
speech before the Diisseldorf assizes, he played the part of
Marquis Posa with handsome William as Philipp 11, whom he was
trying to persuade to suspend the present constitution, proclaim
universal direct suffrage and ally himself with the proletariat."?)
You can see what is behind her letter and what she wants of me. [
wrote a very amicable but diplomatically discouraging letter in
reply.’ The latterday Redeemer! That personage and the sycophants,
who surround her, are mad.

a See this volume, p. 9. - b the shame be his who thinks ill of it (the motto of the
English Order of the Garter) - < See present edition, Vol. 41, p. 563. - 4 on 30
September 1864 - ¢ Marquis Posa and Philipp IT are characters from Schiller’s Don
Carlos; William—King William I of Prussia. - f See this volume, p. 5.
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Apropos. A couple of ~umsers of E. Jones’ Notes to the People
(1851, 1852) happened to fall into my hands again; as far as the
economic articles are concerned, the main points in them had
been written directly under my guidance and partly even in direct
collaboration with myself.® WeL! What do I find in them? That at
that time we conducted the same polemic—only better—against
the co-operative movement, since it claimed, in its present
narrow-minded form, to be the last word as Lassalle conducted
against Schulze-Delitzsch in Germany 10-12 years later.

In his last will and testament Lassalle has ‘installed” Bernhard
Becker, the unfortunate fellow, who was Juch’s editor on the
Hermann for a while, as his successor in the office of President of
the General Association of German Workers?—in his ‘last will and
testament’ (like a ruling prince). The Association’s congress meets
in Diisseldorf this month,'® and strong opposition to this ‘decree’
by last will and testament is expected.

Also enclosed, letter from a worker in Solingen, Klings,? in fact
the clandestine leader of the Rhineland workers (former member
of the League'’). This letter is not to be returned but filed.

2. WorkinGMEN'S INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION.

Some time ago, London workers sent an address to workers in
Paris about Poland and called upon them to act jointly in the
matter.”

For their part, the Parisians sent over a deputation headed by a
worker named Tolain, who was the real workers’ candidate in the last
elections in Paris® a thoroughly nice fellow. (His compagnons were
quite nice lads, too.) A PusLic MeeTing in St Martin’s Hall was called,
for 28 September 1864, by Odger (shoemaker, President of the local
Counciw of aLL Lonpon Trapes’ Unions and, in particular, also of the
Tranes’ Unions Surrrace AcrtaTion Sociery,'® which is connected with
Bright) and Cremer, a mason and secretary of the Masons’ Union.
(These two had arranged the big Trabe-Union Meerine on North
America chaired by Bright in St James’s Hall, ditto the Garibaldi
manifestations.'®) A certain Le Lubez was sent to ask me if I would
participate pour les ouvriers allemands® and, in particular, whether 1
was willing to provide a German worker to speak at the mreriNg,
etc. 1 provided them with Eccarius, who put on a splendid

2 E. Jones, ‘A Letter to the Advocates of the Co-operative Principle, and to the
Members of Co-operative Societies’, ‘Co-operation. What It Is, and What It Ought
to Be’ (see present edition, Vol. 11, pp. 573-89). - b “To the Workmen of France
from the Working Men of England’, The Bee-Hive Newspaper, No. 112, 5 De-
cember 1863. - < for the German workers
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performance, and I was also present myself in a non-speaking
capacity on the pLatrorm. I knew that on this occasion ‘people who
really count’ were appearing, both from London and from Paris,
and I therefore decided to waive my usual standing rule to pecLine
ANY SUCH INVITATIONS.

(Le Lubez is a young Frenchman, i.e. in his thirties; however, he
grew up in Jersey and London, speaks capital English and is a
very good intermediary between the French and English workers.)
(Music teacher and legons® or French.)

At the umeering, which was chock-full (for Tuere 1s Now EVIDENTLY A
REVIVAL OF THE WORKING CLASSES TAKING PLaCE), Major Wolff (Thurn-Taxis,
Garibaldi’s adjutant) represented the Lonpon Irarian WorkINGMEN'S
Sociery.? It was resolved to found a ‘WorkiNeMEN'S INTERNATIONAL
AssociaTion’, whose GeneraL CounciL is to have its seat in London
and is to ‘intermediate’ between the workers’ socieries in Germany,
Italy, France, and England. Ditto that a General Workinemens
Concress was to be convened in Belgium in 1865. A ProvisionaL
CommrTree was set up at the meering, with Odger, Cremer and many
others, some of them former Chartists, former Owenites, etc.,
representing England, Major Wolff, Fontana, and other Italians
representing Italy, Le Lubez, etc. for France, Eccarius and myself
for Germany. The Commirtee was empowered to co-opt as many
people as it chose.

So rar so coopn. I attended the first meeting of the committee. A
Sub-Committee (including myself) was set up to draft a déclaration
des principes and provisional rules.”’ Indisposition prevented me
from attending the meeting of the Sub-Committee and the
subsequent meeting of the full committee.

At these two meetings, which I did not attend,—that of the
Sub-Committee and the subsequent one of the full committee—
the following occurred:

Major Wolff had submitted the regulations (statutes) of the
Ttalian Workers’ Associations (which possess a central organisation,
but, as emerged later, are essentally associated BeneriT sociETIES) tO
be used by the new Association. I saw the stuff later. It was evibentLY
a concoction of Mazzini’s, and that tells you in advance in what
spirit and phraseology the real question, the labour question, was
dealt with. As well as how the NarionaLTies question intruded
into it.*

What is more, an old Owenite, Weston—now a MANUFACTURER
himself, a very amiable and worthy man—had drawn up a

a lessons
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programme full of extreme confusion and of indescribable
breadth.

The subsequent full committee meeting instructed the Sub-
Committee to remodel Weston’s programme, ditto Wolff’s Recura-
tions. Wolff himself left to attend the congress of the Itauian
Workinemen's Associations in Naples and persuade them to join the
central association in London.

A further meeting of the Sub-Committee, which again I did not
attend, as I was informed of their rendezvous too late. At this
meeting, ‘une déclaration des principes’ and a revised version of
Wolff’s rules were presented by Le Lubez and accepted by the
Sub-Committee for submission to the full committee. The full
committee met on 18 October. Eccarius wrote to me that it was a
case of periculum in mora® so 1 went along and was really shocked
when I heard the worthy Le Lubez read out a fearfully
cliché-ridden, badly written and totally unpolished preamble
PRETENDING TO BE A DECLARATION OF PRINcIpLEs, With Mazzini showing
through the whole thing from beneath a crust of the most
insubstantial scraps of French socialism. What is more, the Italian
rules had by and large been adopted, whose aim, apart from all
their other faults, was really something quite impossible, a sort of
central government of the European working classes (with Mazzini
in the background, of course). I remonstrated mildly, and, after
prolonged debate, Eccarius proposed that the Sub-Committee
should subject the thing to further ‘editing’. However, the
‘sENTIMENTS expressed in Lubez’ pecaraTion were carried.

Two days later, on 20 October, Cremer representing England,
Fontana (Italy) and Le Lubez met at my house. (Weston was
unable to be present.) I had not previously had the papers (Wolff’s
and Le Lubez’) in my hands, so could not prepare anything; but I
was absolutely determined that nor one sivcie Line of the stuff should
be allowed to stand if I could help it. To gain time, I proposed
that before we ‘edited’ the preamble, we ought to ‘discuss’ the ruLEs.
This was done. It was 1 o’clock in the morning before the first of
the 40 rures was adopted. Cremer said (and that was my whole aim):
we have nothing to put before the committee that is to meet on
25 October. We must postpone it until 1 November. But the
Sub-Committee can meet on 27 October and attempt to reach a
definite conclusion. This was agreed and the ‘papers’ were
‘bequeathed’ to me for my perusal.

2 danger in delay (Livy, History of Rome, Vol. XXXVIII, Chap. 25)
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I could see it was impossible to make anything out of the stuff.
In order to justify the extremely peculiar way in which I intended
to edit the sentivents that had already been ‘carried’, 1 wrote An
Abppress To THE WorkinG Crasses® (which was not in the original plan; a
SORT OF REVIEW OF THE ADVENTURES OF THE WORKING CLASSES SINCE 1845); on the
pretext that all the necessary facts were contained in this ‘Address’
and that we ought not to repeat the same things three times over,
I altered the whole preamble, threw out the déclaration des principes
and finally replaced the 40 ruies by 10. Insofar as INTERNATIONAL
Pouimics is mentioned in the ‘Address’, I refer to countries and not
to nationaurties, and denounce Russia, not the minores gentium?®
The Sub-Committee adopted all my proposals. 1 was, however,
obliged to insert two sentences about ‘bury’ and ‘ricut’, and ditto
about ‘TrRuTH. MORALITY anD JusTIcE’ in the preamble to the rules,® but
these are so placed that they can do no harm.”

At the meeting of the General Committee my ‘Abpress’, etc., was
adopted with great enthusiasm (unanmvouscy). The debate on the form
of publication, etc., is to take place next Tuesday.? Le Lubez has a
copy of the ‘Address’ for translation into French and Fontana one
for translation into Italian. (For a start there is a weekly caLLep
Bee-Hive® edited by Trade Unionist Potter, a sort of Moniteur) I am
to translate the stuff into German myself.

It was very difficult to frame the thing so that our view should
appear in a form that would make it accrerasie to the present
outlook of the workers’ movement. In a couple of weeks, the same
people will be having meerives on the franchise with Bright and
Cobden. It will take time before the revival of the movement
allows the old boldness of language to be used. We must be fortiter
in re, suaviter in modo! You will get the stuff as soon as it is
printed.

3. Bakunin sends his regards. He left today for Italy where he is
living (Florence). I saw him yesterday for the first time in 16 years.
I must say I liked him very much, more so than previously. With
regard to the Polish movement, he said the Russian government
had needed the movement to keep Russia itself quiet, but had not
counted on anything like an 18-month struggle. They had thus
provoked the affair in Poland. Poland had been defeated by two
things, the influence of Bonaparte and, secondly, the hesitation of

2 K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International Association’. -
b smaller nations - ¢ K. Marx, ‘Provisional Rules of the Association’. -
d 8 November - ¢ The Bee-Hive Newspaper, No. 160, 5 November 1864. - f strongin
deed, mild in manner
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the Polish aristocracy in openly and unambiguously proclaiming
peasant socialism from the outset.* From now on-—after the
collapse of the Polish affair—he (Bakunin) will only involve
himself in the socialist movement.

On the whole, he is one of the few people whom after 16 years
I find to have moved forwards and not backwards. I also discussed
Urquhart’s pevunciations with him. (Apropos: the International
Association will probably lead to a rupture between myself and
these friends!?®) He inquired a great deal after yourself and
Lupus. When I told him of the latter’s death, he said straightaway
that the movement had suffered an irreplaceable loss.

4. Crisis. By no means burnt out on the Continent yet (esp.
France). Incidentally, what the crises have lost in intensity, they
have now gained in frequency.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

f’élgngels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stutgart, Published in English in full for the

first time
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ENGELS TO MARX?
IN LONDON

Manchester, 7 November 1864

Dear Moor,

Your Frisian solution is quite right, but for one word. In North
Frisian, Kimmang means: look, or eye; these North Frisians are of
a speculative disposition and have substituted the inward horizon
for the outward one, rather as Wagener is now calling for an
‘inward Diippel.”” It is an old sailors’ saying.

The Herwegh and Hatzfeldt papers returned enclosed. What
was the further provocation you refer to which Lassalle inflicted
on the Walachian?® and was suppressed by Emma®? Lassalle’s fatal
error was obviously that he did not throw the hossy* straight on

2 Janko von Racowifa - ® Emma Herwegh - ¢ Helene von Donniges
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the bed in the boarding house and deal with her appropriately, it
was not his fine mind but his Jew’s pizzle she was interested in. It
is yet another of these affairs that only Lassalle could get involved
in. That it was he, who forced the Walachian into the duel, is
doubly crazy.

Old Hatzfeldt’s idea that you should write an apotheosis of the
latterday Redeemer? is really priceless.

The letter from the Solingen worker® was not enclosed.

I cannot wait to see the Address to the Workers,® it must be a
real masterpiece, to judge by what you tell me of the people
involved. But it is good that we are again making contact with
people who do at least represent their class, which is what really
matters ultimately. The effect on the Italians will be particularly
good, as there is some chance that this will at last put an end to
this Dio e popolo® among the workers—it will come as quite a
surprise to the worthy Giuseppe.© Incidentally, I suspect that there
will very soon be a split in this new association between those who
are bourgeois in their thinking and those who are proletarian, the
moment the issues become a little more specific.

Concerning Lupus’ legacy, we had a meeting with the lawyer
this morning® The sum still owing to you will amount to a little
over £200; as soon as I have the money, I shall send most of it to
you. There are still some details we do not know exactly, so we
cannot finally calculate yet. The tax authorities want a list of all
the books, and the exact value of the clock Lupus left. Please send
me something itemising all the larger works and at the end just: so
MANY PAMPHLETS ETC., €verything in onE cLump.

I must close now, as I have to go to a Directors’ meeting of the
Schiller Institute,” of which I am chairman, as you know, to Mr
Borchardt’s annoyance. Happily, beer has been introduced.

Kind regards to your wife and the girls.

Your
F. E.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, i . L
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, P.ubhs_hed in English in full for the
Abt. 11, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time

2 Ferdinand Lassalle -  Carl Klings (see this volume, p. 15) - ¢ K. Marx, ‘Inaugural
Address of the Working Men’s International Association’. - 4 *‘God and People’ -
¢ Mazzini
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ENGELS TO MARX?®

IN LONDON
Manchester, 9 November 1864

Dear Moor,

In respect of the legacy,8 a further £200 enclosed in 2/2 a £100
banknotes. All being well, there will be approx. £40 to come. I'll
send the other two halves as soon as you telegraph receipt.

You will have received the Dagbldtter* with the celebrated article.
Unfortunately, I could not find the 2nd section of the article, but
there was not much in it.

The end appears to be approaching at Richmond.?* However, as
long as Lee is not obliged to stay entirely on the defensive, which
in particular means pulling all his troops back from the
Shenandoah Valley as well, and as long as Richmond is not
completely encircled, all the advances Grant makes against the
defences at Richmond or Petersburg will be of little importance. It
is just as it was at Sevastopol, which was not encircled either. 1
cannot imagine what Monsieur de Beauregard will do, probably
no more than Hood before him, if as much. I have no confidence
at all in this much-vaunted hero.

I am sending you yesterday’s Guardian®; you must have a look at
the Reuer Committee’s report in it, and see what a difference there
is between Mr Marie's ateliers nationaux and those of your English
gentlemen.* In the case of the former, tasks of doubtful utility
were performed, but most of the money that was spent passed into
the hands of the workers, who had lost their jobs. Here, tasks of
similarly doubtful importance (but ultimately of definite utility to
the bourgeoisie) were also performed, but of the £230,000 a mere
£12,100 1s going to pass into the hands of the ractory operaTivEs, for
whom the whole sum was intended (in other words, just that
which is set down as being for unskiiep Lasour). The Act ror THE
RELIEF OF THE DISTRESSED FACTORY OPERATIVES IS thus turned into one ror THE
RELIEF OF THE UNDISTRESSED MIDDLE cLassEs, who thereby save on rates.

All my regards.

Your
F. E.

a j.e. Dagbladet -b ‘Central Executive Relief Committee’, The Manchester Guardian,
No. 5686, 8 November 1864
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[Note by Marx]

Please return this letter, as I am going to file it on account of
the remarks at the end.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . L
1913 Published in English in full for the
first time
9

MARX TO ENGELS?*

IN MANCHESTER
[London,] 14 November 1864

Dear Engels,

I have had to stay mainly in bed for almost a week on account of
the carbuncle. The thing is now healing up. However, as the
carbuncle is just below the breast, I still have trouble leaning
forward in order to write. So, to keep it as brief as possible:

1. Please send the enclosed letters addressed to me back to me
(both the one from Schweitzer and the one from Liebknecht) and
reply by return, as the people need our reply as soon as possible.”

My view is that we should promise occasional contributions from
time to time. It is important for us to have a mouthpiece in Berlin,
especially for the sake of the association I was involved in
founding in London,* and for the sake of the book® I am planning
to publish. It is also important that whatever we do, we do it
together.

If you agree with me, you can send me a few lines for these
chaps, or say in a few lines what statement I am to make in your
name.

2. You will receive the ‘Appress’ along with the ‘Provisional Rutss’,
etc., in a few days. The thing was not quite so difficult as you
think, because we are dealing with ‘workers’ all the time. The only
LITERARY MAN In the Association is the Englishman, Peter Fox, a
writer and acrrator who is, at the same time, one of the people
from The National Reformer (atheist but anti-Holyoake). I am

2 International Working Men’s Association - ® Capital
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sending you the very kind note he passed on to me concerning the
‘Appress’. Mazzini is raThER DiscusTED that his people are among the
signatories, mais il faut faire bonne mine & mauvais jeu?

3. Your stuff from the Guardian® 1 find most valuable. I had
already pieced this abomination together from the ‘Facrory Rerorts’,
but only in a most laborious and fragmentary fashion.

4. 2 cories received from the Manchester sowicrror for signing,
etc. In a day or two, I shall send you the signed copies, along with
the list (inventory), etc., which you will then have to record. Of
course, I can no longer reel off a complete list of all the stuff we
left in the flat, etc., and put a value on it.®

That old wumsue McCulloch has died. I hope the British
Museum buys up his Economicar Lisrary. But no doubt Edinburgh
will get in first.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

I have just come across P. Fox’s letter, which I am enclosing;
please send it back as soon as you have had time to peruse it

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3

Lors 2 " e > Stuutgart, Published in English in full for the
first time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 16 November 1864

Dear Moor,

Glad that the carbuncle is getting better. Let us hope it is the
last. But do take arsenic.

Acknowledgement from the charming private secretary® grate-
fully received.

2 but one has to grin and bear it - ® The Manchester Guardian (see this volume,
p. 21) - ¢ Laura Marx (a reference to Marx’s receipt of money in respect of Wolff’s
legacy; see this volume, p. 20)
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A few lines for Schweitzer enclosed.” It is a very good thing
that we shall again be getting a voice in the press; also very good
that Liebknecht is going to be co-editor (as long as he is under no
illusions); that does at least provide some safeguard. Meanwhile,
we shall do better if we conceal our enthusiasm, as 1. Liebknecht
is no diplomat, and one cannot rely too much on his cLarvovance,
2. the countess® will, above all, be trying to swamp the paper from
beginning to end with a deliberate ‘apotheosis’,” and 3. we really
must find out first who else has been approached. Perhaps you are
better informed than I am, but in the letters from Liebknecht you
sent me there is no mention of the paper nor of this man
Schweitzer, so I am very much in the dark. For that reason, I have
asked for some clarification about the company we shall be seen to
be keeping. We might after all find ourselves cheek by jowl with
Mr Karl Griin or some such scum.

And what a dreadful title: Der Soctaldemokrat! Why do these
fellows not simply call it the Proletarier?

Enclosed papers returned with thanks. Why haven’t you sent the
Solingen letter ¢ you promised?

Amid the nonsense written by Emma Herwegh, I notice there is
a further attempt to turn Lassalle into a demi-god, as follows: only
his mighty spirit kept him alive for so long, anyone else would
have given up the ghost 2 hours after being wounded—but you
ask Allen some time about the way peritonitis develops following a
wound, and he will tell you inflammation hardly sets in at all
within 2 hours, and is scarcely ever fatal in less than 24 hours, and
usually not until much later. These people are really given to
deification.

Schaaffhausen in Bonn has given a pretty lecture on man and
apes, pointing out that Asiatic anthropoids have rounded heads,
like the human beings there, but in Africa both are long-headed,
and commenting that, with the present state of knowledge, this is
the strongest argument against the unity of the human race.
Someone ought to try saying that at a gathering of naturalists in
England!

It is splendid how Miiller and the Rev. Cappell have made fools
of that gang Kinkel, Juch & Co. even from the gallows. It is a long
time since I have come across anything quite so absurd as the
conduct of these fellows. How fortunate Gottfried © is in the people
whose cases he takes up! First MacDonald, then Miuller. And then

2 Sophie von Hatzfeldt - b of Lassalle - ¢ See this volume, pp. 15, 20. - 9 ibid.,
p. 12. - ¢ Gottfried Kinkel
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the way these gentlemen threw their weight around was the
immediate cause of Koehl cutting that other lad’s throat in the
Thames marshes.*® Just you wait and see what a mass of Mares NEsTs
they unearth concerning that affair, too.

Kindest regards to the family.

Your
F. E.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stuttgart, 1918 and in full in MEGA, Pfub]lshed in English for the first
Abt. I1I, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 ume
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

{London,] 18 November [1864]

Dear Frep,

1. I am sending the stuff for the soriciror. You will have to copy
the enclosed inventory and put it into whatever shape you think
fie.”

2. Ad vocem® Solingen. I had put the letter out reapy when 1
sent you the last but one letter-package, and it hasn’t been ‘seen
any more since then’.© I suspect it has ensconced itself in a
notebook and wiL Turn ur one fine morning.

3. Ad vocem Schweitzer.

Is a Dr of Law, formerly of Frankfurt am Main. Published a
confused pamphlet against Vogt in 1859.¢ Subsequently, a social
novel I have not read.® Declared his vigorous support for Lassalle.
Later, during Lassalle’s lifetime, he got to know sundry writings of
ours at Liebknecht’s house while staying in Berlin and, even at
that time, sent me a message through Liebknecht saying how
amazed he was at finding that everything about Lassalle that he
liked had been plagiarised.

a See this volume, pp. 20, 23. - b With regard to - ¢ ]J. W. Goethe, ‘Der Fischer’. -
d J. B. Schweitzer, Widerlegung von Carl Vogt’s Studien zur gegenwdrtigen Lage
Europa’s. - ¢ ]J. B. Schweitzer, Lucinde oder Capital und Arbeit.
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I have written, like you, concerning the prospectus of contributors®
Have sent Liebknecht German translation of the address of the
InternaTionaL Commrrree at the same time, with a view to eventual
publication in the paper. (The stuff will appear today or tomorrow
and will be sent to you.?)

As far as Lassalle’s apotheosis is concerned,” the Hamburg
Nordstern, edited by that jackass Bruhn (who at the same time
continues to print Heinzen’s eLucusraTions, as though nothing had
happened), is exclusively dedicated to this matter just as before,
and the Social-Demokrat can scarcely compete with it in that
respect.

Old Hatzfeldt seems to be most disappointed by the letter I sent
in reply to her ‘ploy’,© although 1t was most delicate and
considerate in tone. Since that time, she has—kept silence.

Social-Demokrat is a bad title. But there is no need to throw away
the best titles immediately on things that may prove to be FaILURES.

Wilhelm Liebknecht is an unquestionably big man among the
Berlin workers, as you can see from the Berlin correspondence of
The Morning Star. I am only afraid he will soon be sent packing.

4. Ad vocem Peritonitis® it says in Andral: ‘Clinique Médicale’:
‘La Péritonite aigué ... en certains cas un petit nombre d’heures
s’écoulent entre I'époque de l'invasion de la maladie et ceile de la
mort, tandis que d’autres fois la péritonite, toujours aigué par ses
symptomes, ne devient mortelle qu’au bout de 30 a 40 jours.”*

And under the rubric:

‘Péritonite par violence extérieure’’ he describes the case of a
Parisian worker who was kicked in the stomach by a horse, in the
region of his navel. Was only taken to the Charité? le surlende-
main, ‘offre tous les symptémes d’une phlegmasie aigué du
péritoine’® (later confirmed by ouverture du cadavre’). Died du 5-éme
au 6-éme jour, and amongst the general osservaTions concerning this
case, it says: ‘jusqu’au dernier moment, on n’observe aucun trouble
des facultés intellectuelles et sensoriales.’*

f

a K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International Association’. -
b See this volume, pp. 20, 24. - ¢ ibid., p. 12. - d ibid., p. 24. - € ‘Acute peritonitis
.. in some cases just a few hours elapse between the onset of the disease and death,
whereas on other occasions peritonitis, which is always acute in its symptoms, does not
cause death for from 30 to 40 days.” - f ‘Peritonitis due to external violence -
& hospital in Paris - b two days later, ‘exhibits all the symptoms of acute phlegmasia of
the peritoneum’ - i autopsy - | on the 5th or 6th day - ¥ ‘until the very last, no
disturbance of the mind or senses is observed’ (see G. Andral, Clinique médicale, ou
choix d’observations recueillies a Uhépital de la Charité (clinique de M. Lerminier), t. 4,
Paris, 1827, pp. 511, 532, 533)
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5. Take care to keep the enclosed memorandum for student
Blind published in a rag in which he has puffed himself up with
surpassing zeal since 1859.% This ‘Beobachter est le ‘grand’ organe
de la démocratie Suabaise®!

6. Prof. Huber has held his ‘labour convention’ with asour 100
workers’ associations. He 1is conservative in politics but a co-
operator as far as Poirricac Economy 1s concerned. His Leipzig
Convention nearly ended in a real ‘thrashing’ for Huber and his
comrades, with the great majority declaring themselves to be
‘radical’ in politics.*

7. 1 gather all kinds of things have been published by the
commrrTee in Manchester about the corron-rammve**—I mean
REGARD To THE workingMEN. Can you get hold of it for me?

8. My chest still hurts me when I write and lean forward. Hence
this ‘itemised’ letter.

Regards to Gumpert.

Ditto to Madame Lizzy."

Your
K. M.

[Enclosure: List relating to W. Wolff’s Legacy]

SILVER WATGH tuuneeeeeitiieseeeemiitiieseeeeeestnnaeeastereenssaesaenaessssnnnaenasans £2
Books:

Schlosser, Weltgeschichte .............ccc.ccccccovveiiiiiiniiininiiiniinnn. £1 10s.
Schleiden, STUATEN ......cccooveeiiieieeiee e 3s.
Schiller’s Werke ..........oovevveneeeiiaiiiieieii et 10s.
Duller, Geschichte des Deutschen Volkes ..........cccooveiivvvnneiiannnn.. Bs.
Duncker, Geschichte .............coooeeeeevveeiiieeieeiiiieiee e eeveiiiiiree e, £1
Mommsen, GeSCRICRLE .........ccooeeueeeeieeeiiieeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeiieeeeean 10s.
Schoemann, Griechische Alterthiimer .........cccocovveeeevivvnccninnnnn.. Bs.
Lange, Romische Alterthiimer ..........cccccoovvviiiiininiiennncnnnn. 3s.
Preller, Griechische Mythologie ..............c.cccovvivniivinnniinnnnn. Bs.
Nosselt, Weltgeschichte ...............ccccooiviiiviciiiinniiiinie i 4s.
Volter, Geographie ...........ccccocoevvvmiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiinniiiiiec e, Bs.
Mortimer-Ternaux, Histoire de la Terreur, 2 v. ..uneeeenenne..... 5s.
Arago, Astronomie Populaire............cc.ooovviviiiiiiiininiiiin, 10s.
Miuller, Physik ........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiinii e 3s.
Baer, Magnetismus ...........cc.ccocoeiivmiiiiniiiiiine e Is.
Figuier, Année scientifique, 3 vol. ..o, Bs.

a is the ‘grand’ organ of Swabian democracy - ® Lizzy Burns
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Mignet, Révolution frangaise ............ccccoovvvuvvnvninirereicennnnnn.. Bs.
Egli, Handelsgeographie..................c.ccocvvniniiniinnnnniiiennnnnns 2s.
Ritter, Europa ........ccccocuimmiiiiiiiiiiiccicirncece e 3s.
Cotta, Geologische Briefe .............ccoooniiiiiniiiininninniisiinceninns 2s.
Garrido, Spanien ..........ccoccoecoeiiniiiiiiiiiiiin 1s.
Freytag, Bilder aus dem Leben des Volkes ............ccococoeveei. 2s.
Moleschott, Lehre der Nahrungsmittel ..............cocooooeiinnnnin, 3s.
Harting, Die Macht des Kleinen ............ccccccocviiiiiniiiinnnnn, 1s.
Grube, Biographieen aus der Naturkunde ..............c.cccoeenennin. Is.
Reisen des Marco Polo .......ooeeevvveeeeiniiciiiieeeeereeeeeseeeeeens 1s.
Kiesselbach, Gang des Welthandels...................................... _1s.
Jacobs, Hellas..............cccoocciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicene, Is.
Smith, English Latin Lexicon .......cccocevevviiriniiicniicciiniene. Bs.
Rost, Griechisch-Deutsches Lexicon.........oooeeeeeeireeeeiinaaaaenennn. Bs.
Giebel, Sdugethiere ...........c..ccccovviiiiimniniiiiiiiniie e 5s.
Tschudi, Thierleben der Alpenwelt ...........cooocooiiiinviiinnninn, 5s.
Freytag, Soll und Haben ..........ccccccconrievinviniiinininciniinnen, 2s.
Pauli, Bilder aus England...............cccccooevivviniinniiiniininnnn, 1s.
Overbeck, Pompejfi .......occovviviieviiiiiiioiiiiiccniiiis e 10s.
Guhl, Leben der Griechen und Romer............ccccccovivviiiiiiiinnnnnnnnn, 10s.
Lau, SUlla ..o Is.
Macauley, History of England ..............c.ccocoviiiniiinniinnn, 10s.
Frankenheim, Vilkerkunde .............oooueviveeeeeeioiaaaiiiaaaiiennnnnnn, 1s.
Stieler’s Handatlas. ...........ccoooeeveveeveeeeieiiieeeeeieeieieeeineneeeseenenns £1 10s.
Berghaus, Physikalischer Schulatlas ..o Bs.
Spruner, Historischer Schulatlas............cccocooinivivecrininnnniss 5s.
MOZIN, DICLIONNAITE ......ovveeeevvierieeereieeeirerriassseessssnnsannnnsnnnnns £1

BB PAMPHLETS - eevuutrerruneeensesestuueeesseeaeesannaseeesnnsasmanssessnnresmnenseseen 10s.
102 ELEMENTARY SCHOOLBOOKS «evvvterruvereresinanersassnusseesasnmeneesannneeess £31

I have put a much higher valuation on the stuff than it would
fetch if sold, what with the selling-price of seconpnanp Books in
England. On the other hand, all kinds of things are missing that I
have not been able to remember. There is thus comeensaTion. If you
want to add anything regarding the other goods and chattels,
please do so.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . X .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Published in English for the first

Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 22 November 1864

Dear Moor,

I received enclosed today from Schweitzer.?’ Herwegh and

Hess—fine company. As things stand and as I am not very
familiar with the exact circumstances, I shall have to leave it to you
to answer the man on behalf of both of us, as he wants his answer by
return. Moses® of all people!

Please return the letter to me and let me know what you have
written, and I can then confirm your statement to him later on.

Solicitor’s stuff received.?

Kindest regards.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
lglgnge u o utigar Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London, 24 November 1864]

Dear Freprrick,

Letter from the old Hatzfeldt woman enclosed, which I would
like sent back by return*?

Also enclosed the letter from the man in Solingen® which has
turned up again, and Schweitzer’s letter.

2 Moses Hess - P See this volume, p. 15.



30 13. Marx to Engels. 24 November 1864

I sent off 3 ‘Addresses’® to you today, 1 for yourself, 1 for
Gumpert and 1 for Ernest Jones. If you can distribute some more
anywhere (gratis), you only have to ask.

As for Schweitzer, I have written—not to him but to Liebk-
necht—that we both dislike the company, but we intend ror a NoncE
to adopt bonne mine & mauvais jew,” but to disown them immediately
as soon as they do anything silly. I also ask why Bucher and
especially Rodbertus are not among them!*

Moses® and Herwegh (who are, incidentally, of some stature,
compared with B. and Ph. Becker, v a uiTerary sensg) are, after all,
more highly regarded by people in Germany than by us. At least,
one cannot publicly denigrate them, as one can fellows like Griin,
etc.

In great haste.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

I have just been obliged to write long letter to the old woman*
to extricate myself from the Blind affair she has tried to involve
me in. Student Blind has, of course, not let the opportunity slip by
of puffing himself up, by issuing a ‘protest’ in the name of the
Republic® and selecting a few passages from Lassalle’s speeches
which are indeed quite sickeningly royalist.** Also to advise her
against reproducing the ‘wanted’ portraits of her enemies.*

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . i

1913 Published in English for the first
time

2 K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International Association’. -
b an attitude of grin and bear it - ¢ Moses Hess - 4 Sophie von Hatzfeldt - ¢ [‘A
Republican Protest’,] Neue Frankfurter Zeitung, No. 270, 29 September 1864;
‘Republikanischer Protest’, Hermann, No. 2407, 8 October 1864; Die Westliche Post,
October-beginning of November 1864.
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MARX TO SOPHIE VON HATZFELDT
IN BERLIN

London, 24 November 1864
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill

My dear Countess,

I have just informed you by telegraph* (to avoid all delay in
reply) of my view that the two photograms of von R. et Co.?
should, in no circumstances, appear together with Lassalle’s in the
pamphlet. It would, on the one hand, dishonour the deceased,
and, on the other, give the publication a gaudy appearance which
should be avoided completely. Furthermore, as you know, ‘contra
hostem vindicatio aeterna sit’® is my motto too, but, for revenge to
be successfully executed, it is advisable not to initiate the public in
one’s vindictive ‘intent’.*’

‘Ex ossibus ultor’ < would seem to me the best title for Lassalle’s
portrait. They were also my last words spoken at the graveside
of my never-to-be-forgotten friend W. Wolff*’ some six months
ago.

As regards ex-student Blind, that fellow who made himself
known before 1848 by peddling Heinzen’s nonsense and as the
homme entretenu® of the wife of the Jewish banker Cohen® (whom
he later married in London), so I would ask you to remember that
in my piece Herr Vogt (see pp. 58-69 and Appendices 9 and 11)* I
do not merely describe this student Blind as a ‘deliberate liar’, but 1
prove by reference to legal documents that this wretched man
fabricated ‘false witness’ to cast suspicion on myself and to extricate
his neck from a noose that this creature had made for himself for
the purpose of merely making himself look big (which is indeed this
rascal’s sole purpose in every public step, or rather crawl, he
undertakes).*®

Then Blind succeeded in deflecting the catastrophe of his

2 Janko von Racowita and Helene von Dénniges - P A paraphrase of an article
from the Twelve Tables (a code of law of ancient Rome) which says: ‘Adversus
hostem aeterna auctoritas [esto] (III, 7); Marx uses the word vindicatio in the sense
of revenge. - < ‘Let the avenger rise’ (Virgil, Aeneid, 1V, 625: ‘ex oriare aliquis
nostrius ex ossibus ultor’).- 4 kept man - ¢ Friederike Ettlinger, Cohen’s and later
Karl Blind’s wife - | See present edition, Vol. 17, pp. 116-32, 315, 317-20.
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political operations—by simply saying nothing. In this he was
sustained firstly by the fact that Freiligrath (this entre nous®)
unfortunately continued to parade publicly as his friend, and that
Lassalle, although 1 had strongly urged him to do so, neglected to
force my pillorying of Blind d'une maniére ou d’une autre® on the
attention of the German public.* This appeared necessary to me
because the liberal press in Germany instinctively took the side of
a scoundrel like Blind, and therefore sought to hush up my attack.
Lassalle considered Blind too insignificant. It was only later that
he discovered that there are times when one cannot decline a
‘combat with a flea’*

When Lassalle was here in London,® he sought to enlighten
Louis Blanc and Mazzini about Blind on his personal visits to
them, but in vain. The man is exactly what Mazzini, Ledru, etc.,
had hoped, but failed, to find in the other Germans of standing, a
servile lackey and sycophant. Through his relations with these
people he makes the English think that he represents Germany,
and he impresses the Germans by his boasting here. Yet the whole
of this fellow’s activity consists in writing, in conjunction with 3 or
4 South Germans,® from, for and about ‘Karl Blind’ and, at every
possible opportunity, to force on the English, Germans and
Americans his ‘unofficial judgment’ as the self-appointed rep-
resentative of ‘German republicanism’ (a party, which is well known
to exist only on the moon, since the German bourgeois is
interested in a constitutional monarchy, the feudal lord in an
aristocratic monarchy, and the worker in general not in mere forms
of state, but in the form of state as the expression of economic
social conditions, and, at all events, has never recognised
ex-student Blind as representative). He is a true master of
dictating letters to one of his 6 satellites,’® in which they call on the
said, etc., ‘Karl Blind’ to do this or that, or congratulate him on
this or that, and then—by oversight or oruerwise—the replies from
the same Karl Blind gain entry to the press.

As one of the ‘vounc MeN’ who were active in the service of
F. Hecker, Blind learnt that art, which is by no means rare among
the South Germans, of self-defamation and creating a spurious
PusLic Ormnion about people who are essentially nonentities. In
London he thought himself far enough advanced along the road
or to have served long enough in the ‘Democratic cause’ to

2 between ourselves - P in one way or another - ¢ Heinrich Heine, Atta Troll. Ein
Sommernachtstraum, 11. - 4 Marx presumably has in mind, first and foremost, Eduard
Bronner and Karl Heinrich Schaible.
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exploit for himself those arts he had acquired in the service of
others.

Regarding his education, it is, as I told Lassalle during his
sojourn here, that of a Baden publican® who has read Rotteck’s
Weltgeschichte, Welker’s Staatslextkon and Mr Struve’s republican
Almanac.”

In his manoeuvres in Germany Mr Blind enjoys the particular
support of Mr Gustav Rasch of Berlin.

Bernhard Becker, as the former susebiror of the London
Hermann, best knows how Blind composed with his own fair hand
the paeans of praise to himself that appeared e.g. in the Hermann.
He does this mostly and on average. By way of variation he will
occasionally get a certain Dr Bronner in Bradford or his Schaible
(see ‘Herr Vogt’) via London to put their names to his epistles. All
the agitation of this person is nothing but a tissue of lies,
self-deception and hot air. In this field, however, he has no rivals.
He demonstrated the height of his dexterity when Garibaldi
visited London."” He first spread the rumour in the English
papers that he was an intimate friend of Garibaldi. Imposing
himself as is his custom, he issued ‘addresses’ to Garibaldi from
London and you know that in his kind-hearted naivety Garibaldi
will write a nice letter back to anyone. Then he descends on the
Isle of Wight (before Garibaldi made his ceremonial entry to
London), -and ‘appoints’ with him the date on which Garibaldi
would receive the German deputation (Blind, you see, had so
arranged things as to get a few Germans, including Kinkel and
unfortunately my friend Freiligrath as well, to elect him as the
leader of a deputation) and at the same time sends mysterious
hints to some London papers© that Garibaldi was ‘cLoseTeD” wiTH ‘HIs
rrienp (Blind) and, of course, settled some very important affairs
of state with him.** But Blind’s masterstroke is still to come. As
serving-man to the European ‘kings of democracy’? (for so he
designates Mazzini, Ledru Rollin, Louis Blanc, and indeed comparen
wrth student Blind even they are ‘great men’¢), our Baden trickster
manages so to arrange things that he, as a member of the society
and a leader, fetches Garibaldi from the Duke of Sutherland’s,
where he is staying, and escorts him in the Duke’s State Carriage

2 An allusion to Karl Blind’s father, Johann Adam Blind who was a publican in
Mannheim. - b G. Struve, Die neue Zeit. Ein Volkskalender auf das Jahr 1. - < ‘Interview
of Karl Blind with Garibaldi’, The Morning Advertiser, No. 22726, 11 April
1864. - 4 Marx quotes Karl Blind - ¢ Cf. the title of Marx and Engels’ pamphlet: The
Great Men of the Exile (present edition, Vol. 11, pp. 227-326).
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to Ledru Rollin and Louis Blanc. He seizes the opportunity to
have the carriage stand for a while outside Mr Blind’s house for
Garibaldi to ‘pay s compLivents To Madame Karl Blind’. By skilful
manacement all this even appears in The Times® and at the moment
when Garibaldi is being idolized by all London. Perhaps you recall
how ‘Rameau’, the nephew, in Diderot’s wonderful piece, bursts
out in admiration at the genius of Bouret, the general tax-
collector, who cunningly devised a way to disaffect his little dog
from himself and make it prefer the minister! This Garibaldi-farce
was Blind’s Bouret-prank! It is my belief that from that time on he
began bona fide to think himself a great man! He has really got
hold of something with Schleswig-Holstein! Did you not know
then that for years Blind has been deriving his chief importance
from acting as a ‘representative’ for Schleswig-Holstein against
Denmark, saying ‘he’ had ‘forced’ the German tyrants into war
against Denmark,’ and that was why friend Rasch dedicated his
piece about the ‘orphaned’ kith and kin® to him! Did you not
know that in the Prussian House Prof. Virchow (probably at Mr
Rasch’s instigation) cited Blind’s great influence in the Schleswig-
Holstein affair® as proof of what a single man can do by his own
efforts for a whole nation! The shameless man had made those
German jackasses believe that he had got the English to change
their view of Schleswig-Holstein! His feeble leaflets about Schles-
wig-Holstein are just about (and that is saying something) the most
stupid thing that has appeared in this une. (Incidentally, Mr
ex-student’s best friend and associate is that lout Karl Heinzen in
America, whose business for 20 years past has been to slander me
in a manner such as even Lassalle never experienced. I have never
thought it worth the trouble to reply to this fellow, but 1 was
astonished that the Nordstern—for a long time also a major
mouthpiece for student Blind—is constantly printing Heinzen’s
filth, which is extremely hostile to the principles of the workers’
party, and generally makes propaganda for Mr Heinzen.)

But Garibaldi, Schleswig-Holstein, America, Lassalle, all are for
the ex-student only a pretext for puffing up his own self-
importance! The modest fellow wrote in his own fair hand a short
while ago to the ‘Glasgow Sentinel’ that the whole of Europe

2 ‘General Garibaldi’, The Times 19 April 1864. - b G. Rasch, Vom verlassenen
Bruderstamm. Das dinische Regiment in Schleswig-Holstein, Bd. 1-3; Vom verrathenen
Bruderstamm. Der Krieg in Schleswig-Holstein im Jahre 1864. Bd. 1-2. - < R. Virchow’s
speech in the House of Representatives on 9 December 1863. In: Stenographische
Berichte diber die Verhandlungen der [..] beiden Hguser des Landtages, Haus der
Abgeordneten, 13 Sitzung, Bd. 1.
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(literally) was not yet divided into two hostile camps with regard to
‘Karl Blind’, but that a tiers parti existed in this respect, too!” In
The Observer he describes himself as ‘THE ILLUSTRIOUS CHIEF OF THE
GEermaN RepuBLicans’.”

A few more little touches to the description of this man, who, if
one views him aright, is a highly comical character.

After his success with Garibaldi Mr Kare Bomnp joinep THE
Suakespeare CommiTTee,”® as was stated in the Athenaeum!© He had
now clearly progressed to the status of ‘literary’ representative of
Germany, too!

During the skirmish in Baden (1849),°* Struve, as he himself
recounts in a piece about the ‘Baden revolution’, sent the ‘young
man’, as he calls Blind, as Under-Secretary to Schiitz, who had
been appointed Secretary, from Mainz to Paris, to rescue
ex-student Blind from conflict with Brentano. The government to
which Blind was directed as Under-Secretary to Secretary
Schiitz,—the provisional government no longer existed when Secretary
and Under-Secretary arrived in Paris. Nevertheless, in mysterious
hints in English papers, he let it be understood that he held an
important diplomatic post as agent of the German ‘republican
government’ in Paris!

In the first few years after 1849 he lived in Belgium with his
present wife. Since this woman has children from her marriage to
the dead banker (and they inherited) and she also has children by
Blind (at that time stll illegitimate), a court in Baden ruled that
Cohen’s children should be taken away from his widow Cohen
because of her ‘immoral’ relations with ex-student Blind. The
court in Brussels gave this ruling legal force in Belgium, and this
caused Blind to flee to England together with his wife and the
children. He later got English papers to print (and was brazen
enough to boast publicly of it on a visit to South Germany) that he
had been expelled from Belgium for political reasons!®

His next deed you will see from the enclosed cutting, which he
had printed in many London papers. What provoked it was the
report disseminated in some papers that Garibaldi had declared
his support for the slave-owners! Blind used this to extort a short
letter from Garibaldi with ‘corbiaL GreETINGS ForR MRs Brino”. You can
see what lies he told Garibaldi from his remark ‘I THaNK YOU FOR YOUR

a ‘M. Karl Blind’, North British Daily Mail, 30 March 1863. - b Marx refers to the
reports on Blind’s meetings with Garibaldi published in The Observer, Nos. 3804,
3805 and 3806, 10, 17 and 24 April 1864. - < The Athenaeum, No. 1902, 9 April
1864. - 4 G. Struve, Geschichte der drei Volkserhebungen in Baden. - ¢ ‘M. Karl Blind’,
North British Daily Mail, 30 March 1863.
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coop News’.® What on earth could this ‘coop news’ have been in
October 18647 Blind was obviously writing Garibaldi the most
monstrous lies about the progress of ‘republicanism’ in Germany,
which is presumably just awaiting Blind’s arrival to lash out.

The most splendid aspect of the affair is that the London paper
to which Blind is a regular contributor, the mouthpiece of the
publicans (a most appropriate context to a ‘Blind’), is a fanatical
supporter of the Confederates!® And by the by, the paper— The
Morning Advertiser—is at one and the same time the mouthpiece
of spirits, the Low Cnurcu (English pietism),” the sweLi-mos which is
concerned with gambling, rericericHTs anD so rorTH, and the most
lickspittling poodle of Palmerston’s. From A LITERARY STANDPOINT, it
cannot be counted among the English daily press and is in general
only read in Taproowms.

So much for the man.

In Lassalle’s lifetime he issued an address casting doubt on the
former’s integrity.*® But Lassalle—as far as I know—did not think
it worth the trouble of a reply. I was only surprised that
B. Becker, who is fully aware of Blind’s doings, did not then take
the opportunity to blazon abroad my revelations about Blind-*

One of the reasons why I have joined the International Working
Men’s Association here is to expose that man. After the statements
I have made against Blind, branding him as a “deliberate liar’ and a
‘falsifier of evidence’, 1 cannot of course further involve myself in
polemic against the fellow. I reserve the right to treat him as a
figure of comedy should the occasion arise. If I should now take his
scrawl against Lassalle, which 1 have incidentally not seen, as
grounds for an attack on him, people here, who know of my
implacable hostility to Blind, will think that in fact I am only using
Lassalle’s name as a pretext for personal spite.

But do send me the (printed) declaration by the workers. I shall
ensure that it gets into a German paper here and if student Blind
then makes any further moves, perhaps he will give me the
opportunity to let me fall upon him.

At all events, you may depend on it that he will be shown no
favours. In the meanume, the best thing you can do is to
disseminate my revelations about Blind as a ‘deliberate liar' and
‘falsifier’ as far as possible in Germany. (If his scrawl about Lassalle
had set any mice stirring here, a word or two about it at all events

2 Blind published Garibaldi’s letter to him in The Morning Advertiser, 9 November
1864. - b i.e. the southern slave-owning states - ¢ Marx means his revelations about
Blind in Herr Vogt.
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would have reached my ears.) This would force him to break his
silence and so enable me to open my mouth again concerning a
fellow whom I have publicly declared to be atrocious.

Apart from anything else, it would be quite impossible for me to
trave]l to Berlin on account of the fresh outbreak of the fearful
carbuncle disease that I have been struggling against for 14
months with slight interruptions.

You may, however, be sure that I shall seize whatever
opportunity I find appropriate (but you will have to leave it to me
to choose whatever moment appears favourable to me) to rebuff all
malicious attacks on the friend who has been prematurely taken
from me.

Yours very respectfully

First published in International Review of Printed according to the journal
Social History, Vol. XXVII, Assen, 1982 . R . .
Published in English for the first

time
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ENGELS TO JOSEPH WEYDEMEYERY
IN ST LOUIS

Manchester, 24 November 1864

Dear Weydemeyer,

I was most pleased to hear from you again at long last.”® We
have been without your address for years, otherwise you would
already have received a reminder from me earlier on. My address
is still Ermen & Engels and will probably continue to be so for five
years or so yet, unless the storm breaks in Germany. Marx’
address is No. 1, Modena Villas, Maitland Park, Haverstock Hill,
London, but Dr Marx, London, will also suffice if need be.

Our plump litle pig Blind is showing off here in Europe,
wherever he can, just as he did over there, it is the only little
pleasure the poor wee creature has, and he indulges it with an
assiduity worthy of a better cause and greater success. However,
ever since Marx belaboured him so thoroughly in Herr Vogt, he
has been keeping out of our range. '
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As far as Lassalle’s flirtations with Bismarck are concerned, they
are beyond dispute. The passages quoted by Blind® were, of
course, actually uttered by Lassalle in the speech he made in
Dusseldorf in his defence and published by him, so there is
nothing to be done there.” For all his distinctive qualities, Lassalle
had that Jewish respect for momentary success, which made it
impossible for him to deny Louis Bonaparte his respect, or to
refrain from professing such overtly Bonapartist principles as he
did. Those, who were more closely acquainted with him, knew that
these things were not occasional happenings. You can readily
imagine that this was as disagreeable to us as it was grist to the
mill of piglet Blind, and that alone would have been sufficient
ground for us to have had nothing to do with all Lassalle’s
agitation during his lifetime, although there were other reasons,
too. Nevertheless, that is all over and done with now, and we shall
have to see whether his agitation was just a flash in the pan, or
whether there was really something to it.

You will have heard that our poor Lupus died here on 9 May of
this year. His was a loss for the party of an altogether different
order from Lassalle’s. We shall never again find such a steadfast
fellow, who knew how to talk to the people and was always there
when things were at their most difficult. For 4 long weeks he had
the most terrible headaches, his German doctor® neglected him,
and at length a vessel burst in his brain from the colossal pressure
of the blood, he gradually lost consciousness and died 10 days
later.

Nothing of much interest is happening here in Europe. The
suppression of the Polish uprising** was the last decisive event; for
his assistance in this, the Tsar¢ gave Bismarck permission to take
Schleswig-Holstein from the Danes. It will be a long time before
Poland is capable of rising again, even with help from outside, and
yet Poland is quite indispensable to us. The despicable behaviour
of the liberal German philistines is to blame; if those curs in the
Prussian Chamber had had more insight and courage, all might be
well—Austria was ready to march in support of the Poles at
any time, and it was only Prussia’s attitude that prevented it, and
the treachery of Mr Bonaparte, who was, of course, only prepared
to keep his promises to the Poles if he could do so safely, i.e. if he
was covered by Prussia and Austria.

That war of yours over there'' is really one of the most

2 ‘Ein republikanischer Protest’, Die Westliche Post, October-beginning of November
1864. - b Louis Borchardt - ¢ Alexander II
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stupendous things that one can experience. Despite the numerous
blunders made by the Northern armies (enough by the South,
too), the tide of conquest is rolling slowly but surely onward, and,
in the course of 1865, at all events the moment will undoubtedly
come when the organised resistance of the South will fold up like a
pocket-knife, and the warfare turn into banditry, as in the Carlist
war in Spain® and more recently in Naples.'? A people’s war of
this kind, on both sides, has not taken place since great states have
been in existence, and it will, at all events, point the direction for
the future of the whole of America for hundreds of years to come.
Once slavery, the greatest shackle on the political and social
development of the United States, has been broken, the country is
bound to receive an impetus from which it will acquire quite a
differed position in world history within the shortest possible time,
and a use will then soon be found for the army and navy with
which the war is providing it.

It was incidentally quite understandable that the North had
some difficulty in providing itself with an army and generals.
From the outset, the South’s oligarchy had brought the country’s
few military forces under its control, it supplied the officers and
furthermore raided the arsenals. The North found itself with no
resources other than the militia, while the South had been training
for years. From the outset, the South had a population accus-
tomed to the saddle for use as light cavalry, on a scale the North
could not match. The North adopted the habit, introduced from
the South, of filling positions with party supporters; the South, in
the midst of a revolution and with a military dictatorship, could
brush that aside. Hence, all the blunders. I do not deny that Lee is
a better general than any the North has, and that his latest
operations around the fortified camp at Richmond?® are master-
pieces from which our glorious Prince Frederick Charles of
Prussia could learn much. But, ultimately, the determined attacks
of Grant and Sherman made all strategy superfluous. It is clear
that Grant is sacrificing a colossal number of men, but what else
could he do? I have absolutely no idea of the level of discipline in
your army, its cohesion under fire, its capacity and willingness to
endure hardship, and in particular the nature of its wmoratz, i.e.
what can be demanded of it without its becoming demoralised.
With such scanty reports and no proper maps, one needs to know
all this before permitting oneself any judgment on this side of the
water. What does seem certain to me, however, is that the army
now commanded by Sherman is the best you have, as superior to
Hood’s as Lee’s is to Grant’s.
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Your field-manual and elementary tactics are, as I hear,
positively French—the basic formation thus presumably being the
column with intervals between platoons. What kind of field
artillery do you now have? If you can enlighten me on these
points, I shall be greatly obliged. What has become of the great
Anneke? Since the battle at Pittsburgh-Landing was all but lost®
because he was not supplied with everything which he should have
had, according to the Prussian field-manual, he has quite vanished
from my view. Of the Germans who have joined in the war,
Willich appears to have given the best account of himself, whereas
Sigel has unmistakeasy demonstrated his mediocrity. And Schurz,
the valiant Schurz, farting away amidst the shower of bullets and
shells, what foes is he demolishing now?

Apropos. The Prussian cannons that smashed Diippel® and
Sonderburg® from 6,500 paces were our old long bronze
24-pounders, rifled and rebuilt as breech-loaders, 54-pound shells
with 4-pound-charge! I've seen them with my own eyes.

Kindest regards to your wife.”

Your
F. Engels

First published abridged in Die Neue Zeit, Printed according to the original
Bd. 2, Nr. 33, 1906-1907 and in full in: . . L

Marx and Engels, Works, First Russian P.ubhshed in English in full for the
Edition, Vol. XXV, Moscow, 1934 first time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 25 November [1864]

Dear Frepericx!

Weydemeyer’s letter returned enclosed (how odd it should come
at the same time as the one from the countess ‘) *® with Schweitzer’s
letter,” which I forgot to enclose yesterday.

2 Danish name: Dybbdl. - b Louise Weydemeyer - < Sophie von Hatzfeldt - 4 See
this volume, p. 29.
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I still need to hold on to the ‘clipping’ .?

The position is now as follows:

1. It was not until after I wrote to you that I saw that Blind has
sent an answer to the Swabian Beobachter via Dr Bronner
(unsigned, of course, but dated Bradford; letter, naturally, writien
by Blind himself, in which he firstly proves that by his influence
over ‘77 million Germans he in fact shaped American politics;
secondly, he has the impudence to say that the Vogt affair has
been disposed of by statements from all sides.*® So, I have grounds
here for replying and referring to the ‘armavits’,”® and, at the
same time, an extract from Weydemeyer’s letter would kill two
birds with one stone, firstly exposing Blind’s influence on America
and secondly giving the old countess some kind of satisfaction as
far as Lassalle is concerned.

2. These Republican Protests, which Blind has sent with the same
date to St Louis, Frankfurt am Main and the London Hermann,
are only identical in their general drift. In the shit in the Hermann
and the Frankfurter Journal® which I shall try to send you later
today, this Baden publican® has simply put together the passages
which were most damaging to ourselves, whilst across the ocean he
is more insolent and resorts to bare-faced lies.

But the real ‘roint” is this, a ‘roint’ typical of the way he
manufactures his pamphlets: in the European edition he says that
the protest comes from American and European republicans, whilst
in the American edition he calls upon the American government to
protest. Here we have caught the dog in flagranti®

3. Since Lassalle is dead and can do no more harm, we must of
course—as far as possible, i.e. without compromising ourselves—
defend him against these petty-bourgeois scoundrels.

My plan is therefore this: to reply (briefly) in the Swabian
Beobachter; 1. putting the record straight about the ‘statements from
all sides’ in the Vogt affair; 2. giving an extract from
Weydemeyer’s letter about Blind’s influence in America; 3.
exposing the fellow afresh by comparing the European and
American editions of his ‘Republican Protest’; finally 4. concluding
that it is ~or wortn whiLE defending Lassalle against such a comical
character.

If this seems all right to you, send me a wire and I will tie the
whole business up tomorrow, amongst other things in order to
have some peace with the ‘old girl’. I said in my letter to her, by

4 from Die Westliche Post with Blind’s article ‘Ein republikanischer Protest’ -  Neue
Frankfurter Zeitung - < See this volume, p. 33. - 4 red-handed

4-1196
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the way, that Lassalle only has himself to blame for being kicked
by that jackass, because, although I strongly and repeatedly urged
him to do so, he did not give all possible publicity in Germany to
my denunciation of Blind in Herr Vogt*

Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
lglgng” “ s uttgar Published in English for the first

time
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MARX TO SOPHIE VON HATZFELDT
IN BERLIN

[London,] Saturday, 26 November 1864

My dear Countess,

These few lines in the greatest of haste (there being just time
before the last post goes) to inform you that I have been fortunate
enough to be vouchsafed the opportunity to get a hold on Blind
immediately and deliver him a vigorous kick for his attack on our
Lassalle.®®

I shall send you my attack on him on Monday which will appear
in the form of a short letter to the Stuttgart Beobachter” You will
then learn of the circumstances of the case, too.

Yours very respectfully

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original

Works, Second Russian Edition, Vol. 31, i . i .

Moscow, 1963 Published in English for the first
ume

a See this volume, p. 30. - b K. Marx, ‘To the Editor of the Stuttgart Beobachter’.
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MARX TO SOPHIE VON HATZFELDT
IN BERLIN

London, 28 November 1864

My dear Countess,

From the enclosed* you will see the circumstances that have
presented me with the opportunity to renew my tussle with
ex-student Blind and, at the same tme, deliver him a kick in the
name of Lassalle.

You must arrange for publication in the papers at your disposal,
but not before two days have elapsed after you receive this, so that
Mayer of Swabia—i.e. the editor of the Beobachter in Stuttgart—
has no excuse for refusing it.*”

Yours very respectfully
K. Marx

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, Second Russian Edition, Vol. 31,

Moscow. 1963 Published in English for the first

time
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MARX TO JOSEPH WEYDEMEYER™
IN ST LOUIS
London, 29 November 1864

1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill, N. W.

Dear Weiwi,

The whole household and myself were extraordinarily pleased
to hear from you and your family again. My wife asserts that she
wrote to yours® last and is thus expecting to have the first letter
back from her.

# K. Marx, ‘To the Editor of the Stuttgart Beobachter’. - P Louise Weydemeyer

4%
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I am, at the same time, sending you by mail 4 copies of a
printed ‘Address’,? of which I am the author. The newly established
InternaTionar Workers” Committee, in whose name it has been put
out, is not without significance. Its English members consist chiefly
of the heads of the Trabe-Unions here, in other words, the real
worker-kings of London, the same people who organised that
gigantic reception for Garibaldi and who, by that monster meeting
in St James’s Hall (under Bright’s chairmanship), prevented
Palmerston declarmg war on the United States, which he was on the
point of doing.’ On the French side, the members are unimpor-
tant figures, but they are the direct spokesmen of the leading
‘workers’ in Paris. There is likewise a link with the Italian
associations, which recently held their congress in Naples =
Although I have been systematlcally refusmg to participate in any
way whatsoever in all the ‘organisations’, etc. for years now, I
accepted this time because it concerns a matter by means of which
it is possible to have a significant influence.

For the past 14 months I have been suffering almost constantly
from carbuncles, which often threatened my life. More or less
cured now.

Engels will have written to you of the loss of our friend Lupus.

Curiously enough, I received a letter from Berlin last Friday, in
which the old Hatzfeldt woman urged me to defend Lassalle
against Blind’s ‘Republican Protest’.* The next day I received your
letter to Engels, containing the much amended American edition of
the same garbage. By a third coincidence, I was, at the same time,
sent 2 numbers of the Swabian Beobachter (from Stuttgart) which I
never see otherwise. In the first number the editor® was poking
fun at a letter from Mr Blind to the American nation which had
been translated from the English by ‘Mr Blind’ and sent to him
and to other South German editors; in it, ‘almost at official request’,
as he puts it, he gives his inexpert opinion on Lincoln’s election,

tc. In the same number, the editor said that one can see from
my book attacking Vogt® what Blind’s vanity leads to, etc.
Whereupon, Blind sent the enclosed reply through his man-of-straw,
Dr Bronner of Bradford, 1. setting out just how powerful his
influence in America was, and 2. having the impudence to say that
the Vogt affair was ‘a put-up-job’.*? This then enabled me (using
your letter and copying the passages relating to Blind) to put out the

a ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International Association’. - b Wilhelm
Wolff - ¢ Karl Mayer - 4 ‘Bescheidenheit — ein Ehrenkleid’, Der Beobachter, No. 245,
21 October 1864. - ¢ Herr Vogt
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statement® as desired by the old Hatzfeldt woman against that clown,
without identifying myself with those aspects of Lassalle’s agitation ®
which are not to my liking. Write soon.

Your
K. Marx

The source of Blind’s boastful epistle which I am copying out
for you is No. 268 of the Beobachter (Stuttgart), 17 Nov., 1864.

It is absolutely essential that you write me a few lines, suitable for
publication, about Mr Blind’s American influence.

First published abridged in Die Neue Zeit, Printed according to the original
Bd. 2, Nr. 33, 1906-1907 and in full in: . X L.
Marx and Engels, Works, First Russian Bubllshed in English in full for the
Edition, Vol. XXV, Moscow, 1934 first time
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MARX TO LUDWIG KUGELMANN %
IN HANOVER

London, 29 November 1864
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill, N. W,

Dear Friend,

Today you will receive from me by post 6 copies of the ‘Appress
oF THE WORKINGMEN'S INTERNATIONAL AssociaTioN’, of which I am the
author. Please be so good as to convey a copy with my kindest
regards to Madame Markheim (Fulda). Give one to Mr Miquel as
well.

The Association—or rather its Committee—is important be-
cause the leaders of the London Trape-Unions belong to it, the
same people who organised that enormous reception for Garibaldi
and thwarted Palmerston’s plan for a war with the United States
by means of the monster meeting in St James’s Hall.'® The leaders
of the Parisian workers are also in contact with it.

2 K. Marx, ‘To the Editor of the Stutigart Beobachter’. - b See this volume,
pp. 40-42. - ¢ ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International Association’



46 21. Marx to Lion Philips. 29 November 1864

In the last few years I have been much afflicted with illness
(e.g., in the last 14 months by a recurrence of carbuncles). My
private circumstances have improved in consequence of a legacy
from the death of my mother.?

I think that my book on capital (60 sheets) will at last be ready
for the press next year.%

You will doubtless understand the reasons for mnot allowing
myself to become involved in Lassalle’s movement in his lifetime,
without my spelling them out in detail. However, that cannot deter

me—the more so since persons close to him are urging me to do
so—from taking up his defence, now that he is dead, against such
despicable curs as the clamorous K. Blind.

I am afraid that in mid-spring or early summer of next year
there will be war between Italy, Austria and France. This will be
very damaging for the movement in France and England, which is
growing significantly.

I hope to hear from you soon.

Yours very respectfully
K. Marx

First published in Die Neue Zeit, Bd. 2, Printed according to the original
Nr. 1, Stuttgart, 1901-1902
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MARX TO LION PHILIPS®
IN ZALT-BOMMEL

London, 29 November 1864
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill

Dear Uncdle,

I hope that you are in the best of health despite the asominapLE
weather. All is well here. Except that, to the great alarm of the
whole family, I had a most malignant carbuncle below the left
breast at the beginning of this month, which kept me in great pain
for 2-3 weeks. Other than that, everything has been going well.

3 Henrietta Marx (died 30 November 1863) - b See this volume, pp. 40-42.
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The trade crisis, which I predicted to you long before its actual
arrival,® has by this time long since lost its edge, although its
consequences in the manufacturing districts proper are still very
considerable. On the other hand, I believe a political crisis is to be
expected in the spring or early summer. Bonaparte has again
reached the point where he will have to make war again if he is to
raise a loan. The Venetian business is being kept open (I am
acquainted with some of the agents there) so that it can provide a
point of contact if need be.® It is possible that Bonaparte will
again find a way out, and then he will keep the peace (for he is no
reaL Napoleon), but that is rather improbable.

The encosed printed ‘Address’® is written by myself. The
matter hangs together like this: in September the Parisian workers
sent a delegation to the London workers to demonstrate support
for Poland. On that occasion, an international Workers’ Commit-
tee was formed. The matter is not without importance because 1.
in London the same people are at the head who organised the
gigantic reception for Garibaldi and, by their monster meeting
with Bright in St James’s Hall, prevented war with the United States."”
In a word, these are the real workers’ leaders in London, with one
or two exceptions all workers themselves. 2. On the Parisian side,
Mr Tolain (ouvrier himself, as well) et Co. are at the head, i.e., the
same people who were prevented by a mere intrigue on the part
of Garnier-Pages, Carnot, etc., from entering the Corps législatif
at the last elections in Paris as representatives of the workers
there,* and 3. on the Italian side, it has been joined by the
representatives of the 4-500 Italian workers’ clubs which held their
general congress in Naples some weeks ago,” an event which even
The Times considered important enough to merit a few dozen
lines in the paper.?

Courtesy toward the French and the Italians, who always require
florid language, has obliged me to include a few superfluous turns
of phrase in the preamble to the ‘Rules’® though not in the
‘Address’.”

A few days ago I received a letter from America from my friend
Weydemeyer, Colonel in the regiment stationed at St Louis
(Missouri). Amongst other things, he writes—and these are his
exact words:

2 Marx to Lion Philips, 17 August 1864 (present edition, Vol. 41). - b ‘Inaugural
Address of the Working Men’s International Association’. - ¢ worker - ¢ The Times,
No. 25021, 4 November 1864. - ¢ K. Marx, ‘Provisional Rules of the Association’.
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‘We are regrettably being detained here at St Louis, since, in view of the many
“conservative” elements here, a military force is a continuing necessity to prevent a
break-out and the possible release of the numerous Southern prisoners.... The
whole campaign in Virginia is a BLUNDER, which has cost us innumerable men. But
for all that, the South will not be able to hold out much longer: it has sent its last
man into battle and has no fresh army to call upon. The present invasion of
Missouri, like the incursions into Tennessee, has only the character of a RAID, a
foray: there can be no thought of a lasting re-occupation of districts that have been
lost.’2

When you reflect, my dear Uncle, how at the time of Lincoln’s
election 3'/; years ago it was only a matter of making no further
concessions to the slave-owners, whereas now the avowed aim,
which has in part already been realised, is the abolition of slavery,
one has to admit that never has such a gigantic revolution
occurred with such rapidity. It will have a highly beneficial
influence on the whole world.

At a public meering this week the fellow-member of our race
Benjamin Disraeli has again made a dreadful laughing-stock of
himself by assuming the mantle of guardian angel of the nicu
cHurcH ® and church raTEs, repudiating criticism in religious affairs.®
He furnishes the best evidence of how a great talent unaccom-
panied by conviction creates rogues, albeit gold-braided and ‘rigur
HONORABLE' ORnes.

Those jackasses in Germany have again made a proper
laughing-stock of themselves over the Miiller affair,®® with
ex-parson Kinkel at their head.

With kindest regards from the whole family to you and from me
to Jettchen, Dr, Fritz® et Co.

Ever your faithful nephew
K. M.

First published in International Review of Printed according to the original
Social Hist 1. , , . . s
ocial History, Vol. I, Part 1, Assen, 1956 Published in English in full for the

first time

2 Marx quotes from J. Weydemeyer's letter to Engels written in October 1864. - ® An
account of Disraeli’s speech at the meeting in-Oxford on 25 November 1864 was
published in The Times No. 25040, 26 November 1864. - ¢ Henriette van Anroij, Dr
van Anroij and Friedrich Philips
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MARX TO ENGELS?#*
IN MANCHESTER

{London,] 2 December 1864

Dear Frep,

THANKS FOR THE GUARDIAN.?

I did send on a few coriss of the ‘Address’® to E. Jones
afterwards, with a letter to him saying that he would probably
receive one from you first. He writes today that he has neither
seen nor heard anything from you. His address is 55, not 52,
Cross Street. He says in his letter that, when the Assizes are over,
he will form a branch association in Manchester amongst his
acquaintances.

Could you by any chance dig up the address of the musician
Petzler (mag'be from the Manchester directory, or the Schiller
Association®®)? He has a lot of contacts among the Manchester
workers, and without any INTERVENTION oN Your parT I could put him in
touch with E. Jones from here. You would only need to send me
Petzler’s address.

The worst thing about agitation of this kind is that one gets very
BOTHERED a5 soon as one becomes involved in it. E.g. Address to
Lincoln now on the agenda again, and again I had to compose the
thing ¢ (which is far more difficult than writing a proper work)—so
that the phraseology to which that kind of writing is limited, is at least
distinguishable from vulgar-democratic phraseology.” Fortunately,
Mr Fox is doing the Polish business which is coming up in connection
with 29 November, the anniversary of the Polish revolution of
1830.™

In the Committee, since the address for Lincoln is to be handed
over to Adams, some of the English wanted to have the deputation
introduced sy a MemBER OF PaRLIAMENT— a5 15 customary. This desire was
suppressed by the majority or the Encuisu and the unanimity of the
continentals, and it was declared instead that such ovLp EnciisH cusToMs
oucHT TO BE aBoLIsHED. On the other hand: M. Le Lubez, as a real
crapaud® wanted the address to be directed not to Lincoln but toTuE

a The Manchester Guardian - » K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s
International Association’. - ¢ K. Marx, ‘To Abraham Lincoln, President of the
United States of America’. - @ philistine
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Awzrican Prorie. I made him look suitably foolish and made it clear to
the English that FrencH DEMOCRATIC ETIQUETTE is Not worth a rarTHING
more than MONARCHICAL ETIQUETTE.

Apropos. Naturally it is impossible to have a movement here
without its own press-organ. The Bee-Hive (weekly, organ of the
Trapes-Unions) was therefore declared to be the organ of the
Association. By a stroke of ill-luck, to which the workers are
particularly susceptible, a scoundrel called George Potter (in the
BUILDING STRIKES > he acted as moutnpiece in The Times, but with
articles written not by himself but by others) has installed himself as
manacer with a clique of shareholders, who have so far formed the
majority. The Commrree, whose English members are mostly
Bee-Hive shareholders (a share costs only bs., and no one can have
more than 5 votes, even if he holds 5,000 shares; thus 1 vote per
share up to a maximum of 5), has therefore decided that we
should set up a share-fund here which will enable us to create
shareholders anp To swamp THE oLp majoriTy. I would appreciate it if
you would let us have a contribution for this purpose as well. The
whole operation must, of course, be confined to the close friends
of the members of the Committee, as otherwise counter-measures
would be promptly taken by the other side (i.e. before the Generar
Mzering oF SuarenoLpers which is not far off now).

Besides the Hermann, there was also another little paper here,
the Londoner Anzeiger, which belongs to the worthy Jewish
bookseller Bender. It is trying to build itself up as a competitor to
the Hermann, as the editorship has been taken over by a certain
L. Otto von Breidtschwerdt, although he writes under the name of
L. Otto. I shall hardly become directly involved in the thing at ali,
as I had my fill with the Volk but it is good for reprinting
statements in London as soon as they appear in the German
newspapers, e.g. like the one against Blind.”

This Otto first got to know Eccarius, at whose suggestion he
became a German member of the InternationaL Commrrree. He is a
Swabian, Stuttgarter born and bred. Quite a young fellow, asour 27
or 28. Very much like my wife’s elder brother.” Began as a cadet in
the Austrian army, where he learnt all kinds of languages and was
stationed all over the place. Subsequently studied in Tibingen. As
a person, he is a very pleasant, witty fellow and well-mannered.
His head is still stuffed full of petty Swabianisms and Germanic
nonsense. For all that, very good knowledge and ability. But he

a K. Marx, ‘To the Editor of the Stuttgart Beobachter. - P Ferdinand von
Westphalen
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seems to me to have more inclination than a gift for writing; dull,
doctrinaire. He is useful as a go-between with South Germany and
especially the Land of the Swabians. Also writes in the Augsburger®
from time to time, which is, incidentally, entirely what you would
expect from the Vogt standpoint.

I wrote to Mr Klings that it was difficult, but also quite
unnecessary, to decide between Moses and Bernhard.® Both were
honest and both incompetent. I said that, at the present moment,
it was neither here nor there who has the title of President. When
the time became decisive, there would be no difficulty in finding
the right people.©

I am very much afraid I can feel another carbuncle starting on
my right hip. Allen knows nothing about it as I have been treating
myself for some time. If I went to him now about the arsenic
business, which after all you cannot start without a doctor and to
which he might perhaps not even agree, he would give me the
most dreadful dressing down for having been carbuncling for so
long behind his back!!

Yours

K. M.

In his reply to Mayer the Swabian (via his man-of-straw
Bronner), * Blind states that Lincoln and Frémont were fighting for
his vote because it would decide the riection.®® And in an American
newspaper, The Radical Democrat’ that he was responsible for the
Polish revolution.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . Lo

13 o0 " e e Published in English in full for the
first time

a Allgemeine Zeitung - ® Moses Hess and Bernhard Becker - ¢ See this volume,
p- 2. - 4 [K. Blind,] Article marked ‘Bradford, 25. Oct”’, Der Beobachter, No. 268, 17
November 1864 - € Missouri Democrat
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 8 December 1864

Dear Engels,

You will find enclosed

1. Free Press?

2. Swabian Beobachter.

(With the latter, I have managed to get the fellow at least to
adopt an ironical tone towards Blind again, whereas, as a result of
the letter transmitted by Bronner,® he was so bowled over by
Blind’s boasting—1 have sent the scrawl to Weydemeyer—that he
absolutely drew in his horns and paid compliments to the ‘exceilent
man’. Incidentally, the editor— hinc illae lacrimae—is the man
whom I referred to in Herr Vogt as the ‘garrulous Swabian, Karl
Mayer’,d and who is moreover the son of that Mayer the Swabian
so Incessantly derided by Heine.”)

3. Letter enclosed from Red Becker.© I had, you see, sent a copy
of the statement’ to the Rheinische Zeitung. Please return Becker’s
letter to me.™

Apropos Liebknecht. At the end of the year he is, of course, in a very
tight spot. I have sent him money several times in the course of the
last six months and now I want to send his wife  something in the
form of a Christmas present for the children, since I know they are
in dire straits. I would appreciate it if you would make a
contribution, too. But you must let me know quickly, as periculum in
mora.” I would then send the whole lot to Frau Liebknecht at the
same time.

Salut. Your
K. M.
First published abridged in Der Briefwechsel Printed according to the original
zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Abt. Published in English for the first
111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 ume

2 Presumably The Free Press, No. 12, 7 December 1864, with the article {C.D. Collet,]
‘Russia’s Designs on the Pope’. - ® See this volume, p.51. - ¢ hence these tears
(Terence, Andrig, I, 1, 99) - d See present edition, Vol. 17, pp. 120 and
205. - ¢ Hermann Heinrich Becker - f K. Marx, ‘To the Editor of the Stuttgart
Beobachter'. - 8 Ernestine Liebknecht - P danger in delay (Livy, History of Rome,
Vol. XXXVIII, Chap. 25)
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MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 10 December 1864

DEear Frep,

My compLIMENT TO MRs Lizzy.*

You had already given me your privaTe apprEss some time ago, but
not the ‘rrm’ to which to write. I am very glad to have it now, as I
sometimes find it desirable to drop you a few lines on Saturpavs.

The £5 for Wilhelm® is already on its way to Berlin today.

You have not sent me back the Becker.” However cunningly
‘the Red’ fancies he has extricated himself from the matter, his
letter iS d DOCUMENT WHICH ONE FINE MORNING HE MAY FIND TO TURN UP f()r
unforeseen purposes. The old Hatzfeldt woman will, incidentally,
ensure that the statement® gets to the right person.*

WHAT ABOUT SHERMAN'S EXPEDITION? '°

Apropos. Your Poor-House Purdy is said to have published an
absolutely disgraceful document during the corron-raming,*’ recom-
mending reducing support to a minimum, on the grounds that the
nearth of THE corTon-orERATIVES Was said to have improved; as a result
of this, ramine piseases are said to have broken out in the East of
Lancasure. (That was in the early days of the corron-ramine.} Do you
know anything about it? And, in general, can you obtain for me
the oFriciaL parers in Manchester (of the Committee, ¢ etc.) relating to
the corToN-FAMINE?

Lothario Bucher, whom Lassalle appointed executor to his will
and to whom he left £150 a year pension, has, as you probably
already know, gone over to Bismarck’s camp. Baron lzzy* would
perhaps have done the same himself as ‘Minister of Labour’,
Marquis Posa to Philipp II of the Uckermark,’ but not I~ THE sMaLL
way or Lothario, with whom the Hatzfeldt woman has fallen out
and who can now shake hands with Edgar Bauer and the Prussian
consul in Milan, Mr R. Schramm. The Prussians were looking for
a post for Mr Schramm ‘where yer don’t need no exam’® I also

a Lizzy Burns - ® Wilhelm Liebknecht - ¢ K. Marx, ‘To the Editor of the Stuttgart
Beobachter’. - 4 See this volume, p. 27. - ¢ Lassalle - f Marquis Posa and Philipp
11 are characters from Schiller’s Don Karlos. By ‘Philipp IT of the Uckermark’ Marx
means William 1. - 8 Berlin dialect in the original here: ‘wo ken Examen nicht
netig.’
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fancy Mr Rodbertus’ intentions are ‘none too *onourable’ because he
is claiming to ‘have entirely divorced the social question from politics’,*
sure sign that he has got the ministerial itch. What a contempt-
ible gang, all that riff-raff from Berlin, Brandenburg and Pome-
rania!

I fancy there is a secrer unpersTanpinG between Prussia, Russia and
France for rure war acainst Austria In NEXT sPRING. Venetia will, of
course, provide the warcry.” The Austrians are behaving with
abysmal cowardice and stupidity. This ensues from Francis Joseph
himself interfering personally in Austrian politics. Buol-
Schauenstein, etc., all the sensible hommes d-état” are obliged to
keep their traps shut, and the Russian agents, such notorious
fellows as the present Austrian Forerony MinsTerS are giving all the
orders. For all that, the Austrians’ behaviour would be inexplica-
ble, unless these fellows either have faith in Prussia’s perfidious
promises or are determined to accept the long-standing promise of
compensation in Turkey.

What do you say to Collet’s profound discoveries—based on
Urquhart—about Nebuchadnezzar and the Russians’ Assyrian
ancestry, and the further discovery, which is cited as ‘Urquhart’s’,
that v ItaLy THE POPE 1s THE ONLY REAL THING??

Today’s The Miner and Workman’s Advocate—the Momteur of
the mineworkers in England and Wales—is printing the whole of
my ‘Address’.! The London ‘srickiavers’ (over 3,000 men) have
announced they are joining the International Association, and
they are fellows who have never before joined a movesment.

There was a sus.commrrree® meeting last Tuesday,® at which Mr
Peter Fox (his real name is P. Fox André) presented his address
on Poland™ to us. (This kind of thing is always dealt with
beforehand in the suscomurrrer before going to the GeveraL
Comwmrrree.) The piece is not badly written and Fox has en-
deavoured to apply the concept of ‘class’, at least a semblance of it,
although it is normally alien to him. His real forte is Foreiex Poricy,
and it is only as a propagandist of atheism that he has had
dealings with the Workine Crasses as suc.

But easy though it is to get the English workers to accept a
rational approach, one has to be all the more careful the moment

2 Marx quotes almost literally Liebknecht’s letter to him of 2 December
1864. - b statesmen - ¢ Alexander Mensdorff-Pouilly - 4 [C.D. Collet,] ‘Russia’s De-
signs on the Pope’, The Free Press, No. 12, 7 December 1864. - ¢ mouthpiece -
f K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International Association’, The
Miner and Workman’s Advocate, No. 93, 10 December 1864. - 8 6 December
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men of letters, members of the bourgeoisie or semi-literary people
become involved in the movement. Fox, like his friend Beesly
(Professor of Political Economy at the University of London, he
took the chair at the founding mesting in St Martin’s Hall®) and
other ‘pemocrars’, have a fanatical ‘love’ of France, which, as far as
Forewen Poroy is concerned, they extend not only to Napoleon I but
even to Boustrapa,” as opposed to what they call, not without
justice, the English aristocratic tradition, and as a continuation of
what they call the English democratic tradition of 1791/92. Werr!
Not content in his address (which, incidentally, is not to appear as
an address from the whole Assoctation but as an address from the
English section concerning the Pousu Qurstion, endorsed by the
whole Committee) with telling the Poles, which is true, that the
French people has been traditionally more sympathetic towards
them than the English, Mr Fox wps vp nis appress mainly by
consoling the Poles with the passionate friendship that tus Excrisu
WorkinG Crasses have conceived ror e Frencn Democrats. 1 opposed
this and unfolded a historically irrefutable tableau of the constant
French betrayal of Poland from Louis XV to Bonaparte ITI. At the
same time, I pointed out how thoroughly inappropriate it was that
the Awcro-Frenca-Aruance should appear as the ‘core’ of the
InTERNATIONAL AssociaTion, albeit in a democratic version. To cut
matters short, Fox’s address was accepted by the suscommitree on
condition that he altered the ‘ran’ in accordance with my
suggestions. Jung, the Swiss Secrerary (from French Switzerland),
declared that, as a su~oriry on the Generar Councir, he would move
that the address be rejected as arrocernrr ‘bourgeois’.”

Our Major Wolff has been locked up by the Piedmontese for the
moment in the fortress of Alexandria.

Louis Blanc has written to the General Secretary Cremer that he
approves the ‘Address’ and regrets not having been able to attend
the St Marun’s Hall mestine, etc. Avrocerner, the sole purpose of his
letter is to get him co-opted an nonorary memsir. Foreseeing that
attempts of this kind would be made, I had, however, fortunately
got the sv.Law accepted that no one (except workers’ socieries) could
be invited to join and that nobody at all could be an honorary
member.”

Salut.

Your

2 See this volume, pp. 15-16.
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Gumpert will get the photograph as soon as he sends me the
long-promised one of his wife.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . L
1913 Published in English in full for the
first time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 22 December 1864
Dear Freperick,
In great haste. Please send Becker’s letter back to me.* I hope

you have not Jost it.

H New Year!
PPy . Your

K. M.

First published in MEGA, Abu 1], Printed according to the original

Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 . . X
Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO SOPHIE VON HATZFELDT
IN BERLIN
[Draft)

London, 22 December 1864
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill

My dear Countess,

A few days ago, a friend in Hamburg sent me the Nordstern

containing my statement against Blind," duly emended with
misprints.

2 See this volume, pp. 52,53. - b K. Marx, ‘To the Editor of the Stuttgart Beobachter”.
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It was at your request that I made this statement, although its
composition did not come easily to me as I did not agree with
Lassalle’s political tactics. However, all my scruples were removed
by Blind’s shameless outburst against the deceased in the S¢ Louis
‘Westliche Post’** 1 had not the slightest idea which papers you
would send the statement to. The Nordstern was the furthest from
my mind. Mr Bruhn has now seized upon this opportunity to
make an ‘indecent gesture’ in my direction, by hinting to his
readers in the commentaries that I had sought access to his
emporium through the back door and had been granted it as an
act of extreme graciousness only because a third party had
intervened especially on my behalf.* I have no doubt that his
accomplice in America® will make use of this. Is it Mr Bruhn’s
desire that I should be forced into exposing him publicly for the
conceited nonentity that he is?

If Bruhn, Bernhard Becker and tutti quanti set out to oppose
me and my efforts in any manner whatsoever that I consider
harmful to the workers’ movement itself, a storm will break about
these gentlemen’s heads that will take their breath away. Reasons
of long-standing personal friendship and party interest, which
held me back vis-a-vis Lassalle, can no longer have the slightest
force in respect of these dii minorum gentium® This I am stating
once and for all, so that I cannot later be charged with ambiguity
or inconsiderateness.

In no circumstances, do 1 wish the Eighteenth Brumaire to be
published, and, if steps have already been taken to this end, they
are to be checked forthwith.™

I scarcely dare express any good wishes for the New Year,
knowing as I do that the old year has left you, my dear Countess,
only with memories.

Yours very respectfully

First published in: F. Lassalle. Nach- Printed according to the original
gelassene Briefe und Schriften, Bd. 111, Stutt-

gart-Berlin, 1922 Published in English for the first

time

a Karl Blind - ® Literally: minor gods; here, creatures of a lesser kind.
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MARX TO CARL SIEBEL
IN ELBERFELD

London, 22 December 1864
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill

Dear Siebel,

A Happy New Year!

You will perhaps have seen that Engels and I have agreed to
become contributors to the Berlin Social-Demokrat® Neverthe-
less—this entre nous*—either that paper will have to dissociate
itself from the apotheosis of Lassalle, or we shall dissociate
ourselves from it. But the poor devils have a lot to contend with.

You will have received the ‘Addresses’ sent to you and have no
doubt guessed I am the author. For the sake of the movement
here, it is important for us that German workers’ associations
should join the Central Committee here. (As has happened in
many cases with the Italians and the French.) Now Liebknecht has
written to me that the Berlin printers’ association will be joining,
but that it is very doubtful whether the ‘General Association of
German Workers'® will join, on account of the intrigues of
Mr Bernhard Becker, whose importance was ‘invented’ by Lassalle.
(Entre nous this is perhaps Lassalle’s only invention.)®'

Today I wrote the old Hatzfeldt woman a kind of threatening
letter, sub rosa‘ of course.

Now it would be highly desirable for you to pay a brief visit to
Solingen to explain on my behalf to the cutler, Klings, how
exceedingly important it is that the Association of German
Workers should decide to join the InTernaTiOnAL AssociaTion at its
congress in Diisseldorf on 27 December of this year.* You might
surreptitiously hint that, for such nonentities as B. Becker, etc,,
what matters is, naturally, not the cause but the ‘infiniment petit’,d
ie., their own persons. But such a hint must be dropped
diplomatically, without implicating me.

You understand that it is necessary that the General Association
of German Workers should join only for a start, on account of our

2 between ourselves - P K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s
International Association’. - ¢ allusively (see previous letter) - ¢ infinitely small
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opponents here. At a later date, the whole organisation of this
association will have to be broken up, as its basis is fundamentally
wrong.

If you do not now at last write me a few lines, I shall presume
that you have become totally disloyal to me, and will proclaim you
excommunicated.

Your
K. M.

First published in Deutsche Zeitung, Printed according to the original

Nr. 473, 16 ber 1920 . . N
' October 192 Published in English for the first

time
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MARX TO HERMANN JUNG#*
IN LONDON

Manchester,* [about 8 January 1865]
58 Dover Street, Oxford Street

My dear Jung,
I felt rather shocked at reading in the ‘Beehive’ and the ‘Miner’
of this week that at our last Committee-sitting

‘It was unanimously agreed to invite Messrs Beesly, Grossmith, Beales and
Harrison, to the soirée which is to be held on the 16th’.2

I do not mention the mere anachronism, that no such resolution
was taken on last Tuesday’s sitting.”

What 1 object to is the positive falsehood that Mr Grossmith was
invited.

This Grossmith, although he seldom or never attends our sittings,
figures as a member of the Committee under all our addresses.

How could our Committee invite a member of our Committee to a
soirée given by our Committee? Shall this, perhaps, form a sort of
premium to be gained by regular absence from our weekly
séances?

Since I cannot return to London before the end of next week,
you’ll much oblige me

By asking at next Tuesday’s sitting, who is the writer of the
report in the ‘Beehive’ and the ‘Miner’?

Who empowered that writer to make our Committee the
‘unconscious’ instrument of exalting Mr Grossmith?

You will understand at once how important it is to nip in the
bud any attempt at turning our Committee into the tool of local
ambitions, or any sort of intrigues.

2 The Bee-Hive Newspaper, No. 169, 7 January 1865; The Miner and Workman’s
Advocate, No. 97, 7 January 1865. - » on 3 January
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You will oblige me, by informing me, under the above
address,—and supposing you to make the interpellation-—what
answer was given to you.®

Salut et fraternité.

K. Marx

First published in: Marx and Engels, Reproduced from the original for
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV, the first time
Moscow, 1934
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ENGELS TO RUDOLF ENGELS™
IN BARMEN

[Manchester,] 10 January 1865

Dear Rudolf,

My view of the American war'' is this: the South is gradually
becoming exhausted and cannot replace its armies. The North has
not yet mobilised the half of its resources. The South is limited to
defence, so much so in fact that counter-attacks such as, e.g.,
Longstreet undertook in the Shenandoah Valley, are now a thing
of the past. Hood attempted yet another one, but, in so doing,
revealed his own impotence and decided the whole campaign at
one stroke.® The North is superior to its Southern opponents at
all points and, furthermore, has Sherman’s 40,000 men at its
disposal who can go wheresoever they please, everywhere destroy-
ing the South’s forces, communications, resources and supplies
deep in the South’s own territory.” Charleston is certain to fall in
4-6 weeks at the latest, once Sherman has encircled it on land.®’
The South has but one army left, that at Richmond.* That will
assuredly be quite decisively beaten in the present year, and with
that the defence of the South by armies will be at an end. A
guerrilla war, brigandry, etc., may then ensue and will probably do
$O into next year. '

If the South arms its Negroes, that will be so much the better
for the North. However, they will take good care not to. At the
last moment, if at all. The Negroes are not so stupid as to allow
themselves to be massacred for the whip that flays their backs.
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There will certainly still be moments when things look better for
the South than they do now, but we have seen that happen too
often before, and I shall not be deceived by that. Such moments
are merely a respite

I do not believe we shall get cotton from America; but 1 do
believe we shall see a temporary fall. Cotton is at present so
subject to speculation that prices are affected by every vicissitude
of public opinion. There are, moreover, 500,000 bales in
Liverpool, and the people here do have a tendency to fly to
extremes immediately and shout: the South is done for, is bound
to surrender in 14 days, etc—a rise is thereby inconceivable. We
shall be at the mercy of whatever news we receive, though always
with the proviso that we know the stock in Liverpool to be double
what it was last year. I also believe we shall see the year 1865 close
below present prices, as we must expect more cotton from all
parts.

Your

Friedrich

First published in Deutsche Revue, Jg. 46, Printed according to the original

Bd. II, 1921 . ) L
Published in English in full for the

first time
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MARX TO HIS DAUGHTER JENNY

IN LONDON

Manchester, 11 January 1865
58 Dover Street

My sweet child,

I wanted to leave Manchester tomorrow, but I'll be hardly able
to do so before Sunday (15th Jan.) next.* Ernest Jones, whom I
am anxious to speak, is busily engaged in the neighbouring towns
and has invited me (and Engels) for next Friday evening when
he’ll be at home. I have not yet seen him, and could not see him
before that day. This is one cause of delay. There are others,
but at all events I shall not stay longer than until Sunday.



30. Marx to His Daughter [enny. 11 January 1865 63

The German translation of the ‘Address to the Working
Classes’® has been reprinted in the Mainzer Zeitung, the ‘Address to
Lincoln’® in the Berliner Reform and the London Hermann. The
latter honour is probably due to Mr Juch’s anxiety lest his rival
Bender might monopolize ‘our protection’.

The weather here was abominable. Today ‘the sun shines’, as
Miiller has it, but its rays are reflected by the ice drops covering
the dirty streets. Even the sunbeams must here always have
something disagreeable to fall upon.

I have not yet seen a Borchardt, and as to the Gumperts, I had
only a few minutes’ conversation with the Dr yesterday evening.

On my arrival I did not find Frederick, but in his stead a letter
informing me that he would be back from fox-hunting at 6
o’clock. Meanwhile he had taken all precautionary measures for
making my ‘entrée joyeuse  (with your great historical knowledge
you'll not be at a loss as to the ‘entrée joyeuse’). Whether his change
of domicile is an improvement, seems a rather debatable question.
At all events, the people are less impudent.

Apropos. There is much ‘chronique scandaleuse’ just now in the
Freiligrath world, as far as it is connected with the General Bank of
Switzerland. There has appeared a pamphlet at Genéve, disclosing
the scandalous mismanagement of Fazy,’ Freiligrath’s ‘natural
superior’. He has been forced to resign his post as supreme
director of the bank, and ‘um zu retten, was zu retten ist’< (literally
this) Jew Reinach has been put into his place, assisted by a
Frenchman and-— Karl Vogt who has the despicable meanness of
betraying, and denouncing,and publicly declaring against Fazy, his
old idol, the nian in fact of whom he is a mere ‘creature’.

I suppose you are aware that the first ‘abonnement number’' of
the ‘Social-Democrat’ has been confiscated by the police at Berlin.*
This is a rather favourable accident. Those fellows stand in need
of some small political martyrdom.

I hope all is right at home. The cat being gone, the mice ought
to dance. Pay my compliments to Ma, ‘Success’, ‘Mine Own’ and
the ‘Prophet’.® As to yourself, my dear Aaron, I dreamt of you last

4 K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International Association’. -
b K. Marx, ‘To Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of America’. -
< ‘joyful entrance’ (a French medieval expression used to welcome the arrival of a
prince or king into one of his own towns). - 9 James Fazy. Sein Leben und Treiben. (Von
einem Westschweizer), Neue Zircher-Zeitung, Nos. 321-360, 16 November - 25 De-
cember 1864. - ¢ to save what can yet be saved - ! regular issue for the
subscribers - § Mrs Marx, Laura, and Eleanor Marx and Helene Demuth
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night, and saw you in your bloomer costume, performing the most
wonderful jumps, almost flying through the air, after you had
before done the Davenport trick in the most admirable manner.*
I felt quite proud and chuckled in my sleeves over the success of
my old acquaintance, and had the most lively remembrance of the
rather unplastic dance you had in bygone times executed before
the golden calf, in the desert.?

Show Ma the inclosed. She will remember Bochum-Dolfs, from
Paris. He is now the happy father of 10 children with whom he
‘vagabonds’ through the world.

First published, in Russian, in Voin- Reproduced from the original
stuuyushchy materialist, Book 4, 1925, and in

the language of the original, English, in

The Socialist Review (London), No. 44,

September 1929
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MARX TO JOHANN BAPTIST VON SCHWEITZER'!

IN BERLIN
[Draft]

To. J. B. v. Schweitzer (‘Social-Demokrat’)
London, 16 January 1865

Sir,

Despite its brief existence, your Social-Demokrat has already
carried two attacks on the ‘International Association’. I am only
awaiting the ‘third’ before my friends and I publicly dissociate
ourselves from any connection with your paper. In the event of
such a dissociation, I should be compelled to deal ‘critically’ with
certain things which, in deference to party interests, I have
hitherto not aired, and this may not be at all to the liking of
certain gentlemen. The first attack on the ‘International Associa-

2 Here a strip of paper is cut off at the bottom of the page, presumably bearing Marx’s
signature. The paragraph that follows is a postscript in the left-hand corner of the
first page of the letter.
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tion’ was contained in an inane passage in B. Becker’s ‘Message’.*
I did not hold you responsible for it for the very reason that it was
a ‘message’ and you unfortunately have an official connection with
the ‘General Workers’ Association® (emphatically not to be
confused with the working class).

The bare-faced, lying gossip of Mr Moses Hess® is another
matter; if you had had the slightest consideration for me and my
friends you would wunder mo circumstances have accepted it, you
could only have accepted it with the intention of provoking me.

With regard to Moses’ fabrication itself, I shall be making a
public statement about it after I have obtained certain information
from Paris.”’ Regarding your acceptance of that abomination of an
article, I should be obliged if you would inform me whether I am to
consider same as a declaration of war by the ‘Social-Demokrat’?

Your most obedient servant

K. Marx
First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to Marx’s
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV, Notebook for 1865

Moscow, 1934
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MARX TO ENGELS®*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 25 January 1865

Dear Freperick,

Letters enclosed

1. from Weydemeyer,

2. from Schily,

3. from Liebknecht. I must have all 3 back.

4. from Schweitzer and 5. a scrawl about Vegt, which I would
also like back.

By way of explanation for letters 2, 3 and 4, the following: I do
not know whether you get the Social-Demokrat (or have taken out a

a [Moses]H[ess], ‘Paris, 10. Jan. [Arb.-Associationen. Internat. Arb.-Assoc. Avenir
national], Der Social-Demokrat, No. 8, 13 January 1865.
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subscription to it). (If neither should be the case, Bender can
always send you one from here, as he has ordered 6 copies on the
off-chance.)

There was a contribution in the Social-Demokrat from that
jackass Moses Hess,* in which he related how we had approached
L’Association (paper of the Paris associations) asking them to print
a translation of our address® (on the contrary, Massol had made
Schily an offer to that effect) and join our Association; they are
said to have refused, however, because we had originally
approached Tolain and others who were Plon-Plonists.” Tolain
himself had admitted as much, etc.

I discovered this scraw! on the day after my return from
Manchester.” Therefore wrote furious letters to Paris® and
Berlin.© From Schily’s and Schweitzer’s letters it emerges that the
whole thing can be blamed on Hess’ asininity (mixed with a certain
amount of wmauce, perhaps) and on Liebknecht’s asininity toute
pure’

The affair created a great furore in the Comité here yesterday.
Le Lubez, entirely on Tolain’s side, declares the whole thing to be
slanderous, since fellows like Horn (Einhorn, rabbi) and that
gas-bag Jules Simon (of La Liberté®) are on the Comité of
L’Association. However, at my suggestion, it was resolved not to
send the 500 carps o memsersiip to Paris until Schily had reported
further from Paris.”

The Association is doing famously here. At its soirée,! which I did
not attend, asout 1,200 people (they would have had 3 x as many if
the hall had been big enough) gathered, which brought approxi-
mately £15 into our exceedingly depleted Exchrquer.

Letter has come from Geneva about joining,96 and from bIFFERENT
PARTS OF ENGLAND.

There will be a meering for the Poles in the course of February
(especially to collect money for the new émigrés, which also
explains Lord Townshend as cuamrman), organised by the (English)
Povisii Leacce, the Polish society here and our Association.”

What do you say to Lassalle’s ‘bequest’, as described by
Liebknecht?® Is it not exactly like his own Sickingen, who wants
to compel Charles V to ‘assume the leadership of the movement’?®

a [Moses] Hless], ‘Paris, 10. Jan. [Arb.-Associationen. Internat. Arb.-Assoc. Avenir
national], Der Social-Demokrat, No. 8, 13 January 1865. - b K. Marx, ‘Inaugural

Address of the Working Men’s International Association’. - ¢ See this volume,

pp. 64-65. - d pure and simple - € La Liberté de penser - f See this volume, p. 60.
- % Sickingen and Charles V are characters in Lassalle’s Franz von Sickingen.
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Yesterday, I sent Article on Proudhon® to Schweitzer, in response
to his urgent request (and also to make up to him for having bitten
his head off instead of Liebknecht’s for the siLunper in the
Soc.-Dem.). You will see from it that several very savage blows,
ostensibly aimed at Proudhon, strike home at our ‘Achilles’® and
were intended to do so.

Apropos. Each secretary of our Association will receive a
package of carps or memsersnir next week (for the ‘Association’, not
for the ‘Comité’, of course) for distribution (Is. for annual
subscription, 1d. for the carp). You must get rid of a few in
Manchester. It will not be many. But let me know about now many I
can send for this purpose? It is I FACT ONE OF THE WAYS AND MEANS OF THE
ASSOCIATION.

My compLiMENTS TO Mgrs Burxs. WILL SHE, PERHAPS, BECOME A MEMBER?
LADIES ARE ADMITTED.

YoOURs TRULY

K. M.

P.S. I left a pair of winter Boors (shoes) at your house in Dover
Street, ditto new pair of knitted stockings, and probably the 2 silk
handkerchiefs as well. I only mention it so that you can pror a worp
to your landlords ‘some time or other’ so that they know that an
eye is kept on them.

By means of a most ingenious experiment Prof. Tyndall has
managed to separate out the rays of the sun into a heat-ray, which
even melts platinum, and a cold light-ray which has no heat at all.
Thls iS ONE OF THE FINEST EXPERIMENTS OF OUR DAYS.

PS. I

Liebknecht has also sent me a note from the editors, urgently
asking for a contribution from you. For the moment they are
thinking either of the Yaxker War or the Prussian Army Reform, as
they say their paper is read by more people of standing than any
other Berlin paper.

Now, as far as the Yankee Waris concerned, you explained to me
before that it was not suitable for the Social-Demokrat.

Regarding the Prussian Army Reform, the paper would be a very
good place for it. Only question for me is this: would not an
analysis of this topic involve you in a one-sided conflict with the
men of Progress,” which would be undesirable at this moment
and on this topic, since the King* has declared he will not give way

a K. Marx, ‘On Proudhon [Letter to J. B. Schweitzer]. - b Ferdinand Lassalle -
¢ William 1
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on any point, so has naturally turned the question into a burning
constitutional issue?'® Or can you treat the question, in accor-
dance with your military view, in such a way as to kill both birds,
which is what is wanted?

At all events, as I have already sent the paper an article pirectoy
(signed by me), you can be published there, too. And you ought to
do so, while there is still an organ in existence at all.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
{ zwischen F. . Marx, Bd. 3, . . co
;iu::;:ﬁt ml gl :f nffll; u:;d flfl” iarlmeEG A Published in English in full for the
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time
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ENGELS TO MARX '
IN LONDON

Manchester, 27 January 1865

Dear Moor,

I will send the letters back to you tomorrow or on Sunday, as I
simply have to read this dreadful handwriting and these pale inks
by daylight; yesterday evening I was only able to skim through
them.

Moses® really has been extraordinarily tactless (no doubt the
head of the party® took a certain malicious pleasure in it), but
Liebknecht even more so. But I am surprised the latter has not
already committed more such gaffes, it always was his rortE.

I am sending the fellows the little Danish folksong about
Tidmann, who is struck dead by the old man at the Thing for
imposing new taxes on the peasants.® It is revolutionary but not
indictable, and above all it is directed against the feudal nobility,
which the paper? absolutely must condemn. 1 am making a few
remarks to that effect. I shall probably be able to do the article on
the reorganisation of the army* as soon as I get the new military
budget proposals, etc.; 1 am writing to ask them to send them to

a Moses Hess (see this volume, pp. 65,66) - b Bernhard Becker - ¢ F. Engels, ‘Herr
Tidmann. Old Danish Folk Song’. - 4 Der Social-Demokrat - < F. Engels, The Prussian
Military Question and the German Workers” Party.
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me and am telling them at the same time that I shall be coming
out against the government—rpast aND PRESENT—just as much as
against the men of Progress,” and that the article must not be
published if the first point is unacceptable to them.'” As far as the
American war is concerned, perhaps something can be made of it
at a later date after all. The present phase is not yet complete, the
calm, to use J. Grimm’s term, is ‘inorganic’.

Good old Lassalle 1s after all gradually being unmasked as a
common or garden scoundrel. It has never been our practice to
judge people by what they thought but rather by what they were,
and I do not see why we should make an exception in the late
Izzy’s case. Subjectively, his vanity may have made the affair seem
plausible to him, but objectively it was the act of a scoundrel, the
betrayal of the whole workers’ movement to the Prussians.
Throughout, the stupid fop does not seem to have obtained from
Bismarck anything at all in return, nothing specific at all, let alone
guarantees *; he seems just to have taken it for granted he would
definitely do Bismarck in the eye, in exactly the same way as he could
not fail to shoot Racowita dead. That’s Baron Izzy all over
for you.

Incidentally, it will not be very long now before it becomes not
merely desirable but necessary to make this whole affair public. We
can only gain from it, and, if the business with the Association?
and the paper in Germany bears fruit, the fellow’s heirs will have
to be thrown out soon enough now. Meanwhile, the proletariat in
Germany will soon see what it has got in Bismarck.

Kind regards to the rapis.

Your
F. E.

I can only see my way to disposing of approx. !/, dozen cards; 1
will see Jones about it, I'm very busy just now.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
{ zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . A

gem:tu;:ﬁt en1913 nf:ld u:l full i‘:,‘m MEGA. Published in English in full for the

Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time

4 General Association of German Workers
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34

MARX TO ENGELS'®

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 30 January 1865
Dear Engels,

Tout d’accord® As far as your anxiety about confiscation is
concerned, what you must do is to announce quite briefly, as a
foreword to the first article,” that you are firstly going to throw
light on the subject from the military point of view, secondly you
are going to criticise the bourgeoisie and, thirdly, the reaction,
etc., and the attitude of the workers’ party to the question, etc.,
whereby the drift can already be narrowly outlined or hinted at.
This will, de prime abord‘ make it more difficult for the
government to confiscate. If it does so in spite of that, the
Social-Demokrat will thereby be hurled into a new phase (for the
fellows cannot at present confiscate without releasing the confis-
cated material, or taking it to court), and, at the same time, you
must keep a copy of the manuscript of No. IIL. It is then the
easiest thing in the world to publish it in the one of the 2 German
papers here® and then send corrrs of it to Hamburg, etc., where
one or other of the bourgeois papers is sure to print it.

It seems to me that Schily has allowed himself to be duped by
M. Hess. This is quite evident from all Moses’ epistles to the
Social-Demokrat. (Cr. r1. No. 15 of the Social-Demokrat® which has
just arrived and is, on the whole, full of the most revolting
‘Lassalleanism’. The gentdemen from Iserlohn speak of ‘Lassalle-
Lincoln’.y Moses is our adversary, has forgotten neither our
‘expulsion from Brussels’ nor our ‘ejection from Cologne’ ' and
always counts it to Lassalle’s credit that he had the ‘tact’ so
necessary for a ‘leader of the people’ to take M. Hess seriously.

By the way, being the ‘organ of the General Association of
German Workers’, the Soctal-Demokrat finds it extremely difficult
to extricate itself from the apotheosis-soup.

# In complete agreement (see previous letter) - » F. Engels, The Prussian Military
Question and the German Workers' Party, Chapter 1. - < from the outset - ¢ The
reference is presumably to the Hermann and the Londoner Anzeiger.- © A reference to
Hess’ report ‘Paris, 25. Jan. [Associationswesen. Clerus. Der oppositionelle Wahlsieg?’,
Der Social-Demokrat, No. 15, 29 January 1865. - f Quoted from the report ‘Iserlohn,
25, Januar’, Der Social-Demokrat, No. 15, 29 January 1865.
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Incidentally, since we now know that Izzy planned to trade off
the workers’ party to Bismarck® (we were previously quite
unaware of how) so that he might become known as the ‘Richelieu
of the Proletariat’, I shall not now have any scruples about making
it sufficiently plain in the preface to my book that he is a parrot
and plagiarist.'™

I wonder whether the ‘poems’: “To follow Lassalle is our every
wish’® and other nonsense which the workers are sending to the
Soctal-Demokrat, do not emanate directly or indirectly from the old
lady.® At all events, I have already told the editors several times in
writing that this nonsense has got to stop sy and sv.'*

What sort of fellows the men of Progress® are is evident yet
again from their conduct regarding the combination question.'"”
(En passant, the Prussian Anti-Combination Law, like all continen-
tal laws of this kind, has its origin in the decree of the Assemblée
Constituante of 14 June 1791 by which the French bourgeois
imposed the most severe penalties on axyrHING oF THE sorT, in fact
workers’ associations of any kind,—e.g. loss of civil rights for a
year—on the pretext that this constituted restoration of the guilds
and is in contravention of liberté constitutionelle® and the ‘droits de
Phomme’.? It is so characteristic of Robespierre that, at a time when
it was a crime punishable by the guillotine to be ‘constitutional’, as
defined by the Assemblée of 1789, all of its laws directed against
the workers remained in force.)

Here in London Mr Bright has again spoiled his whole rapport
with the workers by his seercn opposing the application of the
Ten Hours’ Bill'® (o the BirmincHam TrRapes.° A bourgeois of that
kind really is incorriciBie. And the fellow does that at a mo-
ment when he wants to make use of the workers to beat the
oligarchs!

Apropos. As I have now told the Social-Demokrat twice that they
must purge their paper of this infantile ‘apotheosis” as far and as
quickly as possible, it will doubtless do no harm if you make
similar remarks to the editors when you send your article.” If we
allow them to use our names, then we can, at the same time,
demand that now, when people are aware of Lassalle’s intended
treachery, they should not help to throw dust in the eyes of the

a Quoted from an anonymous poem published in the section ‘Einsendungen von
Arbeitern’ in Der Social-Demokrai, No. 15, 29 January 1865. - > Sophie von
Hatzfeldt - ¢ constitutional liberty - 4 ‘rights of man’ - ¢ J. Bright’s speech in the
Birmingham Chamber of Commerce on 19 January 1865. In: The Times, No. 25087,
20 January 1865. - £ The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers” Party
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workers or turn themselves into a vehicle for just any kind of
loutish rubbish.

lut.
Salut Your
K. M.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
l zwischen F. Engels und K. Bd. 3, . . C
;iutz:g;; enlglg nflid u::l flmei?}rx’MEGA Published in English in full for the
Abt.I11, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first tme
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MARX TO ENGELS™

IN MANCHESTER
[London,} 1 February 1865

Dear Freperick,

Enclosed letter from Strohn to be returned; write to me and let
me know your thoughts about the publishing business at the same
time.'?

This ‘Siebold’ is the Siebold of champagne fame, no poust asout
trar. I really am rather afraid that he did not merely find my
reception of his bubbly enthusiasm very dry, but THAT HE cAUGHT sOME
QUEER WORDS AT GUMPERT'S DOOR, As I ToLD You aT THE TIME. At all events, 1t
is nice of the fellow and quite typical of wine-salesman politics to
go straight from us to Karl Blind and run as his messencer to
Hamburg. Has Blind perhaps also placed an order for ‘sparkling
wines’ and granted his most gracious protection to scum-
scoundrelism as well? T hope for the sake of bubbly’s good
reputation that Siebold is no such venal scum, although there was
no mistaking that while one of his eyes was sparkling with
enthusiasm, the other nap ax £ve o susiness. Regarding Freiligrath, I
reeL sure that he is much too cautious to agree publicly in any way to
collaborate (in partibus® it goes without saying) with Blind.
However, I snaiL TRy To ascertam T ract. At all events, it is very good

that Strohn has so gratifyingly baulked Ruge and Blind. I sent off

2 to all appearances (In partibus infidelium—Iliterally: in parts inhabited by
unbelievers. The words are added to the title of Roman Catholic bishops appointed
to purely nominal dioceses in non-Christian countries).
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a few sarcastic marginalia to him earlier today,'"! intended

specifically for Meissner, concerning the nobile par® of antagonistic
brothers.

You must excuse the scraps of English in my epistle as there was
a SITTING OF THE COUNCIL yesterday which lasted until one ocrock.
(‘Liquor’ and ‘smoke’ are banned from these ‘sitrings’.) The first
thing was the answering epistle from Lincoln, which you may find
in tomorrow’s Times''? and certainly in The Daily News and The
Star” In the reply to the Lonpon Emancieation Sociery''® (which
counts among its members such illustrious figures as Sir Charles
Lyell and the ‘Voice of World History’, alias K. B. ), published in
yesterday’s Evening Star, the old man drily dismisses the fellows
with two formal clichés, exactly as he had done in his earlier
answer to the Manchester branch of the EwmanciraTion Sociery;
whereas his letter to us is in fact everything we could have asked
for, and, in particular, the naive assurance that the United States
could not involve itself directly in ‘Propacanpism’. At any rate, it is
the only answer so far on THe parT oF THE oLp Man that is more than a
strictly formal one.

Secondly, a delegate was there from the Poles (aristocrats), who
have links with the ‘Literary Sociery’,'' through whom these
gentlemen conveyed their solemn assurance, with an eye to the
forthcoming meerine on Poland, that they are democrats and that
every Pole 1s now a democrat, since the aristocracy has dwindled
away to such a degree that they would be mad not to recognise the
impossibility of restoring Poland without a peasant rising. WrhEeTHER
or not these fellows believe what they say, at all events, the last
lesson they had does not seem to have been entirely wasted on
them.**

Thirdly, there were statements from various Trapes unions about
their joming. Ditto from an association in Brussels which is
promising to organise branches throughout Belgium.'"®

I then handed over an issue of the Daily St. Louis Press which
had arrived just yesterday containing leader about our ‘Appress 7o
T Workinemen and an excerpt from it which had obviously been
arranged by Weydemeyer.©

But now the most remarkable thing of all.

Cremer, ovr Honorary Gexerar Secrerary, had received a written
invitation for the ‘Councit’, as well as a private visit, from a
Provisionar Commrrree which is meeting privatim at the London

2 noble pair (Horace, Satires, II, 111, 243) - b The Morning Star - ¢ Karl Blind -
d K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International Association’. -
€ St.-Louis Daztly Press, No. 22, 10 January 1865.
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Tavern next Monday. Object: monsTER MEETING fOT MANHOOD SUFFRAGE.
Chatrman: — Richard Cobden!

The point is this: as E. Jones told us previously, these fellows
have been a complete failure in Manchester. They have therefore
adopted A BROADER pLATFORM, in which REGISTRATION ‘FOR PAYING POOR-RATE'
figured instead of mannoop surrrace, however. That is what is stated
in the printed circular sent to us. However, since various
indications made it clear to them that nothing less than mannoop
SUFFRAGE Can attract ANY CO-OPERATION WHATEVER ON THE PART OF THE WORKING
ciassks, they have announced they are prepared to accept the
latter. A big demonstration in London would lead to similar ones
in the provinces, write the provincials ‘yet once again’, having ‘all
ready’ realised that they are not able to ser THE BALL A-GOING.

The next question raised yesterday was this: should our sociery,
LE. counciL, agree to what these fellows want (they include all the
old suam City acrtaTors such as Sam. Morley, etc.) and send a few
delegates to attend the transactions of their provisional committee
as ‘watchmen’? Secondly, if these fellows pledge themselves directly
to the slogan of mannoop surrrace and the pusiic meeTing is being
called under this slogan, should we promise our support? The
latter is, you see, just as crucial to these fellows as it was in the
American business.!” Without the trapes unions, no mass meetinG is
possible, and without us, the Trapes unions are not to be had. This is
also the reason why these gentlemen have come to us.

Opinions were very divided, for which Bright’s latest silly tricks
in Birmingham were much to blame.?

On my motion, it was decided that: 1) the delegation should be
sent (in my motion, I excluded roreicners from it; but Eccarius and
Lubez were elected on to it as ‘Englishmen’ and silent witnesses)
just as ‘observers’!'®; 2) so FaR As THE MEETING Is CONCERNED, We should
act with them firstly if manuoop surrrace is proclaimed directly and
publicly in the programme, and secondly if people selected by us are
included on the permanent committee, so that they can keep an eye
on those fellows and compromise them in the event of fresh
treachery, which, as I made plain to all of them, is at any rate
intended. 1 am writing to E. Jones about the matter today.'”

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . S
1913 Published in English in full for the

first time
2 See this volume, p. 71.
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36

MARX TO ENGELS'"®
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 3 February 1865

Dear Freperick,

Enclosed

1. Letter from Siebel'' reporting on his meeting with Klings,
with which I had ‘charged’ him.* My only comment on it is that I
am not going to interfere in the affair any further. If Klings
succeeds—without our help—in getting rid of B. Becker and his
testamentary importance, together with the beastly old girl,® that
suits. me. There is nothing to be done with the Workers’
Association® as bequeathed by Baron Izzy.© The sooner it is
disbanded, the better.

2. Rheinische Zeitung with leading article,'” probably by Red
Becker.® It amounts to an areeaL ad misericordiam® from the ‘men
of Progress’.®

My opinion is now that the two of us must issue a statement, and
that this crisis particularly gives us the opportunity to reoccupy
our ‘cecimiMaTE position. Asour 10 days ago, 1 wrote to Schweitzer
that he must stand up to Bismarck and the workers’ party must
drop even the appearance of flirting with Bismarck, etc.”?! By way
of thanks, he has ‘all ready’ been philandering with Pissmarck
more than ever.

‘Yet again’ Moses Hess is ‘all ready’ denouncing the ‘International
Association’'® for the second time in No. 16 of the Social-
Demokrat, which contains the letter 1 wrote about Proudhon,f
bristling with misprints. I wrote a furious letter to Liebknecht
about it yesterday,'" telling him that this was the very last
warning; that I do not give a rarthine for ‘good will’ when its
actions are those of ill-will; that I cannot make it clear to the
members of the ‘InternaTionar Commirree’ here that things like that
occur in bonne foi® out of pure stupidity; that while their gutter
rag continues to eulogise Lassalle, even though they know what
treachery he had up his sleeve,”® and while it conducts this

2 See this volume, pp. 58-59. - b Sophie von Hatzfeldt - ¢ Ferdinand Lassalle -
d Hermann Heinrich Becker - ¢ for mercy - f K. Marx, ‘On Proudhon [Letter to
J. B. Schweitzer]’. - 8 good faith

5%
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cowardly flirtation with Bismarck, it has the effrontery to let the
Plonplonist® Hess accuse us here of Plonplonism, etc.

My opinion is now that we should take up Moses’ denunciation
or insinuation in order d’abord® to issue a brief declaration of war
against Bonaparte Plon-Plon, at the same time making honourable
mention of Moses’ friend, the Rabbi Ein-Horn. Then we should
use this to declare ourselves ditto against Bismarck, as well as
against the rogues or fools who are dreaming or drivelling about an
alliance with him for the sake of the working class. Then, of course,
in conclusion the beastly men of Progress should be told that they
have, on the one hand, run their cause into the ground by their
political cowardice and helplessness, and that, on the other hand,
if they are demanding an alliance with the working class against
the government—which at the moment is, of course, the only
correct line—then they would at least have to make the
concessions to the workers that accord with their own principle of
‘FREETRADE’ and ‘peEMocraTisM’, in other words, repeal of all the
exceptional laws against the workers, which in addition to the
combination laws quite specifically include the present Prussian
legislation on the press. They would ditto have to proclaim, at
least in principle, the restoration of universal suffrage, which was
abolished by the coup d’état in Prussia.’” This would be the
minimum to be expected of them. Maybe something ought to be
put in about the military question as well. At all events, the thing
needs to be tied up quickly. And you must get your ‘ideas’ about
the whole statement down on paper. [ will then add mine to it and
knead it all together, will send the whole thing back to you once
again anp so rortH. The moment seems to me to be favourable for
this ‘coup d’état’. We cannot miss this moment for our ‘restitutio in
wntegrum’ ® out of consideration for Liebknecht or for anyone else.

At THE saME TIME, you must not fail to let the Social-Demokrat have
your article on the military question® so sooN As pOSSIBLE.

I would of course write to them— quoad? statement—that, if
they do mot accept same immediately, same will ‘all ready’ appear
in other papers.

If they do accept it, well and good, and it will not even matter if
it blows them sky high. (Although Bismarck will take care not to
resort to forcible measures at the present moment.) If they do not
accept it, we have a decent excuse for getting rid of them.© At ail

2 first of all - b restitution to full rights - < F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question
and the German Workers’ Party. - 9 regarding - ¢ See this volume, pp. 79-80.
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events, the air must be cleared and the party purged of the stench
left behind by Lassalle.

Your
K. M.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3,

Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA,

Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930
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ENGELS TO MARX ™

IN LONDON

{(Manchester,] 5 February 1865
Mornington St[reet]

Dear Moor,

I fully agree about the statement.* But you will have to do it
yourself, or I shall never get the military article® done. I fear the
thing is getting to be so long that it will only be feasible in
pamphlet form. I and II are finished (except for revision), 111 not
yet. I have had a lot of interruptions, Blank was here, etc., etc. So,
you do the statement. The exceptional law also includes the
restriction on the right of association and assembly, all the
legislation concerning journeymen’s road books'** and finally Article
100 of the penal code: Incitement of citizens to hatred and
contempt (another Napoleonic legacy). Then, if you can work it in,
some indication that in a predominantly agricultural country like
Prussia it is despicable to attack only the bourgeoisie in the name
of the industrial proletariat, without even mentioning the brutal
patriarchal exploitation of the rural proletariat by the big feudal
aristocracy. It is less important to say anything about the military
question, but the budger question should be given prominence: what
use 1s it to the workers to have a parliament elected by universal
suffrage, if it is as powerless as Bismarck wants to make the

4 See previous leter. - P F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the German
‘orkers’ Party.
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present bourgeois parliament—whose successor it would after all
be? And if it cannot even reject new taxation?

Those are my thoughts ad hoc* So, get going and sent the thing
to me straightaway.

Meissner. So ¥ar so coon. You should go there yourself, of course.
Conto a meta® has its advantages if you reserve the contractual
right to inspect the books and documents and if Meissner is
prepared to make you an interest-free advance equal to */; of the
fee you are claiming anyway. Strohn’s letter seems to suggest that
Meissner WOULD RATHER NOT PART WITH ANY MONEY IF HE COULD HELP IT.66 At all
events, you must go there yourself with the manuscript® and settle
it

Moreover, get on with it quickly now. The time is really ripe for
the book, and our names again command respect in the public
eye. You know how fashionable it is to procrastinate in publishing
in Germany. So, do not miss the moment-—it may make an
enormous difference to the impact it produces.

Siebold. T have told you before that lads like that are not to be
trusted and I was sure from the beginning that he would call on
Blind in London. The assumption that he had picked up some
odd remarks ad portam Gumperti® is quite unnecessary. The fellow
has always done that and will always do so. But it is a good thing
we have our eye on him ‘all ready’.

I gather from Siebel’s letter,'"® which I am keeping here, that
the Lassalle Association® will very soon be ruined, thanks to its
officers’ roguish tricks and embezzlement, and a very good thing
too that it ‘will have turned out thus’. The beastly old girl¢ and her
cliques will do the rest. The less we concern ourselves about the
whole filthy business, the better. Let 1t RoT aND BE DAMD TO IT.

I find the Social-Demokritchen' more repugnant with every
passing day. That shitty Hess, who is, in relation to us, really
acting like a secret employee of Lassalle, with his protectorial airs;
Mr Schweitzer’s bloody pretentious articles on the encyclical and
Bismarck, flirting with every kind of trash and only scolding the
bourgeoisie,® the complete lack of sparkle and talent, and the
absence even of any common sense, with just a few exceptions, it
is all a bit too much for me. Lassalle-worship three times a week,

2 on the subject - b a joint account - ¢ of Capital - 4 at Gumpert’s door (see this
volume, p. 72) - ¢ Sophie von Hatzfeldt - f Literally: Little Social-Demokrat -
g8 Engels is referring to the following articles by Schweitzer published as leaders in Der
Soctal-Demokrat (Nos. 5, 6 and 14; 6, 8 and 27 January 1865): ‘Das Kirchenthum und
die moderne Civilisation’, ‘Das Ministerium Bismarck und die Regierungen der
Mittel- und Kleinstaaten’ and ‘Das Ministerium Bismarck. I'.
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the devil can stomach that, and it is good that the crisis is coming.
I shal] tell these gentlemen so in my next letter as well, have had
no opportunity to do so until now. Apropos, how are you
addressing your letters to Liebknecht? T would like to give him a
telling-off from time to time as well, or encourage him, 5%l y a
liew

I must stop now. Best wishes and do send the statement
straightaway. T shall have finished the article by Wednesday or
Thursday.

Your
F. E.

I have tried to sound out my brother-in-law® about Siebel, but I
could discover nothing except that he is ‘always drunk’, runs
around with actresses, and his wife wants to divorce him.

MY BEST COMPLIMENTS TO THE LADIES.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . S
ssiui:glite 1913 gfusi u:;] full ianrx MEGA Published in English in full for the
Abt. T, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time
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MARX TO ENGELS'™
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 6 February [1865]

Dear Engels,

As good luck would have it, in the feuilleton section in the
Social-Demokrat which arrived today your call for the crushing of
the aristocracy comes right after my article® condemning even a
‘pseudo-compromise’.

In the first instance, I now believe it is better to send in the few
lines below,'® instead of the statement I had originally intended.?
They will inevitably provide the occasion for a further statement. But

a if there are grounds for doing so - b Karl Emil Blank - ¢ F. Engels, ‘Herr
Tidmann. OIld Danish Folk Song’, K. Marx, ‘On Proudhon [Letter to
J- B. SchweitzerT. - d See this volume, pp. 75, 76-77.
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my ‘aesthetic’ sense tells me—on further reflection—that the
latter would not be entirely appropriate, because it would come too
soon after Becker’s appear.'? These few lines, on the other hand,
will quite certainly provoke a real tussle between Schweitzer and
Red Becker etc., in which we can then intervene and declare our
policy briefly, forcefully and without any beating about the bush.

I enclose letter from the unfortunate Liebknecht'*® and note
sent him by the old Hatzfeldt woman; there is still not enough
‘Lassalle’ in the paper® for her liking.

As 1o Klings, T am not going to answer at all. Let the fellows
manage by themselves.”

Letter from Schily just received (can only send it to you in a few
days time), from which it emerges:

1. that Moses’* insinuations were pure invention,

2. that our plan will have a ‘fantastic’ effect in Paris, and the
workers there are not taking any notice whatsoever of L’Associa-
tion, which Mr A. Horn, Lob Sonnemann and other riff-raff use
to indulge their self-importance.”

If the attached statement meets with your approval, make a
copy of it and sign it. Then send it back. I will then put my name
to it as well and post the thing to Berlin.

Apropos. Lincoln’s answer to us is in today’s Times.'"

| Postscript]

Liebknecht’s private address is: ‘13 Neuenburger Strasse,
Berlin’. You can send to Mrs Liebknecht at that address whenever
you want to write privately. Poor W. Liebknecht is obviously in an
exceedingly embarrassing situation. He will have to be told that it
is a case of either bending or breaking. In the latter case, I should
think he could certainly earn an honest living as a schoolmaster in
Manchester.

First published (without Postscript) in Der Printed according to the original
Briefwechsel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx,

Bd. 3, Stuttgart, 1913 Published in English in full for the

first time

@ Der Social-Demokrat - b See this volume, p. 82. - ¢ Moses Hess
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39

ENGELS TO MARX?®
IN LONDON

Manchester, 7 February 1865

Dear Moor,

Statement? enclosed. They will take exception to the fact that we
refer to Moses® by name, which, when published, could be
regarded as a breach of editorial secrecy. Do not forget to give
Liebknecht instructions about this, so that a justifiable technical
objection of this kind does not delay the matter again.

Liebknecht is becoming more and more stupid. He calls it a
compromise that we should not merely sanction in silence every
stupid thing that appears in the paper but also tolerate the paper
casting aspersions on our own affairs and actions,'® in defiance of
every convention. But we always have a fine ror of agents to act
for us and will certainly not be such jackasses as Lassalle and
‘bequeath’ anything to them, s'il y avait de quoi 1f things go wrong
in Berlin, Liebknecht would do best to come over, leaving his
family behind, we will then see what can be done, he will be able
to make acquaintances soon enough at the Schiller Institute®
here, and whatever else can be done, will be; T think he might
very well manage to settle down here like that, and if not, nothing
is lost, and if it works out all right, he can bring his family over
later. If he brings his family along straightaway, he will certainly go
to the dogs here, because the cost will then be so much greater
that the attempt cannot possibly last long. It will not be easy to
obtain work teaching children, as Lupus did; but he can, of
course, explore the possibilities.

Bender has sent me a bill for 5s. per quarter for my
subscription to the Social-Demokrdtchen, which seems exorbitant to
me.

The devil knows how one’s work here is subject to all kinds of
interruptions. Another committee meeting of the Schiller Institute
yesterday, so this evening is the first time since Friday that I have
managed to get down to the military question.®

a K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’. - b Moses
Hess - ¢ Der Social-Demokrat - 4 if there were anything to bequeath - ¢ F. Engels,
The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers’ Party.
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The attempt by Hatzfeldt and Klings to throw out Bernhard
Becker has been a complete fiasco, and Klings has been thrown
out. Whatever happens we must avoid soiling our hands in that
dirty business; it is just as the worker said in the Girzenich?® in
1848: they may fall as they will, a rogue will always come out on
top.

I\)/\/hat mad German Schweitzer writes ‘as who'! This second
Leapir on  Bismarck’s ministry is once again as pretentiously
abstruse as it could possibly be, even though there is no longer any
direct flirtation with Bismarck, and it is good that he openly calls
Prussia’s policy anti-German.” But how naive of Liebknecht that he
demands that we ought to make clear to them what their attitude
to the government should be, whereas what he should do is to ask
above all for a categorical statement from Mr Schweitzer as to what
attitude he intends to adopt towards the government.

It looks to me as if a compromise is at hand in Prussia now, with
the Prussian Chamber rescuing its prerogative regarding the
budget, but giving way on everything else. Bismarck will certainly not
think of seriously disputing the budget-prerogative in the long
run, since, if he did so, he would get neither money nor credit
and he is badly in need of both. Meanwhile, the affair can still
founder on any number of trivial details.'”

In America, the start of the Richmond campaign in March or
April will probably be decisive for the whole year.” If Grant
succeeds in driving Lee out, the Conreprracy is rraveo out, their
armies will break up, and only bandit-warfare, like that already
rife in West Tennessee now and in general nearly everywhere, will
remain to be overcome. In reality, the only army the Soutnerners
now have is Lee’s; everything depends on its destruction. Now we
can already assume that the area from which Lee procures his
supplies is confined to South Virginia, the Carolinas and at most
part of Georgia.

Salut.
Your
F. E.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. M Bd. 3, . . S
Stuttgart, 1913 fle]d in fulll i{xllrx’MEGA Published in English in full for the
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time

a A hall in Cologne used for public meetings during the 1848-49 revolution. -
b []J. B. Schweitzer,] ‘Das Ministerium Bismarck. IT', Der Social-Demokrat, No. 18,
5 February 1865.
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40

ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 9 February 1865

Dear Moor,

Manuscript enclosed, now swollen to the dimensions of a
full-sized pamphlet® and no doubt now quite unsuitable for the
little paper.” So far, it has only been very cursorily revised and will
have to be gone through again. Regarding the military question,
some statistics about the population fit for military service have yet
to be inserted, and some more about the petty bourgeoisie at the
end, which I quite forgot in the ‘heat of battle’. You will notice, by
the way, that the piece has been thrown together straight out of
my head, without any kind of literary sources, since it had to be
finished quickly. I now await your comments on it.

But where next with it? To Liebknecht or to Siebel, to find a
publisher? What do you think? Best outside Prussia, probably, or
do you think there is nothing in it that might lead to confiscation?
I have lost all my instinct for the publishing situation in Prussia.
Let me know your opinion on this point, too—the possibility of
publication in Prussia.

Another S. D. (Sow’s Dirt)© has just arrived. What a lot of feeble
whining about the position of the party. No cut or thrust at all.
For ever keeping the little back-door open for Bismarck. Peaceful
collaboration! And then Moses,” who has come round to the point
of view that the bourgeoisie and the government in France are
vying with each other to do the right thing by the workers. France
these days is a real paradise for Moses. It is a bit too much even
for Schweitzer to stomach, he has put a ? after it.

Should I leave that section in III in, about the present workers’
movement?

It seems to me that Roon’s speech really does imply compro-
mise. The man is prepared to negotiate.'?” For that reason, the piece

a The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers' Party- P Der Social-
Demokrat - © Engels is referring to Der Social-Demokrat, No. 19, 8 February 1865,
containing Schweitzer’s article ‘Die deutsche Social-Demokratie’ and Hess’ article
‘Paris, 4. Febr. [Neue Gesetzvorschlige betr. Cooperativ-Associationen. Die
internationale Arbeiter-Association. Unterrichtsfrage]’. - ¢ Moses Hess
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must come out fast. So, do let me know soon what you think with
respect to publisher.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
lglgnges ur e » Stuttgar Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 10 February 1865

Dear Freperick,

The thing*® is good. Although the style is too slapdash in places, it
would be no~sexse to polish or elaborate it at all now, as the main
thing 1is to get it out v tHE N1ck oF TME, as the conflict '™ is ‘all ready’
on the point of being resolved.

My advice therefore is this:

Send the pamphlet straight to Meissner in Hamburg and tell him
that speed of publication is paramount; and he should let you know
immediately whether he will take it (leaving him to decide the fee),
because then you would attract attention to the thing in advance in
the Berlin and Rhineland papers.

The thing is much too long and ‘too cheeky for the
Social-Demokrat in present circumstances. But I would arrange for
notices, short ones, in the Social-Demokrat (through Eccarius), in
the Diisseldorfer Zeitung through Siebel, and maybe even send a
notice to the Rheinische Zeitung, to the effect that a pamphlet by
you is being published at such and such a place, in which you are
simply setting out our position on this specific question, as
opposed to that of the Reaction, men of Progress® and
Lassalleans, along with treatment of the pureLy miLiTaARY QUESTION.

Even if there are stll things you have got to add to it, send the
manuscript mvepiatery ad Meissnerem (Hamburg) all the same and
tell him that a few additions are to follow relating to such-and-
such page (you can mark the places). There should have been

3 F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers' Party.
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rather more mention of the country people, which your German lout
is far too inclined to ignore as non-existent. To judge by Strohn’s
last letter, he himself is probably away from Hamburg again, so
that the piece cannot be sent to him but will have to go direct to
Meissner.

An evil wind of reconciliation is blowing in Berlin, fanned from
the direction of Russia this time and further strengthened by the
turn for the worse in the business with Austria. The Petersburger
Zeutung advises unconditionally making concessions to the chamber
in the matter of budget-approval and two-year military service. It says,
amongst other things:

“The present time appears to us, if not an alarming one, then, nevertheless, a
grave one, and if circumstances do not become especially advantageous, it is still to
be feared that the future will be dismal. In times of distress and danger, however, as
history has proved only too often, the strict enforcement of discipline in the army and the
civil service is rarely enough on its own. The real power of the state is then based, as it
always is in general, far more on the unity of government and people. Although we
do not underestimate the conciliatory manner, in which the government approached
the people’s representation in this year’s session, nevertheless, in view of what we
have just said, we cannot suppress the desire that this conciliatory spirit may also
spread to action.’?

It appears that the Muscovites need their Prussians for the
wheeling-movement they are about to execute against Austro-
Galicia, as announced in the Moscow Newspaper® According to the
same Moscow Newspaper, this final subjugation of Poland, which
however necessarily means the ruthless continuation of Muraviov’s
policy, would ‘open a hole into the heart of Germany’. Our good ‘men
of Progress’ and equally good ‘Lassalleans’ are missing all that by
sleeping.

Letter from Schily enclosed.

To Moses’ e great distress, the ‘InTervaTionar Association’ is
creating a great stir amongst the workers in Paris. As a result of
Moses’ gaffe, Tolain has stepped down. (We have not formally
accepted his resignation.) H. Lefort (editor of the Avenin® etc.),
who is also on the editorial committee of L’Association, has at his
request been appointed LiTerary DEFENDER (ATTORNEY GENERAL) Of our
Association in Paris. The latter is already under attack from Homn
(a paragraph in the Rules'?®). This Jew Horn will soon notice that
Moses Hess is not the only German around. Fribourg has opened a

4 Quoted (with some digressions) from the article ‘Die Eréffnung der preussischen
Landtags-Session’ published in St.-Petersburger Zeitung, No. 10, 14 (26) January
1865. Italics by Marx. - b Mocxoscxia ssdomocmu - © Moses Hess - 4 L’Avenir natio-
nal
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bureau de renseignement® for us; carps OF MEMBERSHIP WeTe sent to him
the day before yesterday.

At the preparatory session for the Polish meeting,”” I also saw
orp Oborski again, who does not send his regards.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

Apropos. The fact that Lincoln answered us''? so courteously
and the ‘Bourceors Emancieation Society’ ' so brusquely and purely
formally® made the The Daily News so indignant that they did not
print the answer to us. However, since they saw, to their dismay,
that The Times was doing so, they had to publish it later in The
Express® Levy also had to eat humble pie. The difference between
Lincoln’s answer to us and to the bourgeoisie has created such a
sensation here that the West End ‘clubs’ are shaking their heads at
it. You can understand how gratifying that has been for our

people.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, S , . . L
lglsnge ¥ s tutgart Published in English in full for the
first time
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MARX TO ENGELS'"®
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 11 February [1865]

Dear Frep,

It being Saturday today, I am assuming you won’t be sending
off your thing? this very day, so there will still be time for these
‘supplementary’ suggestions for changes:

1. In the passage where you ask what the workers want? I would
not answer as you do that the workers in Germany, France and

2 information bureau - b See this volume, p. 73.- ¢ ‘President Lincoln and the
International Working Men’s Association’, The Express, 6 February 1865. -
4 F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers’ Party.
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England are demanding this and that. The answer sounds as
though (at least, that’s what it will be taken to mean) we have
accepted Izzy’s® slogans. I would be inclined to say rather®:

It would seem that the demands put forward at the present
moment by the most advanced workers in Germany amount to the
following, etc. This doesn’t commit you at all, which is all to the
good, as later on you yourself criticise universal suffrage if not
accompanied by the requisite conditions. (Morever, in England
e.g., etc., the word ‘direct’” would indeed be meaningless, it is after
all only the opposite of the ‘indirect’ suffrage invented by the
Prussians.) The form in which the louts in Germany conceive of
state intervention 4 la Lassalle is such that one must anvhow take
care not to identify oneself with ‘same’. It would be a lot more
dignified (and safer), if you took the louts at their word and let
them say for themselves what they want. (I say the louts because they
are the really argumentative section who have been infected by
Lassalle) '*

2. I would not say that the 1848-49 movement failed because the
bourgeois opposed direct universal suffrage. What happened was
rather that this was proclaimed by the people of Frankfurt to be
an ancient German right and proclaimed by the Imperial Regent®
with all due formality."™ (In my opinion, too, as soon as the matter
comes up for serious discussion in dear old Germany, this
franchise must be treated as a rightfully existing law.) As that is no
place for a lengthy exposition, I would make do with the following
phrase: that the bourgeois at that time preferred peace and
servitude to the mere prospect of struggle and freedom, or
something of that sort.

Taken as a whole, it’s a very good piece, and ‘Oi’ am particularly
tickled by the passage which shows that the Jpresent louts’ movement
N Fact only exists par la grace de la police.

In great haste.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

I have crossed out the bit where you console the reactionaries, 1
DON'T KNow wHy, Dy saying that a soldier does not turn reactionary in

a Lassalle’s - P A sentence deleted by Marx follows here: “This is not the place for you
to set out your own view—or alternatively you could drop the introductory section
and just say the following:’. - ¢ Archduke John of Austria - 4 by gracious permission
of the police
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the 8rd year—or not for long—although you later say the
opposite.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3,

Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA,

Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930
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ENGELS TO MARX'*®
IN LONDON

[Manchester,] 13 February 1865

Dear Moor,

Your succestions came just in time yesterday and have both been
used. How necessary the one about the demands of the louts in
particular was,* was further brought home to me by Nos. 20 and
21 of the Sow’s-Dirt® which arrived today.

By the by, our attitude seems to be bearing fruit in spite of
everything. There is a certain revolutionary note in No. 21 which
was entirely absent before. By the by, I've written to Liebknecht
that there’s no point in raising a storm, they must just drop their
flirting with reaction and make sure the aristocracy and reaction
get their snare, too, but for the rest abuse neither them nor the
bourgeoisie, which is superfluous in quiet times.'!

But one can see that Izzy® has given the movement a
Tory-Chartist character,'® which it will be difficult to get rid of
and which has given rise to a tendency in Germany which was
previously unheard of among the workers. This nauseating
toadying to the reaction comes through everywhere. W snaLL nave
SOME TROUBLE WITH THAT. You wait and see, the louts will be saying,
what’s that Engels after, what has he been doing all the time, how
can he speak in our name and tell us what to do, the fellow’s up
there in Manchester exploiting the workers, etc. To be sure, I

2 See previous letter. - b Der Social-Demokrat - < Lassalle
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don’t give a damn about it now, but it’s bound to come, and we
shall have Baron Izzy to thank for it

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart,
1913
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

London, 13 February 1865
1 Modena Villas, Maitdand Park,
Haverstock Hill

Dear Engels,

You’'ll see from the enclosed how things stand with regard to
our statement® about Moses.”®® At the same time, you will have
read Moses’ scrawl in the last Social-Demokrat

This time I believe Liebknecht is right: Mr von Schweitzer is
pretending to see in our statement only a personal attack on
Moses; he ‘overlooks’ the stand against Bonapartism, etc., probably
knowing full well wuat uE 1s apouT. It might perhaps not come amiss
to Schweitzer if a public break (who knows whether he has
committed himself to something which will soon force one or not?)
were occasioned by this Moses business, instead of ad vocem®
Bismarck? 1 have therefore written him letter (copy retained '**) in
which I d'abord® give him a summary of our relations to date and
ask him where in all this we for our part have gone ‘beyond the
bounds’?> And I analyse the Moses case once more. I then say that
because of Moses’ latest silly outburst, our statement is to a cerTaIN
pecree out-of-date, and the matter can therefore be allowed to rest.

a K, Marx and F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’. - ® [Moses] Hless],
‘Paris, 7. Febr. [Amerika.—Der Orient.—Italien.—Die Internationale Arbeiter-
Association]’, Der Social-Demokrat, No. 21, 12 February 1865. - ¢ concerning -
d firstly
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As far as the other point in the statement is concerned, the hint to
the workers, we would be setting out our position at length
elsewhere on the attitude of the workers towards the Prussian
government. At the same time, I took the opportunity—apropos
of the telegram in today’s Times about the Prussian ministerial
statement—to make our opinion quoad* Bismarck and Lassalle '*
clear to Mr von Schweitzer once again.

(I would in fact not be at all surprised if Bismarck were to reject
outright the repeal of the Combination Laws to the extent that
some of the men of Progress® have now been obliged to demand.
The right of combination, and all that it entails, interferes too
much with police domination, the Rules Governing Servants,'* the
flog-em and birch-'em rural aristocracy and bureaucratic tutelage
in general. As soon as the bourgeoisie (or some of them) appear to
turn serious, the government will certainly make a joke and do a
volte-face® The Prussian state can not tolerate coavitions and TrapEs
unions. That much is certain. On the contrary, government support
for a few lousy co-operative societies suited their dirty game to a
tee. Officials becoming even more nosey, control of ‘new’ money,
bribery of the most active of the workers, emasculation of the
whole movement! However, since the Prussian government is so
short of money just now, this plan is scarcely more to be feared
than the Order of the Swan of old!*’

Nota bene, Lassalle was opposed to the campaign for the right of
combination. Liebknecht improvised it among the Berlin printers
against Lassalle’s wishes. That was the starting-point of the whole
affair that beau Becker® has now taken over.'*®)

For the present we should—in my opinion—exercise ‘restraint’
quant au® the Social-Demokrat. 1.e. write nothing (Eccarius excepted).
Things will soon reach such a pass that we shall either have to
break openly with it, or we shall be able to collaborate with it in a
proper manner. Moses will have to receive his chastisement on
some later occasion.

Meanwnie, I am delighted that you have got into the swing again.
You are by nature always able to get back to working at speed. I
take it my letter came in time?*

As long as these abominable Lassalleans rule the roost in
Germany, that country will be infertile ground for the ‘ INntervaTioNAL
Association. For the present, we must be patient. The

2 concerning - P about-turn - ¢ Bernhard Becker - 4 with regard to - ¢ See this
volume, pp. 86-88.
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Prussian government will put an end to this foul morass of
Izzyness* soon enough.

Apropos. Cutting from the latest Hermann enclosed. You must
make a few bad jokes about this notice from Messrs Blind-
Wolffsohn, for me to pass on to Eccarius for insertion in his
London correspondence.'® 1 have been so put out by this lousy
correspondence with Berlin (apart from the amount of time the
IntervaTiONAL AssociaTion inevitably takes up) that I absolutely must
make up the lost ground.

Tyndall has succeeded in using a simple mechanical technique
to break down sunlight into heat-rays and pure light-rays. The
latter are cold. You can light your cigar straight from the former,
and through a burning-glass they can melt platinum, etc.

* My best compliments to Mrs Burns. I am indeed very glad to
hear that the o was an inorganic intrusion upon her name, and
that she is a namesake of the great poet.” If Mrs Gumpert declines
becoming a member of a Workingmen’s Association, I hope Mrs
Burns will not follow that example, but will believe with her
namesake that ‘a man is a man for all that’.**

Salus.

Your
K. M.

Have an £ve vron Jongs! HE 1s 4 FELLOW ‘TOO CLEVER By HALF'!

Apropos. I think I should be in a position to send you the cards
by Tuesday. I sexp aBouT 2 pozen, which you don’t need to dispose of
all at once. But give some of them io E. Jones

The latter has written to me about the electoral agitation
(whereupon I wrote him that he should write me a 2nd letter '’
which I could read out at the Comité Which he duly did).”* But he
didn’t say anything in his letter about the InTERNATIONAL ASSOGIATION.
As he is a fox and I want to pin him down, you should insist that
he forms a sranch commrrree immediately (the number of memsErs
doesn’t matter for the present) and that he and his friends take out
carps oF MEMBERsHIP. They must realise that the ‘InTervaTionar is the
only means and method of establishing co-operation (political)
between London and the provinces!

Concerning the cards, our ruies are as follows: existing societies
(unions, etc.) who wish to affiliate in that capacity need only take out
corporate membership. That doesn’t cost them anything, or they can

a Lassalleanism - P Robert Burns - ¢ R. Burns, Is There for Honest Poverty.
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make a voluntary donation. On the other hand, every member of
such a society who wishes to become an prvipvar memser of the
Association, must take out his annual membership card at 1s. 1d.
In France and Belgium, because of the laws there, it has ‘turned
out’ that they will all have te become ‘mpiviual’ memsers of the
English society, since they are not able to join as societies. Every
branch society or affiliated society outside London and environs
elects a secretary to correspond with us. We can ‘reject’ people we
disapprove of.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . Lo .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, P'ubhshed in English for the first
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 tume
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MARX TO VICTOR LE LUBEZ'
IN LONDON

London, 15 February 1865

My dear Lubez,

The very success of our association warns us to be cautious. In
my opinion, M. Beales joining our council would spoil the whole
affair.? I believe him an honest and sincere man; at the same time,
he is nothing and can be nothing save a Bourgeois politician. He is
weak, mediocre and ambitious. He wants to stand for Marylebone
at the next Parliamentary election. By that single fact he ought to
be excluded from entering our committee. We cannot become le
piedestal for small parliamentary ambitions.

You may be sure that if Beales is admitted le ton cordial, sincere et
franc® that distinguishes now our Debates, will be gone, and make
place to word-mongering. In the wake of Beales will follow Taylor,
this unbearable nuisance and tufthunter.

In the eyes of the world, Beales’ admission will change the
whole character of our society, we will diminish into one of the
numerous societies which he favours with patronage. Where he
has driven in the wedge, others of his class will follow, and our

a See this volume, pp. 109-10. - the cordial, sincere and frank atmosphere
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efforts, till now successful at freeing the English working class
movement from all middle class or aristocratic patronage, will have
been in vain.

I know beforehand that if Beales be admitted, there will arise
questions mainly of a social sort, which will force him to tender his
demission. We will have to issue manifestos on the land question,
etc., which he cannot sign. Is it not better not to let him instead of
giving him afterwards an opportunity of denying us.?

I know that after the foolish step taken by Mr Dell,> there will
be certain difficulties in ensuring this candidature.

I would think that by means of quiet talks with the chief English
members, the whole question could be [settled] before it is put
before the committee again.

Yours fraternally
: K. Marx

Apropos. For all his enthusiasm for Poland, Mr Beales has as yet
done nothing other than follow the Duke ... in throwing all the
demonstrations for Poland into confusion. Yesterday, he at-
tempted the same trick again, under similar instigation.

First published abridged in the language Reproduced from the text of
of the original (English) in: I. Tchernoff, Tchernoff’s book, verified with
Le Parti républicain au coup d’état et sous le the manuscript copy in French
Second Empire, Paris, 1908 and in full in: written in an unknown hand

Marx and Engels, Warks, Second Russian
Edition, Vol. 31, Moscow, 1963
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London, 16 February 1865]

Dear Freperick,

Jones has written, asking me to send him asout 1 pozen carps; I am
sending you 1 pozex for him and 1 for yourself. What you can’t

4 The rest of the letter, missing in the English original, has been translated from
the extant French manuscript. - b See this volume, p. 110. - ¢ Manuscript damaged -
d An omission in the original; Marx presumably means Duke Townshend.
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dispose of witaiv a reasonaste period of time you can send back.
Price 1s. 1d. per carp.

I remind you acav that Petzler may, in my opinion, be very
useful in this matter. For years now he has had many rersonaL
RELATIONS (as sineMasTER and socialist) with the Manchester workers.

You must return enclosed letter (to Lessner) when you have read
it. How do you think we should mawnace this business? I shall keep
my mouth shut, of course, but Lessner won’t be able to do that.'"!

I am pleased to see in today’s Times that the Prussian Chamber
has accepted the motion against the Combination Laws. The
government will now arrange for it to be rejected in the Lorps
House. Red Becker®—no doubt spurred on by your literary
contribution®—has brought in the amendment about the rural

population.'*?
Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
. s und K. M Bd. 3, S , . . .
fgllénge b ans tuttgart Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS'™
IN MANCHESTER
{London,] 18 February 1865
Dear Frep,

Enclosed 2 letters from Liebknecht, 1 to you and 1 to me. Ditto
an earlier one from Schweitzer.

My view is this:

Once Liebknecht has given in his notice,'*? il faut en finirc If he
had put the matter off, we could have done so, too, since your
pamphlet? is on the stocks.

2 Hermann Heinrich Becker -  F, Engels, ‘Herr Tidmann. Old Danish Folk
Song'. - ¢ we must put an end to it - 4 F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and
the German Workers’ Party.
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I consider Schweitzer to be incorrigible (probably has a secret
arrangement with Bismarck).

What confirms me in that view is

1. the passage I have underlined in his letter of 15th
enclosed #;

2. the timing of the publication of his ‘Bismarck III".}*

To do justice to both points, I shall now copy out for you word
for word a passage from my letter to him'* of 13 February:

‘...since our statement® has become partially out-of-date, follow-
ing the correspondence from M. Hess in No. 21 received today,
we will allow the matter rest there.'®® Qur statement did, of course,
contain another point as well: praise of the anti-Bonapartist stance
of the Parisian proletariat and hint to the German workers that
they should follow this example. We regarded this as more
important than our sally against Hess. Meanwhile, we shall set out
our views in detail elsewhere on the relation of the workers
towards the Prussian government.”

‘In your letter of 4 February you say that I warned Liebknecht
myselt not to overstep the mark, so that he would not be sent to
the devil. Quite right. But I wrote to him at the same time that
one could say anything if one put it in the right way.© A form of
polemic against the government which is “possible” even for the
Berlin meridian is certainly very different from flirting with the
government or even pretending to compromise with it! I wrote to
you myself that the Social-Demokrat must eschew even the
appearance of doing so.'?!

‘I see from your paper that the ministry is making ambiguous
and procrastinatory statements with regard to the repeal of the
Combination Laws. On the other hand, a Times telegram reports
that it was in favour of the proposed state aid for the co-operative
societies.® It would not surprise me at all if The Times had for
once telegraphed a correct report!

‘Combinations and the Trapes unions they would give rise to are
of the utmost importance not merely as a means of organising the
working class for the struggle against the bourgeoisie—just how
important is shown among other things by the fact that even the
workers of the United States cannot do without them, in spite of
franchise and republic—but in Prussia and indeed in Germany as
a whole the right of combination also means a breach in the
domination of the police and the bureaucracy, it tears to shreds

2 K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’.- > See this volume,
pp. 89-90. - < ibid., pp. 75-76. - ¢ The Times, No. 25107, 13 February 1865.
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the Rules Governing Servants '* and the power of the aristocracy
in rural areas, in short, it is a step towards the granting of full civil
rights to the “subject population” which the Party of Progress,®
t.e. any bourgeois opposition party in Prussia, would be crazy not
to be a hundred times more willing to permit than the Prussian
government, to say nothing of the government of a Bismarck! As
oppossed to that, however, the aid of the Royal Prussian
government for co-operative societies—and anyone who is familiar
with conditions in Prussia also knows in advance its necessarily
minute dimensions——is worthless as an economic measure, whilst,
at the same time, it serves to extend the system of tutelage,
corrupt part of the working cdass and emasculate the movement.
Just as the bourgeois party in Prussia discredited itself and
brought about its present wretched situation by seriously believing
that with the “New Era” the government'*® had fallen into its lap
by the grace of the Prince Regent,® so the workers’ party will
discredit itself even more if it imagines that the Bismarck era or
any other Prussian era will make the golden apples just drop into
its mouth, by grace of the king. It is beyond all question that
Lassalle’s ill-starred illusion that a Prussian government might
intervene with socialist measures will be crowned with disappoint-
ment. The logic of circumstances will tell. But the honour of the
workers’ party requires that it reject such illusions, even before
their hollowness is punctured by experience. The working class is
revolutionary or it is nothing.’

Win! He replied to this letter of mine of 13th with his letter of
15th, in which he demands that in all ‘practical’ questions I should
subordinate myself to his tactics; he replies with ‘Bismarck IIT" as a
fresh specimen of these tactics!! And really it now seems to me
that the impudent manner in which he raised the question of
confidence apropos of the statement against Hess was not due to
any tenderness for Moses but to the firm resolution not to give
space in the Social-Demokrat under any circumstances to our hint to
the German workers.

So, as a break must be made with the fellow after all, it had best
be done at once. As far as the louts in Germany are concerned,
they can scream as much as they like. Those of them who are any
good will after all have to rally round us soconer or later. If the
statement given below seems all right to you, make a copy of it,
sign it and send it to me. As it was scrawled in great haste, alter

2 William I
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anything that seems unsuitable to you, or re-write the whole thing,
just as you wish.

Your
K. M.

To the Editor of the ‘Social-Demokrat’

The undersigned promised to contribute to the Social-Demokrat
and permitted their being named as contributors on the express
condition that the paper would be edited in the spirit of the brief
programme submitted to them. They did not for a moment fail to
appreciate the difficult position of the Social-Demokrat and
therefore made no demands that were inappropriate to the
meridian of Berlin. But they repeatedly demanded that the
language directed at the ministry and the feudal-absolutist party
should be at least as bold as that aimed at the men of Progress.”
The tactics pursued by the Social-Demokrat preclude their further
participation in it. The opinion of the undersigned as to the royal
Prussian governmental socialism and the correct attitude of the
workers’ party to such deception has already been set out in detail
in No. 73 of the Deutsche-Briisseler-Zeitung of 12 September 1847,
in reply to No. 206 of the Rheinischer Beobachter® (then appearing
in Cologne), in which the alliance of the ‘proletariat’ with the
‘government’ against the ‘liberal bourgeoisie’ was proposed. We
still subscribe today to every word of the statement we made then.

I'll send the Weydemeyer back to you tomorrow. What do you
say to the ‘Freiligrath-Blind’ FEidgenossenschaft®'*’
For a couple of days now, I have had a carbuncle on my

posterior and a furuncle on my left loin. All very nice.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . [

lglgnge * are utigar Published in English in full for the
first time

+ A reference to Marx’s article “The Communism of the Rheinischer Beobachter. -
b confederation
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48

ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

[Manchester,] 20[-21] February 1865

Dear Moor,

The letter from Matzeratt enclosed.”

Quant a® Petzler, so the photographer is an altogether different
Petzler from the other one. I saw the photographer, you know,
the day before yesterday, at a scientific soirée at the Schiller
Institute,® and the fellow is at least 20 years younger and looks
quite different. Heaven knows what has become of the musician.

Your
F.E.

[Pencilled note on the reverse of the letter]

Quite forgot to post the letter yesterday. No answer YET From
Hawmpura.©

First published in Der Briefwechsel zuischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, X . . .
1913 Published in English for the first
time
49

ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 22 February 1865

Dear Moor,

In great haste, herewith the statement.® Schweitzer’s letter is
‘rotten to the core’.® The fellow has the job of compromising us,

a See this volume, p. 94. - b With regard to - ¢ from Meissner (see this volume, pp.
84-85. - d K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’. - ¢ See this
volume, pp. 94-95.
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and the longer we have our dealings with him, the deeper we’ll
sink into the mire. So, the sooner the better! Liebknecht’s and
Schweitzer’s letters likewise returned. You must have given
Liebknecht a terrible dressing down if my letter appeared ‘kind’ to
him! 13!

Enclosure from Meissner. This time it really is full steam ahead
with the publication,® and that’s what really matters. I replied to
his proposal to fix the number of copies himself as follows:
suits me, but he must then tell me how many there are to be, he
only gets the first impression for 2 louis-d'or. (N.B. In the
meantime, he will have had to make up his mind and get things
ready for printing.)

In haste.
Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
. ; Bd. 3, S art, . . . .
f‘glléngels und K. Mars tutigart Published in English for the first

time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London, before 22 February 1865]

Dear Freperick,

Enclosed some secret contributions to the créme bonapartiste as a
Sunday treat and pour la bonne bouche®'*®

You must keep these scraps of paper. My covrrivents 1o Mrs
Lizzi.¢

Your
K. M.

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, Second Russian Edition, Vol. 31,

Moscow. 1963 Published in English for the first

time

2 F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers’ Party. - ® as a
special delicacy - ¢ Lizzie Burns
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51

ENGELS TO OTTO MEISSNER
IN HAMBURG

Manchester, 22 February 1865

Dear Sir,

Your kind letter of 17th inst. has only just been delivered to me,
since postal communication via Ostende has been interrupted for
three full days, and I am greatly obliged to you for your prompt
agreement to publish, and more especially for your rapid
prosecution of the printing.

I accept your fee of 2 louis-d'or per sheet of print and likewise
leave it to you to decide the number of copies to be printed, under
the conditon, however, that you inform me of it in your next
letter; it goes without saying [that I] am only making [over the first
impression]® for this fee.

Announcements in the nf[ewspapers shall be] attended to
forthwith.

The apparent delay in [despatch] here, to which you justifiably
allude, arose from the following: I finished on Saturday evening,
11 February, and wrote the accompanying letter late that night;
the letter was taken to the post on Monday 13th at 10.00 a.m. and
went by the mail-boat from Dover that Monday evening—no later
than it would have done if I had posted it on Saturday evening.
The pious English do not allow mail-steamers to leave on Sunday
evening, at least not to Ostende.

Yours respectfully
Fr. Engels

I hope to receive 12 copies by post here on 27th or 28th inst.

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV, R . . X
Moscow, 1934 on, Yo g;k;hshed in English for the first

2 Engels refers to his pamphlet The Prussian Military Question and the German
Workers’ Party. - » The manuscript is damaged; here and below the words in square
brackets are reconstructed according to Engels’ letter to Marx of 22 February 1865.
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52

MARX TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT '
IN HANOVER

[London, 23 February 1865]

In the few brief excerpts, which Eccarius gives from my speech
at the workers’ society, there are certain things that convey precisely
the opposite of what I said."® 1 have written to him about it, leaving
it to him whether to correct it or not in the next piece he
contributes, as it is not very important in the present cir-
cumstances.'"!

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. E K. .
I, Eneels und K. Mars Bd. 3, Stungart, Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO LUDWIG KUGELMANN *
IN HANOVER

London, 23 February 1865
1 Modena Villas, Maidand Park,
Haverstock Hill

Dear Friend,

Yesterday I received your letter, which I found most interest-
ing, and will now reply to the various points.

First of all, T shall briefly describe my attitude towards Lassalle.
Whilst he was pursuing his agitation, our relations were sus-
pended, 1. on account of his bombastic self-adulation, which he
managed to combine with the most shameless plagiarism of
writings by myself and others; 2. because 1 condemned his political
tactics; 3. because, even before he began his agitation,”® I had fully
explained and ‘proved’ to him here in London that direct socialist
intervention by a ‘Prusstan state’ was an absurdity. In his letters
to me (from 1848 to 1863), as well as when we met personally, he
had always declared himself a supporter of the party I represent.
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As soon as he had become convinced in London (at the end of
1862) that he could not play his game with me, he resolved to set
himself up as ‘workers’ dictator’ against me and the old party. In
spite of all that, I acknowledged his merits as an agitator, although
towards the end of his brief career even that agitation appeared to
me in an increasingly dubious light. His sudden death, our
friendship of old, the grief-stricken letters from Countess Hatz-
feldt, my indignation at the cowardly impudence of the bourgeois
papers towards the man they had feared so much while he was
alive, all these things induced me to publish a short statement
attacking that wretch Blind? but not dealing with the substance of
Lassalle’s doings (Hatzfeldt sent the statement to the Nordstern®).
For the same reasons, and in the hope of being able to drive out
those elements whom I thought dangerous, Engels and 1 promised
to contribute to the Social-Demokrat (it has published a translation
of the ‘Address’, and, at its request, I wrote an article about
Proudhon® when the latter died) and allowed our names to be put
out as contributors, after Schweitzer had sent us a satisfactory
programme of its editorial board.** We had a further guarantee in
W. Liebknecht being an unofficial member of the editorial board.
In the meantime, it soon became clear—the proof of this came
into our possession—that Lassalle had in fact betrayed the party.
He had entered into a formal contract with Bismarck (with no
guarantees of any kind in his hands, of course). At the end of
September 1864, he was to go to Hamburg and there (together
with the crazy Schramm and the Prussian police spy Marr) ‘force’
Bismarck to incorporate Schleswig-Holstein, i.e. to proclaim such
in the name of the ‘workers’, etc., in return for which Bismarck
promised universal suffrage and a few spurious socialist meas-
ures.®® It is a pity that Lassalle was unable to play this farce
through to its conclusion! It would have made him appear deuced
foolish and an utter gull! And it would have put paid to all such
attempts for ever!

Lassalle got on the wrong path because he was, like Mr Mi-
quel,’ a ‘realistic politician’, only on a larger scale and with
grander aims! (By tsE svE, I had long ago seen through Miquel
sufficiently to explain his conduct to myself® by the fact that the
National Association ** offered a splendid excuse for a petty

a2 K. Marx, “To the Editor of the Stuttgart Beobachier. - ® See this volume,
pp- 56-57. - < K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International
Association’. - 4 K. Marx, ‘On Proudhon [Letter to J. B. Schweitzer]’. - ¢ See this
volume, pp. 107 and 112.
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Hanoverian lawyer to make himself heard beyond his own four
walls, in Germany at large, and then to exploit the enhanced
‘reality’ of his own self retrospectively in his native Hanover,
playing the ‘Hanoverian’ Mirabeau under ‘Prussian’ protection,
furthermore.) Just as Miquel and his present friends eagerly seized
hold of the ‘New Era’'*® inaugurated by the Prussian Prince
Regent in order to national-associate and to fasten on to the
‘Prussian leadership’,'’”® just as in general they cultivated their
‘pride of citizenship’ under Prussian protection, so Lassalle wanted
to play the Marquis Posa of the proletariat to the Philipp II of the
Uckermark,” with Bismarck as intermediary between himself
and the Prussian monarchy. He was merely imitating the gentle-
men of the National Association. But, if the latter were invoking
Prussian ‘reaction’ in the interests of the middle class, he was
shaking hands with Bismarck in the interests of the proletariat.
Those gentlemen had more justification than Lassalle, inasmuch
as the bourgeois is accustomed to regard the interest he perceives
immediately in front of his nose as ‘reality’, and as this class has,
in fact, compromised everywhere, even with feudalism, whereas
the working class must in the nature of things be genuinely
‘revolutionary’.

For a histrionically vain character like Lassalle (who was not,
however, to be bribed with such paltry things as office, mayoral-
ties, etc.), it was a most seductive thought that he, Ferdinand
Lassalle, might perform a deed for the direct benefit of the
proletariat! He was, in fact, too ignorant of the real economic
conditions required for such a deed to be critically self-consistent!
The German workers, on the other hand, had ‘demoralised’ too far
in consequence of the despicable ‘realistic politics’ with which the
German bourgeoisie had tolerated the reaction of 1849-1859 and
watched the people’s minds being stultified, for them not to hail
such a mountebank of a saviour who was promising to help them
reach the promised land with one bound!

So, to take up the thread where I left off above! Hardly had the
Social-Demokrat been established when it became clear that the old
Hatzfeldt woman was planning to execute Lassalle’s ‘testament’
posthumously. She had contact with Bismarck through Wagener
(ot the Kreuz-Zeitungb). She placed the “Workers’ Association’ (Gen.
German),? the Social-Demokrat, etc., at Bismarck’s disposal. The

a Marquis Posa and Philipp II are characters in Schiller’s drama Don Carlos. Here
Marx calls William I of Prussia ‘the Philipp II of the Uckermark’. - b Neue Preussische
Zeitung
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annexation of Schleswig-Holstein was to be proclaimed in the
Social-Demokrat, Bismarck to be generally acknowledged as patron,
etc. The whole of this fine plan was frusirated because we had
Liebknecht in Berlin and on the editorial board of the Social-
Demokrat. Although Engels and I disliked the editorial board of
the paper, its lickspittding cult of Lassalle, its occasional flirting
with Bismarck, etc., it was, of course, more important publicly to
stay with the paper for the time being in order to thwart the
intrigues of the old Hatzfeldt woman and prevent the workers’
party from being tota]ly compromised. We therefore put on bonne
mine a mauvais jeu,* although privatim we were constantly writing
to the Social-Demokrat telling them that they should stand up to
Bismarck just as much as to the men of Progress.”” We even
tolerated that affected fop, Bernhard Becker, who is taking the
importance bequeathed to him in Lassalle’s testament quite
seriously, intriguing against the Intervatronar Workinemens Associa-
TION .

In the meantime, Mr Schweitzer’s articles in the Social-Demokrat
were becoming more and more Bismarckian. I had earlier written
to him to say that, although the men of Progress can be
intimidated over the ‘Combination question’, the Prussian govern-
ment would never under any circumstances concede the complete
abolition of the Combination Laws because that would entail
breaching the bureaucratic system, giving freedom of thought and
expression to the workers, tearing up the Rules Governing
Servants,'* abolishing flogging and birching by the aristocracy in
rural areas, etc., etc., which Bismarck could never allow, it being
altogether incompatible with the Prussian bureaucratic state.” I
added that, if the Chamber were to repudiate the Combination
Laws, the government would resort to empty phrases (such as e.g.
that the social question requires ‘profounder’ steps to be taken,
etc.) in order to preserve them. All this has come to pass. And
what did Mr von Schweitzer do? He wrote an article in support of
Bismarck '* and is reserving all his heroism for such infiniment
petits® as Schulze, Faucher, etc.

I believe that Schweitzer, etc., mean it sincerely, but they are
‘realistic politicians’. They wish to take due account of the existing
state of affairs and not leave this privilege of ‘realistic politics’ to
Messrs Miquel et Comp. alone. (The latter seem to wish to reserve
the right of intermixrure with the Prussian government.) They
know that the workers’ papers and the workers’ movement in

4 a brave face on it - b See this volume, pp. 64-65. - ¢ ibid., p. 90, 95-96. -
d nonentities
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Prussia (and hence in the rest of Germany) only exist par la grice
de la police” They thus want to take the circumstances as they are,
not to irritate the government, etc., quite as our ‘republican’
realistic politicians want to ‘put up with’ a Hohenzollern
emperor. As 1 am not a ‘realistic politician’, however, 1 found it
necessary together with Engels to serve notice on the Social-
Demokrat in a public statement” (which you will probably soon see
in one paper or other).

You will see at the same time why there is nothing I can do in
Prussia at the moment. The government there has flatly refused to
restore my Prussian citizenship.”®* I should only be permitted to
agitate there in a manner agreeable to Mr von Bismarck.

I prefer my agitation here through the International Association’
a 100 times. The effect on the English proletariat is direct and of
the greatest importance. We are now srirrinG the GEeNeraL Surrrace
Quzstion here, which is, naturally, of quite different significance here
than in Prussia.'*®

As a whole, the progress made by this ‘Association’ has exceeded
all expectations here, in Paris, in Belgium, Switzerland, and Italy.
Only in Germany, of course, I am opposed by Lassalle’s successors
who 1. are stupidly afraid of forfeiting their own importance;
2. are aware of my avowed opposition to what the Germans call
‘realistic politics’. (It is this sort of ‘reality’ that puts Germany so far
behind all civilised countries.)

Since any person who takes out a card at 1 suiuine can become a
MEMBER OF THE AssociaTion; since the French have chosen this form of
voivipuar Memeersaip (ditto the Belgians) because the law prohibits
them from joining us as an ‘association’; and since the situation is
similar in Germany, 1 have now resolved to ask my friends here
and in Germany to form small socieries, regardless of how many
memsirs there may be in each locality, each member of which will
acquire av Enciisu carp or memsersuip.®® Since the English society is
public, there is no obstacle to this procedure even in France. I
should appreciate it if you, too, would get in touch with London in
this way in your neighbourhood.

My thanks to you for your prescription. Oddly enough this vile
disease had broken out once more 3 days before it arrived. So, the
prescription was most timely.

In a tew days I shall send you another 24 Abppresses. I have
just been interrupted in my writing by a friend, and, as I very
« by the grace of the police - » K. Marx and F. Engels, “To the Editor of the
Social-Demokrat’. - < K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s Internation-
al Association’.

6-1196
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much want to send off this letter, I shall take up the other points

in your letter next time.
Yours

K. M.

First published in Sozialistische Aus- Printed according to the original
landspolitik, No. 18, 1918
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 24 February 1865
Dear Moor,

I'm a bit concerned at not having heard from you today, in view
of the furuncles and carbuncles you mentioned, in the most
interesting places (or rather most interested). I hope you are not
LAID UP.

I was particularly disappointed as I hoped to get the explana-
tion—as well as the Weydemeyer—about the unspeakable mess
the Social-Demokrat fellows made of your speech at the London
Workers’ Society festivity. They make you speak pure S.-D.
Eccarius never reported that to them.'® This piece of infamy and
the reprint of the article from the Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung
in the following number, ostensibly about universal suffrage, about
which it says not a word'® is proof enough for me that the fellow?
has simply been bought and has the job of compromising us. I
hope the statement® is on its way. We must not delay a moment
longer.

But quelle béte notre ami® Liebknecht, who is supposed to keep an
eye on the newspaper and never reads it on principle!

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . )
1913 Published in English for the first

time

2 Schweitzer - b K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘“To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’. -
¢ what a fool our friend
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MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 25 February 1865

Dear Frep,

I quite forgot—*you must excuse me—to send back
Weydemeyer’s letter. I enclose it. Ditto a letter of Dr Kugelmann
with enclosure of wiseacre Miquel’s letter.'®' Ditto a prescription *
from Kugelmann. Oddly enough the prescription arrived just
after the disease had broken out afresh. (Nota bene, the passage in
Kugelmann’s vrerrer, saying I wrote that I wanted to defend
Lassalle, referred to Blind’s attack.®® I have now told him
(Kugelmann) the plain truth.® Return the letters from Kugelmann
and Miquel.) I have had the prescription made up and have
already taken the rowper, but I would still like Gumpert’s opinion
of it. It’s a most troublesome business. Unlike last year, however,
my faculties are not affected and (to the extent that sitting down for a
long time is not physically troublesome) 1 am perfectly able to work.
Incidentally, I have the feeling in every part of my capaver that the
stuff is about to burst out all over.

Strohn passed by here. He was still in Hamburg when your
manuscript® came in, in the nick of time to recommend to
Meissner that he should accept it. Strohn was informed that a
manuscript from Riistow on the same topic was rejected. Apropos.
Have you taken any steps yourself regarding your pamphlet in the
newspapers, or am I Toporr? On this occasion, Eccarius himself was
responsible for the incomprehensible sLunper.” When his article
arrived, I wrote to him at once (22 February) enquiring whether
the thing had been falsified by Schweitzer?''' Quod non.

When 1 sent our statement? to that jackass Wilhelm® (23
February), I wrote this to him:

‘In the few brief excerpts, which Eccarius gives from my speech
at the workers’ society,’ there are certain things that convey precisely
the opposite of what I said. I have written to him about it, leaving it

a See this volume, pp. 101-05. - b F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the
German Workers’ Party. - < Not so. - 4 K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the
Social-Demokrat’. - < Wilhelm Liebknecht - f German Workers’ Educational Society
in London :

6*
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to him whether to correct it or not in the next piece he
contributes, as it is not very important in the present cir-
cumstances.’*

My letters to Eccarius and Liebknecht have been written so that,
if Schweitzer (who from the private letter he had just previously
received from me" VERY WELL KNEW WHAT HE was aBouT, of course) should
try to use Eccarius’ sLunper to defend himself, we could if necessary
cut off this retraite. MeanwuiLe, I Have ToLp Eccarius prIVATELY not to
make any soruer about the whole filthy business until such time as
Schweitzer’s own behaviour requires it. Eccarius was very unwell,
and that is probably to blame for the ~onsense. On the other hand,
I imagine that Schweitzer, who already had Wilhelm’s resigna-
ton'® in his possession and was therefore prepared for a
statement from us, was delighted to accept the report, 1. so as to
show by means of the passage about Prussia what extravagant
demands we were making of him, and 2. by means of the
conclusion to the report that we did v ract share his views. The
galantuomo® is forgetting, by the way, that I have kept copies of my
private letter to him.'**

I have informed Liebknecht that, if Schweitzer should turn it
down, he should put the thing in the Berliner Reform and tell
Schweitzer about this at the same time, and also that I have
simultaneously sent the statement to two Rhineland papers, so that
Schweitzer cannot procrastinate this time. I have in fact sent 2 cories
to Siebel, instructing him to insert the thing in the Rheinische
Zeitung and the Diisseldorfer Zeitung (the latter being the workers’
paper) two days after receipt of my letter, and to send us a report on
any comments in.the local press.” So, this time there is nothing
Schweitzer can do about it any more. I would not be surprised if
the Lassalleans, especially in the Hamburg Nordstern, declared we
had sold ourselves to the bourgeoisie. Bur never minD!

The ‘InternaTionaL Association’ has managed so to constitute the
majority on the committee to set up the new Rerorm Leacus that
the whole leadership is in our hands.'™ I have put the full details in
a letter to E. Jones.'"

Such a conflict has broken out in Paris between our own
representatives that we have sent Lubez to Paris to clarify matters
and effect conciliation.”® His crepentiars state that Schily has been
attached to him as an adjunct, and I have given Schily private
instructions.'®® We could have sold 20,000 cards in Paris, but since
one group was accusing the other of having Plon-Plon behind

a See this volume, p. 101. - b ibid., pp. 95-96.- ¢ retreat - 4 honourable man
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them, etc., the distribution of cards has had to be suspended for
the time being. Under this military despotism, people are naturally
highly suspicious of each other (my impression 1s that this time
both sides are doing each other an injustice), and they are not
capable of sorting out their differences and reaching an under-
standing by meerine or through the press. A further factor is this:
the workers seem to want to take things to the point of excluding
any LITERARY MaN, etc., which is absurd, as they need them in the
press, but it is pardonable in view of the repeated treachery of the
uirerary Men. Conversely, the latter are suspicious of any workers’
movement, which displays hostility towards them.'™

(Apropos these ‘Literary Men’, I am reminded that the workers
here (English) want to make me editor when The Bee-Hive® is
transformed, which is to happen in 3 months time, and have
already informed me of this. However, I shall mull over the
matter in all its multifarious aspects, before making a move in one
direction or another.)

So, what we have in Paris is, on the one hand, Lefort (a Literary
man, well-to-do into the bargain, in other words ‘bourgeois’ but
with an unsullied reputation, and, as far as La belle France® is
concerned, the real founder of our Association), and, on the
other, Tolain, Fribourg, Limousin, etc., who are workers. Wewt, I
shall let you know the outcome. At all events, Wolff, an
acquaintance, who has just returned from Paris, tells me that there
is growing interest in the ‘IntervaTionar Association’. The Débats
has also intervened in the matter.

As far as the London uwions, etc., are concerned, every day
brings about new apuEsion, so that By anp By we are becoming a
force to be reckoned with.

But that is where the difficulty begins as well. Already Mr Beaves
(THE REGISTERING BARRISTER Of Middlesex, one of the most poé;ular people
in London at present, President of the Pouisu Leacur,” co-founder
of the nEw RerorM LEAGUE, IN FACT THE GO-BETWEEN between WORKING-
MaN and Mipie Crass, honest and well-meaning to boot) has got
himself proposed as memser for our Councir. The opportunity arose
because as a sus.commrrree together with him we were to prepare
the Polish wmrrrine (Marquis Townshend in the chair) for next
Wednesday.’®' This was most unfortunate for me. I could, of
course, have prevented the matter by force, as all the Contiventals
would have voted with me. But I pip noT LIKE any sucn pivision. So, by

a See this volume, pp. 154-55. - ® beautiful France - ¢ Journal des Débats politiques et
littéraires
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means of private letters® to the principar Encuisu memsers, 1 have
managed to persuade Beales’ proroser” mot to bring forward his
motion again. The ‘official’ reason given was: 1. that Beales wi
stanDp FOR Marviepone at the next parliamentary elections and that
our Association must by all means avoid appearing To SERVE THE
INTERESTS OF ANY PARLIAMENTARY AMBITION; 2. that Beales and we ourselves
can be of greater assistance to each other, if we sail our separate
ships. Thus, the danger has been temporarily averted. Incidental-
ly, other parliamentarians, such as Taylor, etc. (fellows, who have
close links with Mazzini), had taken it into their heads to tell us
that the TiMe was not orrorTune for a Polish meeting. I answered
through our Counci that the working crass has 1ms own ForeisN poLICY,
which is most certainly not determined by what the wmippLE cLass
considers orrortune. They always considered it oprORTUNE TO GOAD ON
THE POLES AT THE BEGINNING OF A NEW OUTBREAK, TO BETRAY THEM DURING ITS
PROGRESS BY THEIR DIPLOMACY, AND TO DESERT THEM WHEN RUSSIA HAD THROWN
Them pown. In fact, the chief purpose of the meermc is to raise
money to support them. Are the poor émigrés (this time mostly
workinemeN and peasants and thus not in the least protecTED BY PRINcE
Zawovsk1 et Co.) to starve because it appears to the Encrisu mipLe
CLASS JUST NOW INOPPORTUNE TO MENTION EVEN THE NAME OF POLAND?

Cutting enclosed by Mr Blind from The Morning Star.'®
Mazzini, who did tell Fontana that Blind was a liar, was absolutely
furious that his Italian Workers’ Association® here sent out the
Italian version of my ‘Address’® into the world without the
omissions Mr Mazzini had expressly demanded, e.g. the passages
attacking the mippLE crass.

Your
K. M.

Apropos. Some port wine and claret would do me a world of
good UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, .

2918 e uisar Published in English in full for the
first time

@ See this volume, pp. 92-93. - ® William Dell - ¢ K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the
Working Men’s International Association’.
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ENGELS TO CARL SIEBEL
IN ELBERFELD

Manchester, 27 February 1865
Dear Siebel,

Marx has sent you our statement denouncing the Social-
Demokrat in Berlin.® In the meantime, to do something positive to
prevent the people from lumping us together with Bismarckery, I
have written a pamphlet,” and O. Meissner in Hamburg has
accepted it. I should be grateful if you would arrange for a notice
concerning it to be placed in the Diisseldorfer Zeitung and other
papers to which you have access, with something like the following
content:

A pamphlet by Fr. Engels entitled The Prussian Military Question
and the German Workers’ Party will shortly be published by Otto
Meissner in Hamburg. It originated at the request of a so-called
‘soctal-democratic’ paper ¢ to the author to express his views on the
subject in that paper.d Detailed treatment of the subject, however,
required more space than a newspaper could command; the
pro-Bismarck direction adopted by the latest ‘Social-Democracy’
furthermore made it impossible for the people at the Neue
Rheinische Zeitung to collaborate with the organs of this particular
‘Social-Democracy’. In these circumstances. the above-mentioned
work is being published independently in pamphlet-form..."%*

You will need to act quickly as Meissner has written that the
pamphlet was already going to be distributed on 24 February. It
will vex the Lassallean clique most dreadfully, the men of
Progress* no less so, and not least Monsieur Bismarck. There are
some most impudent things in it which have previously, for the
most part, been passed over with tactful umidity. As long as the
press does not again totally ignore the thing'® with its fulmina-
tions against all and sundry, the story will have some effect.

So, be quick now! This is all important. For the Rheinische
Zeitung 1 shall supply the necessary material through Dr Klein in
Cologne.

Best wishes to your wife. Your
F. E.

2 K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’. - b F. Engels, The
Prussian Military Question and the German Workers’ Party. - ¢ Der Social-Demokrat -
d See this volume, pp. 67-69.
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N.B. You can further add: and sets out the views of the
‘Social-Democrats’ of 1848 with regard to both the government
and the Party of Progress.

First published in Deuische Zeitung, Printed according to the original
No. 473. 16 October 1920 Published in English for the first
time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 27 February 1865

Dear Moor,

As you had positively promised to take the necessary steps
regarding the newspapers® immediately Meissner sent a positive
reply, I counted on it that this had been done. Meanwhile, today I
dispatched the necessary to Siebel,” Liebknecht and Klein in
Cologne (for the Rheinische Zeitung),'” as there is no time to lose.
If you have anyone else who can do anything, please write to
them—rreruars Kugelmann? His letter returned enclosed, ditto
Miquel whose high-faluting refashioning of the theory into a
platform for mayoral dignity and bourgeois benevolence greatly
amused me."" It is more or less how Heinrich Biirgers will view
the world if he should ever become mayor of Nippes or
Kalscheuren.

Jones has got sessions again, I have not been able to see him yet.
More tomorrow, 7 o'clock has just struck and I must post this
letter.

Your
F. E.

2 Engels refers to the publication of a notice about his pamphlet The Prussian
Military Question and the German Workers’ Party (see this volume, p. 84). - b See this
volume, pp. 111-12.
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I have no port wine in the warenouse and will have to get hold of
some first, but will do so immediately.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
1913 gen w ans utigar Published in English for the first
time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 3 March 1865

Dear Moor,

You must excuse me for neglecting my correspondence this
week. Borkheim was here and took up a lot of my time; he left
this evening; then there is corronranic following Sherman’s
advance,” with endless letter-writing and vain attempts to dispose
of our srtock. I think Richmond will be abandoned within a
fortnight, and, unless by some miracle Lee manages to get a fresh
respite of 2-3 months, the final, decisive battle will be fought
within 4 weeks.”

I must go home now and write to Meissner and Siebel, who is
putting himself to a lot of trouble—he says he has sent you the
statement.* I am glad the thing is finally published; still nothing in
the damned Social-Demokrat of 1 March—presumably, they tried
to go back on it?'® It’s a load off my mind that we have at last
made the break with that gang. So, now we have the grand
concluding article on Bismarck® which was supposed to patch
everything up. O, jerum, jerum, jerum!c

Your
F. E.

a K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’. - b A reference to
the fifth article of the series ‘Das Ministerium Bismarck’, Der Social-Demokrat,
No. 28, 1 March 1865. - ¢ O, jerum, jerum, jerum! O quae mutatio rerum! (Oh, dear
me, dear me, dear me. A crazy world. Lord, hear me!)— part of the refrain from a
student song attributed to Hofling.
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I have in my hurry not managed to find any decent port, but sent
claret yesterday. Will keep looking for some port.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, S , . . .
lglsnge un s tutigart Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

{London,] 4 Marcu 1865

Dear Frep,

Our statement? is in today’s Social-Demokrat. Although claiming
that the statement from these ‘gentlemen’ requires no further
comment, Mr Schweitzer has, nevertheless, ‘anonymously’ devoted
one of his ‘bloody pretentious’ Leabers'® to us. Lassalle and
B. Becker, ‘President of Mankind’, ror ever! At all events, I have
Mr Schweitzer’s exceedingly humble letter of invitation, etc. in my
possession. Siebel has sent 5 newspapers (the Barmer, the
Elberfelder, the Diisseldorfer, the Rheinische and the Neue Frankfur-
ter) carrying the statement.”® The enclosed cutting is from the
Elberfelder. I am glad, firstly, that we are ‘out’ and, secondly, that
we were ‘in’. If we had not been, we would never have penetrated
the ‘mystéres of Lassalle’,

I have written to Kugelmann (please send his prescription back
to me) about your pamphlet® (it looks very good in print; if there is
a 2nd impression, only a sentence here and there would need to
be altered). Can you send me another 2 cories? I would like to use
Eccarius’ good offices to put two short notices in Bender’s rag®
(London) and in the Hermann, but that will hardly be possible
unless I let them have 2 copies.'®”

The ‘Polish Meeting’ (Wepnespay) went off very well, and full,
although the sourceors had done everything they could to wreck it by

declaring it ‘opporTung’. 158

2 K. Marx and F. Engels, “To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’. - b F. Engels, The
Prussian Military Question and the German Workers” Party. - < Londoner Anzeiger - 4 See
this volume, pp. 109-10.
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Affairs in France are very complicated® 1 will tell you about it and
send you Schily’s rerort (I have to translate extracts from it this
very day and accordingly inform the suscommitTeE Of it) in my next
letter. For the moment, I shall just mention that there is a ricnT
between our original workers’ representatives and the politico-
social gentlemen (including the boss of the Association® so
admired by Moses®) as to who is to be in contact with us. The
(French], particularly the Parisian workers (although already links
with 25 other French cities, too) literally regard the London
Counci. as a workers’ government ‘abroad’.

Major Wolff has returned after serving his sentence in
Alessandria.

Apropos: did I tell you that Mazzini later secretly communicated
his ‘displeasure’ to Fontana after all (and his predilection for
K. Blind, whom he had himself branded as a ‘liar’¢)?

Your wine came yesterday; received with taanks.

For the past week my brother-in-law ¢ from the Cape' has been
here again; he leaves next Tuesday. My niece® from Maastricht
came with him (daughter of my sister, widow Schmalhausen); I
shall have to take her back v aBouT A WEEK LATER.

My old trouble is plaguing me in various sensitive and
‘aggravating’ places, so that sitting down is difficult.

Apropos: is the Lupus affair?® still not quite wound up? Ditto 1
never heard a word from Mr Borchardt about the outstanding
money he was going to collect in. You will see from the enclosed
scrawl, which is just one example, how I am being sent claims of
every conceivable kind, things I had totally forgotten about. This
is the most recent to have raised its head from the days of the
Neue Rheinische Zeitung. It is something I have to take into account
in every possible way because otherwise the fellows will make a
public scandal."

It seems all up with Conreperacy.

Salut.

Your

a See this volume, p. 118-19. - b Moses Hess - ¢ Manuscript illegible - 4 See this
volume, p. 110.-¢ Johann Carl Juta-f Cape of Good Hope - 8 Caroline
Schmalhausen - b See this volume, pp. 117-18.
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I wonder if you could send me the papers from the Manchester
press relating to the corron-crisis? *

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stuttgart, 1913 ind in full in MEGA, l‘?ubhshed in English for the first
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 time

60

ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 6 March 1865

Dear Moor,

Yours of the day before yesterday received, as was the
Social-Demokrat today containing that droll article excommunicat-
ing us.'® It really makes one laugh.

I have been at home with 'flu most of today, but I shall go and
see the lawyer about the Lupus affair® as soon as possible.
Everything will be straight as soon as the fellow completes;
Borchardt has been paid his £100 (i. e. less the money he has
already had), and the Schiller Institute® its £100, too; further-
more, I gave the lawyer approx. £150 to cover tax and am only
waiting for his account now before remitting the rest to you
directly. I shall put together a provisional balance sheet for you in
a day or two so that you can see how things stand.

Things from Siebel and a certain Lange enclosed.® Qu'en
penses-tu?® Send the stuff back, as well as the letter from Meissner,
which I must have for my correspondence with him. I am sending
him the cuttings for him to see that we have also got people to
push things along.

The Kilnische Zeitung has also printed our statement,® but only
up to the words that the Social-Demokrats tactics preclude our
further participation in it.

Bruhn returned enclosed. How THE HELL CAME YOU TO OWE THAT FELLOW
any Brass?® However much it is, I shall send it to-you at once.

a See this volume, pp. 135-38. - b What do you think of it? - ¢ K. Marx and F. Engels,
‘To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’. - 9 See this volume, pp. 117-19.



61. Marx to Engels. 7 March 1865 117

2 cories of the pamphlet® despatched herewith. They are the last
ones. But I have ordered some more. There is an announcement
about the pamphlet in the Kélner Zeitung®

What kind of ‘parers from the Manchester press relating to the
cotTon-crisis’ are you talking about? Surely you mean from the
Reuier Commirtee **? 1 have not seen Maclure for some time; as soon
as I encounter him, I shall have a word with him about it.

Gumpert does not think much of Kugelmann’s phosphate of
lime. At all events, it is not a specific remedy. He says you ought
to take arsenic. Returned enclosed.

I must now go to the Schiller Institute to chair the Comité By
the by, one of the fellows there, a chemist, has recently
explained Tyndall's experiment with sunlight? to me. It is really
capital.

Your
F. E.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Published in English for the first
Abt. III, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 ume

61

MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

{London,] 7 March® 1865

Dear Frep,

My brother-in-law' is leaving today to return to the Cape. I've
got to accompany him onto the ship. So, I'm very short of
time—hence just the following in the utmost brevity:

1. Ad vocem® Bruhn. A worker in Paris received a letter from a
worker in Hamburg saying that Bruhn is slandering us in every
way he can. Firstly, he says I owe him 60 talers which I never

a F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers’ Party. - ® Kolnische
Zeitung - < probably Carl Schorlemmer - 4 See this volume, p. 91. - € In the original:
May. - { Johann Carl Juta - 8 As regards
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repaid. Secondly, you and I are said to have sold the Prussian
government, or rather ‘Police-Chief Stieber, a manuscript about
the refugees.'® The Parisian sent the letter to Lessner, who passed
it on to me. I replied to Lessner by return of post, for
communication to the Parisian, that I had never had any financial
dealings with Bruhn (which I believed at that time to be the case),
and in general considered that for Bruhn to ever have 60 talers to
his name was like something out of Munchausen. Furthermore, 1
explained the affair of Bangya and the manuscript, in which
connection our declaration of April 1853°% in the New-Yorker
Criminal-Zeitung® and references to it in Herr Vogt page such and
such ¢ were to be consulted. WeLL! Then Bruhn’s letter arrived. So,
I racked my brains and think I remember the following: in the
spring of 1849 I came to Hamburg to collect money for the Neue
Rheinische Zeitung. 1 had just enough in my rocker to get to
Hamburg. However, stayed 14 days in a rwrsrrate hotel. 1
explained to Baron Frisch, who later intended to send us
donations, that I needed money to pay the hotel bill and my
return fare. I now have a dim recollection that since I didn’t want
to take the money as a ‘rresent’ from him and he for his part didn’t
want it back, it was agreed that Bruhn, who was just as much a
scoundrel then as now, should receive it. I had forgotten the
whole bloody business; however, I now wrote to Bruhn!"! that I
couldn’t remember any financial transaction with him. Since the
Neue Rheinische Zeitung was banned when I got back to Cologne
from Hamburg and I myself was kicked out of Prussia, it was
possible that in the whirl of events at the time I had forgotten.'™
It is still striking that he waited from 1849 to 1865 to remind me.
But it was a simple matter. He should let me know by letter how
much he thought he had on me and send me Griibel’s address. 1
would then write to Griibel myself. If the latter confirmed what he
said, his demand would be satisfied. This procedure is absolutely
essential, as I am still uncertain about the matter even at this
moment, and the way I have been fleeced by claims of this kind is
really scandalous.

2. From the enclosed from Schily you will see what transpired in
Paris whither we sent Le Lubez to settle the disputes that had
broken out there. (We had given Schily ditto ruiL rower to
negotiate,® as we were aware of Le Lubez’s bias towards Lefort.*
Here I should just mention in passing that Béluze, President of the

2 In the original: January 1852. - b K. Marx, ‘Hirsch’s Confessions’. - ¢ See present
edition, Vol. 17, pp. 219-20. - d See this volume, pp. 108-09.
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People’s Bank,'”! who controls the few Paris Associations and their
organ L’Association, is with Lefort.) What else happens—which will
only be concluded this evening, as far as our intervention is
concerned—in the next letter.?

3. The things from Siebel returned. It strikes me as most
unfortunate that he gives London as the origin of the notice put in
the Diisseldorfer Zeitung® thus exposing me as the presumed
author.

4. Letter from Liebknecht enclosed.

5. One copy of the circular from the Geneva Branca-AssociaTion ©
enclosed.

6. The letter from Meissner enclosed.

7. Lange: not to be directly rebuffed.® Write and tell him that he
would do best to post the thing to you, 2 coris, and you would
send one to me each time. As he rightly realises himself, after our
recent experience we would have to hold back for the present from
making contributions to any German paper. He would, of course,
have the same right as any other epiror of a journal to reprint
whatever extracts he liked from your pamphlet.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

The first numbers (2 sheets) of Blind’s Eidgenosse have come,
with the only contributions by Blind, Struve and Rasch.'”? Trivia.
Emblem consisting of hand with dagger, to kill the ‘tyrants’.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel awischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Ifubhshed n Enghsh for the first
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 tme

a See this volume, p. 130 - b [F. Engels,] ‘Notice Concerning The Prussian Military
Question and the German Workers® Party’. - ¢ ‘Aufruf an alle Arbeiter, Arbeitervereine
und Arbeiterassociationen in der Schweiz zum Beitritt der “Internationalen
Arbeiter-Association”’. - ¢ See this volume, p. 116. - ¢ F. Engels, The Prussian
Military Question and the German Workers’ Party.
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62

MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 10 Marcu [1865]

Dear Frep,

I can only write these few lines today, as I have much else to do.

The statement from Herwegh and Ristow?® is good. The
impudence of Mr Schweitzer, who knows perfectly well that all 1
need to do is publish his own letters, is fantastic. Though what else
can the wretched cur do?

As you will already have guessed, the scrawl he quotes from the
Neue Frankfurter Zeitung is from student ‘Blind’.'”? I'm sending you
the first No. of this ‘lackey’® of the deposed Kings of Democracy
and Holloway-type ‘serapvertisers’ and ‘purrers’. You must arrange
for a few jokes about the fellow to reach Siebel, for him to hawk
around to the various papers.

By the by, if there should be a 2nd impression of your
pamphlet,” we can, in a short preface, make a brief official
statement on our position with regard to the Lassalle
shit and the Social-Demokrat. It would be, of course, beneath our
dignity to take up the cudgels directly with that gang of riff-raff in
minor journals.

Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, ) . . .
1913 Published in English for the first

time

2 concerning the breach with Der Social-Demokrat - ® Der Deutsche Eidgenosse -
¢ F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers’ Party.
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63

ENGELS TO JOSEPH WEYDEMEYER?
IN ST LOUIS

Manchester, 10 March 1865

Dear Weydemeyer,

At last T have got down to answering your letter of 20 January.
I had sent it to Marx who—partly because he was indisposed —
kept it a very long while, v ract did not return it until a week ago
today,® so that my letter could no longer catch the steamer; I was
too occupied with business on that day.

My best thanks for your detailed answers to my questions.® With
the negligent reporting on militaria“ in the papers here, I had lost
the thread of all the ‘combined’ operations; I found the Red River
expedition '™ quite puzzling and I was not much wiser about
Sherman’s move eastward from Vicksburg,’® as there was no
mention here of the Southern corps advancing from New Orleans.
These combined operations with a point of meeting up not merely
in the enemy’s territory but even behind his very lines show
precisely how crude are the ideas of strategy of a nation that has
no experience of war whatever. And yet if the noble Wrangel and
Prince Frederick Charles had not been 2 to 1 in the Danish war®
they would have got up to much the same tricks. The battle at
Missunde ' and the 2 inexplicable ‘demonstrations’ (to give a
nameless thing some kind of name, nevertheless) against Diippel
before the assault were, if anything, even more childish.

As to Grant’s conduct at Richmond,” I am trying to explain it in
another way. I am completely of the same opinion as you that
strategically the only correct thing was to attack Richmond from
the west However, it seems to me—insofar as one can form a
judgement from such a distance and from such vague reports—
that Grant preferred the eastern side for 2 reasons:

1. because he could provision himself more easily there. Whilst
on the western side he commanded only the roads to Fredericks-
burg and to Tennessee (both crossing areas that had been exha-
usted), on the eastern side he had the Fredericksburg line, and
the York and James Rivers as well. Since the difficulty of supplying
large armies with provisions has played an important part

a See this volume, p. 107. - b ibid., pp. 39-40. - ¢ military matters
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throughout the war, 1 would not like to condemn Grant out of
hand until I am clear on that score. You reproach him with having
turned his back to the sea But if one controls the sea and has
secure points of embarkation (Monroe and Norfolk), then that is
an advantage. Compare Wellington’s campaigns in Spain and the
Crimean campaign, where the Allies, who had been victorious on
the Alma, positively ran away from the enemy in order to ensure
their rear the protective cover of the sea south of Sevastopol.'
That the possession of the Shenandoah valley was the best way to
secure Washington is clear. But? The question arises

2. did Grant (and Lincoln) want to have Washington completely
secure? On the contrary, it seems to me that with the loose
constitution of the Federation and the great indifference to the
war in some parts of the North, Lincoln never seriously wanted to
drive the Confederates out of Richmond, that, on the contrary, he
just wanted to pin them down in a position where they
represented something of a threat to Washington, Pennsylvania
and even New York. I believe that without that he would have got
neither the recruits nor the money to finish the war. I certainly
believe that Grant would have very much liked to have taken
Richmond in the last 3-4 months, but he has not sufficient forces
to do so. I see them estimated at from 70-90,000 men and Lee at
50-70,000. If this ratio is approximately correct, then, with his
attack acknowledged to be strategically wrong, he has done
everything possible to frustrate any offensive defence by Lee, and
to encircle Richmond on at least 3 sides out of 4. For, after
distinguishing himself amongst all the other generals of North and
South in the last 2 years just by his brilliant use of counter-attacks,
I cannot believe that Lee would now abandon this tactic unless
forced to. It was, however, a stupendous gain for the North if it
succeeded in pinning down the South’s best army at Richmond, in
one corner of the southern territory, because of a childish point
d’honneur, until the whole hinterland was cut off and militarily
disrupted for the South, firstly by conquest of the Mississippi
valley and then again by Sherman’s campaign, until finally, and
this seems to be the case now, all the Union’s available troops are
marching on Richmond and one decisive blow can put an end to
the whole business.

The latest news we have is from New York, dated 25 February,
i.e. it includes the taking of Charleston and Wilmington, and
Sherman’s advance from Columbia to Winnsborough. This Sher-

a prestige
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man appears to be the only fellow in the North who knows how to
use his men’s legs to win battles. But he must, incidentally, have
splendid lads under him. I can’t wait to see what will happen. If
Lee assesses his desperate situation aright, he has no choice but
to pack up and go south. But where to? The only way open to him
is to Lynchburg and Tennessee; but that would be exceedingly
hazardous to march into such a narrow mountain valley with just
one railway, and Knoxville and Chattanooga fortified ahead of
him. Besides, that would probably mean sacrificing Beauregard,
Hardee and all other Confederate troops positioned in North
Carolina, and exposing his flank to Sherman. Or he could advance
from Petersburg, turn Grant’s left flank and march directly south
against Sherman? Daring, but better; the only way to draw to
himself the remnants of the fleeing armies, delay Grant by
destroying the railways and bridges, and fall on Sherman with
superior strength. If the latter offers battle to this combined force,
he will certainly be beaten; if he falls back toward the coast, he will
open up the road toward Augusta for Lee who will there be able
to make his first respite. But Sherman and Grant would then
surely join forces and Lee would then again be faced by a superior
force, this time as good as in open country; for I do not believe
the Confederates can again concentrate so many heavy guns in
any one place inland as to organise another Richmond there. And
even if they were to do so, they would only be jumping out of the
frying-pan into the fire. Or else—invasion of the North? Jefferson
Davis would no doubt be capable of this, but that would also spell
the end within a fortnight.

Now, however, Lee can only send some of his forces southwards
as well to join with Beauregard and company and stop Sherman,
and this seems to me the most probable course. In this case,
Sherman will probably give them a proper ‘drubbing’, as they say
in South Germany, and then Lee will really be stuck. But even if
Sherman were to be defeated, Lee would only have gained one
month’s respite, and the troops advancing from every part of the
coast—not to mention Grant’s successes in the meantime against
the weakened Richmond army—would soon make his position as
bad as it had been before. One way or another, the game is up,
and I look forward to the arrival of each sreamer with expectancy;
there is a positive deluge of exciting news just now. The strategic
speculations of the numerous souTHern sympaTHIsERs here are most
comical to listen to, they are all epitomised by the remark made by
the Polish general Sznayde in the Palatinate who said after every
rout, ‘We are doing exactly what Kossuth did.’
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Incidentally, I am most grateful to you for your explanations
about military organisation in America, it was only as a result of
them that I obtained a clear picture of many aspects of the war
there. I have been familiar with the canons Napoléon for many a
long year, the English had already replaced them (light, smooth-bore
12-pounders with a charge weighing '/, of the ball) when Louis
Bonaparte re-invented them. You may have any number of
Prussian howitzers, as they have all been withdrawn now and
replaced by rifled 6-pounders and 4-pounders (which fire
13-pound and 9-pound heavy shells). I am not surprised that the
eevation of your howitzers is only 5°, it was no higher with the old
long howitzers the French had (until 1856), and, if I am not
mistaken, the English ones were only a little more. In general, the
high-angle fire from howitzers has been used for a long time only by
the Germans; its great unreliability in range-finding in particular
had brought it into disrepute.

Now to other matters.

A Frankfurt lawyer ‘von Schweitzer’ had indeed established
himself in Berlin with a little paper called Der Social-Demokrat and
asked us to write for it. As Liebknecht, who is in Berlin, was to
join the editorial board, we accepted.” But then, firstly, the little
paper embarked on an insufferable cult of Lassalle, whilst we
meanwhile received positive proof (the old Hatzfeldt woman told
Liebknecht about it and urged him to work for the same ends)
that Lassalle was much more deeply implicated with Bismarck than
we had ever realised. There was an actual alliance between the two
which had gone so far that Lassalle was to go to Schleswig-
Holstein and there to advocate the annexation of the duchies by
Prussia, while Bismarck had rather less definitely consented to the
introduction of a sort of universal suffrage and more definitely to
the right of combination and concessions regarding social policy,
state support for workers’ associations, etc.”® The foolish Lassalle
had no guarantee whatever from Bismarck, au contraire® he would
have been put in prison sans fagon® as soon as he became
troublesome. The gentlemen on the Social-Demokrat knew this, but,
for all that, they continued to intensify their cult of Lassalle. In
addition to that, the fellows allowed themselves to be intimidated
by threats from Wagener (of the Kreuz-Zeitung) into paying court
to Bismarck, flirting with him, etc., etc. That was the last straw.
We published the enclosed statement? and made our exit, with

2 See this volume, pp. 22, 23-24. -b on the contrary - ¢ without ceremony -
d K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’.
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Liebknecht doing likewise. The Social-Demokrat then declared that
we did not belong to the Social-Democratic Party,'® which
excommunication naturally did not bother us. The whole Lassal-
lean General Association of German Workers? has taken such a
wrong road that nothing can be done with it; however, it will not
last long.

I was asked to write about the military question, which I did,
but, in the meantime, relations between us became more strained,
and the article turned into a pamphlet,® which 1 have now had
published separately; I am now sending you a copy of it by the
same sreaver. To judge by the newspapers I receive, the thing
appears to be creating quite a furore, especially on the Rhine, and
it will, at any rate, make it very difficult for the workers to ally
themselves with reaction just now.

The InternationaL Association in London is going from strength
to strength. In Paris especially, in London no less so. It is also
going well in Switzerland and Italy. Only the German Lassalleans
are refusing to bite, and in present circumstances least of all.
However, we are again receiving letters and offers from all sides
in Germany, a decisive change has taken place, and the rest will
turn out right.

The only reply I can make to your wife’s® question is that I have
not yet entered into a state of holy matrimony.

Photographs enclosed, of Lupus and myself, I have come out a
little too dark; but it is the only one I have left.

Schimmelpfennig has taken Charleston—Hurrah!

Write soon.

Your
F. Engels

First published abridged in Die Neue Zeit, Printed according to the original
Bd. 2, No. 33, 1906-1907, and in full in: . . —

Marx and Engels, Works First Russian Published in English in full for the
Edition, Vol. XXV, Moscow, 1934 first time

2 F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers’ Party. - P Louise
Weydemeyer’s
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64

ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 11 March?® 1865

Dear Moor,

Schweitzer’s brazenness really is ludicrous. But it does show how
hard he has been hit by our withdrawal® and how well he knows
that very much depends on it for his petty paper. After Herwegh
and Riistow have come out in support of our statement,” anything
can happen. Schweitzer will soon become aware of the effect his
big talk has had, especially on the Rhine. Siebel has done a capital
job in circulating the pamphlet.® The Bonner Zeitung has twice
published long extracts already and is intending to produce still
more. The Rheinische® has also got a long extract as well. Our
standing with the Rhineland workers being what it is, this
agitation-by-clique against us won’t get very far.

Siebel had already sent me the little piece from the Neue
Frankfurter Zeitung.™ Student Blind as always. He is having to
make a couple of phrases of Lassalle’s last a whole year. T haven’t
received the lackey' yet.

The legacy business is complete, the rawyer will send the
statement of account next week, he has sull got approx. 10s. to
collect in or pay out, he wasn’t sure which. So, I can send you the
money on Monday then.® Meanwhile, my statement of account
enclosed, according to which another £¢ approx. are due to you.

The ideas Liebknecht has about Manchester! He has got nothing
to gobble and asks me what a house ‘with garden’ costs here! The
fellow is simply soft in the head. Schweitzer, he said, could not sell
himself to Bismarck because he would have been obliged to use the
good offices of the beastly old woman."

I'm finding the new movement a terrible fag, by the way. It’s
the devil's own job letter-writing in the evening as well for the
party and publisher, etc., until 1 or 2 o’clock, after letter-writing
all day at work.

2 The original has: February. - ® from the Social-Demokrat - < K. Marx and F. Eng-
els, ‘To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’. - 4 F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question
and the German Workers® Party. - ¢ Die Rheinische Zeitung - £ Der Deutsche Eidgenosse -
& No figure in the original. - ' Sophie von Hatzfeldt
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Siebel has sent me Lange’s pamphlet.® Gonfused, Malthusian
with some Darwinian ingredients, flirting with all and sundry, but
several good passages against Lassalle and the bourgeois consum-
ers’ co-op fellows. I'll send it to you in the next few days.

Schily’s letter also returned enclosed which I found most
entertaining. Our old comrade is turning himself into a very
useful diplomat.'® How did the two of you settle the dispute?

It’s impossible to get anywhere with Jones. Hardly are the
sessions over when the Assizes begin. THE TRADE IN CRIME SEEMS HIGHLY
FLOURISHING.

Adios, and my kindest regards to the vapis.

Your
F. E.
Execution of Will W. Wolff
Debit
Payment from Steinthal & Co. incl. interest £1,083-9-3
” » " Heywood BROTHERS incl. interest ” 234-14-9
Debts collected by Dr Borchardt ................. ” 66-13-0
£1,384-17-0
Credit
To payment to Marx .......ccooeviiceennnnnn. £234-14-9
» - » $50-0-0
” » " 900-0-0
7 40-0-0
£824-14-9
” ” to Borchardt .........oooovenene.... £ 100-0-0
” ” Schiller Institute 28 ................. ” 100-0-0
. ” Engels ..o " 100-0-0
” Wood, Solicitor.............. ” 150-0-0
Payment to LANDLORD ........... ” o 13-4-9
Paid » funeral expenses .... ” 57-11-0
by » of 2 bills .............. ” 1-2-4
Borchardt | of PROBATE DuTy . 7 30-0-0 1,376-12-10
Balance 8-4-2

a F. A. Lange, Die Arbeiterfrage in ihrer Bedeutung fiir Gegenwart und Zukunft.
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There is also a certain amount in interest I have got to make
over to you for the period from 9 November (when I received the
balance of approx. £633 from Steinthal but only sent you £200 in
the first place and also held back other payments). I can’t attend
to it today as the cashier has already left and locked away the
relevant book; you will receive it along with Wood’s statement of
account; but it won’t be much. Most of the interest due arose from
the fact that the £633 remained with Steinthal from May until
November, which produced approx. £16 extra for you.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original

sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stttgart, 1913 ond in full in MEGA Published in English for the first
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 ume

65

MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 13 March 1865

Dear Engels,

There are mistakes in your financial statement, viz. you sent me
£235 on 8 June, £350 at the beginning of July (the letter enclosing
the money isn’t dated, but I can tell from a letter of 5 July which
said it was about to be sent) and £200 on 9 Nevember 1864; on the
other hand, the last £40 itemised on the statement you said would
eventually follow (in the enclosed letter dated 9 November) but you
never sent it. I hope that you will be able to convince yourself of
this on checking your books again, and if so, that you will send me
the money by return of post, before I leave for the continent (with
my niece®), which will probably be at the end of this week.'”’

With regard to Schweitzer’s brazenness, 1 have decided on a
different course. There are some things about which one would be
glad to enlighten the public but can only do so in response to direct
provocation, and then one must not miss the oPPORTUNE TIME OF A REPLY.
And such is the case with Schweitzer’s comments connected with

2 Caroline Schmalhausen
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the garbage from Blind.'” I intend to reply in the Diisseldorfer
Zeitung actually on behalf of both of us, but I shall sign in my name
alone, as it would be ludicrous to imply you shared responsibility for
‘Achilles;'™ and as I shall be quoting mainly (exclusively, if my plan
works out) from Schweitzer’s letters to me anyway.

My plan therefore is this:

Schweitzer is reproducing, in print, the lies put out by the Neue
Frankfurter Zeitung, knowing them to be lies. (Is the article in the
form of an editorial in the paper, or what?) Viz.: I. neither
Lassalle’s name nor any mention of Lassalle appeared in the
prospectus we received ‘printed as manuscript’. (Liebknecht had
prevented that.) 2. In note of 30 December Schweitzer most humbly
asks my pardon for so brazenly using passage from private letter
of condolence, as both introduction and conclusion to his hymn of
adulation. 3. By means of short extracts from Schweitzer’s letters
from 30 December 1864 to 15 February 1865 (his last letter), I
shall show that the conflict over ‘tactics’ was a lasting one from the
first, trial number?® right up until we announced our withdrawal,
and was by no means a quarrel suddenly picked, as man-of-
honour Schweitzer pretends, with his support for Blind’s shit. At
the same time, this little mosaic of excerpts from Schweitzer’s
letters will show with what servility this selfsame brute behaved
towards wus, until he suddenly turned vicious on being kicked. This
will make salutory reading for bourgeois and workers alike (and
for Riistow). All in all, good intreduction for the break with
‘Lassalleanism’, which is in any case inevitable. (Of course, as far as
student Blind is concerned, if that water-newt should ever come our
again, I shall always treat Lassalle as a dead lion set beside a live
ass. It is indecent that such an ‘uneducated’ Baden publican
should even presume to put himself on a level with a man who has
studied Heraclitus and the Roman law of inheritance.)

Let me know by return if you approve of my plan, as I can’t
afford to lose any time.'"” (And don’t forget to tell me in what
form Blind’s twaddle appeared in the Neue Frankfurter Zeitung.) In
my opinion, it’s necessary.

Although, unlike you, I don’t have the pleasure of correspond-
ing with the Too-Clever-By-Half,” nor of being able to foul his
nest for him, nevertheless I've been infernally warassep just
recently, quite apart from the furuncles, which won’t go away;
e.g., last night I didn’t get to bed until 4 o’clock in the morning.

a of 15 December 1864 - P K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the
Social-Demokrat’. - < Gottfried Ermen, Engels’ partner
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Besides my work on the book,* the INTERNATIONAL AssociaTiON takes
up an enormous amount of time, as I am w ract the neap of it.
And what a waste of time! (And it would come just now, with the
French business* and the election business®® here, etc., all at the
same time.) E.g. the French shit:

28 February. Tolain and Fribourg here from Paris. Meeting of
the Cenrrar Councrr, where they state their case and bicker with
Le Lubez until 12 o’'clock at night. Then reconvene in Bolleter’s
tavern, where I had another 200 odd cards to sign. (I have now
got them to change this stupid practice by having our handwriting
engraved on the plate, and only the GeneraL SecreTary® signs by
hand. Meanwhile, the remaining 1,000 cards or TuE oLp epiTION had
to be signed N THE OLD STYLE.)

1 March. Polish seerive.'™

4 March. Suscommirree®' meeting about the French question until 1
o’clock in the morning.

6 March. Suscommirree meeting about ditto until 1 o’clock in the
morning.

7 March. Sirrine or THe Centrar Councre until 12 o’clock at night.
Resolutions passed. (I enclose resolutions, along with the private
instructions which the CentraL Counciw is sending to Schily, who, as
you can see from resolution V, has been appointed Centrar Councir
DELEGATE (AMBASSADOR) AT Paris) '™

(This meeting of 7 March, in which Le Lubez was utterly
culbuté” was very embarrassing and stormy, and left the English in
particular with the impression THaT THE FRENCHMEN STAND REALLY IN NEED
of » Bonararte!) In between times, people dashing this way and that
to see me in connection with the conference with Bright which
was held last Saturday (11 March), etc. Reported briefly on same
to Jones (he had enquired beforehand about it on Friday),
instructed him to convey the letter to you.'®

WEeLL, mon cher, que faire?* He who says ‘A’ must also say ‘B’.

You will see from the enclosed Nordstern (see THE 2 FIRST LEADERS)
that, despite his hatred for us, Bruhn immediately seized the
opportunity to attack Schweitzer, out of sheer professional
jealousy."® This is most important since Bruhn’s paper is of longer
standing, and this has at least sowed dissension in the camp of these
fellows themselves.

A short notice about your pamphlet will appear in Bender’s
Anzeiger® this week. I sent one to the Hermann (Juch), saying he

2 Capital - » William Cremer - ¢ overturned - 4 what is to be done, my dear
fellow? - ¢ Londoner Anzeiger, 17 March 1865
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should form his own opinion of it, etc.® This he will do. I chose this
approach because with Juch I'd always poked fun at the notices sent
to the Hermann by Blind, for Blind and about Blind, and the two of
us here are generally regarded as one person.

Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . L
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, P_ubhs‘hed in English in full for the
Abt. TI1, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time
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MARX TO HERMANN JUNG
IN LONDON

[London,] 13 March 1865

My dear Jung,

Mr Cremer has quite misunderstood me (and I shall write him
immediately upon that point). I was so far from any intention of
moving new amendments on Tuesday evening® to the old
resolutions '™ that, before the arrival of your letter, I had to-day
posted to Schily a letter containing the very same resolutions. I wrote
him at the same time to wait with their communication until
Thursday next, so as to give Mr Le Lubez the time to fulfil his
functions, viz. to communicate himself the resolutions.

What I said to Cremer, and to Fox ditto, was, that if Le Lubez
and Mr Wolff, by their foolish behaviour, had not excited the
feelings, and killed the time, the resolutions would and might have
been rédigées in a way more polite on the one, and more logical, on
the other hand; [so that] f.i. Resolution II (concerning Lefort’s
[defensive ways]) might, by a short phrase, have lost its aspect,
while Resolution IV concedes too much to Lefort etc. All this might
have been mended, and I expressed to Mr Cremer my regret that
it had, after the vote on the contents of the resolutions, not been
left to the subcommittee?' to give it the convenient stylistic form.

a See this volume, p. 134. - & 14 March
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Yet, I should consider it the greatest folly to reopen the questions
once settled, and which, as far as the substance of the resolutions
goes, have been settled in the most fair spirit. I should consider it,
particularly, quite unworthy of the Central Council to rescind one
single word after the exhibiuons Le Lubez and Wolff have made of
themselves. Moreover, by my letter to Schily such a course has
become impossible.

You will, of course, oblige me by communicating to me your
résumé historigue—but I beg you to understand me well. I shall like
to read it, as the thing itself interests me, but not in order to
control your writing."® I am convinced beforehand that you will
not embitter the spirits. I fear Mr Le Lubez has already sent to his
friends private despatches in that childish spirit.

Yours fraternally

K. Marx
First published in: Marx and Engels, Reproduced from the original
W First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV, . . . .
Mggf:’)w l?934 fostan Beition, To Published in English for the first
’ time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

[Manchester,] 14 March 1865

Dear Moor,

The business of the £40 is based solely on a statement of the
business I made out in November, in which this £40 figures as
‘casi’ to you, but undated. I had the impression myself that I had
not yet sent you this £40, but as I had no opportunity to check, 1
could only go by the memorandum. Today I checked my account
in the ledger, but I couldn’t deduce anything relevant from that
either. But if you've not had the £40 and, at the same time, I too
have the vague feeling that that is the position, that’s good
enough, and I've already given the cashier instructions to have the
money ready tomorrow.
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On the question of the statement in the Diisseldorfer Zeitung?* 'm
in complete agreement. Though on the whole it doesn’t matter
at all if Mr Schweitzer occasionally takes it into his head to
indulge in such barefaced effrontery, I did, nevertheless, find it
galling that this vulgar upstart rogue should be allowed to get
away with such behaviour towards us. Furthermore, if his smarmy
letters aren’t published now, they won’t be any use at all later. It’s
always nice when someone like that gets the scolding he deserves
for once. So, do it straightaway, and please ask Dresemann to send
2 coriss, so that I can have one.

In haste.
Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F Lreels und K. Mars Bd. 3, Swugart, Published in English for the first

tirne

68
MARX TO ENGELS

IN MANCHESTER

[London}] 18 March 1865

Dear Frep,

There are a lot of things, some of them important, that I want
to write to you about. But as there’s a vEry GREAT DEAL OF BUSsINESS to do
in connection with my departure tomorrow,"” just the following
bare facts:

The remaining uacves of the notes received.

You can send the Posr Orrce order to my wife.

I've sent off a note from Bender asking for 50 copies, etc., of
your pamphlet,® etc., to O. Meissner direct, as I had to write to
him today. It is possible that Meissner’s answer may arrive too late
for the mnext Londoner Anzeiger. Since Bender does at present

a See this volume, p. 129. - b F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the German
Workers' Party.
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without doubt know best how to disseminate things of this kind in
England, you should send him a note about the price of the pamphlet
by return if you can (i.e. if you know it yourself). He will then
advertise it straightaway in the next number. His address is 8
Little Newport St., Leicester Square.

I did a short, highly condensed little article for Bender, such as
I thought would be suitable for his paper,* a kind of prospectus of
contents, and sent Juch conversely, contrariwise and notwithstand-
ing, just your pamphlet itself, asking him to do a critique of it in
his own way and according to his own point of view.” Then I
received enclosed note from Juch (to be kept). There certainly
wasn’t the time for a critical review. So, I sent the notice originally
intended for Bender (in today’s Hermann) to Juch® (and the
enclosed message to Bender instead 9. At the same time, I wrote to
Juch—diplomacy becoming increasingly important—that 1
couldn’t meet his request because I was going away, that he should
print copious extracts in a later number; I would discuss his
difficulty in finding contributors with him when I returned to
London. (I am thinking of placing Eccarius there, instead of with
the Social-Demokrat) 1 sent him ditto a copy of my statement
against Schweitzer, although the Hermann won't be able to print it
until next Saturday’s edition (copies sent at the same time to
Reform in Berlin and to the Diisseldorfer Zeitung®); no amendments
in the version for the Hermann except a stab at Blind inserted at
the beginning.

Bender has written to me ditto:

‘Most obliged and grateful for notice you sent; but we now need a review as
well.”

I've passed this on to Eccarius.

Also enclosed a number of the Rheinische Zeitung sent to me by
Liebknecht with mis speecn.'®® His wife' has written to mine; they
are really down on their luck. He stll owed the Social-Demokrat
£5, etc. I can’t send him anything at the present moment.

Nordstern enclosed. You must keep this document. You can see
these gentlemen are now trying to make out that that wretch
Schweitzer completely falsified Lassalle.'®® So, my statement against
Schweitzer, which also repudiates Lassalle, even though very

2 Londoner Anzeiger - b See this volume, pp. 130-31. - ¢ K. Marx, ‘Review of Engels’
Pamphlet The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers’ Party’. - 4 K. Marx,
‘Synopsis of Engels’ Pamphlet The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers’
Party’. - ¢« K. Marx, ‘Statement [Regarding the Causes of the Breach with the
Social-Demokrat]'. - t Ernestine Liebknecht
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indirectly, comes at a most opportune moment. It will all come out
in the wash by and by.

It appears from the enclosed letter from Bruhn that I was right
about Frisch.? I've sent him the 6 talers (not 60!), although I'm not
convinced by it, at the same time saying that I would ‘make
further enquiries’ regarding the 50, etc.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

Apropos. Klings called in on his way to America. He had all
kinds of interesting things to report to me. A real ‘Rhineland’
worker.

On 5 March the Cologne branch of the General Workers’
Association® decided to issue a protest (along the lines of our
statement®) against the Social-Demokrat, and against B. Becker as
well, who is a kind of Biscamp Secundus. They have srorpep THE
money supeLies. And this refusal to pay taxes is catching.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Published in English for the first
Abe. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 ume
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ENGELS TO FRIEDRICH ALBERT LANGE'!
IN DUISBURG
[Copy]

Manchester, 29 March 1865
7 Southgate

Dear Sir,

I must offer you my profound apologies for allowing your kind
letter of the 2nd-4th inst. to remain unanswered for so long. I

2 See this volume, pp. 117-18. - » K. Marx and F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the
Social-Demokrat’.
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only hope you will not condemn me unheard. My excuse is that
for the first few days I was greatly preoccupied in part with an
accumulation of current business, but in part also with the large
amount of urgent correspondence, which one always faces when
one suddenly appears before the public again after long otium cum
(vel sine) dignitate® and at the same time has such merry
adventures as we have had with the Social-Demokratchen* In
addition to all that, I moved house, and that momentarily threw
my papers into some disarray, in which your letter was mislaid; I
only found it again the day before yesterday and I now hasten to
reply to you.

I am most grateful to you for so kindly offering to send your
Sphinx and other publications to Marx and myself. My
bookseller here is Mr Franz Thimm, Manchester, through whom
you may send everything to me. Sending things via the bookseller
requires 3-4 weeks as a rule; if you would send me at least the first
few Nos. in a simple open wrapper by post (it does not cost much),
I should be obliged to you and will gladly reimburse you.
Communications for Marx should be sent to me here, and he will
receive them within 12 hours of arrival. As you yourself rightly
realise, I could not commit myself at all at this stage regarding
possible future contributions; let us leave the question open for
the time being, although, in your case, we are at least not running
the risk of incurring the suspicion of wishing to rule over any
section of the proletariat in Germany from England.

Meanwhile, the involuntary delay in my reply has given me the
opportunity to obtain your publication on the working-class
question®; I read it with great interest. I, too, was immediately
struck on first reading Darwin® by the remarkable similarity
between his description of the vegetable and animal life and the
Malthusian theory. Only my conclusion was different from yours,
viz.: that it is to the everlasting disgrace of modern bourgeois
development that it has not yet progressed beyond the economic
forms of the animal kingdom. The so-called ‘economic laws’ are
not eternal laws of nature but historical laws that appear and
disappear, and the code of modern political economy, insofar as
the economists have drawn it up correctly and objectively, is for us
merely a summary of the laws and conditions in which modern
bourgeois society can exist, in a word: its conditions of production

2 honourable (or dishonourable) leisure (Cicero, Oratio pro Sextio, 45) -  F. A. Lange,
Die Arbeiterfrage in ihrer Bedeutung fiir Gegenwart und Zukunft. - ¢ Ch. Darwin, On the
Origin of Species by means of Natural Selection....
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and exchange expressed and summed up abstractly. For us,
therefore, none of these laws, insofar as it is an expression of
purely bourgeois relations, is older than modern bourgeois society;
those which have been more or less valid for all previous history,
are thus only an expression of such relations as are common to all
forms of society based upon class rule and class exploitation.
Amongst the former we may count the so-called Ricardian law,'®®
which is valid neither for serfdom nor for the slavery of antiquity;
amongst the latter, whatever part of the so-called Malthusian
theory can be sustained.

The parson Malthus filched this theory, like all his other ideas,
directly from his predecessors; the only part of it which is truly his
is the purely arbitrary application of the two progressions.'® The
theory itselt has long since been reduced by the economists in
England to rational dimensions; the population exerts pressure on
the means—not of subsistence, but of employment; mankind could
multiply more rapidly than modern bourgeois society can stand.
For us yet another reason to proclaim this bourgeois society to be
a barrier to development which must fall.

You yourself raise the question of how the increase in the means
of subsistence can be made to keep pace with the increase in
population; but excepting one sentence in the preface, I find no
attempt at an answer. We start from the premise that the same
forces which have created modern bourgeois society—the steam
engine, modern machinery, mass colonisation, railways and
steamships, world trade—and which through the unending
commercial crises are already now working towards its ruin and
ultimate destruction—that these means of production and ex-
change will also be sufficient to reverse the relationship in a short
while and to raise the productive power of every individual to
such an extent that he will produce enough for the consumption
of 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 persons, that enough people will become
superfluous to urban industry to devote far more manpower than
before to agriculture, that science will at last be applied to
agriculture on a large scale as well and as systematically as in
industry, that those areas of South Eastern Europe and Western
America which have been inexhaustibly fertilised for us by nature
itself will be exploited on a far mightier scale than before. Not
until all these areas have been turned by the plough and there is
then dearth, will it be time to say caveant consules.'”

Not enough is being produced, that is the root of the whole
matter. But why is not enough being produced? Not because the
limits of production have been reached—even for today and by

7-1196
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present-day means. No, but because the limits of production are
determined not by the number of hungry bellies, but rather by the
number of purchasers with full purses. Bourgeois society has no
desire, and can have no desire, to produce more. Those
impecunious bellies, the labour which cannot be utilised with profit
and is thus incapable of purchasing, fall prey to the mortality
figures. Let us assume that there is a sudden boom in industry,
such as is constantly occurring, to enable this labour to be
employed with profit, then the labour will acquire the money with
which to purchase, and the means of subsistence have as yet
always been found. It is the endless circulus vitiosus® in which the
whole political economy revolves. One takes bourgeois conditions in
their entirety as one’s premise, and then proves that each separate
part is a necessary part thereof—ergo, an ‘eternal law’.

I was greatly amused by your description of the Schulzian
co-operatives.'” We have been through all that here in a different
form, although it is now more or less a thing of the past. People in
Germany have yet to develop their proletarian pride.

There is a remark about old Hegel which I cannot let pass
without comment: you deny him any deeper knowledge of the
mathematical sciences. Hegel knew so much mathematics that
none of his disciples was capable of editing the numerous
mathematical manuscripts he left behind. The only man who, to
my knowledge, has enough understanding of mathematics and
philosophy to be able to do so is Marx. That the detail of the
philosophy of nature is full of nonsense I will of course gladly
grant you, but his real philosophy of nature is to be found in the
second part of the Logic, in the theory of Essence, the true core of
the whole doctrine.” The modern scientific theory of the interac-
tion of natural forces (Grove’s Correlation of Forces, which 1 think
first appeared in 1838) is, however, only another expression or
rather the positive proof of Hegel’s argument about cause, effect,
interaction, force, etc. I am no longer a Hegelian, of course, but I
still retain a deep feeling of piety and devotion for the titanic old
fellow.

Yours very respectfully
Friedrich Engels

First published in Die Neue Zeit, Bd. 1, Printed according to a copy made
Nr. 5, 1909 by an unidentified person

Published in English in full for the
first time

2 vicious circle - ¥ G. W. F. Hegel, Wissenschaft der Logik Erster Theil. Die objektive
Logik Zweites Buch. Das Wesen.
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70

MARX TO SOPHIE VON HATZFELDT
IN BERLIN

London, 10 April 1865

My dear Countess,

I shall be obliged if you would hand the copy of the ‘18th
Brumaire’ with my marginal amendments, i.e., corrections, to Mr
Wilhelm Liebknecht.”

I have read Becker’s® attacks on you with the greatest
indignation, and, to judge from letters I have received from
people of the most divergent views, the scoundrel has thereby
generally done harm not to you, but only to himself. I am in
entire agreement with Mr Riistow that it is incomprehensible that
any section of the Association of German Workers could calmly
listen to such scandalous talk. The most elementary sense of
decency should make such infamy impossible.'”

Yours most respectfully

Karl Marx
First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
W S d Russian Edition, Vol. 31, . . . .
M;)zizf)w,elcggs ussian Bdinon, Yo Ifubhshed in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS?*

IN MANCHESTER
London, 11 April [1865]

Dear Frep,

Returned home some twenty-four hours ago.'” So, for the
moment just a few lines to let you know.

a2 Bernhard Becker

T*
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Letter from Wilhelmchen” enclosed. I sent him the sramrs he
asked for.

Quoad® B. Becker, 1 didn’t get to see his dirty work undl I got
here. But thought reply really was needed.© (Riistow and Herwegh
have replied in the Nordstern on behalf of Hatzfeldt. Riistow calls
B. Becker a ‘police-spy’.'"*) Sent it to Rheinische and Diisseldorfer® As
soon as copies arrive, 1 for you.

I shall attend a sirrive of the ‘InTernational’ this evening for the
first time for 3 weeks. In the interval, revolution. Le Lubez and
Denoual gone, Dupont appoinTep FrENCH SkcreTARY. As a result of Le
Lubez’s intrigues, and more particularly those of Major Wolff who
is a tooL in Mazzini’s hand, the Italian delegates Lama and Fontana
have left. Pretext: Lefort (who has meanwhile announced his
departure in the journal L’Association'®®) must keep his post as
DEFENDER GENERAL IN THE Paris press. The Italian Working mens CLus 2 has
not withdrawn from the Association, but no longer has a
RePRESENTATIVE Onl the Councie. Meanwhile, I shall get Bakunin to lay
some counter-mines for Mr Mazzint in Florence. The English
sHOEMAKERS UNION— 5,000 strong— has joined the Association during
my apsence.'™

How’s the corton-crisis? 1 wANT INFORMATION ON THAT POINT.

In great haste.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . i .
1913 Published in English in full for the
first time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 12 April 1865
Dear Moor,

It’s good to have you back again, and I certainly hope this lousy
squabble will soon be over. Letters from Dronke and Borkheim

2 Wilhelm Liebknecht - ® With regard to - © K. Marx, ‘The “President of Man-
kind”’. - 4 Rheinische Zeitung and Diisseldorfer Zeitung
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enclosed. 1 had told the latter how it was possible to work with
Kolatschek’s great-German organ supporting Austrian rule in
Hungary, Poland and Italy, as we would immediately have all our
friends in the other countries down on us, hence the vague
reply.’®®

I had always half expected that the naive fraternité in the
InTernaTIONAL Association would not last long. If there were an
active political movement among the workers here, just the same
serrs would occur. It will pass through a lot more such phases and
will take up a great deal of your time. But it does still remain
something quite different from Lassalle’s Association.”

I couldn’t resist a hearty laugh when I read in Wilhelmchen’s?*
letter that the official Berlin community of that Association
consists of 5 people, as there was recently a perfectly serious
report in the Social-Demokrat of their transactions, in which they
congratulated each other on such a large turn-out.’

Ad vocem® corron-crisis, things are looking quite cheerful here.
Cotton (vpuine Orleans) stood at 31°%.d in July, was quoted at
14°/,d last Thursday, and today, if one is selling, it hardly fetches
14d. So, it has depreciated by more than half. It was still worth
27d on 30 December, which is a fall of 12'/,-13d in 3 months! On
top of that, there’s been a fall in flax, wool, sugar and all mmrorts
GENERALLY, which makes a loss of at least £40-50 mill. stg. You will
readily understand that all the philistines are in a cold sweat. In
Liverpool, bankruptcy has altogether gone out of fashion now. Anyone
who becomes insolvent goes to his creditors (generally people
there have only a couple), notifies them and offers them such and
such an amount, which is always accepted at once as they are glad
to get anything at all and have got to avoid any scandal so that the
whole rotten edifice doesn’t collapse. Hundreds of such settle-
ments are said to have been reached on the quiet, and today
rumour even has it here that one of the biggest Stockport
manufacturers, who owns 3 big factories and is reputed to have
made £200,000 over the last few years in corron-seecuLaTion alone,
has just come to a similar understanding on the quiet. But what
we've seen so far is nothing. The bills, which were drawn from
India against the white cotton, run out in the next 6 weeks, and
there will be many more besides Joyce who will come to grief. A
lot of people in Scotland are finished as well, and one fine day it’s
bound to be the turn of the banks, and that'd be the end of the

2 Wilhelm Liebknecht’s - ® Der Social-Demokrat, No. 43, 5 April 1865. -
¢ Regarding
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matter. The spinners and manufacturers are becoming bankrupt
by the dozen in Austria, too—in the whole of Bohemia only ‘the
great Liebig’ is still on his feet, all the others have gone bust—and
in Poland it’s all just starting as well.

Industry itself is not much affected. The small fry mostly went
bust ages ago or quietly melted away, and the big ones can operate
reasonably profitably once more, if they can get any orders at all.
Among them, the only ones who are going bust are those who
have bad machinery or who couldn’t keep their fingers out of
corton. Everyone is making a loss on their stocks of cotton yarns
and fabrics. We too could sing you a woeful song about that, twice
as woeful for me in particular as it would have been if droned out
last year. That’s what comes of being an associé?

Glorious is also the ethics of trade, as at present. You buy
something today, and by the time it’s delivered, it is worth 3, 4, or
5d a pound less. This leads to all kinds of dirty tricks and
repudiations, as people try to get out of these unprofitable
contracts at any cost, and that lands you in interminable
altercations and squabbling correspondence. I'm sick to the teeth
with it. You can have no idea how much letter-writing and
aggravation this entails.

I hope your wife got the £3? Final statement of account
enclosed, I'll send the £12 in a few days, it’s too late for a Posr
Orrice order today.

Best wishes.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. M Bd. 3, Stuttgart,
1013 o Hitgart Published in English for the first

time

a4 partner
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73

MARX TO HERMANN JUNG

IN LONDON

London, 13 April 1865
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill, N. W.

Dear Jung!

* In No. 30 of Der weisse Adler, 223 Miinstergasse, Ziirich there is
a report of our Polish Meeting of 1 March.'® This report must
have been translated from the Daily News or some other English
middleclass paper which, intentionally, suppressed the Resolution,
proposed in the name of the ‘International Association’, and
unanimously adopted by the St Martin’s Hall Meeting.

As you are the Swiss Secretary, it belongs to you to rectify the
report, and to request the Editor of the paper to print the
notice ' which 1 translate literally from the Report in The
Bee-Hive?

Yours fraternally *
K. Marx

It goes without saying, dear Jung, that you can change the
concluding words at your discretion. Since you are plus ou moins®
a Frenchman, I simply wanted to draft the scheme for you in
German.

First published in Archiv fiir die Geschichte Reproduced from the English
des Sozialismus und der Arbeiterbewegung, original. The last paragraph trans-
Jg- 6. Leipzig, 1916 lated from the German

Published in English for the first
time

4 The Bee-Hive Newspaper, No. 177, 4 March 1865. - b more or less
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74

MARX TO LEON FONTAINE Y

IN BRUSSELS

[Draft]

London, 15 April 1865

Dear Citizen,

At its last sitting (see enclosure) the Central Council appointed
me pro interim® to be secretary for Belgium in place of Citizen Le
Lubez, whose resignation as Council Member was unanimously
accepted. Citizen Dupont has taken his place as secretary for
France.

I will, if you wish, later give you a brief account of the
disagreeable incidents which occurred within the Central Council.
In my opinion, they were really instigated by a person alien to
our Council, well known as an Italian patriot® but an inveterate
enemy of the interests of the proletariat, without which repub-
licanism could be no more than a new form of bourgeois
despotism. Did he not, as one of his most blindly faithful
followers© confessed to me, go so far as to demand that all the
passages hostile to the bourgeoisie should be deleted from the
Italian translation of our ‘Address’.

Despite these regrettable incidents and the more or less
voluntary resignation of several individuals, our Association
is making glorious headway. Founded only a few months ago,
today it already numbers almost 12,000 members in England
alone.

The Central Council will be much obliged to you if you send me
an official report on the present state of our society in Belgium.

In your correspondence please be so kind as to keep the official
letters, which are destined for the Central Council’s archives,
separate from such private communications as you may be good
enough to send me.

2 provisionally - ® Giuseppe Mazzini - © Giuseppe Fontana - ¢ K. Marx, ‘Inaugural
Address of the Working Men’s International Association’.
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My address is: A. Williams,” Esq., 1 Modena Villas, Maitland
Park, Haverstock Hill, N. W. London.
Greetings and fraternity.

Karl Marx

First published, in Russian, in Bolshevik, Printed according to the original

No. 11, 1934
o Translated from the French

Published in English for the first
time

75
ENGELS TO MARX?

IN LONDON

[Manchester,] 16 April 1865

Dear Moor,

The Nordsterns returned enclosed. Herwegh and Riistow have
certainly acquired a funny Dido"” dog in Reusche. The fellow is a
real comic turn with his solemn declarations. The inevitable oath
beside Lassalle’s dead body makes a precious counterpart to
Willich’s apple-tree.'® It’s a real blessing that these people live so
far away and that they still show a certain reserve in their attempts
to approach us.

I haven’t received No. 43 of the Social-Demokrat, so let me have
it some time if there’s anything particular in it.

Your
F. E.

What do you say about Richmond?®’ I had expected that Lee
would act like a soldier and surrender, instead of taking to his heels,
at least so as to secure better terms for the army. But it’s better the
way it is. He has ended like a scoundrel, and the tragedy closes on a
comic note.

First published in MEGA, Abt. III, Printed according to the original
Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 . . .
Published in English in full for the
first time

a Marx’s conspiratorial pseudonym - A reference to Engels’ dog.
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MARX TO ENGELS

IN MANCHESTER
[London,] Saturpay, 22 April 1865

Dear Frep,

The scribble from the Rheinische Zeitung enclosed.

I'll write a detailed letter to you tomorrow. I'm as limp as a wet
rag today, partly from working late at night (nothing practical),
partly from the diabolical muck I've been taking.

Dronke would be ait riguT, if I could turn copper into gold like
he does. Asit1s, we must utilise the moment when the bourgeois
papers are competing to print denials of sLanper which tomorrow,
if the struggle is being fought in earnest, they perhaps wish to
have endorsed.

Salut. My compLiMents To Mgs Lizzy.?

Your
Moor
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
o1 o0 Y s ruttgart Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO HERMANN JUNG'
IN LONDON

[London,] 25 April 1865

Dear Jung,

I hope I may have the pleasure of your company at my house
on Monday evening (asouT 8 ocLock or LaTEr, if that hour is too
early for you) for a meerine with Ernest Jones and a small supeer.
Apart from yourself, only Odger, Cremer and P. Fox. Had I

a Lizzy Burns
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wished to invite more guests, I should have had to ask too many for
the purpose of the evening. This entre nous?

I have just written to Cremer'" that he should issue the letter
of authority for P. Vingard immediately, which Dupont must then
deliver to Vingard forthwith. It would be best if Dupont could
despatch the thing to Vingard direct without it having to go by
way of Fribourg.

Vingard had already written to Lubez that he would not accept
if he did not receive the rowers direct from London.'” In a letter to
Fribourg Lubez promised to inform the ‘Centrar Councit’ of this,
but did not do so. I have reason to believe that Fribourg
subsequently ‘forgot’ the matter, not unintentionally.

1 shall give you a verbal account of what further occurred in
Paris (which was for the most part good); but in the meantime you
should tell Dupont.

Salut et fraternité.

K. Marx

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV,
Moscow, 1934

78

MARX TO ENGELS?®
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 1 May 1865

Dear Frep,

You must excuse me for not writing until today and thus
breaking my rvast promise. It happened not because it is ‘sheer
delight to break one’s word’,” but because I really am overworkep,
as completing my book,® on the one hand, and the ‘InternaTiONAL
Association’, on the other, are making very heavy demands on my
time.

Today is little Jenny’s birthday, and this evening I shall be
having Ernest Jones to my house along with Odger, Cremer, Fox

a between ourselves - b Paraphrased quotation from F. Riickert’s poem ‘Die Weisheit
des Brahmanen’. - ¢ Capital
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and Jung, so 1t will be a politcal birthday party. Laura uap “tue
quesTion porrp’ by one Charles Manning, born in South America,
English father, Spanish mother. He’s rich and generally a nice
fellow, BuT LAURA ‘DOES NOT CARE A PIN FOR HIM'.  ‘SHE HAS ALREADY KNOWN
How To pamp’ the passionate southern temperament. However, as my
girl is a friend of his sisters, and he is frightfully v Love, it is 4
DISAGREEABLE CASE.

I enclose a ‘curiosity’. The Nordstern’s correction makes it a
worthy organ of the German louts.

I am also enclosing for you Tue tatTer enp of a letter from Schily,
whose report on the Moses woman?® will amuse you.

The great achievement of the ‘InTervaTionaL Association’ is this:

The Rerorm Leacue is our work. On the inner committee of 12 (6
MIDDLECLASSMEN and 6 WORKINGMEN), the WORKINGMEN are€ ALL MEMBERS OF
otr Counci (including Eccarius)."”® We nave sarriep all attempts by
the middle class o misLeap THE workinG cLass. This time the movement
in the provinces is completely dependent on that in London.
Ernest Jones, e.g., had DpespaIRED TILL WE SET THE BALL acoiNe. If we
succeed in re-electrifying the rourmical movement of the Encrisn
WORKING cLass, our AssociaTion will already have done more for the
European working class, witHouT MakING aNy Fuss, than was possible v
any oruer way. And there is every prospect of success.

You know that the Italian society® has not withdrawn from the
AssociaTion, but its peLecates have from the Counci.” We now have
Spaniards on it instead. Onre Roman nation ror TuE othEr. If those
fellows don’t appoint new delegates soon, as we have asked them
to, Bakunin will have to arrange ror some Lire ITaLians.

Weber junior® has been thrown out of the workers’ society here
for making false reports to the Social-Demokrat and for stirring up
trouble in the branch society ‘Teutonia’, which is run by two
fanatical Prussians by the name of Klinker.?*

Our joint statement® really was successful beyond all expecta-
tion. Not merely have we blown apart the ‘General Association of
German Workers’? as an organ of the Prussian government and in
six worns generally cleared the heads of the German workers of
their intoxication with royalty. The present split in the Party of
Progress®® was also the direct result of our stand.

The cHivarry oF THE Souts has ended worthily. In addition,
Lincoln’s assassivation was the most stupid act they could have
committed. Johnson is stern, inrLExiBLE, REVENGEFUL and as a former

2 Sibylle Hess - b See this volume, p. 140. - ¢ Louis Weber - 4 K. Marx and
F. Engels, ‘To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’.
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roor wHITE has a deadly hatred of the oligarchy. He will make less
fuss about these fellows, and, because of the treachery, he will find
the temrer of the North commensurate with his inTEnTIONS.

Did you see how Blind ueaps the letter of condolence from the
‘influential’ Germans??' Blind is a genius in his way. IN THE vEry
~nick of TivE he does not merely go running to Freiligrath, etc., but
has enough presence of mind to realise that, of the other
signatories, arpnaseTicalLy ‘Berndes’ would open the list. So, he
runs first to Freiligrath, etc., and gets him first of all to form a
group and, after that worthy (who is now at one with Ruge as
well), certain other inFLuenTIALs, 1 almost said inFiNITESIMALS, such as
Heintzmann and Kinkel, and puts himself ‘alphabetically’ at the
top. Then he goes running to Berndes and gets him to start a
second column next to himself, so that another lot of names,
Triibner, etc., follows on. That is how the matter appears in The
Times. In the same day’s Morning Star the second column is added
to the bottom of the first, with Blind at tHE ToP OF THE WiiOLE, AND HIS
roorman Freiligrath after him, etc. And not content with that, at his
instigation, the Star of the same number also carries a notice on
the front page tnar  ‘KarL Brinp nEaDs, ETC..

Isn’t that genius for you?

Salut. Your
K. M.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . i L
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Published in English in full for the
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time
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ENGELS TO MARX®

IN LONDON
Manchester, 3 May 1865

Dear Moor,

A belated many happy returns to little Jenny on her—20th?—
birthday. Tue oTHER AFFAIR LoOKS JusT LIKE Laura arL over.” But what else

a See this volume, p. 150.
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can one say except repeat the verdict of the Stalybridge jury: serves
HIM RIGHT.

I'll be sending all the things back to you in a few days time. I
was very pleased to see in the Nordstern that something has at last
been started against Becker® and Schweitzer in Solingen, t00.2? As
all I have seen concerning this business since your departure has
been the Social-Demokrat and two letters from Liebknecht, I am
not at all clear as to what has come to pass on the Rhine in this
connection; from the miserable silence maintained by the Social-
Demokrat about developments in the General Association of
German Workers, I could only deduce that things must be looking
bad for these gentlemen. But it is understandable that I really do
need to know how things stand on the Rhine, especially since in
the beginning the scoundrels had some momentary success there.
If you've got any material on it, please let me have it, I'll send
everything back to you, and in general I will as a rule send all the
documents back in future because now you need to have this stuff
together.

Have you taken out a subscription to the Nordstern? It would be
a good thing if you did, because we've got to know what’s
happening.

It is vital for us to have some contacts with the workers on the
Rhine so that in future we can counter intrigues of that kind from
the outset. Apropos, peculiar things seem to have been happening
to Klings. Some jackass gave him my address as 58 Dover Street.
Klings goes there, does not find me, of course, and goes to see
Rode in Liverpool, and the latter tells Eichhoff I'd pretended to
be out when Klings called, did not wish to see him, what is this
supposed to mean, etc., to a man like Klings who was after all
going to ‘organise everything’ in America with Weydemeyer and
the others (which others?), etc., etc. Monsieur Rode, whom I've
never met, did thereby express his surprise that I had ‘not yet’
sent him a copy of my pamphlet.” Can you understand that?

The statement attacking the President of Mankind is very good.©
Just what was needed and no more.

The worst of it is that the people in Germany will now demand
that someone assumes the leadership over them, and who can do
it? Eccarius would be the man, but he won’t want to leave London.

The International Association really has gained an enormous
amount of ground in such a short time and with so little to-do. But

a Bernhard Becker - b F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the German
Workers® Party. - ©< K. Marx, ‘The “President of Mankind”’.
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it 1s a good thing it is at present occupied in England, instead of
eternally having to deal with the disorders in France. So, you have
something to compensate you for the time it’s cost you.

How’s the book® going?

As far as the strategic situation is concerned, at Richmond Grant
has achieved a precise replica of the battle of Jena,*” and with the
same result: the whole of the enemy army is trapped.” Only he
didn’t have so far to march to gather the fruits.

Johnston has now surrendered, too, so I've won my wager of 2
months ago: that by 1 May the Souraerners would have no army
left. Whoever still offers resistance will be taken in as a sricann,
and rightly so. At any rate, Johnson will insist on confiscation of
the great estates, which will make the pacification and re-
organisation of the South rather more acute. Lincoln would
scarcely have insisted on it.

The soutnern sympaTisirs here are consoling themselves for the
hypocritical wailing they were obliged to put on over the
assassination,” by prophesying that itll be Grant I, Emperor of
America, within 4 weeks. What jackasses they have made of
themselves!

Incidentally, their ‘Majesties’ must be absolutely furious that
Lincoln’s assassination has made such a colossal impact throughout
the world. None of them has yet had such an honour.

Best wishes to your wife and the girls.

Your
F. E.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
{ zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . L
gemtz:gz;;,enlg]g né’:lfj 31 full i‘:meEGA, Published in English in full for the
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time

2 Capital - b of Abraham Lincoln - < Engels uses the South-German dialect here:
‘Farschten’.
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80

MARX TO ENGELS?®

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 9 May 1865

Dear Frep,

You need not send anything back (except Schily’s letter?). Just
keep the things safely. I enclose one Free Press (the QuEer ARTICLE ON
the ‘Reconstruction of Itawy’ is from the pen of the Hicu Priest
himself, from Urquhart®), also two Nordsterns (one of them
somewhat out of date). I've got a subscription to the latter, but no
longer to the Social-Demokrat. The latest Nordstern will give you
some idea of the situation on the Rhine.*”* Incidentally, the total
number of the faithful whom B. Becker still commands is barely
1,000.

Before I forget: there were several allusions to your pamphlet*
in the debate in the Prussian Chamber. Gneist, for instance, said the
Minister of War® would not persuade them, even if his statistics
spoke with the tongue of ‘Engels’ (Laughter.) (That is how the affair
appeared in the Berliner Reform.©)

As everywhere, the London workers, of course, also include a
KNOT OF ASSES, FOOLS AND ROGUES, RALLYING rOund a SCOundre]. The
scoundrel in this case is ‘George Potter’, a rat of a Man, surporTED by a
venaL but witty Irishman by the name of Connolly, who is a
dangerous stump.oraTor. Although the bourgeoisie hate the said
Potter as chief srrike-manacer, they do, nevertheless, support him
against our people because they smell venaurry in him, whereas
they know that our people are true men. This Potter perives His power
particularly from the fact that he is presentLy the Mmanacer of The
Bee-Hive, the official organ of the trabes unions, although he uses it
against the orriciar covnei. of these untons which is in our hands.'
Since the paper is based on shares, the idea is now to distribute as
many sHares as possible (5sh. per snare) amongst our workers. For my
part I have undertaken to collect the money for asout 30 suares. For
this, I'm counting on you (sincLe nanpep or with friends) for £5, 1
write To Dronke for £1 and I will pay the rest myself. (Although
my runcrion with the Centrar Counci costs me a lot of money,

4 See this volume, p. 150. - b D. Urquhart, ‘Construction of the “Kingdom of
Italy”’, The Free Press, 3 May 1865. - ¢ F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question
and the German Workers” Party. - 4 von Roon - ¢ {Account of Gneist’s speech in the
House of Deputies,] Berliner Reform, No. 69 (supplement), 22 March 1865.
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compared with what I can afford.) The money must already be ar
nanp this week, as the General Meeting of the suarenorpers is next
week. If we are only strong enough (and Odger, for instance, has
guaranteed 50 suarEs) to elect the bpirectors, we shall have that
rogue Potter (who is only the wmavacer) unper our THuMes. This
matter is of decisive importance for the whole movement.?”

E. Jones was here, very charming sociaLiy speaking. But between
ourselves, he is only trying to use our Association for electoral
agitation. Of the 12 cards I sent him, he returned 11, he had not
sold a single one, whereas roor Schily, for instance, paid for 24 for
himself alone. I told him he should just put them back in his
pocket again, I would dispose of them later, but I could not
appear in front of the English workers and tell them that. By anp sy
ue wire Finp ouT that if only for speculative reasons he should not
have treated the business so lightly and ratHEr contemprisLy. I will
write to him and tell him to hand over the ‘Apbresses’® to you.
You can give them to whomsoever you please. They are just dead
weight with him. Incidentally, I don’t take kindly to the fact that
he was here to wangle a job as Recorper out of Sir G. Grey either.

Today I am to submit an ‘Appress To Presient Jonnson.'**® Mr Le
Lubez wants to return to the Counci. as— DEeLecaTeE For DEprFORD,
the same fellow as resigned as Drrecate FOR FRANCE,” BUT HIS ADMITTANCE
(WE HAVE TO CONFIRM THE DELEGATES) WILL NOT RUN QUITE SO SMOOTHLY AS HE
seems To Fancy. I would be pleased if you could form even just aBrancu
or 6 men in Manchester, and could get yourself elected as their
CorrespONDENT FOR Lonpon. For THE corresronpING people are eo ipso®
memsers oF THE CeNTraL Councir, and have a seat and a vote on it,
wHEN AT Lonpon.

New srancurs have been formed in Lyon, Neufchiteau (départe-
ment des Vosges) and St Denis. The French srancues (apart from
Paris) are not linked with Paris, in view of the existing laws, but
directly with London.

I'm hoping to put the finishing touches to my book? by 1
September (despite numerous interruptions). It’s going ahead well,
although I am still not quite well.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, .
o1 o e Published in English in full for the

first time

a K. Marx, ‘Inaugural Address of the Working Men’s International Association’. -
b See this volume, p. 140. - ¢ of themselves - 4 Capital
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON
Manchester, 12 May 1865

Dear Moor,

Schily’s letter returned enclosed. That passing glimpse of the
family life of Moses and the Moses woman * was most entertaining.
Many thanks for the Nordsterns. The reports in them provide a
check on the negative evidence of the Social-Demokrat, which I am
keeping on until June (and if it is not being taken anywhere in
London accessible to you, I am willing to continue taking it, one
never knows what may happen).

By the by, the rag in question—i.e., the Social-Demokrat— has
now gone into such decline that one really feels sorry for it. Poor
Schweitzer’s heroic soul is at its last gasp, every shred of an idea
and all the fruits of his reading have already been used up and he
hasn’t even a fart left in him to serve up to his readers. Nor is
Mauses” producing anything any more, Mauses, the last hope of
the new ‘party’.?” ‘News of the Association’ is a complete blank,
too—literary section re-printed from the Augsburger Allgemeine
Zeitung®® After four months editorship during one of the most
turbulent periods we have known since 1848, that milksop has
been pumped dry, right down to the dregs, and those are the
fellows who wanted to annex the whole German proletariat by one
trick.

Ad vocem® Potter: five pounds encl., you can take some, i.e., five
of the suares in my name and five in Samuel Moore’s, whom I've
admittedly not yet seen, but he’s sure to take some; we’ll send you
proxy for the general meeting.® If Gumpert also wants 5 suares, you
can pass some of those 20 on to him—so: 5 for me, 5 for Moore,
the remaining 10 to be distributed to other people, but make sure
that, if the people are not quite reliable, you reserve the right to
take them back again.

As for the suggestion that I should form a srance of the
International Association here, it’s quite out of the question. Apart

2 Moses and Sibylle Hess. See this volume, p. 150. - b Moses Hess. Engels makes a
pun on the name Moses and the word Maus (mouse). - ¢ concerning - 4 See this
volume, pp. 154-55.
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from Moore and Gumpert,I see no one here,as I can’t broach that
kind of thing with the Kyllmanns or we would have a squabble at
once. Besides, my position as its correspondent for London would
impose all kinds of obligations on me, which I would be unable to
fulfil as soon as real contacts with the workers were found or arose
here. Et a quoi bon?" I wouldn’t be able to take any of the burden
off your shoulders anyway.

Apropos. Moses is still up to his tricks against the International
Association in the Social-Demokrat®®; if you haven’t read the piece,
I'll send it to you.

The number of the banknote is: B/C 48498, Manchester, 4
January 1864.

The tongues of Engels, etc., are not a reference to me, as I
thought myself at first, but to the statistician Privy Councillor
Engel in Berlin who sorted out the things for Roon which I
criticised.”

Jones must be allowed to go his own way. He doesn’t seem to
me to have any real confidence in the proletarian movement any
more. I can never find him here anyway, he’s always away.

Your
F. E.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, i . i i
Stuntgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Published in English for the first
Abt. II1, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 ume
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MARX TO ENGELS?*

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 13 May 1865
Dear Frep,

The £5 received with thanks. Will be invested as suggested.

You are right about the CommrrTee i MANCHESTER.®

Quoad® E. Jones, it is necessary to march with him for the time
being. He and his people will be figuring at the next Manchester

a And what would be the use? - P See this volume, p. 154. - ¢ ibid., pp. 155,
156. - d Regarding
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conrerence (NExT Tuespay) together with our pececates (Odger and
Cremer o~ THE pART OF THE INTERNaTIONAL Association), Howell as
secretary of the RerorM LEAGUE (BRICKLAYER. ONE OF THE MEMBERS OF OUR
CounciL) and Beales and Mason Jones as bourgeois representatives
of the same Leacue.?!

Without us this Rerorm Leacue would never have come into
existence, or else it would have fallen into the hands of the
mippLecLass. 1The glorious failure of Bamess s (which will result in
a cHance or minisTry and the coming v of the Tories), originally
SUPPORTED BY THE GOVERNMENT, WHICH WANTED SOME SUCH SMALL MEASURE FOR THE
nustings, occurred in the Lower House itself with direct reference
to the ‘extravagant’ demands recently put up by the workinG crass
(LE. oUR MEN).2!!

As Dronke wrote me, Reinach I, who is now manaciNG pirRecTor  of
the Bank or SwrrzerLanp, will be ruthlessly putting an end to the
Orrice in London, which is causing nothing but expenses. Reinach 1
is, of course, not bound by the same political and personal
considerations as Fazy?'? and Klapka were.

A ghastly carbuncle has broken out again on my left hip, near
the INEXPRESSIBLE PART OF THE BODY.

Regards to Mgs Lizzy.”

Salut. Your
K. M.

Apropos. Monsieur Le Lubez, who had miscalculated about how
important and dangerous he is, wants Now To RETURN TO THE CENTRAL
COUNCIL IN THE CAPACITY OF A REPRESENTATIVE ‘For Greenwicn’! We replied
that d’abord® we had to wait for certain letters to come, which he
had written to France at the time of the conrLict.?®

I hardly think the Social-Demokrat will see out another quarter.
Moses© believed himself safely ensconced and didn’t want to give
up his prestigious position as Lassalle’s really secret agent at any
price.?”” Le pauvre diable!*

Lassalle’s will is now proven. He has left nothing to B. Becker
apart from his ‘nomivaTion’, accompanied by rules of conduct
dictated ‘with all severity and authority’.

First published abridged in Der Briefwechsel Printed according to the original

ischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . L
;z:}ulifg;tt lglrggean; in full (::c MEGA Published in English in full for the
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time

a Lizzy Burns - b first of all - < Moses Hess - 9 The poor devil!
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83

MARX TO ENGELS '™
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 20 May 1865

Dear Frep,

Cutting encrosep which includes my address to Johnson.?

Edgar’s® reappearance did, of course, surprise us greatly. Qurre
THE FELLow [ ThoucnT Hiv, and his career quite as I expected it. Itisa
rery that he could not always have been right-hand to Garibaldi.
He would have suited him to a tee. But the poor devil is still very
weak. He will be staying here for some time, apropos of which you
could be doing a coop work by contributing to the replenishment of
my wine-cellar.

I am working like a horse at the moment, as I must make use of
the time when I am fit for work, and the carbuncles are still with
me, though they only trouble me locally and do not disturb the
brain-pan.

In between times, since one cannot always be writing, I am

. X .
doing some DIFFERENTIAL CALCULUS . I have no patience to read

y
anything else at all. Any other kind of reading always drives me
back to my writing-desk.

Special meeting of the ‘InternvaTional’ this evening. A good old
codger, an owp Owenist, Weston (carrenter), has put up the
following two propositions that he is constantly defending in The
Bee-Hive:

1. that A GENERAL RATE IN THE RISE OF THE RATE oF waces would be of no
benefit to the workers;

2. that the Trapes-Unions for that reason, etc., are harmful

If these two propositions, in which he alone in our socEry
believes, were to be accepted, we should be in a terrible mess, both
in respect of the Trapes-Unions here and the inFection oF sTRIKES NOW
prevailing on the Continent.

He will be supported in the matter by a native Englishman—
since non-members are also admitted to this meeting—who has
written a pamphlet to the same effect. I am, of course, expected

a K. Marx, [‘Address from the Working Men’s International Association to President
Johnson']. - b Edgar von Westphalen's - < T. J. Dunning, Trades Unions and Strikes:
Their Philosophy and Intention.
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to produce a refutation. I ought therefore really to have worked
out my réplique for this evening, but I thought it more important
to get on with writing my book,” and so I shall have to rely on
improvisation.

I know in advance, of course, what the two main roints will be:

1. that wages determine the value of commodities;

2. that if the capitalists pay 5s. today instead of 4, tomorrow
they will sell their commodities for 5s. instead of 4 (being ExasLep
to do so by the increased demand).

Trite though that is, and however little it penetrates the topmost
surface of things, it is, nevertheless, not easy to explain to the
ignorant all the competing economic questions involved. You cant
COMPRESS A COURSE oF Poriticar Economy iNTO 1 Hour. BuT WE SHALL po oUR
BEST.214

Edgar regards it as a coop omen that he met you first in England.
He liked Lizzy® very much.

Salut. Your

K. M.

It is a most strange irony of fate that this Edgar, who never
exploited anyone other than himself and was always a workman in
the strictest sense of the word, went through a war or and wrtn
starvaTion for the slave-owners. Ditto that both brothers-in-law
have for the moment been ruined by the American war.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . i
1913 gen an utgar Published in English in full for the
first time
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MARX TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT
IN BERLIN

[London, about 25 May 1865]
Dear Liprary,

I should prefer it if the translation of the Address® could
appear in the Reform® and the Rheinische Zeitung. It will, of course,

2 Capital - ® Lizzy Burns - ¢ K. Marx, [‘Address from the Working Men’s Interna-
tional Association to President Johnson’]. - 4 Berliner Reform
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be necessary to say that the original is in English, and it will do no

harm if I am named as the author.?”® The bourgeois papers are

still holding it against us that of A. Lincoln’s replies to the various

messages of congratulations on his reerection, only the reply to

ours® was more than a formal acknowLepcement of Rrecerer.!'?
Salut.

Your
K. M.
First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXIX, . . . .
Moscow, 1946 Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 24 June 1865

Dear Frep,

You must excuse my long silence. The whole time I have been
suffering throughout from bilious nausea (probably on account of
the heat), had all kinds of other trousLes as well, and apart from
that I have used the time, when fit to write, for official work on
my book.” You know how, when one is in such a condition, one is
always resolving to send letters but never manages to.

Not much new to report. The valiant Nordstern did not appear
since my last despatch to you, probably for lack of money. I
received it again today, and it does not mention the interval at all.
As you will see, the rag is nothing but a dungheap of loutism. In
their denunciation of B. Becker, these fellows are now declaring
everyone a ‘traitor’ who dares to lay a finger on even one syllable
of the truth as revealed by Lassalle.?’® Meanwhile, Mr B. Becker
has provisionally ceded his chairmanship to that lout Fritzsche (of
Leipzig) and set up his residence in Berlin in order to do business
with Mr Bismarck directly.

a K. Marx, ‘To Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of America’. -
b Capital
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A pretty shambles Baron Izzy’s whole movement has degener-
ated into! But the fellow obviously had the right instinct for how
to make himself Saviour of the German louts! Meanwhile, the
‘unfaithful one’* is living in blissful happiness as a boyar lady with
her Wallachian® in Bucharest.

I have had no letters from Liebknecht for some while. But that
is no doubt because for a long time, while my correspondence was
suspended, I did not answer the notes that used to come in almost
daily from him, none of them having anything to say, and each
successive one invariably confirming the nullity of its precursor.

In respect of the ‘InternaTioNaL Association’, I will just mention
the following here:

The Italian gentlemen have come back and indicated to us last
Tuesday* that they have yet once again nominated Major Wolff as
their delegate. Mr Mazzini appears to have convinced himself that
he may need us, whereas we care not a rartHing for him.

A Yankee by the name of Leon Lewis (in Paris at the moment)
has become the American secretary. In my opinion, he is
worthless, although he has plenty of money and even more
ambition. The fellow imagined that by founding a paper, The
Commoner, he could revolutionise England in 24 hours or in 6
months at the very least. He offered this paper-to-be to us as our
organ, but found that we are setting very business-like and by no
means enthusiastic conditions, and so he has ‘temporarily’ left for
France with his wife, who is also a great politician, I suspect to see
if he can apply his ‘Lever’ there with any more success.

I should like your advice on the following point:

I read a parer (Which would perhaps cover two printed sheets) at
the Centrar Counci about the question raised by Mr Weston ¢ as to
the effect of a ceneraL risk oF waces, etc.?™ The first part of it is a
reply to Weston’s nonsense; the second a TueorericaL exposition,
insofar as it was appropriate for the occasion.®

Now they want to have it printed. On the one hand, that could
perhaps be useful to me, since they are in contact with J. St. Mill,
Professor Beesly, Harrison, etc. On the other hand, I have my
doubts:

1. to have ‘Mr Weston’ as adversary is not exactly ‘vairy-
flettering’;

2. the second part of the paper contains, in an extraordinarily
condensed BUT RELATIVELY POPULAR FORM, Mmany new ideas which are

2 Helene von Doénniges - b Janko von Racowifa - ¢ 20 June - 4 See this volume,
pp. 159-60. - ¢ K. Marx, Value, Price and Profit.
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anticipated from my book,” whilst at the same time it does, of
necessity, have to skate over a lot of problems. The question is, whe-
ther it is advisable to anticipate things of that kind in such a way?
I think you can decide on this better than I can because you can
look at the matter with more detachment from a distance.

I also had a lot of trouble to rur orr the Concress announced for
this year, in the face of pressure from Schily, J. Ph. Becker, and
some of the Paris commitree. I did, however, succeed—and that was
decisive—in persuading the Councw here that in view of the
electoral agitation, etc., there should only be a preliminary
(private) conference in London this year, to which the CentraL
Foreicn Commirrees would each send one delegate (not the arriLiaten
SOCIETIES BUT THEIR ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEES). 1 am certain that the
Brussels Congress would come to nought. The time was not yet
ripe for it.2"”

Our Eccarius has become one of the main London electoral
agitators and would have accepted the invitation to agitate in the
country (on £2 per week), if this were not the height of the
tailoring season. He has a peculiarly dry, humorous manner of
speaking which particularly appeals to the English.

Edgar® is already much recovered. An odd fish for whom
fodder and fancy clothes really are the only things of account; as
egotistical as a dog or a cat, suT a kinp-NaTURED ONE. His brain has also
begun to display certain activity.

Johnson’s policy likes me not. A ludicrous arrecraTion of severity
towards individuals; hitherto excessively vaciiating and weak when
it comes down to it. The reaction has already set in in America
and will soon be much fortified if the present lackadaisical attitude
is not ended immediately.

What do you say to the debates in the Prussian Chamber? At
any rate, the revelations about the judicial system, etc., following
in rapid succession were splendid. Ditto the obvious blow which
the National Association Great-Prussia men'® received, as was
shown particularly in the Polish debates.

Ad vocem® Poland, 1 was most interested to read the work by
Elias Regnault (the same who wrote the ‘histoire des principautés
danubiennes’), ‘La Question Européenne, faussement nommée La
Question Polonaise’. I see from it that Lapifiski's dogma that the
Great Russians are not Slavs has been advocated on linguistic,
historical and ethnographical grounds in all seriousness by
Monsieur Duchiniski (from Kiev, Professor in Paris); he maintains

a Capital - ® Edgar von Westphalen - ¢ Regarding
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that the real Muscovites, i.e., inhabitants of the former Granp
Ducny oF Moscow, were for the most part Mongols or Finns, etc., as
was the case in the parts of Russia situated further east and in its
south-eastern parts. I see from it at all events that the affair has
seriously worried the St Petersburg cabinet (since it would put an
end to Panslavism in no uncertain manner). All Russian scholars
were called on to give responses and refutations, and these in the
event turned out to be terribly weak. The purity of the Great Russian
dialect and its connection with Church Slavonic appear to lend more
support to the Polish than to the Muscovite view in this debate.
During the last Polish insurrection ?* Duchinski was awarded a prize
by the National Government for his ‘discoveries’. It has ditto been
shown geologically and hydrographically that a great ‘Asiatic’
difference occurs east of the Dnieper, compared with what lies to the
west of it, and that (as Murchison * has already maintained) the Urals
by no means constitute a dividing line. Result as obtained by
Duchinski: Russia is a name usurped by the Muscovites. They are not
Slavs; they do not belong to the Indo-Germanic race at all, they are
des intrus” who must be chased back across the Dnieper, etc.
Panslavism in the Russian sense is a cabinet invention, etc.

I wish that Duchinfiski were right and at aws gvenrs that this view
would prevail among the Slavs. On the other hand, he states that
some of the peoples in Turkey, such as Bulgars, e.g., who had
previously been regarded as Slavs, are non-Slav.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

Philistine Freiligrath descended on us with wife and daughter< 2
weeks ago! He now has his immediate superior Reinach on his
back who is here ‘to investigate’ and is giving him a proper
roasting.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, i i L

Stutigart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, }’.ubhs.hed in English in full for the
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 st ame

2 R. L. Murchison, E. de Verneuil, Count Alexander von Keyserling, The Geology of
Russia in Europe and the Ural Mountains. - b intruders - ¢ Ida and Kithe Freiligrath
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MARX TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT
IN BERLIN

[London,] 24 June 1865

Dear Liebknecht,

You must explain to yourself my long silence by continuing
indisposition and much work in intervals when I have been
capable of it. Your letters, moreover, contained nothing which
would have required urgent reply.

The Nordstern has most likely been suspended for a while owing
to lack of money? At least, it has not arrived here for a couple of
weeks. A fine gutter rag, to be sure! The declaration by various
associations® that anyone who so much as lays a finger on the
articles of faith as revealed by Lassalle is guilty of high treason, is
priceless. Haut-gotit" inpeep!

What is Mr B. Becker doing in Berlin, and how is the
Social-Demokrat ‘surviving’?

You have quite the wrong notion of Dr Kugelmann. I have been
in correspondence with him for years past. He was a socialist back
in 1848, in Disseldorf. Asro Pieper, the very name or Kugelmann
was not known to him when he was here.”"

I have not yet written to Stumpf because I have not been
writing any letters over this period. As regards the letter he
entrusted to Bruhn, I have not, of course, ever set eyes upon it.*"”

The InternaTionaL Association Is making great strides despite the
‘ENORMOUS sUPPORT’ it Is receiving from Germany.**

As regards the ‘Louis Bonaparte’,* I could see from your prorrine
of THE supjecT that the matter has come to nothing.” I am raTHer
glad of this, as I shall later be having it re-printed in the
essay-collection all the same.

What is old Hatzfeldt doing? And the fracas over the will??!

Salut.

Your
K. M.

2 A reference to the various branches of the General Association of German Workers
(see this volume, p. 161). - b strong meat - < K. Marx, The FEighteenth Brumaire of
Louis Bonaparte.
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What are Messrs E. Bauer, Bucher et Co. up to?
Edgar® will probably be staying here a while longer yet.”

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
W First Russian Edition, Vol. XXIX, . . .
yyorks First Russian Edition, Vo Published in English for the first
’ time
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MARX TO ELEANOR MARX
IN LONDON

[London,] 3 July 1865
Maiden Tower

Dear Miss Lilliput!

You must excuse the ‘belated’ character of my answer. I belong
to that sort of people who always look twice at things before they
decide one way or the other. Thus I was rather startled on
receiving an invitation on the part of a female minx, quite
unknown to me. However, having ascertained your respectability,
and the high tone of your transactions with your tradespeople, 1
shall feel happy to seize this rather strange opportunity of getting
at your eatables and drinkables. But, pray, don’t neglect the latter,
as spinsters usually have bad taste of doing. Suffering somewhat
under an attack of rheumatism, I hope you keep your reception
room clear of anything like draught. As to the ventilation
required, I shall provide for it myself. Being somewhat deaf in the
right ear, please put a dull fellow, of whom, I dare say, your
company will not be in want, at my right side. For the left, I hope
you will reserve your female beauty; I mean the best-looking
female amongst your guests.

I am somewhat given to tobacco-chewing, so have the stuff
ready. Having from former intercourse with Yankees taken to the
habitude of spitting, I hope spittoons will not be missing. Being
rather easy in my manners, and disgusted at this hot and close
English atmosphere, you must prepare for seeing me in a dress

2 Edgar von Westphalen - ? See this volume, p. 159.
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rather adonistic. I hope your female guests are somewhat in the
same line.
Adieu, my dear unknown little minx.

Yours for ever
Doctor Crankey

No British wines, 1 hope!

First published, in Russian, in Voin- Reproduced from the original
stvuyushchy materialist, Book 4, 1925 and

in the language of the original, English,

in The Socialist Review (London), No. 44,

September, 1929
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ENGELS TO MARX?®
IN LONDON

[Manchester,] 15 July 1865

Dear Moor,

Liebknecht has been expelled from Prussia; has he written to
you since and given you his address? The poor devil will probably
need money, and a few pounds will be more valuable to him at
this moment than otherwise. But where should they be sent to?

Mr Johnson’s policy is less and less to my liking, too.
NiGGER *-hatred is coming out more and more violently, and he is
relinquishing all his power vis-a-vis the old lords in the South. If
this should continue, all the old secessionist scoundrels will be in
Congress in Washington in 6 months time. Without coLourep
surFrack nothing can be done, and Johnson is leaving it up to the
defeated, the ex-slaveowners, to decide on that. It is absurd.
Nevertheless, one must still reckon on things turning out
differently from what these barons imagined. After all, the
majority of them have been completely ruined and will be glad to
sell land to immigrants and speculators from the North. The latter
will arrive soon enough and make a good number of changes. I
think the wmean wnrres will gradually die out. Nothing more will
become of this race; those who are left after 2 generations will
merge with the immigrants to make a completely different race.

2 See p. XL of the Preface.
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The niccers will probably turn into small souaTTers as in Jamaica.
Thus ultimately the oligarchy will go to pot after all, but the
process could be accomplished immediately at one fell swoop,
whereas it is now being drawn out.

I don’t think that you would win many laurels by a disputation
with Mr Weston, and it would certainly not make a good début in
English economic literature.” Otherwise, I cannot see it would do
much harm to anticipate a few odd points from your book®—
N. B. if the latter is really almost finished now—how does it
stand? The ultimate and final date for completion was 1 Sep-
tember, and the price, you remember, is 12 bottles of wine.

In the elections here Jones has been working sooy anp sout for
Heywood, but as a teerorarier and permissive sics man 2 he won'’t
pull much with the workers. Moore has been working hard, too.
The Manchester swoss will be gladdened by James, the fellow wants
to become a jupce and nothing more. The election is costing him
a pretty penny, just for the champagne his committee and cronies
have swigged. TaLk ABoUT BRIBERY, CORRUPTION AND TREATING, fellows like
that fat Knowles came in droves to the Queen’s Hotel, where the
headquarters was, gorged their fill and swigged rivers of
champagne, and everything was settled with a slip of paper on
which a committee-member wrote: valid for 2 runcueons and 3
BoTTLES cHaMpaloN. In Lancaster, the 3 candidates together disbursed
£20,000, and there was free booze for a whole week in every pub.
I was here in the Queen’s Hotel at 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the
elegant smokinG room looked like the old den in Windmill Street,?®
and customers were served by ceLLar Boys in white shirt-sleeves and
aprons, instead of Barmams in satin dresses. The whole company
was drunk, and at half past six the landlord had 1o have the hotel
cleared by a police patrol. My task consisted in getting James’
committee people to tipple until they were incapable of doing
their job, and in several cases I was successful beyond expecta-
tion.

I’'ve had a very hard time at the office, Charles was away, Franz
Ermen ditto, and a colossal amount of work to boot. Things are
better now. I am now on Grimm’s Fairy Tales, German heroic
epic, ancient Frisian law, etc. As soon as I have got through that
somewhat, I'll have a serious go at Old Norse. The poetry in it is a
tough nut because of its deliberate obscurity and all the many
names in the mythology, and I can see it’s no use doing this just as

2 See this volume, pp. 159-60, 162. - ® Capital - ¢ Charles Roesgen
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a side line; I need to spend 4 weeks all at once on it and nothing
else, when 1 have little to do.
Many regards to the vrapis.

Your
F. E.

Moore has been asking me about the suares for The Bee-Hive;
how do things stand? Anp How pip you GeT on with PorTer? 2%

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . L.
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, lfubhshed in English in full for the
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

[Manchester,] 25 July 1865

Dear Moor,

How do you like our Prussian Mirabeaus in—the Zoological
Gardens? Harkort and Co. as wild animals, Bismarck himself could
not have thought that up.”

By the by, it seems certain to me that Mr Bismarck decidedly
wants to have a collision. For me the most convincing evidence of
this is the behaviour of Schweitzer’s shit-rag,” which is being
confiscated every day now. The workers are now suddenly
expected to take the part of the Deputies, after being called on for
6 months not to get excited; there are to be mass meetings, etc.,
and every effort is to be put into agitating against the government.
Further corroboration is provided by the unanimous refrain from
the reactionary press, which is comparing the banquet with the
February banquets in Paris,®”® and finally the government’s whole
proceeding, the pointless provocations, etc. Meanwhile, it was to be
expected that Bismarck would come a cropper. Wasn’t cleverly
enough organised anyway.

a Der Social-Demokrat

8-1196
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On the other hand, Schweitzer-Becker seem to want to take the
opportunity to make a decent exit. The Social-Demokrat and the
Association® are to be suppressed so that those gentlemen can be
whitewashed. I've stopped reading that rag as of Ist inst,
incidentally. Bismarck seems to have had his fill of paying for it,
and so have I. So, if anything should happen, I shall have to rely
on you for information.

32° Réaumur in the shade in Germany! They say people are still
only living in the cellars. It’s as sultry as the tropics here, too.

Kindest regards.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
1913 Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO LEON FONTAINE 22

IN BRUSSELS
[Draft]

[London,] 25 July 1865

Dear Citizen,

Some considerable time ago I sent a letter to you by an
Englishman, who was to visit Germany and travel through
Brussels. Since then I have had no news, either from you or from
my Englishman. I shall not refer back to my reply to your letter,
but will deal solely with current matters.

Mr Le Lubez has rejoined the Central Council as delegate from
an English branch,® and the Italian society in London2® has
reinstated Mr Wolff as its representative on the Council.t

Mr Charles Limousin, one of our correspondents in Paris and
editor of the Tribune ouvriére.., following the seizure of the
Tribune ouvriére, and being unable to find another printer in Paris,
went to Brussels in an attempt to bring out the paper there. Whilst

a General Association of German Workers - b in Greenwich (see this volume,
p. 158) - ¢ See this volume, p. 162.
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there, he investigated the state of our affairs. He was told that,
after it had unanimously approved your proposal that it should
amalgamate with our Association, the Société Fédérative had
withdrawn:

1. because it insisted on the right to choose its own correspon-
dents and not have them imposed on it by the Central Council;

2. because it refused to pay for the membership cards, although
it remitted 1f. 50 just as before.

According to Mr Limousin’s letter, you had then approached the
Société typographique, but with the same result owing to the same
difficulties.

With regard to the election of correspondents, the Central
Council has acknowledged the right of affiliated societies to choose
their own representatives. It has only retained the power to
confirm them. Things were different in Brussels because no
society had yet been constituted there. Would it not be possible to
reach a compromise, whereby the societies would accept you as
their correspondent, but they would, for their part, choose an
administrative committee, as was done In Paris and Geneva?

With regard to the dues, the societies will readily realise that the
Central Council would be prevented from any general action if all
the affiliated societies claimed the right not to pay dues. It appears
that the objection is to paying dues twice. Would it not be possible
to find an amicable solution to these matters? The Central Council
will make any concession compatible with its responsibilities.

For my part, I am convinced that your actions were dictated
solely by your zeal for the common cause, and I am appealing to
this same zeal in asking you to work for reconciliation and
restoration of relations. You would oblige me greatly by replying
immediately, firstly because I have to give the Central Council a
report on this affair, and secondly because a preliminary conference
of members of the various administrative committees will be taking
place in London on 25 September.?"’

The Central Council is persuaded that the congress cannot take
place this year, but the preliminary conference in London will
make preparations for it.?

With fraternal greetings
Ch. Marx
First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to Marx’s

Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV, Notebook

Moscow, 1934
Translated from the French

2 See this volume, pp. 173-74.
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91

MARX TO ENGELS'™
IN MANCHESTER®

[London,] 31 July 1865

Dear Engels,

As you may have suspected, the reasons for my prolonged
silence are not the most pleasant.

For two months I have been living solely on the pawnshop,
which means that a queue of creditors has been hammering on my
door, becoming more and more unendurable every day. This ract
won’t come as any surprise to you when you consider: 1. that I
have been unable to earn a rartuinG the whole time and 2. that
merely paying off the debts and furnishing the house cost me
something like £500. I have kept accounts (as To THis 1TEm) rence for
rence, as I myself found it unbelievable how the money disap-
peared. To top that, I have been sent every conceivable,
antediluvian IOU from Germany where God knows what rumours
had been circulated.

To begin with, I wanted to come up to you to discuss the matter
with you in person. But, at the present moment, any time lost
cannot be made up as it is not good to interrupt my work. Last
Saturday I told the Sub-Committee of the ‘InternaTionar’?! that I
was going away, so as at least to have a fortnight for once
completely free of disturbance for rushine on with my work.

I assure you that I would rather have had my thumb cut off
than write this letter to you. It is truly soul-destroying to be
dependent for half one’s life. The only thought that sustains me in
all this is that the two of us form a partnership together, in which
I spend my time on the theoretical and party side of the susingss. It
is true my house is beyond my means, and we have, moreover,
lived better this year than was the case before. But it is the only
way for the children to establish themselves socially with a view to
securing their future, quite apart from everything they have
suffered and for which they have at least been compensated for a
brief while. I believe you yourself will be of the opinion that, even
from a merely commercial point of view, to run a purely
proletarian household would not be appropriate in the cir-

2 The letter bears the stamp: International Working Men’s Association / Central
Council / London.
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cumstances, although that would be quite all right, if my wife and
I were by ourselves or if the girls were boys.

Now, regarding my work, I will tell you the plain truth about it.
There are 3 more chapters to be written to complete the
theoretical part (the first 3 books). Then there is still the 4th book,
the historical-literary one,?”’ to be written, which will, comparative-
ly speaking, be the easiest part for me, since all the problems have
been resolved in the first 3 books, so that this last one is more by
way of repetition in historical form. But I cannot bring myself to
send anything off until I have the whole thing in front of me.
WHATEVER SHORTCOMINGS THEY May HAVE, the advantage of my writings is
that they are an artistic whole, and this can only be achieved
through my practice of never having things printed until I have
them in front of me in their entirety. This is impossible with Jacob
Grimm’s method which is in general better with writings that have
no dialectical structure.?®®

The English version will be dealt with differently on the other
hand. Fox has no doubt that he can find me a publisher as soon as
I get the first sheets of print back. I would then arrange with
Meissner that, in addition to the proofs for correcting, he would
also send me the clean proof of each sheet, so that the German
could be corrected at the same time as it is being translated into
English. Regarding the latter, I shall of course need your
assistance. I am expecting my real earnings from this work to
come from the English edition.?®

As far as the ‘InternaTional’ is concerned, the position is as
follows:

I made over the £5 to Cremer to buy shares in The Bee-Hive.
But since Cremer, Odger, etc., were going up to Manchester at
that time, nothing came of it, and Potter nap THE BETTER OF 1.2
They decided to postpone the matter until the next meeting of
shareholders (actually, the annual one). But I don’t think that
anything will come of it. Firstly, because the squabble between
Odger and Potter has become a public scandal. Secondly, because
The Miner and Workman’s Advocate has offered its columns to us.?°
(Apropos. At a recent meeting with the Miner we undertook to let
it have contributions gratis. So, if you have time to write a little
article on rorewo~ poritics (Prussian, etc.), now and then, send it to
me to be passed on to the paper.)

According to our Rules a public congress ought to be held in
Brussels this year. The Parisians, Swiss and some of the people
here, too, are going for it hammer and tongs. In the present
circumstances—especially since I have so little time to write the
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necessary documents for the Centrar Counci as well—I can only
foresee a disgrace. Despite considerable opposition from the other
side, I have succeeded in turning the public congress in Brussels
into a privare preaLaBLE conrerenck in London (25 September) which
Only DELEGATES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE commitTeEs Will attend and at which
the future congress is to be prepared. Official reasons given for
postponing the congress were:

1. The need for preaLaBLE UNDERsTANDING Detween the EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEES.

2. The obstacles to the Association’s propaganda arising from
the strikes in France, the elections, rErorM MOVEMENT and WORKINGMEN'S
EXHIBITIONS IN ENGLAND-231

3. The auien BiLL RECENTLY prEssED in Belgium #
Brussels as a renpezvous for an Internationar WorkinaMen's CONGRESS.

I do not see the Social-Demokrat any more, as the Workers’
Society® has also stopped it.** Nor am I taking the Nordstern any
more, but I do see it occasionally at the Society. It said the
Rhineland branches had on the main question deserted Bernhard.”

Edgar© is a very expensive guest for us, especially in the present
circumstances, and he does not seem in the least inclined to pecame.

In consequence of the hot weather and related biliousness, I
have again been vomitting nearly every day for the past 3 months,
as I did previously in Brussels.

Salut.

2 which rules out

217

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . o
lglgnge ¥ an utigar Published in English in full for the

first time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

Dear Engels, London, 5 August 1865

My BesT THANKS FOR THE £50 anp the speed with which the help came.
I was greatly amused by the part of your letter®! which deals
with the ‘work of art’ To . But you misunderstood me. The only

2 German Workers’ Educational Society in London - b Bernhard Becker (see this
volume, p. 152) - ¢ Edgar von Westphalen - d Capital
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POINT IN QuEsTION is whether to do a fair copy of part of the
manuscript and send it to the publisher,® or finish writing the
whole thing first? I have decided in favour of the latter for many
reasons. No time is lost by it, asrar as the work itself is concerned,
although some time is lost in printing; however, on the other
hand, once begun, that cannot then be interrupted in any way
either. Furthermore, in view of the level of the thermometer,
progress with it has been as fast as anyone could have managed,
even having no artistic considerations at all. Besioes, as I have a
maxivum LiviT of 60 printed sheets, it is absolutely essential for me
to have the whole thing in front of me, to know how much has to
be condensed and crossed out, so that the individual sections shall
be evenly balanced and in proportion within the prescribed
limits.?* In any case, you can be sure that I shall spare no effort to
complete as soon as possible, as the thing is a nightmarish burden to
me. Not only does it prevent me from doing anything else, but it
is also pamnenrLy irksome to have the public kept entertained with
the expectation of laurels to come (not by me, to be sure, but by
Liebknecht and others). And furthermore, I know that time will
not stand still for ever just as it is now.

Eichhoff has written a few lines to me, but couldn’t call on me
owing to pressure of business. In his letter he said Dronke would
visit (he was here yesterday) but in such a confused way there was
no making sense of the scriptum.” That ‘treatise’ is sticking to roor
Eichhoff like his own skin, and no operation will detach it from
him.

What do you make of Siebel’s productions as a patriotic-liberal
poet? The thing appears to have been written during extremely
depressing hangover. It is utter nonsense and surpasses EVERYTHING
our friend has previously produced.

The Soctal-Demokrat’s attempt to commit itself in support of the
bourgeoisie is a sign of complete and utter fiasco, although I share
your view that the first calls in Berlin did not occur without some
ministerial prompting.© However, the other Lassallean faction,
which executed a volte face® against the Social-Demokrat as a result
of our statement,® are also quite a pitiful rabble. These fellows are
not merely at loggerheads with B. Becker and Co. as to whose
faith in Lassalle is the true one, but several of their branches have
published that phrase inspired by owp Hatzfeldt and coined
specifically with us in mind, that anyone who tried to overturn or

a Otto Meissner - b what he had written - ¢ See this volume, pp. 169-70. - d about-
turn - ¢ K. Marx and F. Engels, “To the Editor of the Social-Demokrat’.
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change even one syllable of the truths as revealed by Lassalle, was
declared a traitor to the ‘people’?'®

It is ages since I last answered Liebknecht, despite various notes
he sent me; however I am going to do so now. He is in Hanover
for the time being now, but his wife? is still in Berlin. The reason
why I did not write was partly that I was very busy, and also I had
enough on my hands with my own rrousies. On the other hand,I
was furious with him for the nonsense which he had been retailing
about me at the Berlin Lassalle-Association and which is there for
all to read in the scrap of a pamphlet about B. Becker’s ex pulsion
from that association which the old sow got someone called
Schilling to publish (Farthing would have been a more appropriate
name).” With his usual talent for being too lazy to acquaint
himself with the facts, he drivels the greatest nonsense about-the
Bangya-manuscript'® and my intercession for Becker quoad®
Vienna Botschafter,© etc. And, moreover, the whole way in which
he plays the part of my ‘patron’ and ‘apologises’ for me to the louts
of Berlin for them not knowing my works; and generally behaves
as though so far I had done nothing in affairs of action. So, I
allowed some time to elapse, so as not to say anything rude to him
and to pacify myself with the thought that Liebknecht will be
Liebknecht and that his intentions are ‘good’. The 30,000
members of the old Berlin Journeymen’s Association, and ditto the
Association of Printers there organised a kind of ovation for him
when he was expelled. With his usual optimism, Wilhelmchen sees
‘the proletariat of Berlin at my (that is, his) and our (yours and
mine) feet’.?®® At the same time, he has not managed even to form
a single Brancn of 6 members for the InterwvaTionar AssociaTion in
Germany, although the sanguine fellow must surely realise that I
cannot serve up his peLusions to the English as true coin. He also
kept on writing to me about my ‘book’.¢ But however often I sent
him ‘books’ (first the whole remainder of ‘Vogt,’* then the whole
remainder of the ‘Communist Trials’') at his most sanguine
request, from the moment he received them, I never heard a
dying word more about them.

Mr Groote, Party of Progress® deputy for Diisseldorf, has written
to him saying that what he did in Berlin has had more effect than the
actions of 100 Party of Progress depudtes.

2 Ernestine Liebknecht - b with regard to - < The original has: Beobachter. -
d Capital - ¢ K. Marx, Herr Vogt. - f K. Marx, Revelations Concerning the Communist
Trial in Cologne.
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Edgar® has just recently caught a cold which has gone to his
nose, which, as a result of this accipent, looks positively Bardol-
phian.’

During the warm weather I have been regularly working day
and night by the open window. Qutcome: an attack of rheumatism
in my right arm, particularly the shoulder blade, which is very
painful and makes writing, especially any lifting-movement, dif-
ficult. I instinctively cry out if I unintentionally raise my arm in
bed at night, which tells you how nasty the thing is. Does Gumpert
know of any kind of ~ostrum for it?

You probably know that at the Gymnastic Festival in Paris, the
worthy Gottfried Kinkel refused the laurel crown he was offered
by a Jew who was presiding, with the words: ‘I want no crown, not
even a crown of laurel’, but at once added in fairly unvarnished
words that he had by no means yet given up his claims to the
Presidency of the German Republic, the ‘office’ that was his due.
The Nordstern ridiculed him rather effectively as much for this bit
of melodrama, and for his whole seezcu, which was disgusting The
Festival opened with a toast to Badinguet.®

Where is Strohn?

As soon as you have time and inclination, do not forget to send
me something ‘continental’ for the Miner®

Kinfdest regards to you from the whole family, and from me to Mzs
Lizzy.

Your
K. Marx

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA., :’.ubhshed in English for the first
Abt. III, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 me

2 Edgar von Westphalen - ® Bardolph—a character from Shakespeare’s The Merry
Wives of Windsor and King Henry IV. - ¢ Nordstern, Nos. 315 and 316, 8 and 15 July
1865. - 4 nickname of Napoleon IIT (the name of a bricklayer in whose clothes
Napoleon fled from prison in 1846) - © The Miner and Workman's Advocate - { Lizzy
Burns
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93

ENGELS TO MARX?*
IN LONDON

Manchester, 7 August 1865
Dear Moor,

I have got a remedy for your rheumatism that Gumpert once
used to cure me with within 24 hours, and from a much more
severe attack, too. Get yourself 2 big bags of flannel made, big
enough to cover the affected part completely and a bit over; have
these bags filled with sran and heated each in turn in the oven,
just as hot as you can bear it; you put each in turn on the place,
changing them as often as ever you can. All the while keep
yourself warm and quiet in bed, and you will soon feel very
considerable relief, but you mustn’t discontinue the treatment on
that account untl all the pain has gone (say 24-36 hours).

Eichhoff has just called; he has got himself made pirector of a
LiviTed company in London; it is crystal clear to me from the whole
affair that the idea is for him to be duped of a substantial sum
again, but there’s absolutely no helping the fellow, with his mania
for seeing everything couleur de rose* He has now gone so far as
believing that the silk-trade here in England absolutely could not
go on without him.

I'm so pleased the book" is making rapid progress, for I had
really begun to suspect from one or two phrases in your last letter
that you had again reached an unexpected turning-point which
might prolong everything indefinitely. The day that manuscript is
sent off, I shall drink myself to kingdom come, that is, unless you
come up here the next day so that we can seal it together.

Many thanks for the Free Presses.

Our worthy Liebknecht simply cannot help putting his foot in it,
or writing off to people just whenever the mood takes him. We
shall always be annoyed with him for 10 months out of 12, as soon
as he is by himself and has to act on his own initiative. In the
meantime que veux-tu?‘ Liebknecht does as Liebknecht is, and all
the exasperation and all the grumbling will not help matters. And
after all, when all’s said and done, at the moment he is the only
reliable link we have in Germany.

2 through rose-coloured spectacles - P Capital - ¢ what would you have?
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A workINGMEN's conGRrEss In Brussels would certainly be the greatest
stupidity in present circumstances.?’” Just remember our own
experiences in that little country.? That sort of thing can only be
done in England, the Frencumen ought to know that. It would just
be throwing away money and time and trouble to attempt
anything of that kind in Belgium.

Have you got Schilling’s pamphlet on B. Becker?* You might let
me have it for a couple of days.

I don’t know whether Strohn is in Hamburg or Bradford, I
haven’t heard anything from him for quite a long time now.

The Rhineland philistines are supposed to be frightfully angry
with Bismarck; it is splendid that those jackasses are having their
‘historical development on a legal basis’ so nicely demonstrated.
Have you seen Bismarck’s latest dodge to raise money? The
Cologne-Minden Railway had granted the state the right to buy up
its shares at par in return for an interest-guarantee from the state
(100-taler shares are now standing at over 200 talers); he has
bartered away this right to the Railway for 13 million talers, and
the Kalner Zeitung calculates that in this way he got hold of 30
million talers, including sale of the shares already owned by the
state, etc. The question is, will the Cologne-Minden Railway pay
up without the Chamber’s approval for the deal. If it does so,
Bismarck will again have a clear road for years ahead, and the
philis_ltines will have been atrociously shitted upon. We shall soon
see.”

Lizzy® says Edgar® can’t have been wearing his Texan hat, or he
couldn’t possibly have caught a cold in the nose.

Your
F. E.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . .
1913 and in full in MEGA, Abt. III, fi‘r‘sbll‘fi}:zg in English in full for the

Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930

a C. Schilling, Die Ausstossung des Prisidenten Bernhard Becker aus dem Allgemeinen
Deutschen Arbeiter-Verein und der ‘Social-Demokrat’. -  Lizzy Burns - ¢ Edgar von
Westphalen
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MARX TO ENGELS?*®
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 9 August 1865

Dear Frep,

Letter from Mr Siebold enclosed.?®® You need not send it back.
Secondly, I am sending you the Hatzfeldt rubbish.* Do not send it
back, but store it. Don’t show it to anyone either. Fortunately, this
rubbish has left no trace in the German press. The only thing
relating to it which appeared publicly in the press was a statement
by Metzner (ex-authorised representative of the Berlin branch®)
and Vogt® (st its treasurer), countersigned W. Liebknecht, in
which they stated:

1. that Schilling had falsified the report, suppressed some
resolutions and made others their direct opposite;

2. that that old girl Hatzfeldt could have spared her comments
since the Association had forbidden her to interfere in any way.

That appeared in Reform® and Volks-Zeitung?*

I have been medicating myself for a couple of days now and am
feeling utterly rotten, quite incapable of working. But Allen tells
me that I shall be up and about again in a few days. It’s the bilious
trouble and a consequence of the ‘bitter’ labour of thinking in the
vot weatner. Officially I'm now away from home on account of the
*INTERNATIONAL'.

Edgar© is vegetating. In his hermit-like existence he has become
accustomed to the narrowest kind of egotism, pondering the needs
of his stomach from morn till night. But as he is a good-natured
sort, his egotism is that of a xinp-naTURED caT Or a friendly dog. To
the devil with hermit-life. He has even lost all interest in women,
and his sex-urge has gone to his belly, too. At the same time, he is
constantly anxious about his precious health, that same lad who
was, on the other hand, used to feeling ‘safe’ amongst snakes,
tigers, wolves, and leopards.

He now wishes he was back in Texas again. But there is no
escape from the confrontation with his cher frere!

2 C. Schilling, Die Ausstossung des Prisidenten Bernhard Becker aus dem Allgemeinen
Deutschen Arbeiter-Verein und der ‘Social-Demokrat’. -  of the General Association of
German Workers - ¢ August Vogt - 4 Berliner Reform - ¢ Edgar von Westphalen -
f dear brother (Ferdinand von Westphalen)
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You can tell what his back-to-nature thinking is like from the
fact that his present ideal is to set up a store—a cigar or wine
store—obviously secretly hoping that this will be the surest way to
apply oneself to the cigars and wine.

He likes to pretend to be an oup centLEman who has settled his
accounts with life, has nothing more to do and is only living ‘for
his health’s sake’.

Besides, he is preoccupied with his attire as well, and the ‘owp
cenTLEMEN” in Rotten Row?* make him very sad because he cannot
keep up with them. Queer cove! Laura, who nas a small carsuncLe
on her left Cheek JUST NOW, SAYS THAT ‘HER MOTHERS BROTHER IS AN
EXCEEDINGLY BRIGHT FELLAH!” TUSSy ® “THAT SHE LIKES HIM, BECAUSE HE IS SO FUNNY’
and little Jenny that Lina Schéler and he can congratulate each
other ‘to HAVE SAFELY GOT RID OF EACH OTHER’. WELL, THEY ARE A BAD LOT. The
girls have also SEVERELY CROSS-EXAMINED me As TO THE ‘Mrs Burns’,

Salut.

Your
K. M.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, R . .

Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Fubh:_hed in English in full for the
Abt. III, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 irst time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 16 August 1865

Dear Moor,

That unctuous trash from the Hatzfeldt woman® really is
unctuous trash with all that is in it about Lassalle the only saviour,
Liebknecht, etc. Dear old Lisrary© has really surpassed himself this
time in his. customary spinelessness, lack of imagination and

a Eleanor Marx - b C. Schilling, Die Ausstossung des Présidenten Bernhard Becker aus
dem Allgemeinen Deutschen Arbeiter-Verein und der ‘Social-Demokrat’. - < Wilhelm
Liebknecht
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forgetfulness, that is, unless the whole report is a fabrication. The
devil take such an advocatus.

Ditto our sparkling-wine enthusiast Siebold. With what self-
assured naivety the fellow tried to ‘reconcile’ you to Blind!*** And
then those interesting ‘old Swedes’ whom nobody has ever heard
of and whom we’re supposed to write to, to make ‘contact’. Quite a
la Harro Harring. I'm increasingly coming round to think that
from the most southerly latitude of North Friesland onwards
everything beyond urban bourgeois and peasant politics is pure
Harro Harring.* But no doubt you will be having that dolt on your
back every year.

Next week (about Friday 25th inst.) Moore and 1 are going to
Germany and Switzerland for a fortnight, and maybe we shall also
‘cast a casual glance’ over Italy.**! If I can so arrange it, I shall call
in briefly at Modena Villas® on my way back.

The 28th of this month, i.e. Monday week, is the date of the
General Meeting of the Cologne-Minden shareholders, which will
decide Prussia’s politics for the next few years. I can’t imagine that
those fellows will be such jackasses as to pay out 13 mill. talers in
cash to Bismarck without having the approval of the Chambers.?”’
But your liberal Rhineland burgher is capable of a good many
tricks the moment he has a chance of swindling the state, and
thinks that in his capacity as Deputy he can obtain indemnity for
himself afterwards. But if the deal were to fall through, or if it
were made conditional on authorisation by the Chambers, that
would be more or less the end for Monsieur Bismarck; even that
adventurer would not survive such a defeat in financialibus® and
after such a desperate attempt. But the fact that he is momentarily
coming to terms with Austria again, shows that intellectually and
morally he is au bout de son latin.* He knows only too well that he
can’t start a war without being brought down immediately, so he
goes on lashing out with big talk, chalking up little gains and
turning Germany into the laughing stock of the world. But the
philistine is almost as much impressed by him as by Boustrapa.”™
The philistine now no longer requires even ephemeral victories
from his idols, but only that they can brag. This is how
Classen-Kappelmann became the idol of Cologne as well, because
he took to his heels at the crucial moment.”*

2 See K. Marx and F. Engels, The Great Men of the Exile (present edition, Vol. 11,
pp- 284-90). - b the street in London, where Marx lived - < in financial transac-
tions - 4 at the end of his strength
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It was also a nice thought of Siebold’s to put in a good word for
C. V. Rimestad in Copenhagen, who is one of the Dagbladet
people! The so-called Workers’ Association is a propaganda
organisation of the Scandinavian Eider-Danes and the Hall
ministry.?*

What will Father Urquhart be saying next month about the legal
advisers to the Prussian throne? What splendid lads they are!

Kindest regards to the rapmws and Edgar.?

Your
F. E.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original

sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stutigart, 1913 and in full in MEGA. Published in English for the first
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 tme
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MARX TO ENGELS?**
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 19 August 1865

Drar Frep,

Since you are setting off on your travels,*' I must tell you that I
have to pay a sur for £10 to surcher on 28 August, and the
LanpLorD 1S also becoming very rrousLesome. By THE By, the English
state appears HARDPRESSED FOR MoNEY. At all events, the rTaxcaTnerers
were more pressing this montn than ever before and have
unexpectedly ‘relieved’ me.

I am still sick, although Allen is getting rid of the niver troubles.
But now I have caught a kind of inrLuenza, which, he says, will last
5-6 days and which really is the biggest nuisance of all, as rar as
MENTAL ACTIVITY 1s concERNED. 1 hope that with that I shall have settled
MY DEBT TO NATURE.

Lohrchen® is not really very well either. For the past year she
has been getting much thinner than she ought to be. But she is a
strange child and only today agreed to go to the Dr with my wife.

2 Edgar von Westphalen - ® Laura Marx
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I norE 1T 15 NoTHING serious. Little Jenny and Tussy® are very well.
(Ditto Edgar’s® stats o uearts much improved.) My wife had bitten
out the 2 front teeth in the middle of her lower jaw, and yesterday
had 4 teeth fitted by way of replacement. These are more or less
the only ‘events’ that have occurred here.

Being unwell, I am unable to write much, and then only sy rits
anpstarts. In between, I am just dabbling in irrelevancies, although
with the mrivenza 1 cannot even read properly. I ‘took the
opportunity’ to ‘take up’ a little astronomy again, amongst other
things. And one thing I would like to mention that was new to me
at least, but perhaps you have known about it for some time. You
know Laplace’s theory of the formation of the ceLestiaL systems and
how he explains the rotation of the various sobies about their own
axis, etc. Proceeding from there, a Yankrr, Kirkwood, has
discovered a kind of law concerning the differences in the rotation
of the planets, which had previously appeared quite abnormal.
The law is as follows:

* ‘The square of the number of times that each planet rotates during one revolution

in its orbit, is proportioned to the cube of the breadth of a diameter of its sphere of
attraction.” *

This means that between two planets there must be a point at
which their power of attraction is equally strong; so that a body at
this point would remain stationary between them. On the other
hand, the body would fall towards one planet or another on either
side of that point. This point thus forms the vt of the sphers oF
arrracrion of the planet. This seuere oF aTTrRACTION 18, in turn, the
measure of the breadth of the cazeous ring from which, according
to Laplace, the planet was formed when it first became separated
from the cenEraL cazeous Mass. Kirkwood concluded from this that, if
Laplace’s hypothesis is correct, a specific relationship must exist
between the veLociTy oF THE pLANET'S ROTATION and the BREADTH OF THE
ring from which it was formed or its spuere oF aTTRACTION. And he
has expressed this in the above law, and proved it by analytical
calculations.

Old Hegel made some very good jokes about the ‘sudden
reversal’ of centripetal to centrifugal force, right at the moment
when one has attained ‘preponderance’ over the other; e.g.,
centripetal force is greatest near the sun; therefore, says Hegel,
centrifugal force is greatest, since it overcomes this maximum of
centripetal force and vice versa. Moreover, the forces are in

a2 Eleanor Marx - * Edgar von Westphalen
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equilibrium when half way between the apsides.?** Therefore they
can never depart from this equilibrium, etc. Incidentally, taken as
a whole, Hegel’'s polemic amounts to saying that Newton’s ‘proofs’
added nothing to Kepler, who already possessed the ‘concept’ of
movement, which I think is fairly generally accepted now.?

You know that the President of the Bank or SwitzerLanp is now Mr
Karl Vogt, who betrayed his friend Fazy as soon as the latter left
Geneva,”® and cheated together with Reinach (the real acrine
pirector). I asked Freiligrath how Mr Vogt, who is otherwise of ill
repute as a riNanciEr in Switzerland, had come by this honourable
post. Answer: the Swiss have hardly a share left in the ‘Bank or
Swrrzerian’. The Jews in Berlin and Frankfurt a. M. take the
decisions. And they support Vogt. Meanwhile, Reinach has been
teasing our roor Freiligrath so much that the latter wrote him the
right-thinking rejoinder that even the Prussian police never
persecuted him quite so much. They say Fazy swindled the bank
out of 1!/, mill. frs.

A few weeks ago, Professor Beesly had an article about Catiline
in The Fortnightly Review, vindicating the latter as a man of
revolution.® Much of it is uncritical (as one would expect from an
Englishman, e.g. wrong information on Caesar’s position at that
time), but his intense rage at the oligarchy and ‘respectable people’
is very nice. Likewise his sallies against the professional English
‘puLL littérateur’. Mr Harrison had an article in the same Review
expounding why ‘political economy’ can adduce ‘nothing’ in
refutation of communism.© It seems to me that now there is more
moviment amongst English thinkers than amongst the Germans.
The latter are sufficiently preoccupied with celebrating Classen-
Kappelmann.?*

Regards to Mrs Lizzy.? The children are depending on you not
to pass through London without stopping on your way home.

Your
K. M.

You cannot have the remotest conception of the utter nonsense
contained in the pariiaMenTARY REPORTS Of 1857 and 1858 on banking,
etc., which I recently had to refer back to.° As in the monetary

a2 See G. W. F. Hegel, Vorlesungen iiber die Naturphilosophie als der Encyklopidie der
philosophischen Wissenschaften im Grundrisse, Zweiter Theil, § 270. - ® E. S. Beesly,
‘Catiline as a Party Leader’, The Fortnightly Review, Vol. I, 15 May to 1 August
1865. - ¢ F. Harrison, ‘The Limits of Political Economy’. - 4 Lizzy Burns - ¢ Report
from the Select Committee on Bank Acts
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system, capital=gold. In the midst, shame-faced recollections of
A. Smith and excruciating attempts to reconcile the chaos of the
vonEy MaRKeT with his ‘enlightened’ ideas. MacCulloch, who has at
last now gone the way of all flesh, distinguishes himself most of
all. The fellow was obviously in receipt of a substantial douceur®
from Lord Overstone, who is consequently ‘facile maximus argen-
tariorum’® and has to be cleared, come what may. I shall have to

reserve my critique of this whole unsavoury stew for a later
245

paper.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . A

Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, published in English in full for the
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 frst ume
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 21 August 1865

Dear Moor,

Encl. £20, first half, B/G 56794, Manchester, 9 January 1864,
second to follow as soon as you acknowledge receipt. I cannot
send more until I know how the final accounts work out, and I
shall not know that until my return or even later.

That business of Kirkwood’s law was new to me, as it was to
Moore. But is it really proven, or is it not perhaps just a
hypothesis? ¢ Surely it ought to be possible to verify a thing like
that.

I hope you are all restored to health now. That trouble with
Laura is probably of no more consequence than with little Jenny
that time, but it really is absurd of you to allow yourself to continue in
such a way. In such circumstances, you should put your foot down as
master of the house. I expect you have shaken off your inrLUENZA NOW,
with the warm weather, that kind of thing really takes it out of you,
but at least it is easily cured now.

2 sweetener - P without doubt the greatest banker - ¢ See this volume, p. 184.
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The old women are just coming to sweep out the office and
drive me from my post; so I must quickly finish.
Kindest regards.

Your
F. E.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
l zwi F. E K. M, .3 . . . .
giufgg';if""lgls ngels und K. Marx, BG. 5, Published in English for the first

Abt. III, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 fme
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 22 August 1865

DEear Frep,

Best tHaNks For THE £20, rirsT Hair of which received. 1 most
certainly would not soruer you, but the end of the quarter, whose
bills have been put off, is a very difficult time.

Regarding Kirkwood’s law, there is no doubt that it explains the
difference in the roratory Mmovements, e.g., between those of Jupiter
and those of Venus, which hitherto appeared entirely fortuitous.?
But how he finds out and proves the law itself, I do not know, but
on my next visit to the British Museum 1 will try to get to the
bottom of the original work and will tell you more about it then.
The only ‘problem’ attached to the matter, as far as I can see,
consists in mathematically determining the spurre oF aTTrACTION Of
each planet. The only hypothetical thing about it is probably the
assumption of Laplace’s theory as a premise.

My mrruenza has invaded my nose to such an extent that the
Texan Bovs® ‘nozzle’ has reproduced itself in me, accompanied by
a frightful cold and a muzziness in the head such as must have
filled the whole of Laplace’s universe of incandescent gas.

The fellows and friends of the ‘InTervaTionar” have now
discovered after all that I am not away, and I have therefore

2 See this volume, pp. 184, 186. - b Edgar von Westphalen’s
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received a summons To aTTEND a meeting of the suscommrtrEE today.
The 4 weeks of my disappearance have been totally srorLr for me
by the pocrors prescriptions.

Amongst the books from Lupus’ legacy 1 have in my possession
there is a copy of Egli’s Neue Handelsgeographie. This Swiss says in
the preface that into the ‘biographies of commercial geography’ he
has now and again

‘woven a view from life, a view in contemplation of which the soul may lose

itself for a moment, in comfortable repose ... genre miniatures woven in ... a piece of
life shall here unfold before our eyes. Life evolves from life alone’.

The following shows you what this naive Swiss means by ‘views
from life”:

‘Markgrifler wine grows on the sunny hills of Mithlheim and Badenweiler. It
was not for nothing that our dearly beloved Hebel sang:

“At tMill by t'Post

Tallyho, mine host!

Drink up lads: a grand wine flows,
Smooth as olive oil it goes!

At vMill by t'Post.”’4

To prove ‘that I have not taken the easy path’, this same naive
Swiss refers to the list of works he has used. This list numbers
precisely 20 items, where along with naive ‘children’s literature’ as
the Buch der Erfindungen, etc., there are two works by the self-same
Mr Egli.®

Kindest regards from the whoLE FamiLy.

Your
K. M.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA., Published in English for the first
Abt. TII, Bd. 8, Berlin, 1930 ume

2 J. P. Hebel's poem ‘Der Schwarzwilder im Breisgau'. - ® J. J. Egli, Praktische
Erdhunde mit Illustrationen and Praktische Schweizerkunde fiir Schule und Haus
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MARX TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT
IN LEIPZIG

London, 11 September 1865

Dear Liebknecht,

As soon as I know whether you are still in Hanover, I shall report
to you the reasons for the interruption in correspondence, and
indeed write at greater length.

On 25 September, a (private) conference between the Counci of
the International here and the prircates of the apminisTraTIONS In
Switzerland, France, and Belgium will take place here. Can you
not send yourself over here as prircate from Germany? 2%

Salut.

Your
K. M.

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
h"}’g:izso,wl,’u;sg;éus&an Edition, Vol. XXIX, gztglshed in English for the first

100
MARX TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT
IN LEIPZIG
{London,] 20 September 1865

Dear Miller,?

I received yours yesterday afternoon, too late to post a letter
here. Illness had much to do with my protracted silence. There
were other reasons which I think useless now to dwell upon. Much
business pressing upon my time just now, I can only return these
few lines.

2 Liebknecht’s conspiratorial pseudonym
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A Report** (English, of course) on your part is very important.
It must be here on Monday next (25 September). It cannot arrive
timely unless you send me the letter directly by the Leipzig post.

The Swiss have chosen two delegates, Mons Dupleix, a
Frenchman, and Mr Philipp Becker, a German.

Old Hatzfeldt dwells at Paris, where the old hag is intriguing
with the ‘horn-bearing’ father of ‘Sacialism’, Moses," her most
cringing slave. It was at her instigation, that he inserted his
‘warning’ in the Nordstern and his slander into the Social-
Demokrat>*® She is now concocting with him the ‘Apotheosis’ of her
own belated ‘Oedipus’.” The London correspondent of the
Social-Demokrat seems to be cracked Weber.© All these things
have been reported to me from Paris. As to myself, I carefully
abstain from taking any notice whatever of what is going on in the
Berlin and Hamburg ‘organs’ of the movement.” This so-called
movement is so disgusting a thing that the less you hear of it the
better.

We have founded here a weekly paper of our own The
Workman’s Advocate. You will oblige by sending correspondence
(English) for it to my address.

Yours truly
A. Williams*©

First published in the language of the Reproduced from the book
original, English, in Wilhelm Liebknecht.

Briefwechsel mit Karl Marx und Friedrich

Engels, The Hague, 1963

101
ENGELS TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT
IN LEIPZIG
Manchester, 21 September 1865

Dear Liebknecht,

It was bad luck that you chose to write to me just as I was
leaving for 3 weeks on the Continent,?' so that I only found your

2 Moses Hess - b Ferdinand Lassalle - ¢ Louis Weber - 4 Der Social-Demokrat and
Nordstern - < Marx’s conspiratorial pseudonym
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letter * waiting for me on my return. The £5 banknote B/V 68754,
Manchester, 16 January 1865, encl. as requested.

I cannot write much today, as I want to get the banknote sent
off as well; but I will just say that Marx has, of course, every
reason to be angry with you. The manner in which you rebutted
Becker’s® absurd allegations against Marx in your Berlin defence-
speech was exceedingly weak and incompetent, and in respect of
both the Bangya-affair'® and several others you twisted the facts
as much as did Mr Becker, although you could easily have gained
better knowledge by referring to Herr Vogt®* These are extremely
disagreeable matters, which Madame Hatzfeldt will now purvey to
the world in this distorted form, and with your seal of approval,f
and you demand that Moor should take all that so calmly?

Your
F. E.
First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXIX, . A . .
Moscow, 1946 Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO HERMANN JUNG!

IN LONDON

[London,] 30 September [1865]
Dear Jung,

I am expecting you tomorrow (Sunday) for biNNER (A VERY FRUGAL
on; I have also asked De Paepe and Becker.? Please be so kind
and invite Kaub in my name. This morning I am so presseD BY BusINESs
OF ALL KIND THAT | CANNOT AFFORD TO WRITE TWO LETTERS.

YOURS FRATERNALLY

K. Marx

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXIX,
Moscow, 1946

2 of 30 August 1865 - b Bernhard Becker - ¢ See this volume, p. 176. - d Johann
Philipp Becker
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON

Dear Moor [Manchester,] 4 October 1865

I always strike unlucky with my plans for coming to London. I
met my mother® just 3 days before my return here, in Ostende,
to be exact, and I couldn’t make it an hour shorter, of course. Nor
could I have met her any earlier, as neither of us knew where she
would be 2-3 days before. But I was pue here on 15 September,*!
as Charles® had to leave on that day, as he in fact did. Since then,
as always when I come back from a journey, the very devil has got
into the cotton market, I have had to look after Charles’ work as
well as my own, and that is no trifle when cotton goes up in a
fortnight from 18 to 24'/,d. per pound, yarns on the other hand
by 8-9d. per pound, and telegrams of every description pour in. I
hope that is all over now, and besides Charles will come back at
the beginning of next week, so that I can gather my wits again at
last. This horrible rush has made it positively impossible for me to
write even 2 lines to you, in fact, since I've been back, I've not
been able to write a line of private correspondence at all. As soon
as ever I can, I will write at greater length; meanwhile do let me
know how you all are and how the ‘book’® is getting on. I think I
should manage to come over some time for 3x24 hours, as soon as
we have got things in order here. But our office is looking like a
pigsty, Gottfried ¢ has taken on 3 fellows for me who are absolutely
hopeless, and is holding me to the contract which says I am to
make something of them. So, you can see the way things are here.
I shall have to sack one or two of them.

Your

Kindest regards to all.

I was also ‘all ready’ among the Swabians; however, they are not
creating any School of Poetry but are cotton-spinning, or
emigrating.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .

1913 gens un am utigar Published in English for the first
time

2 Elisabeth Engels - b Charles Roesgen - ¢ Capital - ¢ Gottfried Ermen
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MARX TO ENGELS

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 19 October 1865
Dear Frep,

I shall arrive in Manchester asour 4.40 tomorrow afternoon and
will make my way to your official dwelling.?*

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stutigart, . . . .
1918 Published in English for the first
time
105

MARX TO ENGELS®
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 8 November 1865
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill

Dear Freberick,

I arrived here on Friday? evening. Strohn had pressed me very
strongly to spend some days with him, but I had too much on my
mind. I knew things were awry in London and thus wanted to be
on the spot.

The bpisarpointMENTs Mrs Lizzy® prophesied for me came true
with a vengeance. D’abord° on arrival at King’s Cross,’ my case had
gone, and I still have not got it back even now, which is
particularly annoying because of the ‘papers’ it contained, for
which I am responsible. Then I found my child® was still very
unwell. Finally, the ranoorn had been round, had made threats,
and my wife had only calmed him down with promises of my return.
The man talked of putting the ‘sroker’ into the house and also of

a 3 November - b Lizzy Burns - < Firstly - d railway station in London - ¢ Laura
Marx
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terminating the rease, which the contract admittedly entitles him to
do. All the other riff-raff appeared in the LanpLorps wake, some of
them in person, and some in the form of threatening letters. I
found my wife so pesotate that I had not the courace to explain the
TRUE STATE OF THINGS to her. And 1 really do not know what to do! And
we also have to get coals in, etc.

As well as these pisaproinTMENTS ONE Goop NEws. One of the two
aunts in Frankfurt (the one who is 73, the other® is two years
younger) has passed on, but ab intestato® (being afraid of dying if
she should make a will). I shall therefore have to share with the
other heirs, which would not have been so if there had been a will,
as she cared nothing for the others. And then another pleasant
circumstance—we have to wait for the power of attorney from Mr
Juta from the Care o Goon Hors.

All these pleasant circumstances have rather gone to my
stomach, so that I at once had myself made up some more of
Gumpert’s medicine.

Salut (to Mgrs Lizzy, too).

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart,
1913
106

MARX TO SALOMON FULD?

IN FRANKFURT AM MAIN

London, 9 November 1865
Dear Dr Fuld,

As I have lost my aunt’s private address, I am taking the liberty
of sending you the enclosed letter """ for forwarding to Madame

Babette Blum. Yours respectful]y

Dr K. Marx

First published in: Marx/Engels, Werke, Printed according to the original

Bd. 31, Berlin, 1965 . . . .
Published in English for the first

time

a Esther Kosel - b Babette Blum - © intestate
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON

{Manchester,] 13 November 1865
Dear Moor,

You should receive herewith at the same time a registered letter
with £15, which I made out on Friday and gave to our errand-boy
to attend to. I received no answer from you on Sunday, which I
found somewhat surprising, and it occurred to me that the boy
did not give me the ticket for the letter on Saturday morning.
When I looked into it today, it turned out that the wretch had
messed up the whole business with his procrastinating and still had
the letter in his pocket. That was the last straw as far as his
slovenliness was concerned, and he was sacked. I am extremely
annoyed about this, as you must meanwhile have been thinking I
had quietly put your last letter in my pocket and left things to take
their course, without writing a single word to you.

Your
F. E.
Has Edgar® gone?
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. E K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
lglgngels und an utigar Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 15 November 1865
DEear Frep,

You must excuse me for not most gratefully acknowledging
receipt of the £15 until today and for not writing to you until
tomorrow. 1 am so pressed that I cannot manage it today.

4 Edgar von Westphalen
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Little Jenny has diphtheria, but I hope it will soon be over.

As soon as you have read the enclosed letter—whose manner
and style do, incidentally, stand out most favourably from those of
the Rhineland workers—please be so good as to send it back.
Courtesy requires that it should be answered.”’

Salut.
Your
K. Marx
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. nd K. Marx, Bd. 3, , . . . .
lgll?z:ngel.s v a 3. Stuttgart Published in English for the first

time
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MARX TO HERMANN JUNG

IN LONDON

[London,] 15 November 1865

My dear Jung,

On my return from Manchester,”* I find your letter from which
I am deeply concerned to see that you are still suffering. I fear
very much that you have been always interrupting your cure by a
premature application to work.

I shall call upon at your house on Sunday afternoon. I should like
to find Dupont there since I must communicate to him different
things.

My whole family takes the most earnest interest in everything
concerning you and sends you the best wishes for your reconvales-
cence.

My compliments to Mrs Jung.

Yours fraternally
K. Marx

First published in: Marx and Engels, Reproduced from the original

W First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV, . . . .
Mct:;-fzw 1r15934 ussian Baton, Vo Published in English for the first

time
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON

Manchester, 17 November 1865
Dear Moor,

Your letter was only passed on to me yesterday evening, and I
shall be making enquiries as to how it was left lying around for so
long.

I hope little Jenny is aLL ricut again and at least has got over the
acute stage of the illness and the danger therewith. I'm sending
her a case of port, sherry and claret this evening, to restore her
strength. It gave me a real fright when I read the word
diphtheria; it is not something to be made light of.

The letter from the Berliners really took me aback.”' It has
obviously been written by someone with a lot more to him than
Wilhelmchen* and his references to the latter do not appear to be
without a certain irony. Now the letter has certainly not been
written by a worker, the mere fact that Grimm’s rules of
orthography are impeccably observed shows that, and I am just a
mite suspicious as to how genuine the thing is. At any rate, we
ought to obtain more information about the 3 signatories,
Wilhelmchen should know them at least, if the business is bona
fide. It is rather the form of the document that makes me
suspicious, the content most definitely implies the contrary. But as
you won’t in any case be going to Berlin to found a new
organisation there, it will not signify if you write to these people.
Letter returned encl.

What do you say to the wiccer-rebellion in Jamaica and the
atrocities perpetrated by the English??? The Telegraph says today:

* ‘We should be very sorry if the right was taken away from any British officer to shoot
or hang all and every British subject found in arms against the British Crown! *b

Your
F. E.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, 5 . . .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Ifubllshed in English for the first
Abt, 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 time

4 Wilhelm Liebknecht - ® The Daily Telegraph, No. 3249, 17 November 1865.
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111
MARX TO ENGELS?*?

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 20 November? 1865
Dear Engels,

Little Jenny is on the mend again now and thanks you very
much for the wine.

Regarding the financial questions, it would be futile to approach
Dronke about it. To have some peace with the LanpLorp, and that is
at the root of it all, I have persuaded him to take a bill of
exchange up till the mlddle of February for the current quarter,
for which I owe him = 5 - As for the other creditors, I have satisfied
the most pressing with the £15 and am considering ways and
means of putting together at least an instalment for the others.
Your offer is very generous, and as soon as my work” is finished
and out, the remainder will have to be made up through other
commitments, or if that should not succeed, although I fully expect it
wil, we shall have to move somewhere cheaper, perhaps to
Switzerland.

The Berlin letter is genuine.”' Some days after it arrived, I
received a letter about it from Liebknecht, who is in continuous
contact with the Berliners. It also emerges from Liebknecht’s letter
that those curs from the Social-Demokrat would oh so dearly love
to resume their ties with us. The kind of illusions Liebknecht is for
ever indulging in can be seen from the following passage:

*‘The people that have applied to you from Berlin, are our friends. If you
could come, show yourself but once—the gain would be immense. Come if it is
possible.’*

Surely Liebknecht ought to know that even if I could go to
Berlin ar present, just as a visiror, I would have to be completely
quiet and keep myself to myself and not address workers’ clubs! #*

Liebknecht also writes:

*‘Professor Eckardt’* (now the ‘principal’ radical in the south, as a letter from
Stumpf in Mainz makes clear) *‘of Mannheim places the Wochenblait® at our disposal.
He would be delighted if you and Engels were to write for it a few articles, but not too
strong.’ *

The Workman’s Advocate is as weak as ever. However, it must
have some appeal as it appeared in a larger format last week. I
know no more details, as I shall be present at the Association

a In the original: October. - b Capital - ¢ Deutsches Wochenblatt
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again for the first time tomorrow. The Parisians have published a
report on the conference together with the programme we drew up
for the next congress. It appeared in all the liberal, quasi-liberal
and republican papers in Paris.*® You will see what a friendly
reception it had from the following report by Fox on the last
meeting of our Counci. which I am cutting out of The Workman’s
Advocate for you. Our Parisians are somewhat taken aback that the
para. on Russia and Poland which they did not wish to have, is the
very one to create the biggest stir.®® I hope that you will now use
some of your leisure time to write the occasional article on one
subject or another for the Advocate.

The Paris publication absolves me from the trouble of writing a
report on France.

The Jamaican business is typical of the utter turpitude of the
‘reue Encrisnman’?? These fellows are as bad as the Russians in
every respect. But, says the good old Tiumes, these pamnep rocuEs
ENJOYED ‘ALL THE LIBERTIES oF aN ANcLo-Saxon Constrrution.® Le. they
ENJOYED THE LiBERTY, amongst others, of having their hides taxed to
raise money for the pranters to import cooues and thus depress
their own labour market below the minimum. And these English
curs with their sensibilities sent up an outcry about ‘Beast Butler’
for hanging one man! and refusing to allow the former planters’
diamond-spangled yellow womenfolk to spit in the faces of the
Feoerat soroiers! The Irish affair®” and the Jamaica sutcheries were
all that was needed after the American war'' to complete the
unmasking of English hypocrisy!

Please do not forget to obtain the necessary data from Knowles
for me (and as soon as possible). Averace weekry waces, either for a
MULE SPINNER, OF for a female turosTLE spinner; how much yarn (or
cotton, that is, including the déchet® that is lost in spinning) is spun
per week o avirace by an averace numser (or, for that matter, any
number) by each individual; and then, of course, an arbitrary
(corresponding to the labour-wage) price for the cotton and the
price of yarn. I cannot write out the second chapter®® until I have
these details.

Ernest Jones’ address is now 47 Princess Street.

Salut.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, S t, . - S
lglsnge b ax ruttgar Published in English in full for the

first time

@ The Times, No. 25347, 20 November 1865. - P waste - ¢ of Capital
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MARX TO HERMANN JUNG **°
IN LONDON

[London,] 20 November 1865
*My dear Jung,
The following are the questions:

I. Questions relating to the Association

1) Questions relating to its organisation.*

2) The establishment of friendly societies for the members of
the Association.—Moral and material support to be given to the
Association’s orphans.

I1. * Social Questions*

1) Co-operative labour.

2) Reduction of the hours of labour.

3) Female and children’s labour.

4) * Trades Unions.* Their past, their present, and their future.

5) Combination of efforts, by means of the International
Association, in the struggle between capital and labour.

6) International Credit: foundation of international credit institu-
tions, their form and their mode of operation.

7) Direct and Indirect Taxation.

8) Standing armies and their effects upon production.

I11. *International Politics* _

The need to eliminate Muscovite influence in Europe by
applying the right of self-determination of nations, and the
re-establishment of Poland upon a democratic and social basis.

IV. A Question of Philosophy

The religious idea and its relation to social, political, and
intellectual development.

*The other resolutions as to the Congress etc. you find in the
number of The Workman’s Advocate which contains the report on
the three days’ sittings of the Conference.*®

Don’t forget to ask for an official report on Vésinier.

Send me the address of Kaub which I have mislaid.

Yours fraternally *

K. Marx
First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV, Passages enclosed between asterisks
Moscow, 1934 are reproduced from the English

original, the remaining text is
translated from French
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MARX TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT

IN LEIPZIG=
[London,] 21 November 1865

My dear Miller,®

Since the conference?* held at this place I fell again very sick.
Afterwards I had to leave London for family affairs.?*® Hence my
protracted silence. As to your report, I could not lay it before the
conference, because I was too personally introduced in it.?®' As to
your Berlin speech, there were some very disagreeable blunders in
it which could only emanate from yourself, because they alluded
to facts only known to you, but half forgotten and wrongly
reproduced by you.© But this is a thing of the past.

I have received the Berlin letter, and I shall answer to it.?%! I
have at present neither the time nor the means to go to Berlin.
Even if I could, you know very well that all and every sort of
agitation would be out of the question. The Prussian government
has not in vain declared that the amnesty, as far as I was
concerned, still excluded me from Prussia, and only gave me leave
to travel as a Foreigner through the Bismarckian world."*

The Workman’s Advocate I shall send you one of these days some
numbers of. You can write to it on every subject you please, social
or political. Till now it is a paper of good will, but very mediocre
still. Of course, myself had and have not yet the time to contribute
to it, although I am one of its Directors.”?® (By my continual
relapse into damned ill health I was forced to interrupt the
finishing of my book? and must now apply to it all my time, part
of which is, with all that, absorbed by the International Associa-
tion.) Engels has promised to contribute ® but not yet done so. And
the same is the case with other people.

The Conference has resolved that a Public Congress is to take
place at the end of May, at Geneva. A programme of questions to
be there debated, has been resolved upon.’ But nobody can assist
who does not belong to a society connected with us, and being sent
as a delegate of such society. I now call upon you wvery seriously (I

2 The letter bears the stamp: International Working Men’s Association / Central
Council / London - b Liebknecht’s conspiratorial pseudonym - ¢ See this volume,
p- 176. - 4 Capital - ¢ See this volume, pp. 198-99, 205. - f See previous letter.

9-1196
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shall do the same at Mayence through Stumpf, and shall write to
the Berliners® on it) to enter the Association with some men, few
or many, we do not care. I shall send you cards which I have
prepaid, so that you can give them away. But now work! Every
soctety (whatever its number) can enbody itself by paying 5 shilling
in the block. The cards, on the contrary, which cost each 1 shilling,
give the right of individual membership, which is important for all
workingmen going to Foreign countries. But treat this money
matter as quite secondary. The principal thing is to get up
members, individual or societies, in Germany. On the congress,
Solingen was the.only place represented (they had given power of
delegation to our old friend Becker,” whom you are very mistaken
in if you consider him as a tool of Megira Hatzfeldt).

The programme (of questions to be lead before Congress) I
shall send you in my next letter. All the Paris liberal and
republican papers have made great fuss about our Association.
Henri Martin, the well known historian, had a most enthusiastic
leader about it in the Siecle!® I have heard nothing of
Quenstedt.”

A thing which will rather surprise you, is this: Shortly before the
arrival of workingmen’s letter from Berlin, I received from that
very same place—‘centre et foyer des lumiéres’ of course—a letter
on the part of — Lothar Bucher, inviting me to become the London
money article writer of the Preussische Staatsanzeiger, and giving me
to understand that everybody, der noch bei Lebzeiten im Staat
wirken will, ‘sich an die Regierung ralliiren’ muss.® I have
answered him by a few lines which he is not likely to exhibit.?%* Of
course, you must not publish in the papers this affair, but you can
communicate it, under the seal of discretion, to your friends.

Freiligrath’s London shop—viz. the London branch of the Bank
of Switzerland —will be shut up, never to be opened again, before
1866.

Give my best compliments to Madame and Alice.!

Yours truly
A. Williams#

2 August Vogt, Sigfrid Meyer, Theodor Metzner -b Johann Philipp Becker
- ¢ centre and hearth of enlightenment - 4 who wishes to be active in the state during
his lifetime must ‘rally to the government’ - € See this volume, p. 208. - { Ernestine
and Alice Liebknecht -8 Marx’s conspiratorial pseudonym
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Some curious letters, written long time since, during his stay at
London, by Bernhard Becker to Dr Rode have fallen into my
hands.

I have opened this letter again, and by that operation somewhat
torn it, in order to add that, during the past spring I had sent a
letter to Dr Kugelmann, together with cards of membership for
our Association.* I have received no answer on his part.**® The
letter of which you speak has never arrived at my hands. Please,
write him on this affair. If he writes to me, let him do so under
the address of ‘A. Williams, Esq.’, and not the other one.

First published in: Marx and Engels, Reproduced from the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXIX,"

Moscow, 1946 and in the language of the

original, English, in: Wilhelm Licbknecht.

Briefwechsel mit Karl Marx und Friedrich

Engels, The Hague, 1963
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MARX TO CESAR DE PAEPE %5
IN BRUSSELS

[London, about 25 November 1865]

I. Questions relating to the Association

1) Question of organisation.
2) System of friendly societies for the members of the Associa-
tion. Moral and material support for the Association’s orphans.

I1. Soctal questions

1) Co-operative labour.

2) Reduction of the hours of labour.

3) Children’s labour.

4) [Trades’ Unions,] their past, their present, and their future.

5) [Combination] of efforts, by means of the International
Association, in the struggle between capital and labour.

6) International credit, banking institution, mode of operation.

7) Direct and indirect taxation.

8) Standing armies and their effects upon production.’

a Marx is referring to his letter to Kugelmann of 23 February 1865 (see this
volume, pp. 101-06). - b The French text mistakenly has here: ‘Association’.

93
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IT1. Questions of International Politics

The need to reduce Muscovite influence in Europe by applying
the rights of self-determination of nations, and the re-establishment
of Poland upon a democratic and social basis.

IV. Question of Philosophy

The religious idea and irs relation to social, political and
intellectual development.

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the Minutes
Works, Second Russian Editdon, Vol. 31, of the meeting of the Brussels
Moscow, 1963 section of the International Work-

ing Men’s Association of 25
November 1865

Translated from the French

Published in English for the first
time
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ENGELS TO MARX?*?
IN LONDON

Manchester, 1 December 1865
Dear Moor,

Enclosed on the new month’s account a further two five-pound
notes, please to confirm receipt to me at 86 Mornington Street or
if possible telegraph tomorrow early in the morning to 7 Southgate,
as I'm not registering the letter this time because of the fuss.

As far as I can tell from the German newspapers, Prof. Eckardt®
is a South German democrat, one of the Swabians and Bavarians
who seceded from the National Association.’ It is not clear to me
how we are supposed to collaborate with him, it’s something like
Kolatschek.

That the gentlemen from the Social-Demokrat would like to
resume their ties with us is typical of that riff-raff. They think
everyone is as much of a swine as they are. Bismarck seems to
have realised how powerless they are and therefore to have
thrown them out, so at last there’s a trial and Schweitzer has been

2 See this volume, p. 198.
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sentenced to 1 year of imprisonment.”® B. Becker has now also
detached himself from Schweitzer and given up his post as
President of Mankind, so that everything is now falling apart just
splendidly. So that it was not our intervention, but our non-
intervention that put paid to the whole caboodle. This no doubt
means that ‘Lassalleanism’ in its official form will soon come to the
end of the line.

Every post brings news of worse atrocities in Jamaica.” The
letters from the English officers about their heroic deeds against
unarmed NiGGeRs are beyond words. Here the spirit of the English
army is at last expressing itself quite uninhibitedly. “TuE sorpiers
injoy 1. Even  The Manchester Guardian has had to come out
against the authorities in Jamaica this time.

Regarding The Workman’s Advocate, 1 will see what can be done,
meanwhile perhaps you could send the paper to me. You have no
notion at all of the trouste and chasing around involved here in
obtaining these pennv weekLy parers Which are not worth the bother
to the newsacents. You still do not get them even if you order and
pay for them in advance. Or put Mgs Burns down for a
subscription with an order for the rarer to be sent here by post.

Every good wish to Mgs and Missgs.
Your

F. E.
G/P 62563. London, 4 August 1865—4£5
E/M 35757. Liverpool, 15 May “—75
How much is the bill for that you accepted, and when is it due?

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
. d K. M Bd. , . .
F. Engels und K. Mars 3. Stuttgart Published in English in full for the

1913 . .
first time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

5

Dear Fren, [London, 2 December 1865]
I found your letter just as I arrived home (I was at the
Museum?® where I had some things to look up). I've just TiMe to

a the British Museum Library
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acknowledge the £10 with best thanks. I shall write more
tomorrow.
Salut and compLiMents to Mgs Lizzy.®

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. E . .3, , . . . .
lglgngels und K. Mars, Bd. 3, Stutigart Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 26 December 1865

Dgar Frep,

Please forgive me for not thanking you on behalf of the ramiy
for the Curistmas present until today, and indeed for not writing at
all for so long. I have been so very BoTHERED ALL THAT TIME ovir and
have wasted so much time dashing this way and that, transactions
right and left to satisfy A, and thereby falling into the clutches of
B, etc., that my work has been chiefly confined to the night,
and the good intention to deal with correspondence the next day
comes to grief every day.

With regard to the Internavronar Association and all that that
entails, it has consequently been weighing down on me like an
iveusus, and I would be glad to be able to get rid of it. But that is
impossible, least of all at the present time. On the one hand,
sundry bourgeois—Mr. Hughes, M.P., at their head—have
conceived the idea of turning The Workman’s Advocate into a
proper funded paper, and as one of the pirecrors I must waTen THE
TRANSACTIONS, tO prevent rour rLay.?®® On the other hand, the Reform
League, one of the organisations we founded, has had a trium-
phant success at the St Martin’s Hall meerine, the largest and most
purely working-class mesrine that has taken place since I have been
living in London. The people from our Commitree were at the head

a Lizzy Burns
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of it and put forward our ideas.? If I resigned tomorrow, the
bourgeois element, which looks at us with displeasure in the wings
(voreron inFiDELs), would have the upper hand. With the complete
failure of the workers’ movement in Germany, the workers’
elements in Switzerland have grouped themselves all the more
around the sections of the InternaTionar Association there. In the
middle of this month first number of the Journal de I'Association
Internationale des Travailleurs. Section de la Suisse Romande appeared
in Geneva, and a German organ®® will shortly appear under the
editorship of Becker,” which has a chance on account of the
Nordstern’s demise and the discrediting of the Social-Demokrat.
(Old Becker is desperate for articles and has asked me to write
urgently to you about it, as pro nunc® he has no contributors.)
Finally, in France the Association is making great progress, in the
absence of any other centres of movement. So, if I were to resign
in these circumstances, I should be doing very serious damage to
the cause; but, on the other hand, since I have so little time just
now, it is no trifle for me: asour 3 Mmrerines in the West End or the
City, every week first a session of the Interwationar Counch, then of
the stanping commirtee,?! then of the prectors Or suarenoLpers of The
Workman’s Advocate! And in addition all manner of writing to do.

I have had a few lines from Liebknecht. He is living at 2
Gerichtsweg, Leipzig, to be addressed as ]. Miller,© Esq. Things
seem to be going badly with him as usual, but he seems to have
some prospect of getting a position as a lexicographer, as well as
of being granted civic rights in Leipzig, and becoming one of
Beust’s subjects.

Dr Kugelmann has also written to me.** Justus Mbser’s
successor, the present mayor of Osnabriick, Mr Miquel, has now
openly turned renegade; for the moment with bourgeois leanings,
but ‘already’ veering in the aristocratic direction. A certain
Wedekind, formerly consul somewnere, rolling in money and an
enthusiastic National-Association member,'*? has rewarded him for
his merits by making him his son-in-law. Kugelmann has seen
‘gentle Heinrich’® in Cologne. He is now cosily installed as editor
of the Rheinische Zeitung. He complained that I had not visited
him in Cologne and was treating him as a ‘turncoat’, etc. He
claimed always to have ‘kept faith with the “cause”’ and only to be
working with the bourgeoisie against the aristocracy now ‘to
promote the evolution and clarification of the class contradictions’

2 Johann Philipp Becker - at present - ¢ Liebknecht’s conspiratorial pseudo-
nym - 4 Heinrich Biirgers
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(which in a speech in Cologne scarcely a year ago he declared
NON-EXISTENT), €tc.

Bonaparte appears to me shakier than ever. The business with
the students®” is symptomatic of ominous signs of conflict in the
army itself, but above all the Mexico affair?’® and that original sin
of the Lower Evrire,” debts! Nor has the fellow managed to pull off
a single coup in the past year. Indeed things have reached such a
pass with him that Bismarck figures as a rival to him!

Palmerston’s death has obviously been a blow here. If he were
still alive, Governor Eyre would have been awarded the ordre
pour le mérite!

Freiligrath is also ending the year with tremendous bad luck.
Jew Reinach has closed down the business here, with a great
brouhaha, coming to London expressly for the purpose.” Freili-
grath, who owed the bank money anyway, suffered the further
misfortune that 3 days before the arrwvaL of the mighty Reinach
one of his clerks absconded with £150. But still the old boy has
got powerful protection To rarL Back vron. His Plonplonist®* friends
in Paris (e.g. excoroner Kiss, who married the daughter of the
former French minister Thouvenel, a millionaire, and is now at
the head of an enormous company) will find a new position for
him soon enough.

Happy New Year! To Mgs Lizzy, too.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . , .
1913 Published in English in full for the
first time
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MARX TO ENGELS?*"

IN MANCHESTER

[London, end of 1865-beginning of 1866]

Appendix
While I was last staying in Manchester *** you once asked me to
explain differential calculus. The thing will be quite clear to you

* the designation of the Byzantine Empire; used figuratively it means any state
experiencing decline - b See this volume, pp. 158, 164. - ¢ Lizzy Burns
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from the following example. The whole of differential calculus
arose originally from the task of drawing tangents through any

point on any curve. So, that is the example I am going to use for
you,

Assume that the line nAe is any curve whose nature (whether
it's a parabola, ellipse, etc.) is unknown to us and on which a
tangent is to be drawn at point m.

Ax is the axis. We drop the perpendicular mP (the ordinate)
onto the abscissa Ax. Now assume that point n is the infinitely
closest point on the curve beside m. If I drop a perpendicular np
onto the axis, p must be the infinitely closest point to P and np
the infinitely closest parallel line to mP. Now drop an infinitely
small perpendicular mR onto np. If you now take the abscissa
AP...x and the ordinate mP...y, then np=mP (or Rp), increased by
an infinitely small increment [nR], or [nR]=dy (differential of y)
and mR (=Pp)=dx. Since the part of the tangent mn is infinitely
small, it coincides with the corresponding part of the curve itself. I
can therefore regard mnR as a A(triangle), and the AmnR and
mTP are similar triangles. Therefore: dy (=nR):dx(=mR)=
=y(mP): PT (which is the subtangent of the tangent Tn). Thus, the

dx

subtangent PT=y & We now have a general differential equation

for drawing the tangent at any points on any curves. If I am now
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to operate with this equation and to determine through it the
length of the subtangent PT (once I have found this, I merely
need to connect the points T and m by a straight line in order to
have the tangent), so I need to know the specific character of the
curve. According to its character (parabola, ellipse, cissoid, etc.), it
will have a distinct form of general equation for its ordinate and
abscissa at any point, which one can find in algebraic geometry.
Thus, if the curve mAo, e.g., is a parabola, I know that y* (y=the
ordinate at any given point)=ax, where a is the parameter of the
parabola and x is the abscissa corresponding to the ordinate .

If T put this value for y into the equation PT=>;—y ,» I must
then work out dy, ie. to find the differential of y (which
represents an infinitely small increment of y). If y?*=ax I know
from the differential calculus that from d(y*)= d(ax) (I have to
differentiate both sides of the equation, of course), it follows that

yd
2y dy=a dx (d always means differential). Thus dx~-—-—y. If 1 put
a

this value of dx into the formula PT=~y§, I get

nidy  2F . 9 2ax
=——= (since y’=ax) =—a—=2x. Or the subtangent of
a

ady
any point m on the parabola=twice the abscissa of the same point.
The differential values are cancelled in the operation.

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, Second Russian Edition, Vol. 31, . . . .
Moscow, 1963 Published in English for the first

time
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON
Manchester, 4 January 1866°

Dear Moor,

£10 encl. in 2 Bank-of-England notes. How stands it with bill of
exchange for Lanprorp? Tell me how much and date when due, so
that 1 may make my dispositions.

That malicious compilation of Social-Demokrat garbage in the
Schulze-Delitzschite pamphlet® had already been sent me anonym-
ously from Berlin; it is always a good thing to have such a résumé
with extracts. Schulze-Delitzsch has also announced that in the
next few days he is to E)ublish a reply to Lassalle, in which he is
going to demolish him.*”?

You will already know as well that Racowita died of consump-
tion, so presumably Mamsell Donniges is once more IN THE MARKET, IF
EVER SHE WAS FAIRLY OUT OF IT.

Mr Held’s speech has also been sent me from Berlin. He’s a real
Berlin scoundrel.

Monsieur Bonaparte’s progress is most decidedly that of the
crab. The trouble in the army over Mexico?” is very serious, and
so is the student trouble in Paris.”®® It is very important that the
Paris students should take the side of the proletariat, confused
though their ideas on the subject may be. The Ecole polytechnique
will follow soon enough. It would be so splendid if the rascal lived
to see his own pownraLL, and it now almost appears that he might.
It is getting more and more rotten for Bismarck every day, too,
and, if those scoundrels in Cologne had not got him out of the
soup, it would probably already have been all up with him now.?*’

a The original has: 1865. - ® [E. Richter,] Die Geschichte der social-demokratischen
Partei in Deutschland seit dem Tode Ferdinand Lassalle’s.
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I am agog for the next parliament, the disintegration of the old
parties must surely proceed apace now. Joun Bricut 1s EvIDENTLY
BIDDING FOR OFFICE—it 1s true, I have not yet read the speech he gave
yesterday.?

Have you read Tyndall’s ‘HEAT CONSIDERED AS A MODE OF MOTION'? If
not, you should do so. A great deal of work has been done in this
field, and the matter appears to be assuming a rational shape; the
atom theory is being taken to such extremes that it must soon fall
apart.

Please don’t forget to send me The Workman’s Advocate and The
Free Press.

Regards and best wishes to your family for the New Year.

Your
F. E.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . . .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Published in English for the first
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 tme
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MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 5 January 1866

Dear Frep,

In the greatest of haste.

Best thanks for the £10.

The bill of exchange falls due on 18 February and is for £48. 1
wanted the ranprorp to draw it only for the 2 terms that were due
and not for the third one as well, which is not due until the end of
January. But he insisted.

A plot has been hatched against the Ivrernationar Association, in
which connection I need your co-operation. Further details later.
For the moment, suffice to say: Mr Le Lubez and Vésinier (the

a Engels is referring to J. Bright's speech on the Parliamentary Reform delivered at
the meeting in Rochdale on 3 January 1866, The Times, No. 25386, 4 January 1866.
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latter well aware that an vguiry into his past is in progress; he is in
Brussels again) have a French branch here?” (in ract an opposition
branch); Longuet, the editor of Rive gauche, also belongs to it, and
it is tied up wich all that pack of Proudhonists in Brussels. Vésinier
began by publishing a long screed against us in the Echo de
Verviers, or course anonymousLy.”’* Then, in the same paper which is
putting out the scanpers against our Association (among other
things, falsely calls Tolain and Fribourg Bonapartists, too), the
London sranch published a programme, a draft of future statutes,
which they, the Faithful, are going to put to the Congress.””

The real crux of the controversy is the Polish question. The
fellows have all attached themselves to the Muscovitist line
pursued by Proudhon and Herzen. I shall therefore send you the
carlier articles by the oracles in the Tribune du Peuple against
Poland and you must do a refutation, either for our papers in
Geneva (the ‘German’ one?) or for The Workman’s Advocate The
Russian gentlemen have acquired some bran-new allies in the
Proudhonised section of ‘Jeune France’.”

Your
K. M.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. Mars, Bd.
T ran ar% Bd. 3, Sutgart, Published in English in full for the

first time

121
MARX TO JOHANN PHILIPP BECKER?*
IN GENEVA¢

London, [about 13 January 1866]
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill, N. W.

My dear friend Becker,

If you are vexed with me, you have ‘every right' and at the
same time ‘no right’ to be so. (You know from Heinzen that I am
a ‘sophist’.) Apart from having some 1,200 pages of manuscript?

a Der Vorbote - ‘Young France’ - ¢ The letter bears the stamp: International
Working Men’s Association / Central Council / London. - 4 of Capital
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to copy and my publisher® grumbling at me for a long time
now, and apart from the fearful waste of time which the Central
Committee, the Stanpine Commitree?' and the Committee of Di-
rectors of The Workman’s Advocate commit me to in this
Babylon, I have had the most exceptional aggravations and
difficulties in my ‘private circumstances’ which obliged me to leave
London for a while?* and are still unresolved, etc., etc.

You will see from the enclosed note, which 1 received today (or
rather my wife did), that a parcel, which I sent to you asouvr 14
days ago, has been most commendably confiscated by the French
police. It contained chiefly ‘Manifestoes of the Communist Party’.”
Also a note from me briefly answering your questions and telling
you that Bender agreed that I should publish your appeal in
English in The Workman’s Advocate, ditto a report on activity in
Switzerland, etc.?”

The reason why we decided not to publish any official report on
the conference ***—apart from lack of money and the fact that the
Rules oblige us to present a general report to the Congress, such
double emploi® thus to be avoided — was basically that to initiate the
public in the situation, especially the very ‘fragmentary’ nature of
the conference, would do us more harm than good and provide
our opponents with a useful weapon. We knew that two members
of the Central Committee, Le Lubez and Vésinier, were just
waiting to seize this opportunity. Events have confirmed this.
Firstly, Vésinier's denunciation of the Central Committee and the
conference in L'Echo de Verviers?™ Directly following that, in the
same paper, came Le Lubez’ declaration ot principles and draft of
statutes > that he hoped to impose on the Association in the name
of the French branch he had founded in London as a
counterweight to ourselves.””” This plot has meanwhile been
frustrated. The branch has deserted its founder. Its two best men,
Longuet (editor of the Rive gauche) and Crespelle, have joined
the Central Committee. The latter has resolved that Vésinier must
either substantiate his slanders or be expelled.

I cannot send you any articles pro nunc? 1 have not an hour to
spare. Engels, however, will do so, as soon as he has seen the first
number® and knows where and how. Liebknecht will as well, from
Leipzig. I will ditto write to Dr Kugelmann in Hanover about it.
Ditto to Stumpf in Mainz.

No. 1 of Dupleix’s paper' is weak. Jung has written to him about
it.

2 Otto Meissner - » by K. Marx and F. Engels - < double work - 4 for now - ¢ of Der
Vorbote - £ Journal de U’Association Internationale des Travailleurs
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Liebknecht is living at 2 Gerichtsweg, Leipzig (address J. Miller®).

In one way the movement here has progressed well, but badly in
another respect. The Reform League we founded has held a mass
meeting for universal suffrage, bigger than I ever saw here in
London.” All the speakers were working men. The Times itself
was shocked and published 2 leading articles about the ‘ugly’
incident.® The obverse side is that this movement is demanding far
too much of our best working-class forces.

The Workman’s Advocate is weak. It will improve now that
Eccarius is editor. But there are enormous difficulties in raising
the money for it

I have received a letter from Berlin, signed by Vogt,c Metzner
and other workers, in which they give a perceptive and critical
assessment of the present state of the workers’ movement in
Germany. The only uncritical thing about it is their demand that I
should come to Berlin and take the matter in hand. Surely they
must know that the Prussian government has ‘forbidden’ me to
settle in Prussia.®

Before I hear from you by what way 1 can let you have the
‘Manifestoes’, I am going to send one experimentally via Mainz.
You may be able to make use of some things in it for your paper.

The best thing the German sections can do is for the time being
to register in Geneva and keep in continuous contact with you. As
soon as some such arrangement is made, let me know, so that at
last I can announce at least some progress in Germany here”

I am sending this letter under cover to Dupleix, on account of
the ‘French confiscation’. The Empire seems to me to be tottering.
D’abord® the business with Mexico and the Unrep States.?’” Then
the mutiny of 3 French regiments.?”® Then the student unrest.?
Bonaparte’s losing his head, as manifested in his row with England
about the renewal of the ‘extradition treaty’*" and his banning of
the lickspittling ‘Indépendance belge’. Finally, the trade crisis which
will be greatly hastened by the present English, resp. European,
overimporting to the Unrrep States.

Best greetings from wife and children.
Your

K. Marx

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original

W First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV, . . -

M(l));‘:%w, 115934 usstan Laiion, Yo P'ubhs.hed in English in full for the
first time

a conspiratorial pseudonym of Wilhelm Liebknecht - ¥ The Times, Nos. 25367 and
25368, 13 and 14 December 1865. - ¢ August Vogt - 4 See this volume, p. 201.
- ¢ Firstly
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122
MARX TO ENGELS?*

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 15 January 1866*

Dzear Frep,

Laura quite forgot to send you the Tribunes® which I had put
out ready a week ago. She is today making amends for her
negligence. Ditto a Workman’s Advocate.

I am enclosing with this letter:

1. Communication from the publisher in Vienna.© (You musi
send this back.)?’

2. Dr Kugelmann.

3. Meyer* from Berlin. (I have only written back to these pe-
ople today. Time is so very short.)**

In the meantime, we have crushed the wretched plot hatched by
Vésinier in Belgium*™* and by Le Lubez in London. The editor of
the Rive gauche and friend of Rogeard, Longuet, also Mr
Crespelle—the two most intelligent members of the branch
founded by Le Lubez?”—have joined our Central Committee. His
branch has declared itself against him, for us. The Ce~traL
COMMI'ITEE HAS SUMMONED VES]NIER ‘TO SUBSTANTIATE HIS ACCUSATIONS OR TO BE
expecLed’. The fellow reproaches us in the Echo de Verviers among
other things for:

‘II' (le comité) ‘a été chargé d'un des plus grands intéréts de 'humanité et il
abandonne de gaieté de coeur le but sublime pour dégénérer en comité des
nationalités & la remorque du bonapartisme.

And this degeneration was in fact made manifest in us by our
statement in favour of Poland, against Russia.?®®

‘Cédant a des influences ficheuses’f (the idiot imagines the Polish § of the
programme originated from the PARIS DELEGATES, whereas the latter sought in
every possible way to get rid of it as ‘inopportune’), ‘il a inscrit dans le programme
du Congrés de Genéve des questions en dehors du but de l'association et contraires
au droit, a la justice, a la liberté, a la fraternité, a la solidarité des peuples et des

2 The original has: 1865. -  La Tribune du Peuple containing a series of articles by
H. Denis, entitled ‘La question polonaise et la démocratie’. - ¢ Arnold Hilberg
- @ Sigfrid Meyer - ¢ ‘“They’ (the Committee) ‘were charged with one of mankind’s
greatest concerns but are frivolously abandoning their lofty goal in order to
degenerate into a committee of nationalities in tow to Bonapartism.” - ¥ ‘Succumbing to
pernicious influences’
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races, telles que celles: “D’anéantir I'influence russe en Europe etc.”, et cela juste
au moment ot les serfs russes et polonais viennent d’étre émancipés par la Russie,
tandis que les nobles et les prétres polonais ont toujours refusé d’accorder la liberté
aux leurs. On conviendra au moins que le moment est mal choisi. Avant
d’approuver ces articles les membres anglais du comité auraient bien dd se
demander §'il ne serait pas aussi urgent de mettre un terme aux progres effrayants
du paupérisme anglais, de la prostitution des ouvrieres, et de la misere des ouvriers
de la Grande Bretagne, de la famine et du dépeuplement de I'Irlande etc.! Quant
au membre allemand du comité, qu'il nous dise aussi si I'influence de la politique
de M. de Bismarck n’aurait pas aussi besoin d’étre anéantie en Europe; la Prusse et
I'Autriche ne sont-elles pas copartageantes de la Pologne et solidaires du crime de
la Russie contre cette nation malheureuse? Et quant aux préiendus délégués de
Paris, sont-ils bien venus de flétrir Iinfluence russe, alors que les soldats de
Bonaparte occupent Rome qu’ils ont bombardée, massacrant les défenseurs de la
république mexicaine apres avoir détruit la république frangaise? Que 'on compare
les fautes et les crimes commis par les gouvernements, et 'on sera convaincu qu'il
ne faut mettre aucun peuple au ban de l'humanité pour les forfaits de ses
oppresseurs, que le devoir du comité central était de proclamer la solidarité, la
fraternité entre tous les peuples, et non d'en meitre un seul dentre eux au ban de

UEurope.’?
He then appended this lie:

‘Cette faute énorme a déja eu de fatales conséquences: les Polonais ont
demandé en masse a faire partie du Comité, et sous peu ils seront en immense
majorité.’> (CAPTAIN Bobczyfiski is the only one who is on it— Holtorp doesn’t count

a ‘they included in the programme for the Geneva Congress questions not
concerning the goal of the Association and contrary to law, justice, liberty,
fraternity and the solidarity of peoples and races, such as: “the elimination of
Russian influence in Europe etc.”; and this they did at the very moment when the
Russian and Polish serfs had just been emancipated by Russia, whereas the Polish
nobility and priests have always refused to grant freedom to their own. It will at
least be agreed that the moment was ill-chosen. Before approving these articles, the
English members of the committee should have really asked themselves if it was not
a matter of equal urgency to put an end to the frightening increase in English
pauperism, in the prostitution of working women and the misery of working men
in Great Britain, in famine and depopulation in Ireland, etc.! As for the German
members of the committee, let them also tell us whether the influence of Mr
Bismarck’s policy in Europe does not equally merit elimination; do not Prussia and
Austria have an equal share in the partitioning of Poland, are they not equally
responsible for Russia’s crime against that unfortunate nation? As for the self-styled
delegates from Paris, does it come well from them to condemn the influence of Russia,
when Bonaparte’s soldiers are occupying Rome, which they have bombarded, are
massacring the defenders of the Mexican republic, having already destroyed the
French republic? If one compares the misdeeds and crimes committed by
governments, one is persuaded that no people should be put beyond the pale of
humanity for the infamies of its oppressors, and that it was the duty of the Central
Committee to proclaim solidarity and fraternity among all peoples, and not to put one of
them alone beyond the pale of Europe’ - ® ‘“This enormous error has already had dire
consequences: the Poles have asked to join the Committee en masse and before long
they will represent the overwhelming majority.’
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and is himself conspiring with Le Lubez.) ‘Déja ils ne se font pas faute de dire
qu'ils se serviront de UAssociation pour aider au rétablissement de leur nationalité,
sans s'occuper de la question de I'émancipation des travailleurs.’?

The Poles—they had just sent a deputation to see us—burst out
laughing when these passaces were read out. We are commemorat-
ing their revolution on 23 January.?®

You will be amused by wiseacke Denis’ concluding prayer to
Proudhon®® This sensationaL writir has done great harm with his
little bit of learning and with his Lassalle-like trumpeting of
scholarship, of which he had no conception, with his spurious
critical superiority over the socIALIST SECTARIANS.

Le Lubez is of no account. Fox rightly calls him ‘Le pére
enfantin’,” but Vésinier is just the fellow for the Russians. Of little
merit as a writer, as his Vie du Nouveau César and his other
pamphlets attacking Bonaparte show. But with talent, great
RHETORICAL PowER, much energy and above all unscrupulous through
and through.

Ult.
Salut Your
K. M.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
I zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . . L
;uggﬁt,mlg 13 nf:;d ulr:] full it:lm MEGA Published in English in full for the
Abt. II1, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time
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MARX TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT'

IN LEIPZIG®

[London,] 15 January 1866
Dear Lisrary,?

Happy New Year!
You must excuse my silence, ditto the brevity of these lines of
mine. You will not believe how soruerep I am for time.

2 Already they do not shrink from saying that they will make use of the
Association to help to restore their nationhood, without concerning themselves with
the question of the emancipation of the workers.” - b ‘Le pére enfantin’ (The childish
father’)—a pun on ‘Pére Enfantin’ (‘Father Enfantin’). An allusion to Le Lubez’
efforts to imitate the chief representative of the Saint-Simonian school, Barthélemy
Prosper Enfantin. - ¢ The letter bears the stamp: International Working Men’s
Association / Central Council / London - 4 nickname for Wilhelm Liebknecht
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Indisposition, for ever recurring periodically, all manner of
unfortunate mischances, demands made on me by the InTErvaTiONAL
Association, etc., have confiscated every free moment I have for
writing out the fair copy of my manuscript.* I hope to be able to
take Volume I of it to the publisher® for printing myself in
March. (The whole thing, the two volumes, will, however, appear
simultaneously®®® This is good.)

So, this very much by way of summary.

Today I am sending you by post the 2 latest issues of The
Workman’s Advocate, of which Eccarius is now editor. If, as I hope,
you send any articles for it, please do so to me (political, social, as
you will).

I also enclose carps or memsersurr for you. I have paid for them
You can therefore give them to whomever you like, and have only
to inscribe the name and after the £, put 0, but after the 0s., 1d.

The conditions, ceneraLLy, are these: a society as such that wishes
to join has an Association collective membership Card, for which 5s.
per year is to be paid. But, if all the members join individually,
they have to take out cards of the kind I am sending you. This is
advantageous for workers. The cards serve as a passport abroad,
and their confréres® in London, Paris, Brussels, Lyons, Geneva, etc.,
will get jobs for them.

The Association has made great progress. It already has 1
official English paper, The Workman’s Advocate, a Brussels one, La
Tribune du Peuple, a French one in Geneva, Journal de I’Association
Internationale des Travailleurs, Section de la Suisse Romande, and a
German one in Geneva, Der Vorbote, which will be appearing in a
few days. Address: 6 rue du Mole, Genf, J. P. Becker, in case you
want to write to the old man occasionally (as I hope you will).

I am now hoping you will soon make it possible for me to
announce the foundation of a Leipzig section and enable me to
present correspondence. (In English. It can then be used in The
Workman’s Advocate as well.) The number is not important,
although THE MORE, THE BETTER.

If people want to join en masse, as a society, you will see that the
total price of 5s., which they have to pay annually, is nothing.

J. P. Becker writes to me*:

‘Sections are going to be formed in Leipzig, Gotha, Stuttgart and Nuremberg;

shall we register them here for the time being, until there is a large number and a
Central Committee has been formed in Germany?’ 278

a Capital - ® Otto Meissner - ¢ See this volume, p. 224. - d colleagues - ¢ J. Ph.
Becker to Karl Marx, 18 December 1865
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I have replied in the affirmative®* However, since there can be
several branches in one town, you and your people can establish
links direct with us.

I have had a second letter from the Berliners.” I am at last
writing to them today.”® Ditto to Dr Kugelmann.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

I will let you know next time what questions are to be dealt with
at the Geneva Congress at the end of May.™®

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXIX,
Moscow, 1946
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MARX TO LUDWIG KUGELMANN %

IN HANOVER

London, 15 January 1866
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill

Dear Friend,

A happy New Year and best thanks for your kind letter.

You must excuse the brevity of these lines on account of my
being excessively busy at present. I'll write more fully next time.

I am endosing two cards®’ and will let you know in my next
letter which questions are to be dealt with at the public congress in
Geneva at the end of May.?¢

Our Association has made great progress. It already has 3
official organs, one in London, The Workman’s Advocate, one in
Brussels, La Tribune du Peuple, one put out by the French section
in Switzerland, Journal de UAssociation Internationale des Travailleurs,
Section de la Suisse Romande (Geneva), and in a few days time a
journal is to be put out by the German-Swiss section, Der Vorbote,

a See this volume, p. 215. - b August Vogt, Sigfrid Meyer and Theodor Metzner
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under the editorship of J. P. Becker. (Address: 6 rue du Mole,
Genf, . P. Becker, in case you wanted to send him an occasional
article, political or social).

We have succeeded in attracting into the movement the only
really big workers’ organisation, the English ‘Trape Untons', which
previously concerned themselves exclusively with the wage ques-
tion. With their help, the English society we founded to achieve
Universar  Surrrace® (half of its Central Committee consists of
members—working men—of our Central Committee) held a giant
mertinG 2 few weeks ago, at which only working men spoke.*®” You
can tell what effect it had from the fact that the reapers of two
successive issues of The Times were concerned with this meeriNG.”

As regards my work,® I am now busy 12 hours a day writing out
the fair copy. I am thinking of taking the manuscript of the first
volume to Hamburg myself in March and using the opportunity to
see you.

I was much amused by the antics of Justus von Méoser’s
successor. How wretched a man of talent must be who seeks and
finds satisfaction in trivialities of that kind!*®

As regards Biirgers, he is doubtless well-meaning, but weak. It is
not much over a year ago that he declared at a public meerve in
Cologne (it appeared in print in the Cologne papers) that
Schulze-Delitzsch had ‘solved’ the social question once and for all
and that only personal friendship for me had induced him (Biirgers)
to stray onto the tangled paths of communism! After such public
statements, could I regard him as other than a ‘renegade’?

Your most sincere friend
K. Marx

First published abridged in Die Neue Zeit, Printed according to the original
Bd. 2, Nr. 1, Stuttgart, 1901-1902 and in

full in Pisma Marksa k Kugelmanu (Letters

of Marx to Kugelmann), Moscow-

Leningrad, 1928

2 the Reform League - ® The Times, Nos. 25367 and 25368, 13 and 14 December
1865. - ¢ Capital - ¢ Johannes von Miquel - ¢ See this volume, pp. 207-08.
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125

MARX TO SIGFRID MEYER
IN BERLIN

[London,] 24 January 1866

Dear Friend,

At the same time as I sent the cards to you, I wrote a detailed
letter to Mr Vogt.® I thought I was being very clever in using two
different addresses. The only error I may possibly have committed
is to have put No. 6 instead of 16 in Vogt’s address.”®

I should therefore be grateful if you would enquire at the Post
Office and inform me of the results. Since I wrote to you,™ a
fresh carbuncle has developed in a spot that is very painful when I
sit, so that after my daily labour of fair-copying my manuscript®
for the publisher,” I am extraordinarily exhausted.

Your
K. M.
First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
W Fi ian Edition, Vol. XXV, . . .
M(‘)):f')w 115(;3;2 ussian Editon, Yo Published in English for the first
’ time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 26 January 1866

Dear Moor,

What is holding me up is that I have no material and hardly any
recollection either about the way in which the emancipation of the
serfs was finally carried out in Russia, what land the peasant
received, who paid for it, what his present de facto relation is to

a August Vogt - b Capital - © Otto Meissner
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the landowner, etc., etc. I have undoubtedly seen the earlier plans
of the nobility and the emperor,® but not the definitive implemen-
tation. Have you any material on it"?

Your
F. E.

N.B. I shall not refer directly to the article in the 1864 Tribune*
cela serait lui faire trop d’honneur?

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
Iglgnge “ ans utga Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 10 February 1866

Dear Fritz,

It was a close shave this time. My family did not know how
sérieux the cas® was. If the matter recurs in that form three or four
times more, I shall be a dead man. I am marvellously wasted away
and still damned weak, not in the mind but about my loins and in
my legs. The doctors are quite right to think that excessive work at
night has been the chief cause of this relapse. But I cannot tell
these gentlemen the reasons that force this extravagance on
me—nor would it serve any purpose to do so. At this moment, I
have all kinds of litde progeny about my person, which is painful
but no longer in the least dangerous.

What was most loathsome to me was the interruption in my
work,! which had been going splendidly since Janvary lst, when I
got over my liver complaint. There was no question of ‘sitting’, of

a Alexander H- b See this volume, pp. 212-13. - < H. Denis, ‘La question polonaise
et la démocratie’, La Tribune du Peuple, Nos. 41-43, 45, 46; 5, 26 March, 17 April, 29
May, 30 June 1864. - ¢ that would be doing it too great an honour - € serious the
case - f on Capital
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lying down, I was able to forge ahead, even if only for short
periods of the day. I could make no progress with the really
theoretical part. My brain was not up to that. I therefore
elaborated the section on the ‘Working-Day’ from the historical
point of view, which was not part of my original plan. What I have
now ‘inserted’ supplements your book?® (sketchily) up to 1865 (and
I say so in a note®) and fully justifies the discrepancy between
your estimation of the future and what will actually happen.
Therefore, as soon as my book appears, it is necessary to have the
second edition of your book, which will be easy in the cir-
cumstances. I shall provide the necessary theory. Regarding the
additional historical supplement, which you should give as an
appendix to your book, all the material, excepting the ‘Facrory
Rerorts’” the ‘Children’s Employment Commission Reports’ and the
‘Board of Health Reports’© is utter trash and scientifically unusable.
Your energy being undiminished by carbuncles, you will easily
cope with this material within 3 months.

As far as the Russians are concerned, I have no material. As
soon as my condition permits, I shall go to the Museum* about it
and look around for it among the Poles. There’s been a great
crisis with The Workman’s Advocate. which will appear tomorrow as
The Commonwealth, a transformation pushed through by the
bourgeois element, for which my absence from the Counci. was to
blame. From my sickbed I have, nevertheless, managed to baulk
the plot by means of written threats, with the effect that Eccarius
has been made editor instead of a gentleman from The Nonconform-
isl, and an EbrrorzaL supervision commiTTEE has been appointed which
will meet weekly. It consists of myself, Fox, Howell, Weston and
Miall (the rusuisuerepitor of The Nonconformist and our pusLisHEr
Now), 4 atheists against one ‘Protestant’.?®® Poor Eccarius now needs
your article® urgently (there being a whole mass of intrigues and I
unable to help; my book requires all my writing time).

Your wine is having a miraculous effect on me. While my illness
was in full bloom I had to buy bad rorrwine—it being the only
wine suitable for an acute carbuncle condition.

Apropos. As I see from one of the latest ‘Facrory Rerorts’, John
Watts has published a pamphlet ‘Ox Macunvery.”! Ask him, on my
behalf, to send me a copy.

a F. Engels, The Condition of the Working-Class in England. - © Reports of the Inspectors of
Factories to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Home Department. - < Public
Health. Reporis of the Medical Officer of the Privy Council. - ¢ the British Museum
Library - ¢ F. Engels, ‘What Have the Working Classes to Do with Poland?’ -
f 1. Watts, Trade Societies and Strikes.... Machinery....
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I am going to write a few lines to Wilhelm?* cursing him for his
spinelessness. The collapse of the Social-Demokrat and of all the
Lassallean trash is, of course, the very thing we want.*'

Lyons (the workers there) have sent £8 to the IntervaTionar
Councir.

Salut.
Your
Moor
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . i .
1913 Published in English in full for the

first time
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ENGELS TO MARX?*

IN LONDON®

Manchester, 10 February 1866

Dear Moor,

I have just spoken to Gumpert here and discussed your
condition with him. He is firmly of the opinion you should try
arsenic. He has used it in one case of carbuncles and one of very
virulent furunculosis, and achieved a complete cure in approx. 3
months. He is now giving it to three ladies, so far with the greatest
of success; they are positively thriving on it. FowLers soLution is
what he is giving, I believe it 1s 3 drops 3 times a day (I am not
quite so sure about that any more), but altogether the patient takes
about 1 grain of arsenic a day. In view of the specific effect that
arsenic has with all skin diseases, there is every prospect of it being
effective with you, too. He thinks iron would only have a
symptomatic and hence strengthening effect. And with arsenic
there is no special diet to be observed at all, just living well.

You really must at last do something sensible now to shake off
this carbuncle nonsense, even if the book® is delayed by another 3

a Wilhelm Liebknecht - ® The letter bears the stamp: Albert Club / Manchester. -
¢ Capital
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months. The thing is really becoming far too serious, and if, as
you say yourself, your brain is not ur To ThE Mark for the theoretical
part, then do give it a bit of a rest from the more elevated theory.
Give over working at night for a while and lead a rather more
regular life. When you are yourself again, come up here for a
fortnight or so, so that you have a bit of a change, and bring
enough papers along with you for you to be able to do a spot of
work here—if you like. Incidentally, the 60 sheets will make 2
thick volumes.*”® Can you not so arrange things that the first
volume at least is sent for printing first and the second one a few
months later? This would keep both publisher® and public happy
and yet no time will have been lost realiter”

You must also bear in mind that as things stand now, the
situation on the Continent may change rapidly. In Prussia things
are moving with marvellous rapidity. Bismarck is pressing hard for
a crisis. First the decision by the Supreme Tribunal,** and then
now the threat of an authentic interpretation of the constitution by
the King.© The philistines’ last illusion about peaceful historical
development has gone to the devil. The first plausible pretext,
perhaps no more than a serious complication over Schleswig-
Holstein even, may be the spark that sets it off, once the troops
are concentrated on the frontier; although I myself hardly believe
that anything will happen without a more general cause, but the
possibility is there. What would be gained in these circumstances
by having perhaps a few chapters at the end of your book
completed, and not even the first volume can be printed, if events
take us by surprise? Something may happen any day in France,
too, in Austria the attempted reconciliation with Hungary can only
lead to sharper division.™®

Q.E.D.: get yourself back on your feet and ad hoc give the
arsenic a try.

Your
F. E.
Kind regards to Madame® and the vounc LaDIEs.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. M d. 3, S s . L
Torg &0 ar Bd. 3, Stuttgart Published in English in full for the

first time

a Otto Meissner - b in actual fact - ¢ William I-9 to that end - € Jenny Marx
y
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MARX TO ENGELS™
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 13 February 1866

Dear Frep,

Tell or write to Gumpert to send me the prescription with
instructions for use. As I have confidence in him, he owes it to the
best of ‘Political Economy’® if nothing else to ignore professional
etiquette and treat me from Manchester.

I was laid up again yesterday with a vicious cur of a carbuncle
erupting on left loin. If I had enough money, that is, more>-0,
for my family, and if my book were ready, I would care not a fig
whether I was thrown on the charnel heap today or tomorrow,
alias perished. But things being as they are, that cannot be
contemplated just yet.

As far as this ‘damned’ book is concerned, the position now is: it
was ready at the end of December.?”’” The treatise on ground rent
alone, the penultimate chapter, is in its present form almost long
enough to be a book in itself.? 1 have been going to the
Museum® in the day-time and writing at night. I had to plough
through the new agricultural chemistry in Germany, in particular
Liebig and Schonbein, which is more important for this matter
than all the economists put together, as well as the enormous
amount of material that the French have produced since I last
dealt with this point. I concluded my theoretical investigation of
ground rent 2 years ago. And a great deal had been achieved,
especially in the period since then, fully confirming my theory
incidentally. And the opening up of Japan®*® (by and large I
normally never read travel-books if I am not professionally obliged
to) was also important here. So here was the ‘smirrine sysTeM’, as it
was applied by those curs of English manufacturers to one and the
same persons in 1848-50, being applied by me to myself.?%

Although ready, the manuscript, which in its present form is
gigantic, is not fit for publishing for anyone but myself, not even
for you.

I began the business of copying out and polishing the style on the
dot of January first, and 1t all went ahead swimmingly, as I

4 Capital - ® the British Museum Library
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naturally enjoy licking the infant clean after long birth-pangs. But
then the carbuncle intervened again, so that I have since been
unable to make any more progress but only to fill out with more
facts those sections which were, according to the plan, already
finished.

Otherwise, I agree with you and shall get the first volume to
Meissner as soon as it is ready.” But in order to complete it, I must
at least be able to sit.

Please do not forget to write to Watts,” as I have now reached
my chapter on machinery.*”’

Could you not dash off an article on Prussia for The
Commonwealth, under the rubric Berlin? Bear in mind how
important it is for us to have a firm footing in London. The
articles on Poland® can take their time. But with the German
papers, which are at your disposal, it would be fun for you to
write about Prussia. My influence here depends partly on people
seeing at last that I do not stand entirely alone.

I am less bothered by political affairs (not qua® individual but on
account of the book) than by the economic situation, which is
pointing more and moie ominously to a crisis.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

Greetings to your ‘Irish’ lady-friend.© The Irish ladies, notabene
Roses O’Donovan, etc., have thanked us for the appeal in our
paper and for Fox’s articles.*®

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. M Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . -

1913 gem ans uttgar Published in English in full for the
first time

 See this volume, p. 226. - b jbid., p. 224. - < F. Engels, ‘What Have the Working
Classes to Do with Poland?’ - d as - © Lizzy Burns
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 14 February 1866
Dear Frep,

Most sincere thanks for the first half of the £50 note.

In respect of the ‘Viennese’,* I wrote him rone since that he
should write to you. I told him I was agreeable to anything, except
that I did not know unpEr presenT circumsTances if 1 would be capable
of supplying a contribution for the first issue.?!

That cur of a carbuncle is working away, but I hope to be rid of
it in a few days.

Things are really aboil in Prussia. Yet the patience of our
friends is great. If Bismarck sends them home, everything will
now result in banqueting and Kappel-Klassenmann.*** On the

other hand, if the Chamber sits for long, the outcome may be
299

nasty.
Salut. Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . .
1913 ges u e utgar Published in English for the first

time
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MARX TO FRIEDRICH LESSNER?**
IN LONDON

[London,] 14 February 1866
Dear Lessner,

You will see what the matter i1s from the enclosed letter from
Freiligrath. Please do what you can.

Salut. Your

K. M.

2 Arnold Hilberg



230 132. Engels to Marx. 19 February 1866

I cannot find Freiligrath’s letter. His wife will give you the
details about Ulmer’s situation. His wife has died, and he has no
money to bury her. Our Society® must therefore do something at
once. You must send the money to Freiligrath,

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV, . . . .
ks, e sian Edition, Vo Published in English for the first
’ time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 19 February 1866

Dear Moor,

Had encl. £10 note for you in my pocket, but could not get to
speak to you on your own yesterday.’*' I hope that today’s expiry
date for the bill of exchange passed uneventfully and that the
trifling deficit from the full amount occasioned no unpleasantness.

I have forgotten everything—Klein Zaches’® that I put on top
of a row of upright books in the book-case at the foot of the sofa
in your room, the ‘Facrory Rerorr’ ¢ and The Commonuwealth. Please
send me a copy of the latter for me to read Fox’s article.”

How is the upper carbuncle, and the one down on your thigh? I
have not yet been able to see Gumpert.

Your
F. E.

Sincere regards to the ramies and especially litde Tussy© from
her chimpanzee.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, § , . . . .
lglgnge “ s tuttgart Published in English for the first

time

2 The German Workers' Educational Society in London - b E. T. A. Hoffmann,
Klein-Zaches, genannt Zinnober. - ¢ Reports of the Inspectors of Factories to Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for the Home Depariment.-4 P. Fox, “The Irish Question’, The
Commonwealth, Nos. 153 and 154, 10 and 17 February 1866. - ¢ Eleanor
Marx
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MARX TO ENGELS®
IN MANGHESTER

[London,] 20 February 1866

Dear Frep,

You can imagine how opportunely the £10 came. I had been
served with two threats of distraint, for £6 ”0” 9d. for the bloody
municipal Taxes, and for 1sh. 16d. for the Queens Taxes. And I had
until Friday to pay.

As regards the carbuncles, the position is:

Concerning the upper one, from my long practical experience I
was able to tell you that it really needed lancing. Today (Tuesday),
after receiving your letter, I took a sharp razor, a reuicT OF DEAR
Lueus, and lanced the cur myself. (I cannot abide doctors meddling
with my private parts or in their vicinity. Furthermore, 1 have
Allen’s testimony THAT 1 AM ONE OF THE BEST SUBJECTS TO BE OPERATED UPON. I
always recognise what has to be done) The sang briilé* as Mrs
Loruir savs, spurted, or rather leapt, right up into the air, and I
now consider this carbuncle buried, although it stiLL wanTs somEe
NURSING.

As far as the lower cur is concerned, it is becoming malignant
and is beyond my control and kept me from sleeping the whole
night through. If this diabolical business advances, I shall have to
send for Allen, of course, as, owing to the locus of the cur, I am
unable To watcu anp curr it myself. And in general it is clear that o~
tue wHoLe I know more about carbuncular complaints than most
doctors.

And by the by, I still hold to the view that I suggested to
Gumpert during my last sray in Manchester: that is, that the
itching and scratching between my testis and posterior over the
past 2'/, years and the consequent peeling of the skin have been
more aggravating to my constitution than anything else. The
business started 6 months before the first monster carbuncle which
I had on my back, and it has persisted ever since.

My dear rov, in all these circumstances one appreciates MoRe THaN
evir the good fortune of a friendship such as exists between

2 bad blood
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ourselves. You should know for your part that there is no
relationship I value so highly.

I will send you ‘Zaches’ and ‘Facrory Rerorrs’® tomorrow. You
will understand, my pear reow, that in a work such as mine,” there
are bound to be many snorrcomines in the detail. But the
composition, the structure, is a triumph of German scholarship,
which an individual German may confess to, since it is i~ No way his
merit but rather belongs to the nation. Which is all the more
gratifying, as it is otherwise the siLiest vaTion under the sun!

The fact, which Liebig had ‘denounced’ and which prompted
Schénbein’s investigations, was this:

The upper layers of the soil always contain more ammonia than
the deeper ones, instead of containing less of it as they would have
to do if they had Jost it through cultivation. The fact was
recognised by every chemist. Only the cause was unknown.

Hitherto, decay was considered to be the sole source of
ammonia. All chemists (including Liebig) denied that the nitrogen
in the air could serve as a nutrient for plants.

Schénbein proved (by experiment) that any flame burning in
the air converts a certain quantity of the nitrogen in the air into
ammonium nitrate, that every process of decomposition gives rise
to both nitric acid and ammonia, that the mere evaporation of
water is the means causing the formation of both plant nutrients.

Finally, Liebig’s ‘jubilation’ at this discovery:

‘The combustion of a pound of coal or wood restores to the air not merely the
elements needed to reproduce this pound of wood or, under certain conditions,
coal, but the process of combustion in itself (note the Hegelian category)

‘transforms a certain quantity of nitrogen in the air into a nutrient indispensable
for the production of bread and meat.'c

1 FEEL PROUD OF THE GERMANSA IT 1S OUR DUTY TO EMANCIPATE THIS ‘DEEP’ PEOPLE.

Your

K. M.

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, Second Russian Edition, Vol. 31,
Moscow, 1963

a E. T. A. Hoffmann, Klein-Zaches, gennant Zinnober; Reports of the Inspectors of
Factories... - ® Capital - < ]. Liebig, Die Chemie in ihrer Anwendung auf Agricultur und
Physiologie, pp. 77-78.
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ENGELS TO MARX?®®?
IN LONDON

Manchester, 22 February 1866

Dear Moor,

Thanks for ‘Klein Zaches’,* etc., which 1 take as evidence that
you have received the £10.

I have just come from Gumpert, whom I did not see until this
evening on account of my influenza and having missed him
several times. He considers that you should start the arsenic at once.
Whatever happens it can do you no harm, but only good. He
dismisses Allen’s comment that it does not agree with you as
rubbish. He also considers treatment with poultices to be
nonsense; it only encourages inflammation of the skin, which is
precisely what needs to be suppressed, while it does not encourage
suppuration. Ice-packs would be much better, but as long as you
are in Allen’s hands, these could only be applied if he prescribed
them, of course. But above all, sea air, to restore your strength. A
spot on the south coast would be preferable, it is true, as in this
season the weather there is better than up here, but if you would
rather be near Gumpert, there are places enough on the coast
here witHiN AN HOUR'S RIDE FROM MANCHESTER.

You can see I have got Gumpert to change his attitude, so that
he is now pressing you to take arsenic at once, even though Allen
is still treating you externally, whereas before, for reasons of
etiquette, he would not hear of it. But do me a favour now and
take the arsenic, and come up here just as soon as your condition
permits, so that you do at last get better. With this constant
procrastination you are just ruining yourself; no one can
withstand such a chronic succession of carbuncles for long, apart
from the fact that eventually you may get one that becomes so
acute as to be the end of you. And where will your book® and
your family be then?

You know that I am prepared to do what is in my power, and,
in this extreme case, more even than I ought to risk in other
circumstances. But you must be sensible, too, and do me and your
family the one favour of getting yourself cured. What would become

2 E. T. A. Hoffmann, Klein-Zaches, genannt Zinnober. - b Capital

10-1196
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of the whole movement if anything were to happen to you, and
the way you are proceeding, that will be the inevitable outcome. I
really shall not have any peace day or night until I have got you
over this business, and every day that passes without my hearing
anything from you, I worry and imagine you are worse again.

Nota bene. You should never again let things come to such a pass
that a carbuncle which actually ought to be lanced, is not lanced.
That is extremely dangerous.

Kindest regards to the vapies.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart,
1913
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

{(London,] 2 March 1866

Dear Frep,

The thing will soon be all over now. I think that by tomorrow or
the day after at the latest I shall not merely be able to rise from
my bed, but to go out, and that with this last malignant cur the
series of carbuncles is finished, ror tHis season. I also feel much
better again cenerarry. This last attack was atrocious. It did not
merely put paid to any work, but to any reading, too, exceer
Waiter Scott.

I found the arsenic not at all unpleasant to begin with (when the
taste of the cinnamon predominated). Now 1 am beginning to find
its specific flavour most repugnant. Otherwise, I believe it was
helpful. I took it 3 Times A pav from the outset.

How are things with your contributions for The Commonwealth??

And with John Watts ‘On Macuinery’?®

2 F. Engels, ‘What Have the Working Classes to Do with Poland?’ - P See this
volume, pp. 224, 228.
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The sofa to which I have been confined for 9 days now is in my
study, but right by the window, so that at certain times of day,
e. g. as at this moment, I can enjoy a most refreshing breeze.

You have no further cause for anxiety now, but as rar as actuaL
OUTBREAKS ARE CONCERNED you can regard the business as terminated.

Salut.

Your
K. M.
Little Tussy® ‘SENDS HER BEST COMPLIMENTS TO HER CHIMP'.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, i i 5 .
1913 Published in English for the first
tdme
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 5 March 1866
Dear Moor,

Gumpert is décidément® of the opinion that, just as soon as your
condition allows, you should go to the seaside for at least 4 weeks
and in any case have a change of air. Now what do you think of
that? Would you prefer to go to a seaside resort near here
(Lytham, or Blackpool or New Brighton perhaps) or on the south
coast? Make your mivp up about it, and if the former, then come
up here. 1 shall raise the money for the purpose and, as 1
promised you, a bit more as well. These constantly recurring
carbuncles have really just got to stop, or you will be unable either
to work or to do anything else. So, you must reach a decision.

You yourself disrupted my contributions for The Commonwealth®
by asking for something on Prussia as well as on the Polish
business.® As a result, the one was interrupted and the other not
completed in time either. I was suddenly collared to canvass for the
money for the Schiller Institute® which I told you about, and that
kept me off it every evening last week, and I have to go out again
now.® I expect to have got that behind me in a fortnight but, at all
events, to dispatch an article on Poland this week.

a Eleanor Marx - b decidedly - ¢ F. Engels, ‘What Have the Working Classes to
Do with Poland?’ -4 See this volume, p. 228. - € See present edition, Vol. 20,
pp. 402-04.

10*
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Fine revelations from Jamaica. And what an embarrassment
they are to The Times, as well as Russell’s resignation. The paper is
going pown very rapidly.*”

If possible, you must read the statement by the Cologne-Minden
directors about their shady deal. They say that insofar as they are
party to it, it is in law just a private arrangement; as soon as the
King? ratifies it, he will have to sort out the constitutional side. In
other words, the bourgeoisie in Cologne themselves do not want to
have a constitution.*”

Kind regards to the rapirs.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, S , . . .
1913nges e ars, Bd. 3, Stuugart Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 6 March 1866

Dear Frep,

As it seems decided I am to go away, I think it is best to go to
Margate. The air is particularly good there. Besides, not far from
London in case anything were to happen. And although the last
carbuncle has also disappeared, the wound has not healed up vet, so
lengthy train journey would be awkward for me.

Now what ought I to do ‘ar rarce’?—according to Gumpert’s
prescriptions?

I am going out into the open air again for the first time today.

Salut.

Your
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stutigart, . . .
lglsnge u s utgar Published in English for the first

time

a William [
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

[Manchester, about 10 March 1866]
ConFIDENTIAL!

Excerpt from a letter to Freiligrath,*® who asked me for
information on some commercial philistine and, at the same time,
expressed his regret at your illness and wished you well:

‘Marx needs to rest from working at night and from worry, as
well as sea-air and good living. That will put him back on his feet
all right. Such troubles are spared to plump bourgeois like Blind.
Instead, the poor man has the misfortune that for all the levers
and thumbscrews he applies, nobody speaks of him other than
Blind himself. Such fellows have their carbuncles on the insides of
their skulls. But enough of the “prLiserate L1AR”.

‘How are you actually doing now? I hear the bank in London*
has closed down. A good thing too, for you, in the long run, the
liaison with Fazy and Co. could have compromised you later in
some unforeseen way.”? I am sure you will soon pick up a decent
position again.’

In haste.
Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . .
1913nges “ o urgart Published in English for the first

time
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MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 10 Marcu 1866

Dear Frep,

Did you receive the lines 1 wrote last Tuesday?® I need to know
in order to ascertain whether my letters are being tampered with.
It was addressed to Mrs Burns.

a2 a branch of the Bank of Switzerland - ® See_this volume, p. 236.
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If I am to go to the seaside at all, it will have to be now, as I do
not wish to waste any time. I told you in my last letter that in that
case I wanted to go to Margate, and the requisite steps must be
attended to now. I also asked you in my little letter what Gumpert
has in mind by the ‘cure’? Continuing with the arsenic, etc., or
what?

Everything is at sixes and sevens on the ‘InternationaL Councir’
and the ‘newspaper board’,* and a great desire is being manifested
to rebel against the absent ‘tyrant’,” but at the same time to wreck
the whole shop as well.* My wound (from the last carbuncle) has
healed up sufficiently (and so far no new one has appeared) for
me to go out into company next Monday and Tuesday; but, at the
same time, I can still scarcely endure those late meetings in some
corner of Fleet Street,*® and what is even worse, I am still in a
state of such nervous irritation that I could hardly contain the
storms within ‘the bounds of pure reason’,' but would more
probably explode with excessive violence, which would be pointless.

When shall we finally see Polish article I?°¢

Your
K. M.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, R . L.
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Ppbhshed in English in full for the
Abt. 111, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 15 March 1866

My dear Frederic,

The bearer of these linés is citizen Orsini, the brother of the
immortal martyr,® and a member of our association. He leaves

2 The Commonuwealth - b i.e. Marx - ¢ See this volume, pp. 249-51.-9 Presumably an
ironical allusion to Kant’s Kritik der reinen Vernunft. - ¢ in the series of articles ‘What
Have the Working Classes to Do with Poland?’ - f The letter bears the stamp:
International Working Men’s Association / Central Council / London. - & Felice
Orsini
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England for the United States, whence he will return in some
months. Your advice on commercial matters may, perhaps, prove
usetul to him. At all events, you will be delighted to make his
personal acquaintance.

Yours truly
K. Marx

Mr Frederic Engels, 7 Southgate, St Mary’s, Manchester.
PS. I know that Bradlaugh is an honest man and occupies a
respectable position in the city as solicitor.

First published, in German, in Der Brief- Reproduced from the original
wechsel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx,

Bd. 3, Stuttgart, 1913 and in the lan-

guage of the original, English, in MEGA,

Abt. III, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

Margate {16 March 1866]
5 Lansell’s Place

Dear Frep,

I arrived here yesterday evening.*” I have been dashing about
all day today (after taking a warm sea-bathe) and have only just
returned to my lodgings (right by the sea) in order to send you my
address before the post-office closes. You will get more detailed
news tomorrow. Your first Polish article® will appear not this
week, but next. The air here is wonderful.

Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
19]3"g€ * o rear Published in English for the first

time

a F. Engels, ‘What Have the Working Classes to Do with Poland?’
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MARX TO HIS DAUGHTER JENNY
IN LONDON

Margate, 16th March, 1866
5 Lansell’'s Place

My dear Child,

I arrived here yesterday evening, */, past seven. According to
your instructions I left my luggage behind me in the cloakroom
and was then landed by the omnibus at a small inn called the
‘King’s Arms’. Having ordered a rump steak, and being shown to
the coffee room, which was rather dimly illuminated, I took rather
fright (you know my anxious temper) at a lean, long, stiff sort of
man, midway between parson and commis-voyageur, solitarily and
motionlessly seated before the chimney. From the vagueness of his
glanceless eye, 1 thought him a blind man. I was contirmed in that
notion by some long, scarf-like, narrow white thing spread over his
legs, with regular holes in it. I fancied it to be paper outcut by the
blind man to serve as a catchpenny from the frequenters of the
inn. When my supper arrived the man began somewhat to wave,
quietly took off his boots and warmed his elephantine feet at the
fire. What with this agreeable spectacle, and his supposed
blindness, and what with a rump steak, which seemed, in its
natural state, to have belonged to a deceased cow, 1 passed the
first Margate evening anything but comfortably. But, in compensa-
tion, the bedroom was snug, the bed clean and elastic and the
sleep sound. When at the breakfast table, who should step in but
the man of the evening. He turned out to be deaf and not blind.
What had so much vexed me—I mean the thing on his
knees—was a pocket handkerchief of singular fashion, with a
greyish ground interspersed by black eyes which I had mistaken
for holes. Feeling shy of the man, I settled my bill as soon as
possible and, after some erratic course, hit upon my present
lodging, in front of the sea, a large sitting room and a bedroom,
10/- per week. When striking my bargain the additional clause was
agreed upon that, on your arrival, you will get your bedroom for
nothing.

The first thing I did was to take a warm sea-bathe. It was
delicious, so is the air here. It is a wonderful air.
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As to boarding houses, they are about empty now, and, as I
understood the librarian, hardly yet prepared for the reception of
guests. As to dining-rooms, there was some difficulty to get at a
proper one, but by the by this obstacle will be overcome.

And now, with my best compliments to all, by-bye.

Yours
Mohr

I have already walked five hours to-day.

First published, in Russian, in Voin- Reproduced from the original
stvuyushchy materialist, Book 4, 1925 and

in the language of the original, English,

in The Socialist Review (London), No. 44,

September 1929
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MARX TO ANTOINETTE PHILIPS
IN SALT-BOMMEL

Margate, 18 March 1866
5 Lansell’s Place

My dear Child,

From the address you will see that 1 have been banished, by my
medical adviser, to this seaside place, which, at this time of the
year, is quite solitary. Margate lives only upon the Londoners, who
regularly inundate it at the bathing season. During the other
months it vegetates only. For my own part right glad I am to have
got rid of all company, even that of my books. I have taken a
private lodging which fronts the sea. In an inn or Hotel one might
have been exposed to the danger of falling in with a stray
traveller, or being pestered by local politics, vestry interests, and
neighbourly gossip. As it is, ‘I care for nobody, and nobody cares
for me’.? But the air is wonderfully pure and reinvigorating, and
you have here at the same time sea air and mountain air. I have
become myself a sort of walking stick, running up and down the

2 from the English folk-song ‘The Miller of the Dee’
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whole day, and keeping my mind in that state of nothingness
which Buddhaism considers the climax of human bliss. Of course,
you have not forgotten the pretty little diction: “‘When the devil
was sick, the devil a monk would be; when the devil was well, the
devil a monk was he’

Withdrawing a little from the seaside, and roaming over the
adjacent agricultural districts, you are painfully reminded of
‘civilisation’, because from all sides you are startled by large
boards, with governmental proclamations on them, headed: Cattle
Disease. The ruling English oligarchs were never suspected to care
one farthing for ‘der Menschheit ganzes Weh’,* but as to cows and
oxen, they feel deeply. At the opening of Parliament, the horned
cattle gentlemen of both houses, commoners and lords, made a
wild rush at government. All their talk sounded like a herd of
cows’ lowing, translated into English. And they were not like
honest king Wiswamitra, ‘der kidmpftte und biisste fiir die Kuh
Sabalah’? On the contrary. They seized the opportunity to ‘battre
monnaie’ out of the cows’ ailings at the expense of the people.*®
By the by, the East sends us always nice things— Religion,
Etiquette, and the Plague in all forms.

I am very glad to hear of Waaratje’s® winding up adventure.
Verily, verily, I tell thee, my sweet little cousin, I always felt deep
sympathy for the man, and always hoped that one day or other he
should fix his melting heart in the right direction, and not
persevere performing the nasty part in the children’s tale: “The
Beast and the Beauty’.© I'm sure he will make a good husband. Is
his inamorata a ‘Bommelerin’ or an importation?

A few days before leaving London, I made the acquaintance of
Mr Orsini, a very fine fellow, the brother of the Orsini who was
sent to the grave for sending Bonaparte to Italy.*® He has now
left England for the U. States, in commercial matters, but during
the few days of our acquaintance, he did me good service.
Although an intimate friend of Mazzini’s, he is far from sharing

2 ‘all misery of mankind’. Paraphrase of a passage from Schiller’s poem ‘Das
Eleusische Fest’: ‘doch der Menschheit Angst und Wehen / Fithlet mein gequiltes
Herz’ (yet the pains and woes of humans / ever fill my tortured heart) - ® ‘who
wrangled and suffered for the cow Sabalah’—an episode from the epic poem
Ramayana; used by Heine in Buch der Lieder, ‘Die Heimkehr (Marx gives a free
rendering of the words from Heine’s poem; see this volume, p. 245). - ¢ ‘coin
money’ - ¢ Waaratje (‘really’, ‘indeed’)—the word always used by student Petrus
from Hildebrand’s novel Camera obscura. Marx presumably refers in this letter to
pastor Roodhuizen who later became Antoinette’s husband. - ¢ ‘La Belle et la Béte/,
a tale by Jeanne Marie Le Prince de Beaumont.



143. Marx to Antoinette Philips. 18 March 1866 243

the antiquated antisocialist and theocratical views of Mazzini. Now,
during my forced and prolonged absence from the Council of the
International Association, Mazzini had been busy in stirring a sort
of revolt against my leadership. ‘Leadership’ is never a pleasant
thing, nor a thing I ambition. I have always before my mind your
father’s® saying in regard to Thorbecke that ‘der Eselstreiber den
Eseln immer verhasst ist’.” But having once fairly embarked in an
enterprise which I consider of import, I certainly, ‘anxious’ man as
I am, do not like to give way. Mazzini, a most decided hater of
freethinking and socialism, watched the progress of our society
with great jealousy. His first attempt of making a tool of it and
fastening upon it a programme and declaration of principles of his
hatching, I had baffled. His influence, before that time very
great with the London working class, had sunk to zero. He waxed
wroth, when he saw that we had founded the English Reform
League'” and a weekly paper, The Commonwealth, to which the
most advanced men of London contribute, and of which I shall
send you a copy after my return to London. His anger increased,
when the editors of the Rive gauche (the journal of la jeune
France,® directed by Rogeard, author of the Propos de Labienus?"
Longuet, etc.) joined us, and when he became aware of the spread
of our society on the Continent. He improved my absence, to
intrigue with some English workingmen, raise their jealousies
against ‘German’ influence, and even sent his bully, a certain
Major Wolff (a German by birth) to the Council there to lodge his
complaints and more or less directly to denounce me. He wanted
to be acknowledged as ‘the leader (I suppose par la grace de dieu®)
of the continental democratical movement’. In so doing, he acted
so far quite sincerely, as he utterly abhors my principles which, in
his eyes, embody the most damnable ‘materialism’. This whole
scene was enacted behind my back, and after they had made sure
that my malady would not allow me to be present. The English
wavered, but, although still very weak, I rushed to the following
séance, Mr Orsini accompanying me. On my interpellation, he
declared them that Mazzini had lost his influence even in Italy and
was, from his antecedents and prejudices, quite disabled from
understanding the new movement.®’' All the Foreign secretaries
declared for me, and, if you, our Dutch secretary,’® had been
present, I hope you would have also cast your vote for your
humble servant and admirer. As it was, I carried a complete

4 Lion Philips - b ‘the ass-driver is always hateful to the ass’ - ¢ See this volume,
pp- 16-18. - d young France - € by the grace of God
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victory over this redoubtable adversary.’”® I think that Mazzini has
now had enough of me and will make bonne mine a mauvais jeu.
I hope to receive a few lines from you. Don’t forget that I am

quite an insulated hermit.

Your most sincere friend

Bloch®
First published in the language of the Reproduced from the text of the
original, English, in the International journal
Review of Social History, Vol. 1, Part 1,
Assen, 1956
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MARX TO LAURA MARX

IN LONDON

Margate, 20 March 1866
5 Lansell’s Place

My dear Cacadou,*

Very good news indeed! I prefer Mrs Grach to the mother of all
the Gracchi** 1 am right glad that I have taken my lodgings in a
private House, and not in an Inn or Hotel where one could hardly
escape being pestered with local politics, vestry scandals, and
neighbourly gossip. But still 1 cannot sing with the miller of the
Dee, that I care for nobody and nobody cares for me.? For there is
my landlady, who is deaf like a post, and her daughter, who is
afflicted with chronic hoarseness, but they are very nice people,
attentive, and not intruding. As to myself, I have turned into a
perambulating stick, running about the greatest part of the day,
airing myself, going to bed at 10 o'clock, reading nothing, writing
less, and altogether working up my mind to that state of
nothingness which Buddhaism considers the element of human
bliss. However, with all that, I shall not turn out, on Thursday,®
that paragon of beauty which worthy By Bye,’ in his phantastic

2 a good face on a bad business - P Presumably this is Marx’s nickname, or may be the
signature he chose to be incognito in Margate. - ¢ Laura’s jocular nickname -4 from
the English folk-song ‘The Miller of the Dee’ - € 22 March, when Marx intended to go
to London to attend a soirée arranged by his daughters (see this volume,
pp. 249-50). - f Marx’s daughter Jenny
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mood, seems to expect. The toothache on the right side of the
face has not yet altogether disappeared, and the same side is
afflicted with an inflammation of the eye. Not that there is much
to be seen of it, but that eye has taken to the vicious habit of
shedding tears on its own account, without the least regard to the
feelings of his master. But for this state of things, I should have
my photogramme already taken, since you get here 12 cartes de
visite for 3 s. 6 d. and 48 cartes for 10 sh. Mummelchen?® will
oblige me by pacing her steps to Mr Hall and ordering him to
prepare a solution of zink (he will know the composition of the
drug) for my eye the which I expect to find ready on my arrival at
London. This bad eye interferes with my nightrest. Otherwise, I
am turning [over] a new leaf.

Withdrawing somewhat from the seaside, and roaming over the
adjacent rustic district, you are painfully reminded of ‘civilisation’
by large boards, staring at you everywhere, headed ‘Cattle
Disease’, and placarded over with a government proclamation, the
result of the wild rush which the horned cattle gentry, lords and
commoners, made at the government, on the opening of
Parliament.*®

Oh, oh King Wiswamitra
What fool of an oxen art thou,

That thou so much wrangle’st and suffer’st
And all that for a cow.

But if honest Wiswamitra, like a true Indian, tormented himself
for the salvation of the cow Sabala, those English gentry, in the
true style of modern martyrs, bleed the people to compensate
themselves for their cows’ ailings. The horn plague upon them!
The horn, the horn, as discreet By Bye rings it lustily.

On Sunday, I made up my mind to walk per pedes® to
Canterbury. Unhappily, I only formed this grand resolution, after
having already measured for two hours the length and breadth of
the piers and so forth. So I had already expended too much
physical power, when I set out for the archbishop’s seat or see, as
you like. And from here to Canterbury are fully 16 miles. From

a Marx’s wife Jenny - b Heinrich Heine, ‘Den Kénig Wiswamitra’ (from Buch der
Lieder, ‘Die Heimkehr’). Marx quotes an English translation of the second stanza of the
poem, which in the German original reads as follows:

O, Koénig Wiswamitra

O, welch ein Ochs bist du,

Dass du so viel kimpfest und biissest

Und alles fiir eine Kuh!
¢ on foot
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Canterbury I returned to Margate by rail, but I had overworked
myself, and could not sleep during the whole night. Limbs and
loins were not tired, but the plants of my feet turned out tender
hearted rogues. As to Canterbury, you know, of course, all about
it, and more than I can boast, from your Eves, the trusted source
of knowledge for all English Eves. (One cannot help, in your
company, bad punning. But mark, Thackeray did worse, by
playing upon Eves and Ewes.) Happily, I was too tired, and it was
too late, to look out for the celebrated cathedral. Canterbury is an
old, ugly, medieval sort of town, not mended by large modern
English barracks at the one, and a dismal dry Railway Station at
the other end of the oldish thing. There is no trace of that poetry
about it, which you find in continental towns of the same age. The
swaggering ot the private soldiers and the officers in the streets,
reminded me somewhat of Vaterland.? In the inn, where 1 was
scantily purveyed with some slices of cold beef, I caught the
newest scandal. Captain Le Merchant, it seems, had been taken up
by the police on Saturday night, for systematically knocking at the
doors of all the most respectable citizens. And a summons will be
taken out against the Captain because of this innocent pastime.
And the redoubtable Captain will have to bend down his
diminished head before aldermanic majesty. This is my whole
packet of ‘Canterbury Tales'®

And now, Cacadou, pay my compliments to Elly € to whom I shall
write one of those days, and whose little letter was very welcome.
As to Mohmchen,* she will hear of me by the by.

That damned boy Lafargue pesters me with his Proudhonism,
and will not rest, it seems, until I have administered to him a
sound cudgelling of his Creole pate.

My good wishes to all.

Your master
Has Orsini still received the letter 1 sent him? !

First published, in German, in Die Neue Reproduced from the original
Zeit, Bd. 1, Nr. 2, 1907-1908 and in the

language of the original, English, in

Annali, an. 1, Milano, 1958

2 Fatherland - ® An allusion to Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. - ¢ Eleanor Marx-
d Marx’s wife Jenny
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145

ENGELS TO HERMANN ENGELS

IN BARMEN
Manchester, 22 March 1866

Dear Hermann,

Your document is with the rawvir. Unfortunately, he was out
today when I called, so I can’t tell you whether he has already sent
it to Liverpool, nor what progress has been made with the relevant
fair copies. But I shall call again one day soon to prod him.

I am writing to you today about the statement of my account
which you sent to me and which had to wait until I had a quiet
day to look through, as your entries for the last half year of 1864
have been done quite differently from ours. I therefore had to go
through all the stutt again trom the beginning and have at last
sorted it out. The items coincide with the exception of the
remittances which, according to your letter of 20 July 1864, were
credited direct to my account with F. Engels & Co., so 1 shall
presumably find these items in my statement of account with
F. Engels & Co. These items are:

Remittance via Apolda £ 2 2. 2

1864, 30 June {» Munich » 1. 20 —
» Rieslingen » 8. 19. 6

» 3 July » London tot. » 287. 3. 3

I find that, according to your statements of account I am
actually losing money m respect of the transferred balances
debited to me here. The exact calculation of the difference for the
18 months amounts to £ 1. 14. 9, and in future I shall therefore
take the liberty of sending you a statement every 6 months for I
naturally have no alternative but to accept the statements of the
firm here. For my convenience, I am still keeping your account
here separate as well.

Please be so good as to send me a summary statement of my
account with F. Engels & Co. as soon as possible, so that I can make
up my private account-book. And from mid-year 1864, of course,
as I have had no statement for this account from you since then at
all—as far as I am aware. (If you didn’t make up the account in
mid-year 1864, then from the beginning of 1864.)
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Business has got better again since last September; we have been
fully occupied since then, at present even excessively so, and are
setting up new DT-machines. Prices have improved too, and in the
last half-year of 1865 we have even made enough to cover my
costs from June 1864 onwards, with a little left over for myself as
well; in the first year of my partnersuir we didn’t make a brass
farthing, you know, even without writing anything off for
machinery. We must be doing splendid business now, but if cotton
should drop below 18d. for mpLing Orieans owing to the greater
supply, we shall lose everything again. However, I'm not expecting
that to happen; I think good American cotton will, by and large,
hold at approx. 19d., while Surat may admittedly fall a lot.
Moreover, I think we are not getting more cotton than we need
and will, by and large, stay at approx. 19d. for mipbiing Orieans
until about the autumn, when there may perhaps be some more
speculating, which will force prices up.

I shall be writing to Mother? in a day or two, as soon as I can
manage it; I received her letter last Monday and was glad to learn
she is well again now. My kindest regards to her and all our
brothers and sisters from

Your
Friedrich

Apropos. As you know, the capital credited to me here
amounted to a little over £13,000 as far back as 30 June 1864, and
since I am under no obligation to have more than £ 12,000 in the
business, there is no need for you to provide cover for purchases
through us; or I could send you some remittances, especially as
approx. another £ 300 is due in interest at the end of June. I can
also make payments to Funke on your account if you so wish; in
this way, you can draw approx. £ 1,500 up to 30 June, or at once.
Only please do not draw bills on us, since Gottfried® objects, he
thinks people might regard it as improper practice, the name of
the firms being one and the same.

Anton*© already has 4-5 patents now. There is no stopping him,
every other day a new patent of his is announced in the press.

First published in Deutsche Revue, Jg. 46, Printed according to the original

Bd. II, 1921 . . . .
Published in English for the first

time

2 Flisabeth Engels - ® Gottfried Ermen - ¢ Anton Ermen
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MARX TO ENGELS*
IN MANCHESTER

Margate, 24 March 1866
5 Lansell’s Place

Dear Frep,

The belated arrival of this letter will tell you how ‘professionally’
I am applying my time here. I am reading nothing, am writing
nothing. The mere fact of having to take the arsenic three times a
day obliges one to arrange one’s time for meals and for strolling
by the sea and over the adjacent uiLis in such a way that one finds
‘no time’ for anything else. And in the evening one is too tired to
do anything other than sleep. The weather is, by and large, rather
raw, and in particular there is often an east wind blowing here,
which is somEwnAT cHiLLinG, but one soon becomes accustomed to
that, too. You can tell how much I am restored from the fact that
last Sunday I marched per pedes® to Canterbury (17 miles from
here) in less than 4 hours. As regards company here, it does not
exist, of course. 1 can sing with the mitier oF THeE Dee: ‘I care ror
NOBODY AND NOBODY CARES FOR ME.,b

The day before yesterday“ I had to go to London in the evening
to attend a ‘soirée’ of my daughters. My uncle® had sent them £ 5
at Christmas, which was, however, ‘borrowed’ from them for
cenerat purreoses and which they only got back when your money
arrived. They arranged their annual ‘parry’ with it and so
bombarded me with letters that I ‘made’ for London, as Mr
Nothjung used to say. But I returned to my hermitage here the
very next morning (1. e., yesterday).

Betore setting off for Margate (which I did on Wednesday, 14
March*), I had to attend the consecutive evening meetings, on 12
and 13 March, firstly of the suarenoipers of The Commonwealth®
and secOndly, on the 13th, of the Centrar Councit, although stll in
a thoroughly wretched condition at the time.

On the former occasion Mr Cremer had set everything up for
Eccarius to be given his marching orders, which would probably

2 on foot - b from the English folk-song ‘The Miller of the Dee’ - ¢ 22 March -
d Lion Philips - ¢ Presumably this is not correct, for Marx arrived at Margate on
Thursday, 15 March (see this volume, p. 239).
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have happened if I had not appeared. So, the meeting only
achieved the ‘voluntary’ resignation of Mr Cremer from the
editorial board. How the matter turned out later, I do not know,
since the whole thing was only serrLep ‘provisionally’ for one week,
and the general snarenoLpers-meETING Was deferred to 19 March. But
it will probably mean beati possidentes® here too, and as a result of
that meeting Eccarius was, to begin with, the possidens.

The intrigue on the CenrtraL Counci was closely bound up with
the rivairies and jeaiousies concerning the journal (Mr Howell
wished to be eprrorincuier and Mr Cremer ditto). Mr Le Lubez
had used this to agitate against German inFLUEnce, and at the
meeting of 6 March a beautifully and quietly prepared scene took
place. To wit, Major Wolff suddenly appeared and made a solemn
speech in his own name and in Mazzini’s and in that of the ItaLian
socieTy ?* against the reply to Vésinier’s attacks, which Jung had
sent to the Echo de Verviers in the name of the Centrar Councir.?’
He made a very violent attack on Jung and (impliciter?) myself.
Odger, Howell, Cremer, and others gave vent to their longstand-
ing Mazzinism. Le Lubez fed the flames and, at aiL svents, a
resolution was passed which included what amounted to an gmende
honorable® for Mazzini, Wolff, etc. It was a serious matter, as you
can see. (Of the roreioners, there were only a rew present, and none
of them voted.) It would really be a neat trick of Mazzini’s to let
me bring the Association so far and then to appropriate it for
himself. He demanded that the English should recognise him as
leader of the continental democrats, as though it was for the
English gentlemen to appoint leaders for wus!

On Saturday (10 March) the roreion secreTariEs of the Association
gathered at my house to hold a coundl of war (Dupont, Jung,
Longuet, Lafargue, Bobczyiiski). It was resolved that, whatever
happened, I was to attend the Counci on Tuesday (13th) and
protest against the proceepincs in the name of all the roreoy
secreTariEs. The proceebings were irregular, you see, as Wolff is no
longer a memser oF THE CounciL, therefore no resolution on a matter
in which he was personally implicated ought to be passed in his
presence. Furthermore, I was to explain Mazzini’s position vis-a-vis
both our Assoctation and the CONTINENTAL WORKINGMEN'S PARTIES, €LC.
Finally, the French were to bring Cesare Orsini (who is By ThE BY 2
personal friend of Mazzini) along to give evipence on Marzzini,
Wolff and the staTe oF soctausy in Italy.

2 blessed are they who have possession (Horace, Odes, IV, IX, 45) - b the man in
possession - ¢ by implication -4 apology
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The affair went off better than I had ever expected®"; though
the English element was unfortunately not well represented (on
account of the bloody Reform League ). I gave that Lubez a
thorough dressing down. In any case, it has been made clear to
the English (in fact only a minority is meant here, too) that the
whole contiNentaL eLEment stands behind me as one man and that
here it is by no means, as Mr Lubez had insinuated, a case of
German nrLUENCE. Lubez had sought to put it to them that as Leaper
of the Encrisu eLement on the Councit, I was holding pown the other
conTINEnTAL ELEMENTS; the English gentlemen are, on the contrary,
now persuaded that by means of the continentaL eLement 1 have got
them entirely under my thumb, should they kick over the traces.
More about that next time.

Before coming here, I did, of course, pay off the most pressing
pesTs at home, as otherwise I should not have had a moment’s
peace of mind. If you can send me a little bit more at the end of
this month, I would appreciate it. Meanwhile, the power of
attorney from the Cape?® will be here at last, and thus something
will at least be flowing into the coffers, even if it is not very much.

My compLivenTs To Mrs Lizzy.”

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. M. Bd. 3, Stutt , R L.
1913 gen ane tutigart Published in English in full for the
first time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN MARGATE

Manchester, 27 March 1866

Dear Moor,

I had just made up my mind to write you a letter of
congratulations on what I inferred from your silence to be your

a2 from Johann Carl Juta (Marx presumably refers to the power of attorney for
receiving his share of legacy at the death of his aunt, Esther Kosel; see this volume,
p- 194) - b Lizzy Burns
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conscientious abstinence from work, when your letter arrived. It
reassured me not a little, as I was beginning to suspect that another
carbuncle might be the reason for your obstinate silence. You
must keep taking plenty of exercise and continue visiting the
archbishop in Canterbury per pedes® that is the sure way to
eradicate it once and for all. In this case, and in others, too, the
most important thing is to endure the boredom of the seaside for
long enough; if you can, you should stay there for the whole of
April, so that the trouble can be completely cured.

Old Hill has just come and interrupted me. So I must break off
for today. The £10 encl.

E/T 96963, Manchester, 20 January 1865.

Your
F. Engels
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
lglgnge e ane utean Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS?

IN MANCHESTER

Margate, 2 April 1866
5 Lansell’s Place

Dear Frep,

D’abord® the £10 received with kindest thanks.

In my absence there has been a changement de décoration or
rather, de direction on The Commonwealth which will be realised
next week.” Odger, Eprtor; Fox, susebrtor; the ‘sov or tom’¢
contracted to supply an article a week for 10s.; Cremer our oF rLAcE;
has also tendered his resignation as GeneraL Secrerary of the
* INTernaTIONAL AssociaTioN. Taken as a whole, I have no objection
to the cuance. Eccarius could hardly have (or at least ought not to
have) imagined that he would be allowed to retain nominal control

2 on foot - b Firstly - ¢ change of decor - ¢ pen-name for Johann Georg Eccarius
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from the moment the paper established itself. I warned him to no
avail. It was a ‘political’ error on my part to have given way to his
entreaties and proposed him by letter for his now defunct job. If I
had not been ill, he would have knocked on the door in vain. I
knew in advance that I would find the affair coming home to
roost. Avoidance of any appearance of pursuing personal interests
or abusing personal influence for clandestine purposes, and good
understanding with the English must, of course, be more
important to us than satisfying Eccarius’ more or less justified
ambition.

People of a dry disposition like Eccarius also have a certain dry
egoism, which easily leads them astray. When the Rerorm Leacue
decided on the big weerine in St Martin’s Hall,* the League’s
Counci. nominated him as one of the rusLic seeakers. The fellows in
Potter’s clique objected to him as a rorener. I warned him
expressly not to accept his ‘srier’. However, he thought he had got
over all his troubles and flattered himself with the important part
in the meTrOPOLITAN MOVEMENT. And he was a peap rarure. The poor
fellow has, of course, lived a life of bisarrointmenTs, and the
honorary positions the English sronrtaneousty allowed him, as
Vice-President of the ‘Internvationar’, etc., deceived him to the
point where he now believed he could suddenly make up for the
whole of his past life. If he had followed me, operated slowly,
maintained a modest posture, everything would be in the best of
order. If I even went so far as to muddy myself for his sake,
despite his lack of discipline and his wilful behaviour, I was moved
to do so particularly by the consideration that he has always
worked with us and never reaped the fruits of it. But one always
makes srunpers if one allows oneself to be influenced by suchlike
considerations.

As regards the newspaper itself,® the danger—arising from lack
of funds—lies in the growing encroachments and dominance of
the Nonconformist clique.

The accursed traditional nature of all English movements is
manifesting itself again in the rerorm-movement. The same ‘ivstar-
ments which but a few weeks ago were rejected with the utmost
indignation by the people’s party—they had even refused Bright’s
ultimatum of Housenorp surrrRacE—are now treated as a prize worthy
to be fought for. And why? Because the Tories are screaming blue
murder.*” These fellows lack the merrie of the old Chartists.

a The Commonwealth -  See this volume, p. 224.
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What do you think of the Austro-Prussian troubles?'¢? I see no
continental papers at all. However, it is at least clear to me that
Russia is behind the Prussians and that the Austrians, who know
this, are nolens volens* consoling themselves with French support. A
pretty game these heads of state are playing! It is the eternal
dilemma the German philistine confronts us with at every turn.
For Bonaparte, real civi. war v Gervany would be a true copseno.

Admittedly, there is still always the possibility that one fine day
the affair will simply end with the worthy Bismarck’s dismissal.
But since Diippel,?” ‘William the Conqueror’® believes his ‘glorious
armies’ are invincible, and a second Olmiitz® must appear to be a
risk even to him, in view of the iNTERNAL conrLICT.

The weather has been very bad here for several days, as if it
had been made especially to order for the cocknevs who have
invaded this place for the Easter holiday.

For how long must I take the arsenic?

My compLiMENTS TO MRs Burns.

Your
K. M.

My friend Kaub has written to me from Paris that a certain
M. Rebour has found a means to separate water into hydrogen
and oxygen, using a method which would entail the expenditure
of 2 sous per day ror  Fire To MELT 1RON wiTH. He is, however, keeping
the matter secret for the time being still, as on a previous occasion
a discovery had been stolen from him and patented in London.
Qui vivra verra® You know how often we have both dreamed of a
cheap way of making fire from water.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original

F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, St , . . Lo

lglsnge i a uttgart Published in English in full for the
first time

2 willy-nilly - b William I (an ironical comparison with the Norman William who
conquered England in 1066) - < Czech name: Olomouc - 4 Time will tell.
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN MARGATE

Manchester, 2 April 1866
Dear Moor,

I hope you have received the £10 which I sent to you in
Margate. I was in Wales over the holiday and have at last got
round to writing to you today.

Orsini called on me, but unfortunately I could do nothing for
him; I have no connections of any kind in New York any more,
and it is our oF THE quesTion to find anyone here to run the guano
popce with him and advance the funds for it. He is a very nice
fellow.

Polish article No. 3* will be done tomorrow evening, if nothing
interferes. I shall send it direct to Eccarius, care of eprtor oF The
Commonwealth. Unfortunately, the proof-reading is so abysmal, and
it’s about time that they stopped reprinting the reapers from The
Nonconformist every week. It really is sheer impudence on Miall’s
part to pass the newspaper off so openly as a mere appendix of
The Nonconformist.

What do you say to Bismarck? It almost looks now as if he is
pushing for war and is thereby offering Louis Bonaparte a
splendid opportunity to acquire a piece of the left bank of the
Rhine without any effort and thus set himself up & vie® Even
though all those who bear any responsibility for this war—if it
comes to that—deserve hanging, and I would with equal
impartiality gladly extend that to the Austrians as well, yet I would
most of all like to see the Prussians soundly thrashed. Then there
are 2 possibilities: 1. the Austrians will dictate the peace in Berlin
within a fortnight, and direct intervention from abroad will
thereby be avoided, but at the same time the present regime in
Berlin will be made impossible, and there will be another
movement which will disavow the specific nature of the Prussian
regime right from the outset; or 2. there will be a sudden change
in Berlin before the Austrians arrive, in which case the new
movement will also get under way.

My opinion of the military situation is that the two armies are
more or less evenly matched, and that the battles will prove very

a F. Engels, ‘What Have the Working Classes to Do with Poland?' - P for life
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bloody. In any case, however, Benedek is a better general than
Prince Frederick Charles, and unless Francis Joseph assists
Benedek or Frederick Charles has some very good and influential
staff officers, I believe the Prussians are in for a drubbing. Alone
the braggery after Diippel? indicates that another Jena is pos-
sible.2”

If the first battle ends in a decisive defeat for the Prussians,
there will be nothing to stop the Austrians advancing on Berlin. If
Prussia wins, she has not the power to launch and sustain an
offensive to Vienna across the Danube, let alone to Pest and
beyond. Austria is quite capable of imposing a peace on Prussia
singLE-HANDED, although Prussia cannot do so on Austria. Every
Prussian success would thus be an encouragement to Bonaparte to
intervene. Furthermore, both the German swine will now already
be seeking to outbid each other with offers of German territory to
the third, French, swine.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, .
lglgnge ¥ e utigar Published in English for the first
time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN MARGATE

Manchester, 6 April 1866

Dear Moor,

That the Russians are behind the Prussians at once struck me as
very probable, too. The mere fact that the Austrian paper guilder
is almost at par again and will thus have to be disturbed again,
aroused suspicion, but the simultaneous Cuza affair*® even more
so,and ce cher * Bismarck would not have put out all his efforts if he
did not have the Russians behind him. It is possible that things are
so far committed already that neither Bismarck nor that old

a that dear
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jackass William have a say in the matter any more and that it
depends entirely on the whim of the St Petersburgers whether
there shall be war or peace. How clumsily this Bismarck is acting,
incidentally. It is too absurd how he tries to represent the poor
Austrians as the attacking party. Even more splendid, however, is
the fact that the fellow is seriously thinking of convening a
German parliament on I June to reform the federal constitution.
This is to be a remedy against the smaller states: he—lui
Bismarck*—is appealing to the people instead of to the govern-
ments. That even called forth universal derisive laughter from the
German philistines.'®

After the upheaval that has occurred on The Commonwealth by
the way, I was no longer able to get the said articles® to the editors
on time, as they would have had to take the roundabout route via
Margate, so I am sending them to you for the next number. I
found the relevant data on the emancipation of the Russian serfs
in an article by Mazade, Revue des II Mondes."

And how is your health now? You haven’t had any further
carbuncles or small furuncles? And how are you otherwise, are
you building yourself up? Are you still visiting old ‘Cantuar’s per
pedes’?> The arsenic must be taken for at least 3 months, and will
not do you the slightest harm anyway.

Otherwise, there is nothing new here except for a foul east wind
and clouds of dust.

How much longer are you thinking of staying in Margate? At
least until the end of this month, I hope?

Reform movement—general admission of general indolence.
What a tiny instaiment! *1®

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . - .
lglgnge un an utigar Published in English for the first

time

2 Bismarck of all people - P See this volume, pp. 252-54. - ¢ F. Engels, ‘What Have
the Working Classes to Do with Poland?” - 4 ‘La Russie sous I'empereur Alexan-
dre II.— La société et le gouvernement russes depuis l'insurrection polonaise’, Revue
des dewx Mondes, Vol. 62, 15 March 1866. - < the Archbishop of Canterbury - f on
foot (see this volume, p. 249).
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MARX TO ENGELS?®
IN MANCHESTER

Margate, 6 April 1866
5 Lansell’s Place

DEear Frep,

I have been greatly restored here, and not the smaliest sign of a
return of the atrocious carbuncles. The spot where the last and
most malignant one was still feels a little tender. Perhaps it healed
too quickly and an atom of pus is still lurking beneath the healed
skin. However, if that were so, the warm sea bathes and the rough
towel that I dry myself with would no doubt have dissipated the
foul matter; and indeed in the last two days this vestige of the
wound seems to be disappearing altogether. The only drawback is
a recurrence here of rheumatic pains in my right shoulder, which
is seriously disturbing my sleep. I have now been here for nearly 4
weeks and have lived for my health’s sake alone. It is time to put a
stop to that soon.

Our letters crossed, so that you have answered mine. You do
not mention the possibility of Italy creating a diversion for
Prussia’s benefit.

There can be no shadow of doubt that Russia is behind the
Prussians, although she is allowing Mr Bonaparte to act as arbiter
on the stage. One must not lose sight of the fact (to use a Hegelian
turn of phrase) that the Danupiany mine®™® was sprunc at the very
moment that Bismarck made his démarche.’’®

Even granted, which is probable, that the Prussian curs
withdraw with their tails between their legs, it remains clear, and
must become clear even to the German philistines, that unless there
is a revolution in Germany, the Hohenzollern and Habsburg curs
will throw our country back for another 50-100 years by civil
(dynastic) war.

I must tell you frankly that the ‘InternvaTional’ is in a sorry state,
particularly since the impatience of the French has led to the
congress being fixed for the end of May.*

ThHe ract 1s Tais, that the English rrapers in London, now that we
have given them a platform (to which must be added the inability
of any Englishman to do two things at once), are very cool within
our Movement proper. My absence for almost 3 months has done
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untold harm. What is to be done? In France, Belgium, Swit-
zerland (and here and there in Germany, and even sporadical-
ly in America) the Association has made great and sustained
progress. In England, the reform movement, which we brought
into being, has almost kiwiep us. That would be of no consequence,
if the Geneva Congress had not been announced for the end of
May, and if the Parisians, for whom this movement is the sole
possibility, had not, through their own paper Le Congrés, made it
almost impossible to prorogue the congress.’” The English would
soon see the rottenness of the rerorm movemenT, as it now is. After
my return the threat of flirtation with the Potter-clique, etc., would
soon put everything back on the right lines. But THerE 1s No TIME. For
the English even the raiLure of the congress is a trifle. But for us? A
fiasco of European dimensions!! I really do see scarcely a way out. The
English have neglected to do anything which might give the congress
any kind of respectable form. Que faire!* Do you think I should go to
Paris to put to the people there how impossible the congress now is?
Answer soon. The only possible way out I can see is by agreement
with the Parisians. On the other hand, 1 know that their position
itself is at stake if the congress does not take place. Que faire! Mr
Vésinier has challenged our Parisians. They are to go to Belgium to
shoot it out with him. L’%mbécile. Asto Orsini, I knew that there was
nothbing you could do. But I could not refuse him the introduction to
you.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, S , . . A
013 5 ars, Bd. 3, Stumgart Published in English in full for the
first time
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ENGELS TO HERMANN ENGELS
IN BARMEN

Manchester, 6 April 1866
Dear Hermann,

Best thanks for your statement of account for 27 March, which
appears to be in order by and large. The only thing is, it is hard to

2 What is to be done? - P See this volume, p. 255.
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check the interest if it is not given in detail as in other statements,
and one just has to take the ‘interest-account’ at its word. But
then, on 31 December 1865, you credit me with the transfer of
2,112,21.8 talers from Ermen & Engels, Barmen, whilst according
to E. & E., Barmen’s statement, the same transfer amounts to
£316.18.2 and a ®/y, makes 2,169.1.8 talers. I can make no sense
of that.

It is rather awkward that you make up your accounts on 31
December, whereas we do so on 30 June. I shall therefore only
send you a statement once, on 31 December, which will thus never
coincide with yours, but in the end it will make no odds.

To keep our entries clear, I would be glad if you would enter all
business items from E. & E. under E. & E., Barmen, and all private
items under F. Engels & Co.

I passed the information on the agent Brown straight on to
Fr. Boelling; Karth wrote to us about a different matter.

I do not advise you to obtain your sewincs through us as a rule,
G. Ermen will always try to palm off his yarn from Pendlebury on
you, and that would surely not always be in your interest. Besides,
he would at once claim payment of 2% commission from you as
the business expands. But if you can make use of his yarn (and
why not, since we can use it?), you had best apply to us. I am
today posting you a sample of No. 16, of which he has 120 savLes
[at] 10 pounds, 7 Leas in stock, and would take 2[s.]'/; d. per
No. 16, perhaps even less. You can also obtain the same yarn
from the broker F. A. Schmits. Fine Nos. and cors, on the other
hand, in which G. Ermen has no interest we can always supply
you with.

How much does the hock cost? That is what really matters. And
how much of it is there? You should have sent 3 dozen bottles
straightaway, instead of 3.

I shall ask around about the rons. Good, strong coss, however,
are at the moment much sought after here, and expensive, and
bargains—a good pair in one lot—not easily come by.

You don’t think there’ll be war either? It would be a terrible
business if it came to that, and there is no telling where it would
end. Recently, when the affair first started, 1 dreamed that I had
got mixed up with an enormously large army somewhere on the
Mosel. They were volunteers of some description, all manner of
fellows dashing about full of self-importance, and now and again
someone would shout, ‘We're surrounded!’—at which they all took
to their heels. At length, I found my way into the headquarters
and encountered Peter and Gottfried Ermen there as cenerats en
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chef, and Anton® as chief-of-staff. Now I asked him a few
questions, but received such bizarre replies that I finally asked him
whether he did actually have maps of the area where he was? At
which he looked down at me from a great height and said, ‘Maps?
We do everything here much better without maps.” When 1 tried
to explain to him that he really could not manage without maps,
nor even find quarters for his men, etc., he answered, ‘If
absolutely necessary, we do have some maps’, and, with a look of
triumph, he pulled a map of a quite different area, the other side
of Aachen and Maastricht, out of his pocket. Don’t imagine I have
just made this up as a bad joke, that is literally how it happened.

Kindest regards to Mother®—Tll write to her one of these
days—and to all our brothers and sisters.

Your
Friedrich

First published abridged in the Deutsche Printed according to the original
Revue, Jg. 46, Bd. II, 1921 and in full in: . . R )
Marx zjlgd Engels, Works First Russian P_ubllshed in English for the first
Edition, Vol. XXV, Moscow, 1934 ume
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MARX TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT

IN LEIPZIG

Margate, 6 April 1866
5 Lansell’s Place

My dear Miller,

You see from the address that I have been banished to the
seaside by my medical adviser.?”’

After having received your last letter, and some letters on the
part of our Berlin friends,® my sickness assumed a really
dangerous character. For some time it was very doubtful whether
or not that decomposition of the blood, under which I labour,
should get the better of me. It was only towards the middle of
March that I was bodily enabled to remove myself to this place. I

a Anton Ermen - P Elisabeth Engels - ¢ Liebknecht’s conspiratorial pseudonym -
4 August Vogt, Sigfrid Meyer and Theodor Metzner
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am now restored, and shall very soon return to London. But again
a quarter of a year has been lost!

Write me immediately under my London address.

After my return, I shall regularly send you The Commonwealth
(under which altered title The Workman’s Advocate is now
published).?*® It is only since a few weeks that it has been
registered for Transmission for abroad. Eccarius is no longer the
editor, but only a contributor. It was to be foreseen, that so soon
as the paper should get some sort of standing, a Foreigner would
not be allowed to retain the nominal leadership.*

Write me

1) about the state of ‘our’ movement in Germany,

2) about the state of German politics.

Yours truly
K. M.

My best compliments to Madame.”

First published in: Marx and Engels, Reproduced from the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXIX,

Moscow, 1946 and in the language of the

original, English, in: Wilhelm Liebknecht.

Briefwechsel mit Karl Marx und Friedrich

Engels, The Hague, 1963
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MARX TO LUDWIG KUGELMANN ¢

IN HANOVER

Margate, 6 April 1866
5 Lansell’s Place

Dear Friend,

I shall return to London from here the day after tomorrow. My
doctor banished me to this seaside place, where I am indeed much
recovered. But another two months and more—February, March
and half of April have thus been entirely lost to me again, and the
completion of my book® put back once more! It is enough to drive
one out of one’s mind.

2 See this volume, pp. 252-53. - b Ernestine Liebknecht - ¢ Capital
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I was suffering from carsuncies, not furuncles. It was a
dangerous business this time. You are, of course, right that
‘dietetic’ sins lay behind it. I am too accustomed to working at
night, studying by day and writing by night. That, together with
all manner of worries, private and public, and—whenever I am
immersed in work—neglect of regular diet, exercise, etc., is quite
enough to upset the blood.

I received Mr Menke’s contribution of 10 talers for the
‘International’ with your letter.? I have not got the addresses of my
French friends in Paris here. However, if Mr Menke approaches
my friend K. Kaub (33, Rue des trois Couronnes du Temple), the
latter can introduce him to V. Schily (German) and Tolain,
Fribourg, etc., the people on the Paris Committee.

The news from Germany is rather depressing.’’® Prussia is being
egged on by Russia (and Bonaparte), Austria by the latter
(following on rather reluctantly, in self-defence). Will our philis-
tines at last realise that, unless there is a revolution to remove the
Habsburgs and Hohenzollerns (it being superfluous to mention
the lesser dung-beetles), another Thirty Years’ War** and another
partition of Germany are ultimately inevitable!

A movement on the part of the Italians might help Prussia. But
just considering Austria and Prussia on their own, the latter would
almost certainly be at a disadvantage, for all their bragging about
Diippel.”” At all events, Benedek is a better General than Prince
Frederick Charles. Austria might well impose a peace on Prussia
SINGLE-HANDED, but Prussia cannot do so on Austria. Any Prussian
success would be an encouragement to Bonaparte to interfere.

Bismarck may perhaps have already drawn in his horns again as
I write these lines to you. But that, too, would only delay the
conflict. Such a delay is probable in my opinion.

This turmoil in Germany is an extraordinary piece of luck for
Bonaparte. His position is completely undermined. But war would
give him a new lease of life.

Write to me soon, and in particular about the situation in
Germany.

Yours
K. M.

First published abridged in Die Neue Zeit, Printed according to the original
Bd. 2, Nr. 2, Stuutgart, 1901-1902 and in

full in Pisma Marksa k Kugelmanu (Letters

of Marx to Kugelmann), Moscow-

Leningrad, 1928

2 of 30 March 1866
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN MARGATE
Manchester, 10 April 1866

Dear Moor,

To all appearances, the Russians want war, their purpose
seeming to be restoration of Poland under Russian rule and
possibly annexation of Moldavia. The Kdlnische Zeitung, which is,
of course, in mortal fear of war, has sent J. von Wickede, its
military man, to Bohemia, to inspect what is claimed to be
Austria’s state of armament. The fellow arrives—on 3 April, that
is 14 days after Bismarck’s note®®~—and everywhere finds things
on a profoundly pacific footing, except that some Bohemian
regiments have been transferred to their western districts, so that
they can put themselves on a war footing more quickly. No
soldiers recalled from leave, no fortress armed. Nothing.* The
whole disgraceful affair thus deliberately provoked by Bismarck.

Furthermore: the Russians are concentrating troops on the
Austrian and on the Prussian frontier with Poland, and the
soldiers are saying quite openly that those who are positioned on
the Prussian frontier will shortly occupy Posen as soon as the
Prussian troops take the field against the Austrians. Apart from
the fact that the Russians would thereby secure the rest of
Prussian Poland for themselves immediately, their mission will also
be to suppress any revolutionary movements in Berlin. However,
that would in all probability be a miscalculation and, at any rate,
disqualify the Hohenzollerns for the future.

Finally, today’s Leaper in The Times which comes down stupidly,
mendaciously, woodenly but decisively on Prussia’s side and
represents Austria as the attacking party. That was written to
order.

In view of all this, war seems to me certain; the situation within
Germany also makes it inevitable, following the new Austrian note
appealing to the Confederation, as well as Monsieur Bismarck’s
proposal regarding a German parliament®'—what a dunderhead
the fellow must be to believe that that would assist him even in the

2 Engels refers to the report ‘Die Lage, Koln, 7. April’, Kolnische Zeitung, 8 April
1866. - b The Times, No. 25468, 10 April 1866, leader.
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very slightest! The Austrian note seems to be based on the
assumption that the storm will break after all. Otherwise they
would at least have left the back-door open to facilitate the
Prussians’ retreat through Bismarck’s resignation. But the moment
that they appeal to the Confederation, that’s an end to it; another
ministry in Prussia would not submit to a Confederation majority
either.

Bonaparte will probably keep quiet, at least for the time being;
Bismarck has already offered him Saarbriicken, etc., and, if need
be, he would also make him a present of the Bavarian Palatinate.
If he sees the Russians committed on the Prussian side, he won’t
risk anything rash.

If the storm really does break, for the first time in history the
course of events will depend on the attitude taken by Berlin. If the
Berliners hit out at the right time, things may turn out well—but
who can rely on them?

As regards the congress of the International, I don’t properly
see how you can hope to avoid it.* Nor do I see how a further
postponement would improve things much. Aprés tout® any
demonstration of that kind would in a certain sense—at least as
far as we ourselves are concerned—always be a fiasco. But in full
view of Europe? I believe that could still be avoided even now.
After all, the Germans with their polyglot capacities would have
the whole thing under their control, and it is precisely the
Germans who are on our side. Whether the congress decides
anything useful is a secondary matter, as long as all scandal can be
avoided; and that surely will now be the case. General resolutions
of a theoretical kind or referring to international support for
strikes, etc., can surely be passed without any danger. Neverthe-
less, you must know that better than I, I cannot really judge of it
from here. Meanwhile, I would definitely not go to Paris about it.
You have no one to protect you, and the police will have no qualms
about striking—emissary from a public workers’ association with
distinctly revolutionary tendencies, which can easily be used to
conceal other clandestine matters— cela suffit The whole business
is just not worth the risk.

You would do much better to stay in Margate untl the last scar
is no longer in the slightest degree susceptible, and do plenty of
walking in the fresh air. Who knows how soon you will once more
have need of a stout constitution. The atmosphere is highly
electric, and we shall perhaps soon be in the midst of the storm

a See this volume, pp. 258-59. - b After all - ¢ that will suffice

11-1196
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again; that will no doubt also help resolve the difficulty with the
congress.

I shall be letting you have a bit of money as soon as I can. I
shall also try and see Gumpert and ask him about terminating the
sea-cure and what you should do afterwards about the arsenic.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
félgngels und K. Mars, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, Published in English for the first
time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN MARGATE

[Manchester,] 13 April 1866
Dear Moor,

As 1 do not exactly know whether you are in Margate at the
moment, I am today sending your wife

E/R 13430, Manchester, 21 January 1865 £10

E/P 43331, Manchester, 20 January 1865 £10-£20
and am telling her that I have informed you of it.

So, Bismarck has executed his suffrage universel coup®' even
though without his Lassalle. It would appear that, after some show
of reluctance, the German bourgeois will go along with it, for
Bonapartism really is the true religion of the modern bourgeoisie.
It is becoming increasingly clear to me that the bourgeoisie does
not possess the qualities required to rule directly itself, and that
therefore, unless there is an oligarchy as here in England capable
of taking over, for good pay, the management of state and society
in the interest of the bourgeoisie, a Bonapartist semi-dictatorship
is the normal form; it promotes the great material interests of the
bourgeoisie even against the bourgeoisie, but allows it no share in
the government itself. Conversely, this dictatorship itself is in turn
compelled unwillingly to adopt these material interests of the
bourgeoisie. So, now we have Monsieur Bismarck adopting the
programme of the National Association.””® Its execution is
admittedly quite another matter, but Bismarck will scarcely be

321
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baulked by the German bourgeois. A German, who has just
returned from there, reports that he has already encountered
many who have nibbled at this bait; according to Reuter (vide®
below), the people in Karlsruhe have approved of the matter, and
the Kilnische Zeitung’s unbounded embarrassment over the affair is
a clear indication of a forthcoming change of course.

That Bismarck has direct agreements with the Russians,
however, is once more proved firstly by the fact that not only The
Times but Reuter, too, is beginning to lie on Prussia’s behalf, in
complete contrast to their usual custom. There is a method in the
mistranslations with which the telegrams are now infested more
than ever. Until a short while ago, against Prussia. Now against
Austria. Reuter telegraphs: Austria would only go along with the
plan if all the Austrian provinces (that is, including the
non-German ones) were represented.” In the German original it
merely says: conditional upon the regions of Austria being
represented, too.—Further: according to the Bromberger Zeitung
and the Ostsee-Zeitung (the latter is a Russian organ), the Russians
are continuing to gather more troops in the south-western
provinces, from the Kingdom of Poland®? to the Prut, doing so
very slowly and unobtrusively; the soldiers are all expecting to
move with Prussia against Austria, and those on the Warta repeat
that their role is to occupy Posen so that the Prussians there can
march away.

The Russians can, incidentally, leave Schleswig-Holstein to the
Prussians for the time being, as the Peace of Vienna and the
annexation have, after all, saved the main issue for them: the
Treaty of London and thereby the succession in Denmark’® If
they have the Sound," what does Kiel signify to them?

At all events, your best course is to stay in Margate until you no
longer feel anything at all in the affected part, and you are in
general convinced of a marked turn for the better.

Write soon.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
lFélg"g”ls und K. Mars Bd. 3, Stuttgart, Published in English in full for the

first time

a gee - b ‘Austria and Prussia. Berlin, April 10°, The Times, No. 25469, 11 April 1866
(Reuter’s telegram reporting on Austria’s reaction to Bismarck’s proposition for the
assembly of a German parliament for the reorganisation of the German
Confederation). - ¢ Danish name: @resund
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157
MARX TO ENGELS?**

IN MANCHESTER
[London,] 23 April 1866

Dear Frep,

You will have had little difficulty in explaining my long silence
as arising from the mental condition that is generated by more
than 2 weeks of incessant toothache and rheumatism. However, a
turning-point appears to have been reached today.

As the pain of the rheumatism, which was particularly acute at
night, greatly interfered with my sleep and my whole domestic
routine—as a consequence of which I was several times attacked
by vomiting—1I thought it wise to stop, or suspend, the arsenic.
But I shall continue with it again now (if a turning-point has really
been reached). Nor is there the slightest sign of any furuncular or
carbuncular bother, and I have not the slightest doubt that once I
am over these incipents, which are connected more with the
weather, I shall be fully restored. But indeed it is high time as I
have already lost so much time.

With the ‘Inrervationar’ the situation is as follows: since my
return®” discipline has by and large been re-established. The
successful intervention of the ‘InternaTional’ in the tailors’ strike
(by means of letters from the secretaries for France, Belgium, etc.)
has also created a sensation among the Trapes Unions here.?® With
respect to the Geneva Congress, I have resolved to do all that I
can here to promote its success, but not to attend it in person. I
thereby evade all personal responsibility for its conduct.”

As far as The Commonwealth is concerned, the encroacuments of
Miall et Co. would be more tolerable if they were at least founded
on the pretext of financial assistance really worthy of mention. But
the fellows are exceedingly liberal with good advice and petty
criticisms, and exceedingly parsimonious with casu, so that the
existence of the paper is assured only from one week to the next.
Its readership is spreading week by week, but a penny parer, be it
ever so successful, needs to be funded for at least a year ahead.
To make it sersurrorting in a shorter space of time is quite ouT oF
THE QuesTion. If the paper is for the moment no worse than it is,

2 See this volume, pp. 325-27.
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then that is thanks to Fox alone, who has to fight a continuing
battle.

For the present, they do not seem to be coming to blows in the
Fatherland after all. Prussian braggadocio is slow indeed to draw
the sword! Whatever the outcome, we shall have the pleasure of a
Prussian disgrace before both a domestic and foreign audience.
For all that, it still seems uncertain whether war might not break
out one fine morning. The Russians want war (although they have
indeed already gained and are continuing to gain much merely
from the bickering and bellicose threats in Germany), and for
Bonaparte it would be a copsexp. At all events, Mr Bismarck has set
‘the movement’ going again in Germany.

The phase of the Civil War'' over, only now have the Unrrep
Srtates really entered the revolutionary phase, and the European
wiseacres who believe in the omnipotence of Mr Johnson will soon
be disappointed.

In England, the Tories and Palmerstonian Whigs really deserve
thanks for frustrating Russell’s quiet sertiement.’®® At one of the
latest sittings, Mr Gladstone himself, expressed his ‘melancholy’
conviction that now, quite contrary to his benevolent expectations,
a ‘long series of struggles’ was imminent.

. What do you say to the ‘8th’ sage of the world— M:ll?®

Best regards to Mrs Lizzy.”

Tout a vous*

K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stutt s L . L
lgmnge o s ruttgart Published in English in full for the
) first time
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ENGELS TO MARX?

IN LONDON
Manchester, 1 May 1866
Dear Moor,

I hope you are happily over your rheumatism and faceache and
are once more sitting diligently over the book® How is it coming
a Marx presumably refers to J. S. Mill's speech in Parliament of 17 April 1866 in
which he urged the duty of paying off the national debt before Britain’s coal supplies

exhausted. See The Times No. 25475, 18 April 1866. - b Lizzy Burns - < Entirely
yours - 4 Capital
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on, and when will the first volume be ready? By the by, you must
go on with the arsenic, it should be taken for at least 3 months
and is quite unconnected with the rheumatism, etc. The liver
troubles may have been a factor contributing to the carbuncles, by
disturbing the digestion or blood-formation, and, for that very
reason, you will also have to go on taking several hours continuous
exercise regularly each day and keep off working at night, so that
everything can return to normal. Where the tendency to
hyperaemia of the liver has established itself in such a classic and
systematic form as in your case, it does not, of course, just vanish
again all at once.

It’s good that you have no more worries about the congress and
the InTERNATIONAL AssociaTioN. Apropos, a shipload of 57 German
tailors has been imported to Edinburgh 1o put pown a strike and 2
more loads are expected. Probably from Hamburg. Can you not
discover the details in Edinburgh and put a stop to this, too?3¥’

Bismarck wants war a tout prix* and after he failed in Bohemia,
he seems likely to succeed in Italy.’®® I hope that, if he pulls it off,
the Berliners will hit out. If they proclaim a republic there, the
whole of Europe can be overturned in 14 days. But, but, will they?
How do our connections there stand?

Have you seen how little Louis Blanc, as a good démocrate
impérial, is now declaring in the Temps that, if Prussia absorbs the
smaller German states, France must have at least the left bank of
the Rhine.” There’s a real revolutionary for you.

In order to incite my ancient rage somewhat, in the last few
days I have been reading the book by Rockel, the 49er imprisoned
in Dresden, about his treatment in gaol.® These infamies
perpetrated by the Saxons exceed everything that I have ever
come across. There will be a harsh reckoning to be had with a
large number of villains. Such brutality was quite unknown in the
old days before ‘48, and the Prussian fortresses of that time seem
like paradise in comparison.

These Adullamites really are tremendous jackasses to put up
such resistance to this pauvre® Rerorm B, the most conservative
thing that has ever been done here.’” However, quem deus vult
perdere* etc.

I already sent my third article on Poland® to The Commonwealth
3 weeks ago and asked for it to be returned if it should be too late

4 at any price - ® L. Blanc, ‘Lettres de Londres’, Le Temps No. 1815, 23 April
1866. - < A. Rockel, Sachsens Erhebung und das Zuchthaus zu Waldheim. - 8 poor -
¢ quem deus vult perdere, prius dementat: whom God wishes to destroy, he first makes
mad - f F. Engels, ‘What Have the Working Classes to Do with Poland?’
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for that week. I then received a reply from Fox a week later that ir
could not appear until the forthcoming issue, returning the article
at the same time. Sent it off again on Wednesday, but too late.
You were still in Margate at that time. I will send the following
Nos. to you again if time does not make immediate, direct
submission necessary.

Kind regards to your wife and the girls.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engel d K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . L.
st M o Hsar Published in English in full for the
first time
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MARX TO WILHELM LIEBKNECHT

IN LEIPZIG=
[London,] 4 May 1866

My dear Friend,

As I am at this moment, after so long an interruption of work,"
very busily engaged in making up for lost time, you will excuse me
for writing this time only a few lines.

I shall send you to-day the last number of The Commonwealth.
The financial position of the paper is such that it struggles from
week to week and is altogether disabled from paying one farthing
for Foreign Correspondence. Its circulation is increasing, but you
know that a penny paper wants at least 20,000 subscribers, and
cannot even then make the two ends meet without a goodly
number of advertisements. The Commonwealth is of too recent an
origin to come up to those requisites.

The Congress at Geneva has been postponed for the 3d of
September next.”® The society is rapidly spreading, particularly in
France. Italian societies have also recently joined.© The propagan-

a The letter bears the stamp: International Working Men’s Association / Central
Council / London. - b on Capital - ¢ See this volume, p. 47.
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da in London has taken a new start, principally due to the
circumstance that the successful strikes of the London tailors and
wireworkers were due to our intervention which prevented the
import of workingmen from France, Switzerland, Belgium, which
had been contemplated by the masters. This proof of its
immediate practical importance has struck the practical English
mind.**

For the same purpose you find, on the last page of this letter,
an ‘avis’® to the German tailors which 1 call upon you to have
inserted in such German papers as you have access to.*”” At the
same time you will oblige me by sending me a copy or two of some
papers in which the ‘avis’ will have been inserted, telling me at the
same time the names of all other papers that should have
reprinted it. Kugelmann might also be useful for this purpose.

My best compliments to Mrs. Liebknecht.” I feel exceedingly
thankful for her friendly interest in my welfare.

Yours fraternally
A. Williams®

First published in: Marx and Engels, Reproduced from the original
Works, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXIX,

Moscow, 1946 and in the language of the

original, English, in: Wilhelm Liebknecht.

Briefwechsel mit Karl Marx und Friedrich

Engels, The Hague, 1963
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON

Manchester, 9 May 1866
Dear Moor,

I am becoming concerned at your silence, I almost fear your
health is not what it should be. You have not got carbuncles again?
What is this strange business of Cohen the blind," who cannot
hit the tall Bismarck with five shots and gets himself arrested by

2 ‘warning’. Marx means his article ‘A Warning'. - » Ernestine Liebknecht -
¢ Marx’s conspiratorial pseudonym - 4 Engels makes a pun here: the German word
blind means without sight, blind; Blind—the name of Cohen’s stepfather.
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him into the bargain. He could have done Bismarck no greater
favour.®®

It strikes e that the Prussians are 14 days behind the Austrians
with their mobilisation and cannot attack before the end of this
mst. If the Austrians take advantage of this, they may win a big
battle and be in Berlin before the Prussians have concentrated.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
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MARX TO ENGELS

IN MANCHESTER
(London,] 10 May 1866

Dear Frep,

No carsuncies whatever! But the accursed rheumatism and
toothache have tormented me cruelly, until the former at last
seems to be yielding to embrocation with pure alcohol. I must tell
you candidly as well that my mind still feels somewhat weak and
my capacity for work is only returning very gradually. Perhaps that
can be attributed to the interruption in the arsenic treatment,
which I started again after your last letter.

Cohen®’ was a very good lad (although not particularly gifted)
for whom 1 have a special regard as he was an old friend of my
Musch.* Freiligrath naturally dashed straight to Blind yesterday
and came to us from him. I was not at home. Freiligrath’s chief
lament was the bad name Blind was giving him and others
(nominal contributors to the Eidgenosse,” whose symbol is a hand
holding a dagger with the motto ‘haec manus tyrannis’‘ etc.). He

4 Marx’s deceased son Edgar - ® Der deutsche Eidgenosse - ¢ ‘manus haec inimica
tyrannis’—‘this hand is hostile to tyrants’ (an expression from The Life and Memoirs
of Algernon Sidney)
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said he had not visited him for 9 months and that the affair was
not even ‘excusable’. In short, he was in fact only upset about the
possible impression the affair might make on the London
philistines. By the by, our trickster from Baden duped him nicely
again. He played the broken man and gave his friend Freiligrath
no inkling that in the first throes of grief he had the presence of
mind to exploit the tragic incident for some good advertising for
himself and family in the various London papers. Aiways an E¥E To
susiness. His wife? is naturally inconsolable, and the funny thing
about the affair is that Blind has by his idiotic regicidal blether
sacrificed not his own son, but old Cohen’s Isaac,® on the altar of
freedom.

In consequence of their sad experiences in 1859%' the
Austrians are in the accursed situation of being scarcely capable of
grasping the favourable moment, and although they have been
forcibly presented with the initiative, they cannot seize it, or at
least they will hesitate greatly before doing so. Or course, European
‘puBLIc oriNion” benefits them not a tittle and requires something silly
of them. These same liberal jackasses, who are now generally
admitting that Austria is the challenged party and that there is a
systematic conseiracy against her, would tomorrow (the Excrisn Lorps
included) scream with one voice if Austria were to strike the first
blow and did not wait quietly for her enemies to give the signal.

Repugnant though Bonaparte is to me, his coup in Auxerre did
uncommonly amuse me.*® That old jackass Thiers and the chiens
savants® of the Corps législatif,* who applauded him, fancied they
would be allowed to play with Louis-Philippism unpunished! Les
tmbéciles!

The Russians as always are playing their part to a T. Having
encouraged their worthy Prussians, they enter on the scene as men
of peace and arbiters of Europe, but were, at the same time, canny
enough to inform Mr Bonaparte that Poland could not, of course,
be on the agenda at any congress, in short, that Russia was entitled
to meddle in European, but not Europe in Russian affairs.

Following upon the importation of German and Danish tailors
to Edinburgh, we have 1. sent a German and a Dane“ (both tailors
themselves) to Edinburgh, and they have already put an end to
the understanding between mrorTers and imeorTep; 2. I have put
out a warning in the name of the InternaTionan Association to the

2 Friederike Blind - P An allusion to the Biblical legend about Abraham who
sacrificed his son Isaac (Genesis 22:9). - < scholarly dogs - 4 Albert F. Haufe and
N. P. Hansen
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German tailors in Germany.* The affair has been extraordinarily
useful to us in London.*¥

A very disagreeable matter for me was the necessity of paying a
lump sum of £25 for school fees. This money, for 3 quarters,
could no longer be put off as Jenny and Laura are leaving the
school, the latter taking no lessons at all, and the former only one
music lesson a week now outside school. (Baumer has resigned
from the school, you know.)

The Commonwealth is rapidly going from strength to strength
and would certainly be pavine within the space of a year. But it is
probable that we shall soon have to suspend it for lack of money.

Salut.

Your
K. M.
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 16 May 1866

Dear Moor,

The Freiligrath affair is very amusing and very gratifying.
That’'s what comes of him attaching himself to the respectable
people among the émigrés and renouncing the ‘party’. As regards
Blind, the fitting cry in respect of his: manus haec inimica tyrranis®
should be that children ought not to play with guns. It is
incidentally quite clear from the affair that Bismarck wears an
armoured shirt.*® The shots must all have hit him, the last 3 are
admitted to have been direct hits, and as the revolver was so
designed that it could not be fired in contact with the target, there
is just no other possibility. They make these things very fine and

2 K. Marx, ‘A Warning’ - P this hand is hostile to tyrants (see this volume, p. 273)
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yet strong nowadays. His friend Bonaparte will no doubt have
supplied him with one and recommended it to him.

Monsieur Bismarck has obviously been gravely disappointed in
the smaller states, hinc® the threat of an imperial constitution and
Bennigsen. There must also have been some financial mishaps.
But can one conceive of anything more comical than that the same
William, who as top general in the year 1849 bore the imperial
constitution to its grave, now wants to resuscitate it, or rather has
to. Bismarck as restorer of the ‘German fundamental rights’,** it’s
too funny. Things are not looking quite as they should in the
militia and in the reserves, who have been recalled, either; in
Gorlitz there was a serious fracas amongst them, soldiers of the
line had to be called out and then withdraw because the fellows
were not willing to tolerate intervention of that kind. If these
people are kept hanging around under arms for another 3-4
weeks, there is no knowing what they might do. And since neither
Prussia nor Italy is ready to attack, they will presumably have to
stick there until the end of May at least.

This much is certain: Monsieur Bismarck has ridden into a
morass with which neither he nor any of the present regime can
cope. If things are settled peaceably, he will have burnt up the
available funds and therefore he will no longer be able to help
himself, and if there is war, he will have to Acheronta movere,” who
will certainly consume him. In these circumstances, even a direct
victory of the Chamber-burghers will be revolutionary in character
and is bound to lead to other things.

For all that, I still cannot think that in the middle of the 19th
century North and South Germany will come to blows with each
other, just because Bismarck would have it so in the interests of
the Russians and Bonaparte. However, if the storm does break, it
may go ill with the Prussians. This time, the Austrians seem to be
intent on going to the limit of their strength, and, even if their big
talk of 900,000 men is nonsense, it is still possible that they may
take the field in Saxony with substantial numerical superiority.
Against Austria, Prussia cannot draw on the Rhenish and
Westphalian corps at all, and only on part of the Saxon. There
remain the other six army corps, which will scarcely be able to
muster 240,000 men to face the enemy. If, as is suggested, the
Austrians initially remain on the defensive in Italy, they will only
need 150,000 men there, and can perfectly well send 300-350,000
men against Prussia—unless the Russians compel them to keep a

2 hence - ® call the powers of the underworld to his aid (Virgil, Aeneid, V11, 312).
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strong force in Galicia. The deciding battle could then be fought
by 180,000 Prussians against 240-280,000 Austrians and would
almost infallibly be another Jena?*® and lead directly to Berlin. But
it is difficult to speculate about this, as the Austrians’ troops are
always much stronger on paper, and they tell a lot of lies, at
present in particular.

Unfortunately, Monsieur Charles® is behind with the ledger,
which has my account in it, so that at the moment I cannot even
properly ascertain how I stand, and as the financial year ends in 6
weeks and I then must have a certain amount of capital in the
business, I shall have to make my dispositions accordingly. As soon
as I can, I shall add up my worldly assets and send you some
money, if it is at all possible. But, at all events, you can count on
my letting you have a £50 early in July immediately after the
accounts for the financial year have been made up.

The Kreuz-Zeitung® makes delightful reading, advocating as it
does universal suffrage, Bonapartism, Victor Emmanuel, etc. The
dirt those fellows are now being obliged to eat is abundant.

Kindest regards to your wife and the girls.

Your
F. E.
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MARX TO ENGELS?¥
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 17 May 1866

Dear Frep,

How are the articles on Poland© progressing? The paper® may or
may not hold out, you must give as much as you can. The Poles

a Charles Roesgen - b Neue Preussische Zeitung - ¢ F. Engels, ‘What Have the
Working Classes to Do with Poland?’ - d The Commonuwealth
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here are waiting for the next article and sorssr me with
enquiries.” The articles have created a stir in other respects, too.
Having earlier praised them, Foxikins launched a piatrise the day
before yesterday in the Central Council against the passage in
which you ascribe the partitioning to the corruption of the Polish
aristocracy. Amongst other things, he singled out the Germans for
attack, for having ruined the Poles in particular through the
Saxon dynasty, etc. I replied to him in brief.*®

It is true that for all their big talk the Prussians are inclined to
draw in their horns, and Bismarck is meeting strong opposition
from Burp,® too. But a retreat is scarcely possible in Italy, and that
may have repercussions on Prussia again. What Izzy" is missing by
being so dead! Bismarck would have had him playing a part now.
Bismarck is surely cursing us (and thinking us Austrian agents) for
spoiling his easy game with the workers.

From the beginning of this week my work® has at last been
advancing again. If you can send me some vino, please do so, as
the sudden abstinence may do harm.

Mr Mazzini gave himself no rest until he had founded an
‘InternaTioNaL RepubLican Commirtee’ in opposition to us. On it are
jackass Holtorp, Langiewicz, Ledru, Kinkel,  Blind, I believe
also—Bolleter! Our Association is gaining ground daily. Only in
Germany nothing can be done, on account of jackass Liebknecht
(coob FELLOW as HE 18!).

The present crisis appears to me to be merely a premature,
specifically financial crisis. It could only become important if the
business in the Unirep States goes rotten, and there would scarcely
be time for that now. What effect is it having on you corroxLorps?
And what effect has the fall in cotton prices had?

Salut.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
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164. Engels to Marx. 25 May 1866 279

164

ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

[Manchester,] 25 May 1866
Mornington Street

Dear Moor,

The ranic has, at all events, come much too soon and may
possibly spoil a good solid crisis for us which would otherwise have
occurred in 1867 or 1868. If we had not simultaneously chanced
to have the big fall in cotton, we would barely have been affected
by it here. The collapse of the vivutep viasiiTy and rinanciNG
swindles had after all been long foreseen and hardly affected our
trape at all. But the colossal losses on cotton which occurred
simultaneously threaten to make it a grave matter here, so many
houses here and in Liverpool are entangled in it through their
branches in Bombay, etc., and as it occurred at the same time as
the money panic and the 10% bank-rate, it may be very grave for
those who are holding much cotton. Here at least the business is
far from over yet.

If the Austrians are canny enough not to attack, that will surely
put the cat among the pigeons in the Prussian army. The fellows
have never been as rebellious as they are in the present
mobilisation. Unfortunately, one only learns the tiniest part of
what is happening, but even that is enough to prove that a war of
attack is impossible with this army. Once these lads are concen-
trated in large numbers, and begin to count themselves and
discover that */, of the army is of one mind, and if they then have
to hang around under arms for 3-4 weeks during the congress,
things will inevitably lead to a crisis, and one fine morning
obedience will be refused. Something is bound to spark it off; and
with an army like that, once one battalion starts, it will spread like
wildfire. But even if an open outbreak were to be avoided, it is
certain that this army, with its morare as it is, and commanded by
the old William, with Frederick Charles and the Crown Prince?
under him commanding the wings, would at once be beaten
beyond salvation by the furious Austrians under Benedek, who
will have none of the Archdukes, nor any interference in the

2 Frederick William
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appointment of his staff, and has 300-360,000 men under him.
The old jackass® knows that, too, and I am convinced that he will
withdraw as soon as ever he can, precisely because of the mood in
his armies. What I said in my pamphlet® last year about the
character of the mobilised Prussian army, has been fully confirmed.

Delightful is the embarrassment of the National Association-
ites ' since Bismarck has plagiarised their programme; those
fellows will now have to oppose their own Great-Prussia phrases,
exactly as the Kreuz-Zeitung® did with its own feudal phrases.

The London correspondent of The Manchester Guardian reports
that in this solemn performance of state®® Louis Bonaparte has
made the following conditions the price for his approval: Sardinia
from Italy, Luxemburg, Saarlouis and Saarbriicken from Prussia
(Landau is the only thing he has forgotten)—and that is the
minimum.*

I shall see if I can complete my article on Poland** tomorrow.
To be quite frank, it is a sacrifice for me to provide that jackass
Miall with contributions when one is for ever being explicitly
reminded that the editors do not accept responsibility for the
section from contributors, whilst they obviously do so for the
asininities printed elsewhere in the paper.®’ If I had known
beforehand how our pieces were going to be treated in a paper*®
which is after all supposed to be our own—or at least to belong to
the workers’ party, and that we were merely going to be thus
tolerated in it, and we are supposed to be grateful, as it were, into
the bargain,—I would not have written a single line. But you were
sick at the time, and I didn’t want to do anything that might
disturb your convalescence. But I was vexed by it nonetheless. All
the same, one has said ‘A’ and must see that one also says ‘B’.

Kindest regards.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . X R §
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time

a William I -? F. Engels, The Prussian Military Question and the German Workers’
Party. - ¢ Neue Preussische Zeitung - 4 ‘From our London correspondent’, The
Manchester Guardian, No. 6165, 22 May 1866. - ¢ The Commonwealth
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165

MARX TO ENGELS'®

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 7 June 1866

Dzear Frep,

I am in a most awkward situation: pawning has now reached its
Thule?® and I am being most furiously dunned as well. Regarding
my physical condition, there has fortunately been no recurrence of
anything carbuncular. However, I was obliged to go to Allen about
my liver throuble, since Gumpert is not here and this thing cannot
be treated from a distance. I have still nearly a whole sorTie of
arsenic left, but have not taken it for several weeks now, as it is
incompatible with my present style of life.

Were you among the victims of the Consoripatep Bank? Dr Rode
was here the day before yesterday and maliciously reported that
Dronke has suffered serious losses owing to the Barnett crasn.*®®

So, there will be war after all, unless a miracle occurs. The
Prussians will pay dearly for their bragging, and, whatever
happens, the idyll in Germany is over. The Proudhonist clique
among the students in Paris (Courrier frangais) is preaching peace,
declaring war out of date and nationalities nonsense, and attacking
Bismarck and Garibaldi, etc®® As polemic against chauvinism,
their activities are useful and understandable. But as faithful
followers of Proudhon (my very good friends here, Lafargue and
Longuet, are also among that number) who believe that the whole
of Europe must and will sit quietly on its arse until the French
monsieurs have abolished ‘la misére et ignorance’,” under which
latter they themselves are labouring in inverse proportion to their
squawking about ‘science sociale’, they are grotesque. In their
articles about the presenT acricuLTURAL crists In France, their ‘knowl-
edge’ quite takes one’s breath away.’

The Russians, who are for ever playing at the old game of
playing off the jackasses of Europe against each other, and being
parTNER at one moment of A, and at the next of B, have of late
indisputably pusnep on the Austrians, 1. because Prussia has not yet

a limit; usually wltima Thule—extreme limit (Virgil, Georgics, I, 30) - ® poverty and
ignorance - ¢ Ch. Longuet, ‘La question agricole, et le libre échange’, La Rive gauche,
No. 15, 15 April 1866.
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made the appropriate concession over Oldenburg, 2. in order to
tie the Austrians’ hands in Galicia, and 3. no doubt also because
Mr Alexander II, like Alexander I (in his last years), is in such a
conservatively morose mood on account of the attempt on his
life** that his diplomatic gentlemen at least require some
‘conservative’ excuses, and an alliance with Austria is conservative.
Come the orrortune MmomenT, and they will show the sacksie of the
coin.

The official tone adopted by the ‘sLoop anp ron’-Prussians **!
shows how very anxious they are. They are now even doing
obeisance to the French Revolution of 1789! They are complaining
about Austrian tetchiness!

The best thing in the lousy debate here in Parliament was the
register of sins that Disraeli laid at the unfortunate Clarendon’s
door.>*?

Salut. Your

K. M.

Italian enthusiasm will no doubt get its bucket of cold water.
Even its melodrama, in keeping with the national character, by the
way, would be tolerable, if right underneath it all**® they were not
setting their hopes on Badinguet.® I cannot forget my Izzy.® If he
were still alive now, what a scandal he would create!
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MARX TO ENGELS?
IN MANCHESTER

Lond
Dear Frep, [London,] 9 ]une 1866

Many thanks for the £10.

Whatever the pressure from events, my work® has been
progressing poorly owing to purely physical factors ever since my

2 nickname of Napoleon III (the name of a bricklayer in whose clothes Napoleon
fled from prison in 1846) - b Ferdinand Lassalle - © on Capital
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return from Margate.?”” I have been so low over the last few weeks
that I have not been able even to attend the INTERNATIONAL
Association any more. I had Gumpert’s prescription (for my liver)
made up for me yesterday, as Allen’s stuff was of no use at all to
me. Furthermore, I have had a tooth pulled, to put an end to the
toothache, and probably a second one will have to go, too.

If your wine-cellar permits (that is, if you are not thereby
obliged to buy in more), I should appreciate it if you would send
me some, as I am now forbidden beer altogether.

The verses await your ‘commentary’. They are nothing in my
hands.

This evening I am compelled to go to the meeting of the
‘pIREcTORS AND FRIENDS. Of The Commonwealth?® The thing is on its last
legs. Apart from the acute financial difficulties, there are internal
political ones as well. Since that jackass of a Bradford manuracTurer,
Mr Kell (who has given £50, his brother ditto, and hints of more
to come), has Miall entirely under his thumb, Dr Bridges,
Professor Beesly, Harrison (the Cowmrrists) have threatened not
merely to resign but also to make a public statement about their
resignation.

I am tired of the business and shall propose to the people this
evening that they should sell their bankrupt institution to Kell et
Co. and put an end to the farce of a Braprorp MANUFACTURER
directing 2 London ‘workers’ organ’. If they do not agree, I shall,
at all events, announce my withdrawal. The paper cannot survive
for much longer on its own resources, is therefore dependent on
advances of bourgeois money, and thereby loses its own character.
I have shown great patience in this matter, because I always hoped
that the workers themselves would make sufficient efforts to
continue the undertaking on their own; and, for another thing, I
did not want to be a wet blanket.

Mr Gottfried Kinkel has been appointed to a chair in Zurich.

Since the sounds of war started up, the ‘Saxon’ workers have
been flocking to join the ‘INTernaTioNaL AssociaTion’.

Salut.

Your
K. M.

CompLiMeNTs TO MRs Lizzy.?
Apropos. Lafargue tells me that the whole new French school of
microscopical physiologists, with Robin at their head, is pronounc-

a Lizzy Burns



284 167. Engels to Marx. 11 June 1866

ing against Pasteur, Huxley, etc., and in favour of generatio
aequivoca® He is going to inform me of some new writings on the
subject.
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON

Manchester, 11 June 1866

Dear Moor,

The crate of Bordeaux will be sent off to you this evening. It is
very good wine from Borkheim. I should have sent it to you
before, but the lads here have dilly-dallied over it, partly from
overwork. I had written out the address for them long since. I
hope that it and regular exercise will do you good. What do you
say to coming up here for a week, say, end of this inst. would suit
me, and then you could take the money straight back with you
early in July? At the same time, you could for once have a
thorough consultation with Gumpert.

We have so far just escaped the spate of bank-failures
unscathed. Dronke told me himself that he was in for a bit with
Barnett, but more because he had had to change his banker; he
had £3,000 credit there—however, he was also a shareholder, and
that’s where he will lose. Eichhoff also has had the honour of
seeing his banker fail, and has come a cropper to the tune of £16.
He is not losing any sleep over it; if he cannot pay a bill that’s due,
he just lets it be.

Mr G. Kinkel has been putting it around every year that he has
been offered the chair in Zurich—so, does that mean the people
of Zurich are in fact really going to have to believe it at last?

In Germany it looks more like revolution every day. In Berlin
and Barmen menacing crowds of laid-off workers are roaming the

4 spontaneous generation
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streets. G. Ermen, who came back on Friday, told me that he
happened to engage in discussion about the war with some
Prussian lieutenant on the Rhine Bridge at Coblenz, and the man
had been very doubtful about the issue of the affair, admitted that
both the men and the leadership of the Austrians were better than
the Prussians’, and when G. Ermen asked, ‘What would happen if
the Prussians were whacked?’ he answered, ‘Then we’ll have a
revolution.” Another philistine told me that he had heard from a
reliable source in Cologne that the militta companies are being
dispersed among the line, and that the militia regiments are being
topped up with line; the order has apparently been given out. In
any case, the army must be in such a state that a victory can only
be expected if the Austrians move across the frontier first, and this
time they seem to be flatly refusing to do so. But, for that same
reason, the Prussians don’t want to move either. This state of
affairs may drag on for another week, until the situation is so
tense that it breaks.

There is a delightful historical irony being enacted through
Bismarck’s person. At the same moment that he utters liberal
phrases he 1s forced to perform absolutist actions. In one and the
same breath he will proclaim the German imperial constitution
and suspend the Prussian constitution (the ordinances are already
prepared).®®' Good idea to try and play the Bonaparte against
the bourgeoisie with the Junkers behind one instead of the peas-
ants!

The militia will be just as much of a danger to the Prussians in
this war as the Poles were in 1806,** who also comprised over '/3
of the army and threw the whole show into disorder before the
battle. Only instead of disbanding, the militia will rebel after the
defeat.

The whole left bank of the Rhine has been denuded of troops,
there are only 2 militia regiments stationed in Luxemburg, and
they say the fortress is already being secretly evacuated; in
Saarlouis there is merely a militia battalion that is not yet up to
strength. Von der Heydt is to arrange the Saarbriicken coal-mine
and State Railway deal via Oppenheim to raise money, and the
Westphalian State Railway is to be sold to the Bergisch-Mirkische
Railway. The bonds for its Cologne-Minden shares®® have been
advanced to the state by the Bank of Prussia, which was the sole
purpose of the affair. In all this the Berlin bankers are all working
hand in glove with the government.

I think that in a fortnight the storm will break in Prussia. If this
opportunity passes without being used, and if the people allow
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that to happen, we can then calmly pack up our revolutionary
paraphernalia and devote ourselves to pure theory.

Stieber is chief of police in the field, is organising the ‘Blind
conspiracy’ and has, to this end, sent our friend Greif to London
again. Can we not arrange for him to be given a good hiding?

Kindest regards.

Your
F. E.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . X . .
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MARX TO ENGELS?**

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 20 June 1866

Dear Frep,

This damned weather is having a particularly evil effect sur mon
physique®; and this is the reason why I did not acknowledge the
‘wine’ earlier, nor write to you otherwise. There is no chance of
coming to Manchester, as I cannot leave the house in my present
staTe; besides, I have to be here for the ‘InternvaTional’, where my
French rrienps have already used my absence once in these trving
CIRCUMSTANCES to execute some tomfoolery in the name of the
Association *'?

As regards newspapers here, in my view the best thing to do, if
nothing comes of the Manchester business, is to send a proper
MILITARY ARTICLE to The Times, to which you can present yourself as
the English correspondent of the Darmstadt Militdr-Zeitung® No
need for any political considerations, as one London paper is just
as bad as any other, and what matters is to obtain the widest
publicity.**?

2 on my constitution - ® Allgemeine Militir-Zeitung
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You must now keep me ‘critically’ au courant des affaires in ItaLy
and Germavy.

There was a debate at yesterday’s meeting of the InTernaTiONAL
CounciL about the present war. It was announced beforehand and
our room was very full. Even the Italian gentlemen had honoured
us with their presence again. The discussion was wounp vp, as could
have been foreseen, with the ‘question oF NaTIONALITY' In general and
the attitude we should adopt to it. This sujet adjourned until next
Tuesday.?*

The French, very strongly represented, cave vent to their cordial
dislike for the Italians.

The representatives of ‘jeune France’® (non-workers), by the way,
trotted out their view that any nationality and even nations are ‘des
préjugés surannés’.® Proudhonised Stirnerianism. Everything to be
broken down into small ‘groupes’ or ‘communes’, which in turn form
an ‘association’, but not a state. Furthermore, this ‘individualisa-
tion’ of mankind and the ‘mutualisme’**" it entails are to proceed by
bringing history to a halt in every other country and the whole
world waits until the French are ready to carry out a social
revolution. Then they will demonstrate the experiment to us, and
the rest of the world, being bowled over by the force of their
example, will do the same. Just what Fourier expected from his
phalanstére modéle. D’ailleurs® everyone who clutters up the ‘social’
question with the ‘superstitions’ of the Old World is a ‘reactionary’.

The English laughed heartily when I began my seeecn with the
observation that our friend Lafargue, and others, who had
abolished nationalities, had addressed us in ‘Frenck, i.e., in a
language which Y/, of the audience did not understand. I went on
to suggest that by his denial of nationalities he seemed quite
unconsciously to imply their absorption by the model French
nation.

For the rest, the position is difficult now because one must
equally oppose the silly Italianism of the English, on the one hand,
and the mistaken polemic against it of the French, on the other,
and above all prevent any demonstration which would involve our
Association in a one-sided course.

Salut.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart,
1913

2 young France - P outdated prejudices - ¢ Besides
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169

ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON
[Manchester,] 4 July 1866

Dear Moor,

The other half of the note enclosed. Unfortunately, your
telegram reached me after 12 o'clock*® so that I could not make use
of the first post.

What do you say to the Prussians? Their initial successes were
exploited with enormous vigour, and, if it had not been for this
intensity, Benedek would probably have quietly withdrawn to
Olmiitz,” but he was obviously forced to come to battle yesterday,
and there could be no doubt about the issue after what had
befallen. To determine the outcome of such a decisive battle in 8
hours is quite unprecedented; in other circumstances, it would
have lasted 2 days.*®® But the needle-gun is a merciless weapon,
and then these fellows really do fight with a verve that I have
never before observed in such peace-time troops. For the
defender, the attacker’s need to take positions by storm compen-
sates for his superiority in weapons, and here too the Prussians
appear to have accomplished a great deal. Benedek, with his deep
‘plar’, turns out to have been not merely a jackass but a dullard as
well. How splendidly he could, with sufficient men, have caught
those fellows in the mountains!

At all events, Bismarck will now try to set up his Imperial
Germany, and that should include Bohemia, which he hopes to
take from the Austrians and thereby establish a link between
Silesia and Bavaria. In the treaty with Italy, he did after all
stipulate ‘un territoire autrichien équivalent a la Vénéti’."**

Berlin is again acting with the vileness for which it is famed and
yesterday even went so far as to elect a whole load of ministers.
What will those camels of men of Progress® say now?

The farce up in the North-West is delightful and will probably
soon be no less so in the South, too.

The only safeguard against the betrayal that Bismarck has
plotted with Bonaparte is the quite unexpected magnitude of the

a Czech name: Olomouc - b ‘Austrian territory equivalent to Venetia’
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victories. He will now find it difficult to cede much, and the
Belgians will probably have to pay part of the price.?*
Kindest regards to the rapes.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
1913 Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS'!

IN MANCHESTER

nd 1
Dear Freo, [London,] 7 July 1866

D’abord® my heartfelt thanks for the Californian consignment.
Yet, I was unable to pay the ranprorp, who is again owed for two
quarters. I had to allow priority to part-payments to the fellows
who are dunning me every hour of the day.

As regards my state of health, first of all, I have had my nose
properly to the grindstone again over the past two weeks, and hope
that by the end of August, if I preserve this degree of health, I
shall have finished the first volume,” which I am having published
by itself. It is true that I am obliged to continue with Gumpert’s
liver-medicine every day, as I would otherwise be laid low at once.
Question: is the arsenic (put astde for many weeks now) compatible
with it? I am asking because for 4 days now another carbuncle has
been appearing above my right collar-bone. I owe more to the
Bordeaux than to any medicine. I am incidentally only working in
the day-time, as a sporadic attempt to work at night (once or twice)
immediately had very unfortunate consequences.

Before passing to general matters, can you translate ‘pur sTRETCHES
uron THE MULE” into German for me, and tell me what ‘picks’ in weaving
are called in German? What is a ‘mver’ on the mule?

The workers’ demonstrations in London are fabulous compared
with anything seen in England since 1849, and they are solely the

2 First of all - b of Capital
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work of the ‘ InternaTionar’. Mr Lucraft, ri, the captain in Trafalgar
Square, is onE oF our counci.’® This shows the difference between
acting behind the scenes whilst retiring in public, and the
democrats’ habit of puffing themselves up in public and doing
nothing.

The Commonuwealth is about. to expire.** Fox is leaving it next
week. Apropos. Stumpf has written to me from Mainz that among
the workers the demand for your book ‘The Condition, etc.’* is
growing daily and that you must certainly bring out the second
edition, if only for party reasons. At the same time, his personal
experiences lead him to believe that immediately after the war?*®
‘the labour question’ in Germany will come noticeably to the fore.

Freiligrath has put out a melancholy-lyrical little turd on the
fratricidal war, which his daughter Kate has englished in today’s
Athenaeum.”

Beside a great Prussian defeat, which perhaps (oh but those
Berliners!) might have led to a revolution, there could have been
no better outcome than their stupendous victory. Thiers had been
so successful in denouncing Bonaparte’s policy of helping to
‘make’ Prussia (for beside the English, your Frenchman in fact
really hates only the Prussians), that Boustrapa’® had to amend the
constitution he had imposed on the French and ‘abolish’ discussion
of the address par ordre du Moniteur. (I am enclosing ]. Favre’s
speech on Mexico and Glais-Bizoin’s bad witticisms for you, so that

ou can see what Boustrapa’s position was before the outbreak of
war.)® Mr Bonaparte was counting on victory and defeat
swinging back and forth between Prussians and Austrians, so that
eventually he would be able to step in between the exhausted
combatants like Jupiter Scapin.® The Prussians’ success really puts
his regime in France in dire peril (it is his second great
miscalculation since the American Civil War) if he does not
manage to dictate the terms of peace. On the other hand, the
same success (we are not back in 1815 now) makes it impossible,
almost impossible, for the Prussian dynasty to accept terms other
than those which Austria must reject. not to mention the fact that
handsome William,® alias Alexander the Great, cannot possibly
cede German territory to France. The Prussians’ decision will
depend on the ‘nephew’ in St Petersburg.! It is impossible to say

2 F. Engels, The Condition of the Working-Class in England - ® F. Freiligrath,
‘Westphalian Summer Song’, The Athenaeum, No. 2019, 7 July 1866. - ¢ by order of
the - 4 Scapin—a character from Moli¢re’s Les fourberies de Scapin. - ¢ William I -
f Alexander 11
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what he will do, as that would require one to be in possession of
the material in the Russian State Chancellory. But I, for my part,
cannot understand how the Russians, who are furthermore
offended that the Austrians refused their help, can permit Austria
to get her breath back and miss this favourable moment for their
Turco-Danubian manoeuvres. Mr Victor Emmanuel is also in a
pretty pickle. Venice now belongs to Bonaparte. If he accepts it
from him as a present, that will be the end for his dynasty. On the
other hand, what can he do against France, and where can he now
attack Austria?**

But what do you say to our Foxikins who dashed breathlessly
into our house the day before yesterday, exclaiming: ‘Bonaparte
has saved Germany!’ This view is shared by Beesly, Harrison, etc.,
and the whole Cowmreist clique. Write to me soon, as pen and ink
have to serve in place of oral communication in this eventrur rerIOD.

My best compliments to Mgs Lizzy.?

Little Jenny would like to know how your ‘Africans’ are
doing?®%

Salut.

Your
K.M.

Naturally, Bonaparte does not want war now, until he has
introduced the neepLecun or an equivalent. A Yankee” has offered
the war ministry here a rifle which, so I am assured by a rerucee
Prussian officer (Wilke), is as superior to the needle-gun as the
latter is to ‘Owp Bess,** by virtue of its extreme simplicity of
design, non-susceptibility to heating, reduced need for cleaning,
and cheapness. Is there any sphere in which our theory that the
organisation of labour is determined by the means of production is
more dazzlingly vindicated than in the industry for human
slaughter? It really would be worth your while to write something
on the subject (I have not the necessary knowledge for it} which I
would include as an appendix to my book € under your name. Give
the matter some thought. If you do it, however, it must be done
pour le premier volume, in which I am dealing ex professo® with this
topic. You will appreciate what great pleasure it would give me if
you were also to appear in my principal work (previously I have
only produced tritles) as a direct collaborator, and not just in
quotation!

a Lizzy Burns - P Jacob Snider - ¢ Capital - 4 for the first volume - € in particular
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I am studying Comte on the side just now, as the English and
French are making such a fuss of the fellow. What seduces them
about him is his encyclopaedic quality, la synthése. But that is pitiful
when compared with Hegel (although Comte is superior to him as
a mathematician and physicist by profession, i.e., superior in the
detail, though even here Hegel is infinitely greater as a whole).
And this shitty positivism came out in 1832!

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. M, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, X . L
1913 & ars utiga Published in English in full for the
first time
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON

Manchester, 9 July* 1866
Dear Moor,

History, i.e., world history, is becoming ever more ironical. What
could be more splendid than that Bonaparte should be thus
mocked in practice by his pupil Bismarck, who, backwoods junker
as he is, has suddenly outgrown his master and all at once gives
the whole world a tangible demonstration of how very much this
arbitre de Europe exists ox surrerance. And then this Bismarck
himself, who, in order to be able to govern to all appearances
feudally and absolutely for a few months at home, is pursuing the
policy of the bourgeoisie wrtn a venceance abroad, preparing the
ground for the bourgeoisie to rule and striking along paths where
progress is only possible by liberal, even revolutionary means, and,
in so doing, making his own backwoods junkers be daily at
variance with their own principles. The presenters of the
ceremonial shield to Francis Bomba® are in alliance with Garibaldi,
and the advocates of Thrones by the grace of God go swallowing
up whole countries in spite of Victor Emmanuel!** Never has
there been anything quite so splendid as the Kreuz-Zeitung® in

2 The original has: June. - » Francis II of Naples and Sicily, son of Ferdinand II
nicknamed King Bomba for the bombardment of Messina in September
1848. - ¢ Neue Preussische Zeitung
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these last 4 weeks, and the historico-feudal party, which cost the
genius of Frederick William IV of blessed memory so much toil
and trouble to found, is now choking on the filth which it is being
forced to gobble up at its own leader’s command.

The simple fact is: Prussia has 500,000 needle-guns and the rest
of the world not even 500. It is not possible to equip an army with
breech-loaders in under 2, 3 or perhaps 5 years. Untl then
Prussia will be dux. Do you think Bismarck will not make use of
such a moment? Certainly he will. Bonaparte will take very good
care not to pick a quarrel, and as for the Russians, it is true they
are setting up a most furious howl in the Journal de St.-Pétersbourg,’
but militarily they are now less to be feared than ever. I have no
doubt at all that this sudden enormous growth of Prussia’s might
will drive Bonaparte and the Russians together, and that their first
endeavour will be to prevent each and every increase in Prussia’s
might. But they will take care to hold back from war; as for
France, if she were to intervene actively, that would assuredly be
the best way to drive the South Germans properly into the arms of
the Prussians and consign the civil war to oblivion.”® And as for
the Russians, Monsieur Bismarck is the man to threaten them with
a new Polish insurrection, and they know that the fellow is
unscrupulous enough for that. In general, Bismarck is only too
well aware of his power and also knows that it can only maintain
its present magnitude for a few years, and I believe he will exploit
it to the very last drop. Moreover, Bonaparte can always be bought
off with Belgium in the end, and only just before the war Goltz,
Bonaparte and the Crown Prince of Holland® ‘considered the
possibility’ of dividing Belgium between France and Holland,
which would then cede Luxemburg to France.**® I believe the war
is not over yet by a long chalk, and there is much that can stll
happen.

The Russians really do seem to have realigned themselves
towards Austria some time ago now, and this tremendous success
of the Prussians will make it impossible for them to go back on it
in any way. The more so since Austria will now be ready to receive
Bosnita or Walachia in exchange for Venice, with Russia then
taking Moldavia.

You see, by the by, how right I was in my appraisal of the
Prussian army when I repeatedly said there was far more to it
than people were wont to admit. After these successes and after

a ‘Nouvelles de L’Extérieur’, Journal de Saint-Pétersbourg, No. 140, 23 June (5 July)
1866. - b William, Prince of Orange
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the absolutely brilliant performance of the troops, they will be so
much more self-confident and, at the same time, more experi-
enced at war that they could take the field against the French
tomorrow, even if the latter had breech-loaders, and the French
bayonet, at all events, has had its day, like the Spanish pike in its
time. When breech-loading becomes general, the cavalry will come
into its own again. .

I must make a proper report to Jenny about the Africans,*® as I
have been meaning to for a long time now.

Many regards.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . .
1913 gem e i Published in English for the first
time
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON

Manchester, 12 July 1866

Dear Moor,

I have written about your history to Gumpert, who is in Wales;
as I do not know his address, the letter will first have to go to his
home here, hence certainly some delay. As soon as I have a reply,
I'll write to you, but meanwhile I should advise you to take arsenic
at once and put off everything else, so as to stop the damned
carbuncle. Put an end to this abomination at any cost.

Bonaparte’s little plan and his intervention are in part probably
a consequence of an earlier agreement with Bismarck, but
certainly also—the new Confederation of the Rhine, etc.—are
threats in his direction. But how the fellow can be so stupid as to
make this plan public is beyond my comprehension®’: as with
Schapper—that he could be so stupid, etc.—It will assuredly drive
the whole of South Germany into the arms of the Prussians and
even the old philistines at the Exchange here are quite beside
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themselves about it. One old man from Frankfurt told me: it’s
worth more to the Prussians than a reinforcement of 100,000
men.

You see how the stupid South Germans are letting themselves
be picked off one by one without even taking the trouble to close
ranks.*® Itll soon be the old, old story, we've been betrayed, we’ll
be led like lambs to the slaughter!® 1849 all over again. I feel sorry
for the fellows, theyre good soldiers. Only now does one
understand how the French were able to score such successes
against the ‘Empire’, but not how the Empire was able to hold out
for so long against a concentrated monarchy like France.**®

I will try and produce the stuff about the mass-murder-industry
for you.

Many regards.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. E nd K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . . .
lglgngels “ s utgar Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS

IN MANCHESTER
[London,] 21 July* 1866

Dear Frep,

The carbuncle has fortunately departed again of its own accord.
But in the present heat my uiver has been and still is scourging me
sorely. For all that, my work? is progressing well and will continue
to do so if my present condition lasts. It is, of course,
embarrassing for me to have to pester you again already, but as
you will gather from the enclosed note (which you must return to
me) there is periculum in mora.® I have with difficulty obtained an

2 Engels uses the South-German dialect here: ‘Man will uns uf die Schlachtbank
fihre!’ - b See this volume, p. 291. - ¢ The original has: January. - 4 on the first
volume of Capital - ¢ danger in delay (Livy, The History of Rome, Vol. XXXVIII,
Chap. 25)
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extension until next Tuesday. From your last communication I am
in doubt as to whether you are in Manchester. Nor have I received
any more copies of The Manchester Guardian. Or has nothing else
of yours appeared in it?**

One must refrain from passing any judgment on the present
circumstances, pending news either of a ceasefire or of a decisive
battle at Vienna. At any rate, the course of events has demonstrated
the extraordinary decay of the Austrian system.

For the moment, these English of ours are, as always, paying
homage to success. The great Arnold Ruge, too, has made his
pronunciamento for Prussia 14 days ago, as the great Kinkel did
earlier still. 1f the Prussians continue victorious to the end, what a
throng of place-seekers and fatherland-rescuers will surge towards
Frankfurt!

At all events, the ‘homme prestige’,* ‘Jupiter Scapin’,” croTEsQUE
prOVIDENCE oF Evrore is shaken and even overshadowed by Bismarck.
That is some consolation.

The V1 Rerort of the Canorens Emrrovment Commission appeared
here a few days ago. It concludes the enquéte’ into the
manufactories, and only a supplement has yet to appear concern-
ing the ‘orcanvisep cancs’ of women and children, who are
sporadically used in agriculture. There could have been no more
dreadful blow to the optimism of the bourgeoisie since 1850 than
from these 5 sLue Books. Furthermore, the VIIIth Rerorr of the
Boarp or Heaita® was brought out a few days ago, which contains
in particular a very detailed enquéte of the living conditions of the

proletariat.’*
Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . X .
1913 Published in English for the first

time

2 ‘man of prestige’ - P Scapin—a character from Moliére’s Les fourberies de Scapin
(here Napoleon III is meant) - © enquiry - 9 Eighth Report of the Medical Officer of
the Privy Council.
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174

ENGELS TO MARX '
IN LONDON

Manchester, 25 July 1866

Dear Moor,

I think you will now have received the notes all right; in a
moment of distraction I must have put in, in their stead, the piece
of paper on which I had noted the Nos. The notes themselves I
had slipped inside the cover of my writing-case, which is where 1
found them when I had recovered from the initial shock of your
telegram.” 1 hope they still arrived in time.

The business in Germany now seems fairly straightforward to
me. From the moment of Bismarck’s so colossal success in using
the Prussian army to put the bourgeois plan for Little Germany
into effect,* developments in Germany have moved so decisively
in that direction that we shall have to accept the fait accompli just
like everybody else, we may LIKE 1T OR NOT. As regards the national
aspect of the question, at all events, Bismarck will set up a Little
German Empire of the dimensions envisaged by the bourgeoisie,
1. e., including South-West Germany, the phrases about the Main
boundary and the orrional Soutu GERMAN SEPARATE CONFEDERACY, 4t any
rate, only being intended for the French®’; meanwhile the
Prussians are marching on Stuttgart. Incidentally, before very
long, the German provinces of Austria will join this Empire too,
since Austria is certain to go Hungarian now,””® and the Germans
will become the 3rd nation in the Empire—lower even than the
Slavs.

Politice* Bismarck will be forced to rely on the bourgeoisie,
whom he needs against the Imperial Princes. Perhaps not at this
moment, as his prestige and the army are still sufficient. But
simply to ensure that parliament will grant the necessary
conditions for central power, he will have to give something to the
bourgeoisie, and the natural course of events will constantly
compel him or his successors to appeal to the bourgeoisie again; so
that, even if Bismarck perhaps gives the bourgeoisie no more than
he absolutely has to now, he will, nevertheless, be driven
increasingly in a bourgeois direction.

a Politically

12-1196
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The good aspect to the affair is that it simplifies the situation
and makes revolution easier by putting an end to the brawling
among the smaller capitals and, at all events, hastens develop-
ments. A German parliament is after all quite a different thing
from a Prussian Chamber. All the little states will be drawn into
the movement, there will be an end to the worst localised
tendencies, and the parties will at last become truly national
instead of merely local.

The chief disadvantage—and it is a very substantial one—is the
inevitable swamping of Germany by Prussianism. Also the
temporary exclusion of German Austria, a consequence of which
will be an immediate advance of the Slav cause in Bohemia,
Moravia and Carinthia. Unfortunately, nothing can be done to
prevent either.

In my view, therefore, we can do nothing whatsoever but simply
accept the fact, without approving of it, and use, as far as we can,
the increased opportunities which are, at all events, bound to arise
now, to organise and unite the German proletariat nrationally.

I did not need Stumpf’s letter to tell me that srorrer Liebknecht
would launch himself into fanatical support of the Austrian cause,
it was absolutely inevitable.”' Incidentally, there was no mistaking
his furious despatches from Leipzig in the Neue Frankfurter
Zeitung. This N. F. Zeitung, with its Blind-ish regicidal tendencies,
went so far as to reproach the Prussians for their disgraceful
treatment of ‘His Highness the Elector of Hesse’® and was beside
itself with enthusiasm for the poor blind Guelph.

Nothing more of mine in the Guardian®¥

Your
F. E.
Best wishes to the rapies.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engel d K. M, Bd. 3. Stutigart, . . S
lglsnge s un e uttgart Published in English in full for the

first time

“ Ludwig IIT - » George V of Hanover



175. Marx to Engels. 27 July 1866 299

175

MARX TO ENGELS™

IN MANCHESTER
[London,] 27 July® 1866

Dear Frep,

Best thanks for the £10. They came in the nick of time.

I have not written to Stumpf, precisely because he asked for a
line of ‘conduct’, and my view was that he would do best not to
‘conduct’ himself at all until events took a decisive turn.**' That
was a view which I raruer thought advisable not to put to him in
writing. Mainz is at present sull encircled, so far as I know, so
postal communication is also presumably interrupted. Did you
write to Stumpf?

The comedy in Frankfurt makes up somewhat for the exhala-
tion of the victors. Lord, lord, they howled, 25 million! And his
worship the mayor” goes and hangs himself! *** And the Prussians,
for their part, officially declare that Frankfurt will have to fork
out because its papers have ‘insulted’ His Majesty William the
Conqueror.© Since his government post in Briinn is only tempor-
ary, Stieber will eventually become mayor of the Frankfurter-on-
Mainers, whom by the way I have always thought the most
insufferable scoundrels. And Edgar Bauer will be imposed on
them as Censor-in-Chief. But as regards the Fschenheimer Gasse,*”
Privy Gounsellor Duncker would—except that he is, of course,
ruling in Kassel.

I am entirely at one with you that we must take the mess as it is.
It is, nevertheless, pleasant to be far off at this youthful time of
love’s first dawning.® The arrogance of the Prussians and the
foolishness of handsome William,* who believes that nothing has
changed since his dream of victory, except that he is now a great
potentate, etc., will have their effect soon enough. The Austrians
now find themselves where the Slav fanatics from Prague wanted
them in 1848.%%* However, for the moment their loss of Venice,
their enforced concentration of strength is in no way to the
Russians’ advantage. Being a Pan-Slavic empire themselves, they

* The original has: August.- P Karl Fellner - ¢ William I of Prussia (an ironical
comparison with the Norman William who conquered England in 1066) -
d F. Schiller, Das Lied von der Glocke. - ¢ William I

12*
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will be all the more antagonistic to the Muscovites. In view of the
extraordinary decline of the Habsburgs, it is certainly to be feared
that sy and sy they will allow the Russians to tempt them into a
combined attack on Turkey.

For the workers, of course, everything that centralises the
bourgeoisie is to their advantage. At all events, even if peace is
concluded tomorrow, it will be even more provisional than that of
Villafranca and Zurich was.** As soon as the ‘arms reform’ has
been completed by the various parties, it will be back to ‘bashing’,
as Schapper calls it. At all events, Bonaparte has suffered a
setback, too, although the setting up of mlhtary kmgdoms on all
sides rlght and left fits the Plon-Plonist® scheme ‘de la démocratie
générale’

The government has almost caused a mutiny here. Your
Englishman first needs a revolutionary education, of course, for
which two weeks would suffice if Sir Richard Mayne had absolute
powers of command. In actual fact, it all hung on one point. If the
raiLings had been used—and it almost came to that—for offence
and defence against the police, and some score of the latter killed,
the military would have had to ‘step in’, instead of merely
parading. And then things would have got quite jolly. This much
is certain: that these stiff-necked John Bulls, whose sconces appear
made to measure for the constables’ srupceons, will accomplish
nothing without a really bloody clash with those in power.

A touching scene, that, between that old jackass Beales and the
equally asinine old Walpole, and then the intervention of the
thin-voiced, inTrusive, self-important Holyoake, who through ‘love
of the truth’ is constantly finding his way into The Times—nothing
but peace and dissoluteness.”® Meanwhile, whilst these riff-raff are
patting each other on the back and belick-spittling each other, that
cur Knox, the police magistrate of Marylebone, 1s sending people
down in a summary fashion, which shows what would happen if
London were Jamaica.?*?

Disraeli has made a fine fool of himself, firstly by his pathetic
remark in the Lower House,” ‘he did not know whether he still
had a house’, and then by the strong military occupation of that
same house, although, thirdly, the mos (instructed beforehand by
the Rerorm Leacue people) deliberately left the house of Mr ‘Vivian
Grey’© untoucHen. The house lost not a hair from its head. For
which ' Elcho’s window-panes had to suffer the more. I had

2 ‘of universal democracy’ - ® on 24 July 1866 - < an ironic reference to Disraeli,
the author of a novel under the same title



176. Engels to Marx. 6 August 1866 301

dropped the uint to Gremer and other manacers that it might be
appropriate to pay a visit to the ‘Times” Newsearer. As they did not
immediately ‘take’ the mint, or did not want to, I did not press it.

The cholera is paying us (I mean the Londoners) its respects
with the utmost gravity, and Dr Hunter’s report, in the VIiIth
Rrrort of the Hraita Boarn® on the ‘Housing of the Poor’, which
appeared last week,” is presumably intended to serve Madam
Cholera as a opirectory of addresses calling for preferential
visitation.

My BesT compLIMENTS To Mgs Lizzy.?

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . . L
19]3nges - o e Published in English in full for the
first time
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON
Manchester, 6 August 1866

Dear Moor,

The humour in your last letter leads me to conclude that your
liver must be much better, although you do not say anything about
it yourself. As regards the Frankfurters,*® you should have just
heard the wailing and gnashing of teeth by the ones here, of
whom we have a whole legion here and who got the most frightful
letters from their brothers, etc. On this occasion the Prussian
lieutenant did, of course, conduct himself with all the charm for
which he is renowned, but it was to be expected from the
beginning that these gentlemen would be More FRIGHTENED THAN HURT.
In the rest of South Germany, where the Frankfurters are not
especially popular either and where they are reproached for
running with the hare and hunting with the hounds, there was

a Eighth Report of the Medical Officer of the Privy Council. - ® Lizzy Burns
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positive pleasure that it was they who were treated so roughly. 1
have seen such letters myself.

So, Bismarck won in the end, and Wilhelmchen? has issued a
form of words to conciliate his Highnesses, Noble Lords and
Faithful Followers, simultaneously affirming, however, that if they
refuse him money again, the spending of money without approval
will unfortunately be ‘unavoidable’ again. I still do not see how the
conflict can thereby be resolved, even with this Chamber. Then
there is a German, or rataer North German parliament as well,
about whose possible position or at least powers Mr Eulenburg has
resolutely refused to give any information whatsoever——there are
splendid prospects for a dust-up before long. Bismarck himself
will surely seek to avoid a dispute, he is not that stupid, but that
old brute of a Hohenzollern is bound to embroil himself, and then
he will be amazed at the intelligence of his bayonets.*’

That we shall soon be back to bashing is clear enough. I believe
things will come to a head with the French. Bonaparte is shrewd
enough to want to avoid this as long as at all possible, but the mass
of Frenchmen, in particular the bourgeoisie, with their distaste for
any strengthening of Germany, really is too short-sighted and
fanatical to be denied the expansion de la France qui ne peut avoir
liew que du cété de I’Allemagne® and war against Prussia is also
popular with the peasants and more stupid workers; therefore
there is no telling how soon the storm will break.

Wehner, who has just returned from Hanover, tells me that the
Prussian officers have already made themselves thoroughly hated
there, too, likewise the bureaucrats and police.

I shall probably not spend long in Germany this year either.
What with the exhalation of the victors in the North and the
Republicans bawling out their enthusiasm for the Elector of
Hesse© in the South, where ought one to go? I shall attempt to go
into the Harz by a roundabout route, there are fortunately no
garrisons there.

The Kilnische Zeitung is now screaming with much frothing at
the mouth for the exclusion of South Germany. This is the
catchword put out by Bismarck to facilitate Bonaparte’s retreat,
and the Kolnische is storming in this direction with such insane
fervour that one sees through the whole nonsense immediately.
No paper has yet behaved quite so vilely as this one. Having been
most vociferously shouting for peace, it leapt into the contrary

a William I - b Expansion of France which can only occur in the direction of
Germany - ¢ Ludwig III
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stance as soon as it saw that Bismarck with his cry of ‘Austria
wants war! Up and at ’em!” was not to be put off the scent, and
ever since it has been Bismarck’s best friend, at least in good will if
not in finesse. It is his lap-dog in the press.

If the new breech-loading gun the American showed to the
government here is the Snider-Enfield, it is not up to much. It was
most probably another one you were referring to.* Incidentally, a
more rapid rate of fire than that already achieved by the
needle-gun is of little consequence, as in practice the difference is
virtually reduced to zero; on the other hand, greater precision and
accuracy of aim are now becoming increasingly important. I am
just re-reading Griesheim’s tactics"—how outdated almost all of it
already is now!

Kindest regards to the vabies.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. M Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . , A .
1913 g ans utiga Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS?*®

IN MANCHESTER
[London,] 7 August 1866

Dear Frep,

You inferred correctly from my last letter that my state of
health has improved, although it fluctuates from one day to the
next. Meanwhile, the feeling of being fit to work again pors Mucu
For a mMan. Unfortunately, I am constantly interrupted by sociaL
troveies and lose a lot of time. Thus, for example, the butcher has
suspended meat supplies today, and by Saturday even my stock of
paper will be used up.

Since yesterday Laura is half promised to Monsieur Lafargue,
my medical Creole. She treats him like the others, but the

a See this volume, p. 291. - » G. von Griesheim, Vorlesungen idiber die Taktik.
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outbursts of feeling these Creoles are subject to, a slight fear that
the jeune homme* (he is 25) might do away with himself, etc., some
fondness for him, undemonstrative as always with Laura (he is a
good-looking, intelligent, energetic lad of athletic build), have more
or less led to a semi-compromise. The boy attached himself to me
first of all, but soon transferred the arrraction from the old man
to his daughter. His economic circumstances are middling, as he is
the only child of a former planter-family.” He is rayé de l'université
de Paris pour deux ans® on account of the congrés a Liege,* but
intends to sit his examination at Strasbourg. In my judgment, he
has an outstanding gift for medicine, in which he is, however,
infinitely more sceptical than our friend Gumpert. Scepticism in
medical matters appears to be the order of the day with both
professors and students in Paris. E. g., Magendie, who declares all
therapeutics, in their present srate, to be fraudulent. As always,
this scepticism not only does not exclude crorcuets, but embraces
them. E. g., Lafargue believes in alcohol and electricity as the chief
cures. Fortunately, he is having a good adviser in Professor
Carrere, a refugee (hautes mathématiques® physics and chemistry),
and will be able to acquire much practical experience in the
London hospitals. I have managed to get him admitted there
through the good offices of a third party.

A very important work which I shall send on to you (but on
condition that you send it back, as it is not my property) as soon as
I have made the necessary notes, is: ‘P. Trémaux, Origine et
Transformations de 'Homme et des autres Etres, Paris 1865 In spite
of all the shortcomings that I have noted, it represents a very
significant advance over Darwin. The two chief theses are:
croisements® do not produce, as is commonly thought variety, but,
on the contrary, a unity typical of the espéces! The physical
features of the earth, on the other hand, differentiate (they are the
chief, though not the only basis). Progress, which Darwin regards
as purely accidental, is essential here on the basis of the stages of
the earth’s development, dégénérescence® which Darwin cannot
explain, is straightforward here; ditto the rapid extinction of
merely transitional forms, compared with the slow development of
the type of the espéce, so that the gaps in palaeontology, which
Darwin finds disturbing, are necessary here. Ditto the fixity of the
espece, once established, which is explained as a necessary law

2 young man - P the family of Frangois Lafargue - < sent down from the
University of Paris for two years-9 higher mathematics - ¢ crossings - { species -
g8 degeneration
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(apart from individual, etc., variations). Here hybridisation, which
raises problems for Darwin, on the contrary supports the system,
as it is shown that an espece is in fact first established as soon as
croisement with others ceases to produce offspring or to be
possible, etc.

In its historical and political applications far more significant
and pregnant than Darwin. For certain questions, such as
nationality, etc., only here has a basis in nature been found. E.g.,
he corrects the Pole Duchinski, whose version of the geological
differences between Russia and the Western Slav lands he does
incidentally confirm, by saying not that the Russians are Tartars
rather than Slavs, etc.,* as the latter believes, but that on the
surface-formation predominant in Russia the Slav has been
tartarised and mongolised; likewise (he spent a long time in
Africa) he shows that the common negro type is only a
degeneration of a far higher one.

‘Hors des grandes lois de la nature, les projets des hommes ne sont que
calamités, témoins les efforts des czars pour faire du peuple polonais des
Moscovites. [...] Méme nature, mémes facultés, renaitront sur un méme sol.
L’ceuvre de destruction ne saurait toujours durer, 'ecuvre de reconstitution est
éternelle... Les races slaves et lithuaniennes ont avec les Moscovites, leur véritable
limite dans la grande ligne géologique qui existe au nord des bassins du Niémen et
du Dniéper... Au sud de cette grande ligne: les aptitudes et les types propres a
cette région sont et demeureront toujours différents de ceux de la Russie.’b
[P. Trémaux, Origine et transformations de Uhomme..., pp. 402, 420, 421.]

Salut.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart,
1913

2 See this volume, pp. 163-64. - b ‘If not comprehended by the great laws of nature,
man’s undertakings are but calamities, witness the efforts of the Czars to make
Muscovites of the Polish people. [...] The same soil will give rise to the same character
and the same qualities. A work of destruction cannot last forever, but a work of
reconstitution is everlasting... The true frontier of the Slav and Lithuanian races with
the Muscovites is represented by the great geological line which lies to the north of the
basins of the Niemen and the Dnieper... To the south of that great line, the talents and
the types fitted to that region are and will always remain different from those of
Russia.’
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ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON

Manchester, 10 August 1866

Dear Moor,

I don’t know whether I should offer full, semi- or no
congratulations at all on Laura’s semi-engagement. But whatever
quantity of congratulations may be admissible, it affects their
quality not a wit, and I therefore congratulate with all my heart.

About how much does the Trémaux book® cost? If it is not
excessively dear on account of illustrations or anything, I'll get it
myself, and then you won’t need to send it to me.

To allay your butcher’s wrath and replenish your stock of paper,
I am enclosing J/F 65865 and 66, 2 £5 notes totalling £ 10, dated
Manchester, 30 January 1865. I wish that I could set aside more
than £200 a year for you, but unfortunately I cannot. If all goes
well, it is true that I shall probably be able to provide another £50,
but cotton is falling again now, and Bonaparte’s note concerning
the 1814 frontiers®® is alarming the philistine, and that affects the
accounts.

That note of Bonaparte’s seems to indicate that a wrren has
cropped up between him and Bismarck. Otherwise, his demand
would surely not have been so discourteous and unexpected, nor
would it have been made at such a very inopportune moment for
Bismarck. Bismarck undoubtedly stands to lose nothing by
complying with it, but how can he do so now? What will his
victorious army say to it? And the German parliament, and the
Chambers, and the South Germans? And the old jackalss,b who will
now look as idiotically beatific as my black and white dog Dido
when he’s eaten his belly full, and who has said, not an inch of
German soil, etc.?

The note was a great folly on Bonaparte’s part, but the howling
of the opposition and probably of the army, too, will presumably
have forced him to precipitate the matter. It may turn out to be
exceedingly dangerous for him. Fither Bismarck enables a
concession to be made, and then he will be forced to start a war
with Bonaparte at the earliest opportunity in order to take his

2 P. Trémaux, Origine et transformations de Uhomme et des autres étres. - ® William I
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revenge; or else he may not give way, and then there will be war
even sooner. In either case, Bonaparte runs the risk of fighting a
war he does not want and without the appropriate diplomatic
preparation, without any sure allies, for the publicly avowed
purpose of conquest. Incidentally, Bismarck told the Hanoverian
minister Platen several years ago that he would put Germany
under the Prussian helmet and then lead it against the French in
order to ‘forge it into one’?”

Circulars are circulating here for a ‘Kinkel-féte’, put round by
Leppoc, ‘a great poet and a great man’, on the occasion of
Gottfried-the-Pious’ departure for Zurich. I have said I am willing
to take part in it for the sum of one farthing.

With kindest regards to your wife and the girls,

Your
F. E.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original

sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, . , . .
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Rubhshed in English for the first
Abt. 111, Bd. 8, Berlin, 1930 ume
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MARX TO PAUL LAFARGUE?®*"

IN LONDON

London, 13 August 1866

My dear Lafargue,

Allow me to make the following observations:

1. If you wish to continue your relations with my daughter,® you
will have to give up your present manner of ‘courting’. You know
full well that no engagement has been entered into, that as yet
everything is undecided. And even if she were formally betrothed
to you, you should not forget that this is a matter of long
duration. The practice of excessive intimacy is especially inapprop-
riate since the two lovers will be living at the same place for a
necessarily prolonged period of severe testing and purgatory. I

a [aura Marx
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have observed with alarm how your conduct has altered from one
day to the next within the geological period of one single week.
To my mind, true love expresses itself in reticence, modesty and
even the shyness of the lover towards the object of his veneration,
and certainly not in giving free rein to one’s passion and in
premature demonstrations of familiarity. If you should urge your
Creole temperament in your defence, it is my duty to interpose
my sound reason between your temperament and my daughter. If
in her presence you are incapable of loving in a manner in
keeping with the London latitude, you will have to resign yourself
to loving her from a distance. I am sure you will take the hint.
2. Before your relationship with Laura 1s finally settled, I must
have proper darification of your financial position. My daughter
believes that I am conversant with your affairs. She is mistaken. 1
did not raise this question because I believed it was incumbent
upon you to take the initiative. You know that I have sacrificed my
whole fortune to the revolutionary struggle. I do not regret it.
Quite the contrary. If I had to begin my life over again, I would
do the same. I would not marry, however. As far as it lies within
my power, I wish to save my daughter from the reefs on which
her mother’s life was wrecked. Had it not been for my direct
intervention (a weakness on my part) and the influence that my
friendship for you exerted on my daughter’s conduct, this affair
would never have progressed to its present point; for this reason I
bear a heavy personal responsibility. As far as your immediate
situation is concerned, the information which has come my way,
although I did not seek it, is by no means reassuring. But let’s not
deal with that now. Regarding your position in general, I know
that you are still a student, that your career in France has been
half ruined by the events at Liege,® that you still lack an
indispensable tool for your acclimatisation in England, the
language, and that your prospects are at best entirely problematic.
Observation has persuaded me that you are not very industrious
by nature, despite spasmodic feverish activity and good intentions.
In these circumstances, you will need external support if you are
to set out in life with my daughter. I know nothing of your family.
Although they may enjoy a comfortable living, that does not in
itself mean that they would be disposed to make sacrifices for you.
I do not even know with what favour they regard your proposed
alliance. I repeat that I must have positive clarification on all these
matters. Moreover, as an avowed realist, you cannot, of course,
expect that I should behave as an idealist in respect of my
daughter’s future. Such a positive person as yourself, who would
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abolish poetry, will not wish to make poetry to the detriment of
my child.

3. To preclude any misinterpretation of this letter, I would like
to state that—were you in a position to enter into matrimony
today—it would not come about. My daughter would refuse. I
myself should object. You must have achieved something in life
before thinking of marriage, and a long period of testing is
required of you and of Laura.

4. 1 would like this letter to remain confidential between
ourselves. I await your reply.

Yours very truly
Karl Marx

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Works, Second Russian Edition, Vol. 31,

Moscow. 1963 Translated from the French

Published in English in full for the
first time
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MARX TO ENGELS?
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 13 aotit* 1866

Dear Frep,

Lenchen® reached the post-office too late on Saturday to send
off my note gratefully acknowledging receipt of the £10.

You must forgive me if I do not write a letter today. I have the
most pressing business on my back. I wrote a long letter in French
to Lafargue today, telling him that I must have des renseignements
positifsc from his family concerning his economic circumstances
before the affair can proceed or an arrancement can be arrived at.?
A letter that he passed to me yesterday from a famous French
doctor® in Paris speaks well of him.

The title of the book; ‘P. Trémaux: Origine et Transformations de
I’'Homme et des autres Etres. Premiére Partie. Paris (Librairie de

a August - » Helene Demuth - ¢ positive  information - 4 See this volume,
pp- 307-09. - ¢ Jules Antoine Moilin
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L. Hachette) 1865 Part Two has not yet appeared. No planches*
The man’s geological mars are in his other works.
Snippet from Liebknecht enclosed. I shall be sending you his
newspapers,” too, but they are not worth a pinch of snutf.*”
Salut.

Your
K. M.

I shall also be getting the chief work by the above-mentioned
Parisian médecin® and will let you have it as soon as I have read it
myself.

First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according o the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, B o
1913 Published in English in full for the
first time
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MARX TO ENGELS*?

IN MANCHESTER
London, 23 August 1866

Dear Frep,

Just a few lines today. The Lafargue affair has been arranged
inasmuch as his old man¢ has written to me from Bordeaux,
requesting the title of promesso sposo® for his son and offering a
very favourable economic settlement. Furthermore, it is accepted
that Lafargue jeune' first has to qualify as a doctor in London and
then in Paris before thinking of marriage. So Far THE THING IS SETTLED.
But I also informed our Creole yesterday that if he cannot calm
himself pow~n to English manners, Laura will show him the door
without more ado. He must be absolutely clear about this or
nothing will come of the affair. He has a heart of gold but is an
enfant gaté® and too much a child of nature.

4 plates - b Mitteldeutsche Volkszeitung - < doctor. ]. A. Moilin (le docteur Tony),
Legons de médecine physiologique. - 4 Frangois Lafargue - ¢ fiancé - { junior - 8 spoilt
child
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Laura declares that before she will formally let herself become
betrothed, she must have your cownsent.

I am threatened with new carbuncles here and there, but they
keep disappearing again; they do, however, oblige me to keep my
hours of work very much wrrHiv Livis.

Kindest regards to Lizzy.?

Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart,
1913
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MARX TO LUDWIG KIGELMANN %
IN HANOVER

London, 23 August 1866

My dear Friend,

You must justifiably be angered by my prolonged silence,
despite your sundry friendly communications.

However, you will have to excuse me, on account of the
extraordinary circumstances in which I find myself.

In consequence of my long illness, my economic situation has
reached a point of crisis. I have accumulated debts, which are a
crushing mental burden and make me incapable of any activity
other than the work in which I am immersed. If I do not succeed
in taking out a loan of at least 1,000 talers at an interest of say 5%,
I can really see no way out. And despite the numerous letters of
acknowledgement I receive from Germany, I do not know where
to turn. I can only accept aid from personal friends, nothing
public. You will understand that in such conditions letter-writing
becomes difficult.

I have not yet succeeded in re-establishing my former lucrative
links with America.”® They are so taken up with their own

a Lizzy Burns
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movement there that they regard any expenditure on European
reports as faux frais de production® 1 could help them by emigrating
myself. But I consider it my duty to remain in Europe and
complete the work on which I have been engaged for so many
years.”

As regards that work itself, I do not think I shall be able to
deliver the manuscript of the first volume (it has now grown to 3
volumes?) to Hamburg before October. I can only work
productively for a very few hours per day without immediately
feeling the effects physically, and for my family’s sake I suppose I
must, however unwillingly, resolve to observe the hygienic limits
until T am fully recovered. My work is furthermore often
interrupted by the impingement of adverse external cir-
cumstances.

Although I am devoting much time to the preparations for the
congress in Geneva,”” I cannot go myself, nor do I wish to,
because my work cannot be subjected to prolonged interruption. I
consider that what 1 am doing through this work is far more
important for the working class than anything I might be able to
do personally at any congres quelconque’

I regard the international situation in Europe as only tempor-
ary. As regards Germany in particular, we must take things as we
find them,” i.e., promote the interests of revolution in a manner
appropriate to the changed conditions. Asto Prussia, it is now more
important than €VEY TO WATCH AND TO DENOUNCE her RELATIONS TO RUSSIA.

Your very sincere friend
K. Marx

First published in Die Neue Zeit, Bd. 2, Printed according to the original
Nr. 2, Stuugart, 1901-1902

183

ENGELS TO EMIL ENGELS
IN ENGELSKIRCHEN

Dear Emil, Manchester, 23 August 1866

In great haste, just to ask you to send the Funke document not
to me but to

a unnecessary costs - b Capital - ¢ congress whatsoever
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Hall & Janison, Soticitors,
Manchester,
as soon as it is signed.
I am leaving for Germany tomorrow,*”’ you see.
Kind regards to everyone. I am thinking of coming to
Engelskirchen after Marie Blank’s wedding.

Your
Friedrich

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
N4 fs’ffmF‘{;‘% Lussian Edition, Vol. XXV, g?nbelished in English for the first
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MARX TO LAURA MARX
IN HASTINGS

[London,] 28 August 1866

My dear Cacadou,?

I have received your letter, but not unopened, since it had to
pass through the fingered hands of the Emperor.®

It was always my opinion that to give the last finishing stroke to
your ‘heducation’ some sort of boarding school training was still
wanted. It will do you a great deal of good.

Il hidalgo della figura trista‘ left me at the corner of his house.
His heart having been considerably shaken before, he seemed to
bear his separation from me with a rather heroic indifference.

My best wishes to ooFx 4

I enclose 5 1., the remainder to be sent in the second week.

Yours humbly
Old One

a Laura’s jocular nickname - ® Marx’s daughter, Jenny, who acted as his secret-
ary - ¢ the knight of the woeful character (Don Quixote); here Marx means Paul
Lafargue - 4 Eleanor Marx
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Mama will start uvpon her own expedition to-morrow or
after-to-morrow.”® A great push was wanted to set her amoving.

First published in the language of the Reproduced from the original
original, English, in Annali, an. 1,
Milano, 1958
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MARX TO JOHANN PHILIPP BECKER'
IN GENEVA32

[London,] 31 August 1866

Dear Becker,
It is absolutely imperative that Jung be made President of the

congress,””®

1. because he speaks the 3 languages, English, French, and
German.

2. Jung truly represents the Cexrrar Councit, Odger (who further-
more only knows his mother-tongue) was not elected by the
Cenvrrar Councie; we elected 4 delegates, with Jung at the head;
Odger was only to go if he could raise the money himself
(guaranteed by us, of course). He has done nothing for the
Association.

3. Cremer and Odger have hatched a very mean plot to prevent
Jung and Eccarius leaving on the very last day.

4. Odger wishes to be elected President of the congress as a means
of impressing the English and imposing himself as President of
the Cextrar Councu. for next year, against the wish of the great
majority of the Councir.

5. Cremer and Odger have both betrayed us in the Reform
League, where they came to a compromise with the bourgeoisie
against our wishes.?"?

6. Mr Cremer has morally debased himself completely. All his
efforts are now aimed at securing a ‘paid’ post for himself, so that
he need not work. In no circumstances must he therefore be elected
as General Secretary by the congress. (The only paid post.) They

2 The letter bears the stamp: International Working Men’s Association / Central
Council / London.
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must elect Fox, on the pretext, which is incidentally true, that the
General Secretary must know more than one language.

9.* The President of the Cenrrar Councr must not be elected by the
congress but here in London, as a figure of merely local importance.

10. At the election of the President for the congress, you must say
at the outset that an international congress can only be presided
over by a man who can speak the various languages, simply to save
time, etc.

11. Convey this to Dupleix.

12. T should be glad if you would get Eccarius to translate the
instructions® which I wrote in the name of the Cenrtrar ComurrTee
for the London delegates into German beforehand.

Regards and handshake.

Your
Karl Marx

First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original
Waorks, First Russian Edition, Vol. XXV,
Moscow, 1934
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MARX TO ELEANOR MARX
IN HASTINGS

[London,] 5 September 1866

My beloved master *ooF,

I bow to the earth before your immensity, whatever part you
may condescend to act, that of the infinitely small or the infinitely
grand. |

Your letters have enchanted us, and we were really bursting out
with laughter on reading that fine passage in which you describe
the spontaneous explosion produced by the exhibition spinster.

I am belaboured by a gorilla offspring® who can hardly spend
the separation from a velvet mouse he has put his mind upon.® If
he knew her, as well as I do, he would, of course, be still more

4 Marx omitted points 7 and 8 here. - b K. Marx, ‘Instructions for the Delegates of
the Provisional General Council. The Different Questions’. - ¢ Paul Lafargue -
d Laura Marx
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Calypso, qui ne pouvait se consoler du départ d’Ulysse? She may be a
Calypso, but he is not an Ulysses, with all that. A spoonzy fellow
rather. However, he deserves some praise at my hands. He has
worked hard (from 1 o'cdock p.m. to 9) in translating the
instructions® 1 had to draw up for the Geneva Congress
delegates.® He has worked not less hard as a tailor at certain
gymnastic apparatus you are to use. Last, not least, he affects great
attention to the scientific gabble 1 affect to treat him with,
although he and myself are far away from the scene of the mental
entertainment.

The day before yesterday the Lormiers were here and the
Negrillo,” too. Old Lormier, on the pretext of having to
communicate him some gymnastic trick, told him ‘secretly’ and
discreetly, of course, he must stop that fountain of saliva which,
while smoking, he is in the habit of inundating the chimney with.
When both returned from the kitchen, where the secret communi-
cation was taking place, our poor Negrillo looked rather downcast,
and behaved like a ‘good boy’.

In fact, I liked the boy, at the same time, I think, rather jealous
of his encroachments upon my old ‘geheimsecretar’.?

Don’t forget to write me immediately what you have to pay per
week.

The damned weather! I hope it will still mend.

Address of Memeliten °: ‘Mrs Goodbun, Rose and Crown, Dover.’

Adio, my dear child. Many kisses to you and to the immortal
Cacadou,

0 .
Yours —
= o]

You don’t want to write to Mama, as she probably leaves Dover
on Friday for another watering-place.

First published, in Russian, in Voin- Reproduced from the original
stvuyushchy materialist, Book 4, 1925 and

in the language of the original, English,

in The Socialist Review (London), No. 44,

September 1929

a who could not be consoled after Ulysses’ departure - b K. Marx, ‘Instructions for
the Delegates of the Provisional General Council. The Different Questions’. - ¢ Paul
Lafargue - 4 ‘secret secretary’, i.e., Laura Marx - ¢ Marx’s wife
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187

MARX TO LAURA MARX
IN HASTINGS

{London, about 8 September 1866]
My dearest Cacadou,?

You must excuse if T write those few lines only. We want the
inclosed Post Office Order for £3 to leave with the first Post, that
is before 11 o’cdock a.m. You will oblige me by writing us with
what train you will leave Hastings next week, and when you will
arrive here?

Poor child, your toothache would have been spared to you, if
my advice had been followed and my own ‘dentist’ resorted to.

Your last letter has given much pleasure (the toothache news
excepted) because we saw from it with what calm energy our
Cacadou knows how to act. )

Tell Quoquo® that mischief is brewing. The Emperor* fancies to
be neglected by his subjects and feels rather sore.

Yours truly
Old One

First published in: Marx and Engels, Reproduced from the original
gg:ﬁi’wéelcgg; Russian Edition, Vol. 31, guml;lished in English for the first
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MARX TO ENGELS*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 26 September 1866

Dear Frep,

Receipt enclosed for Moore (I only got the receipt from Dell
yesterday).*”

Mr Sawyer, the ranoLorp, has also written me letter that the 3
quarters (£46) are due on 2 October. I have not received a
rartuinGg from Holland yet and so cannot count on that.

2 Laura’s jocular nickname - ® Eleanor Marx - ¢ Jenny, Marx’s daughter
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By way of demonstration against the French monsieurs—who
wanted to exclude everyone except ‘travailleurs manuels’,* in the
first instance from membership of the InTernaTioNaL AssociaTion, or
at least from eligibility for election as delegate to the congress—
the English yesterday proposed me as President of the Cevtrar
Councn. 1 declared that under no circumstances could I accept
such a thing, and proposed Odger in my turn, who was then in
fact re-elected, although some people voted for me despite my
declaration. Dupont, incidentally, has given me the key to the
Tolain and Fribourg operation. They want to stand as workers’
candidates for the Corps législatif* in 1869, on the ‘principle’ that
only workers can represent the workers. That is why it was
exceedingly important for these gentlemen to get this principle
proclaimed through the Congress.”™

At yesterday’s meeting of the Cextrar CounciL there were all
manner of dramatic scenes. E.g., Mr Cremer fell to earth with a
bump when Fox was appointed General Secretary in his stead. He
controlled his fury only with great difficulty. Another scene when
Mr Le Lubez had to be officially informed of his expulsion from
the Centrar. Councu. par décret® of the congress. He gave vent to the
turmoil in his breast in an hour-long speech, in which he spat fire
and brimstone at the Parisians, represented himself in terms of
astonishing self-esteem and mumbled all manner of dubious things
about intrigues whereby the nationalities who were well-disposed
towards him (Belgium and Italy) were prevented from attending
the congress. Finally, he demanded a vote of confidence from the
Central Council™—and this will be discussed next Tuesday.

Salut.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engel ¢ .3 v . . S
lglgﬂgﬂ und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, Published in English in full for the

first timne

2 manual workers - ® by decree
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MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 1 October 1866

Dear Engels,

I do not know whether I told you last time I wrote that there is
a bill of exchange (no longer in the vLanprorn’s hands) outstanding
against me for the rent. Sawyer had written that the bill was due
on the 2nd inst., i.e.,, tomorrow. I called on him yesterday, as by
my reckoning the thing could not be due until 3 October, as I had
drawn the bill on 1 July for 3 smo~v1ns, so that 3 days sight must be
added. And it turned out I was right. The amount is £46 (3
quartirs), and [ have been sans sou® for many weeks, since the smars
stms, which were still obtainable via pawnbrokers, dried up.

As I am furthermore now wuaro eressen from the daily ‘supplies’
which have once more accumulated in recent months and in
present circumstances (Lafargue) must avoid any éclat® more than
ever, I would leave for the Continent at once to see what I can
arrange there ‘personally’. However, I must defer that unti} my
manuscript € is completed, so that I can take it with me and am not
subjected to fresh interruption.

You must forgive me for constantly sornrring and plaguing you
with my private morass. I had put too much reliance on having
the money from Holland.

Your
K. Marx
What do you think of Moilin?¢
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
f':.ngngels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, Published in English for the first

time

2 penniless - P scandal - < of the first volume of Capital -4 See this volume,
p. 310.



320 190. Engels to Marx. 2 October 1866

190

ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON

Manchester, 2 October 1866

Dear Moor,

You did not tell me that you had signed a bill for £46, which
was why I sent you half notes for only £40 yesterday; the missing
halves follow today, as well as a further five-pound-note
I/F 98815, Manchester, 30 January 1865.

Our cashier has not got a second five-pound-note, and it’s too
late for a post orrice order, so I cannot include the remaining
sovereioN; but you will no doubt surmount that difficulty.

Regarding Moilin® and Trémaux,” I will write at greater length
in the next few days; I have not quite finished reading the lauer
yet, but I have come to the conclusion that there is nothing to his
whole theory because he knows nothing of geology, and is
incapable of even the most common-or-garden literary-historical
critique. That stuff about the niceer Santa Maria and the whites
turning into Negroes is enough to make one die of laughing.**
Especially the idea that the traditions of the Senegal wiccers
necessarily deserve credence, just because these fellows cannot write!
In addition, it is another pretty notion of his to ascribe the
differences between a Basque, a Frenchman, a Breton, and an
Alsatian to the surface-structure, which is, of course, also to blame
for the people speaking four different languages.

Perhaps the man will demonstrate in the 2nd volume how he
explains that we Rhinelanders on our Devonian transitional massif
(which has not been covered again by the sea since long before the
coal was formed) did not become idiots and niccers ages ago, or
else he will assert that we are really nicgErs.

The book is utterly worthless, pure theorising in defiance of all
the facts, and for each piece of evidence it cites it should itself first
provide evidence in turn.

# J. A. Moilin (le docteur Tony), Lecons de médecine physiologique (see this volume,
pp- 309-10, 319). - b P. Trémaux, Origine et transformations de Uhomme... (ibid.,
pp- 304-05, 309-10).
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Kindest regards to the rapies.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
£ e und K. Mars, Bd. 3, Stuugart, Published in English for the first
time
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MARX TO ENGELS?#
IN MANGHESTER

[London,] 3 October 1866

Dear Engels,

The enclosed bill will give you some idea of what adventures 1
have had today and yesterday. It was not yesterday that it became
due, as Sawyer had said. This delay of one day would have been
welcome in other circumstances, but in present circumstances it
was exceedingly unfortunate. When your letter arrived yesterday,
I went straight to our baker, Whithers, as there was nothing left to
pawn, and borrowed £1 from him. But when the bill arrived this
morning, it was for £48-1-5d. and not, as 1 had thought, £46. It
was my own fault, of course, for not noting the amount. I had
thought Sawyer would have deducted the Prorrizror Tax which [
had paid and which was not deducted from the previous bill (by
law it falls on him). That was not the case. (He will therefore have
to deduct the whole lot for next quarter.) Hence my mistake over
the £46. The bill was presented this morning at 9 o’clock sharp,
and 1 discovered to my horror that I was £2-1-5d. short. Que
faire?* 1 asked the presenter of the bill to wait (at our house), as 1
had to go and change some money. [ had no alternative but to
return to the good baker, who pulled a very long face, as I am
deep in the red on account of his supplying of provisions.
However, he performed.

2 What was to be done?
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Ad vocem® Trémaux: your verdict ‘that there is nothing to his
whole theory because he knows nothing of geology, and is
incapable of even the most common-or-garden literary-historical
critique’ recurs almost word for word in Cuvier’s ‘Discours sur les
Révolutions du Globe’ in his attack on the doctrine of the
variabilité des espeéces," in which he makes fun of German
nature-worshippers, among others, who formulated Darwin’s basic
idea in its entirety, however far they were from being able to prove
it. However, that did not prevent Cuvier, who was a great
geologist and for a naturalist also an exceptional literary-historical
critic, from being wrong, and the people who formulated the new
idea, from being right. Trémaux’s basic idea about the influence of
the soil (although he does not, of course, attach any value to
historical modifications of this influence, and I myself would
include amongst these historical modifications the chemical altera-
tion in the surface soil brought about by agriculture, etc., as well
as the varying influence which, with varying modes of production,
such things as coalfields, etc., have) is, in my opinion, an idea
which needs only to be formulated to acquire permanent scientific
status, and that quite independently of the way Trémaux presents
1t

Salut.
Your
K. Marx
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engel K. .8 < - . S
Ic)lgnges und Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, Published in English in tull for the

first time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 5 October 1866

Dear Moor,
I am tickled by your naivety in having bills outstanding against
you without knowing the amount; however, it’s lucky the

2 As regards - » P. Trémaux, Origine et transformations de Phomme... - < See this
volume, pp. 320-21. - 4 mutability of species
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difference was no bigger and the good baker was at hand. So that
you can repay the sum in question to that excellent man at once
and thus preserve your credit, I am enclosing £5 I/F 59667,
Manchester, 30 January 1865, for you, and am also returning the
bill now settled.

Ad vocem" Trémaux. When I wrote to you, I had admittedly
only read a third of the book, and that was certainly the worst part
(at the beginning). The second third, the critique of the schools, is
far better; the third, the conclusions, very bad again. The man
deserves credit for having emphasised the effect of the ‘soil’ on the
evolution of races and logically of species as well more than had
previously been done, and secondly for having worked out more
accurate (though, in my view, still very one-sided) views on the
effects of crossing than his predecessors. In one respect, Darwin is
also right in his views on the effect crossing has in producing
change, as Trémaux incidentally tacitdy acknowledges, in that,
when it suits him to do so, he also treats crossing as a means of
change, even if ultimately as one that cancels itself out. Similarly,
Darwin and others have never failed to appreciate the effect of the
soil, and if they did not especially emphasise it, this was because
they had no notion of how the soil exerts an influence—other
than that fertility has a favourable and infertility an unfavourable
effect. And Trémaux is little the wiser about that either. The
hypothesis that, as a general rule, the soil favours the development
of higher species to the extent that it belongs to more recent
formations, sounds exceedingly plausible and may or may not be
correct; however, when I see the ridiculous evidence with which
Trémaux seeks to substantiate it, of which %/, is based on
erroneous or distorted facts and the remaining '/,, proves nothing,
I cannot but extend the profound suspicions I have of the author
of the hypothesis to the hypothesis itself. But when he then goes
on to declare that the effect of the soil's greater or lesser age,
modified by crossing, is the sole cause of change in organic species
or races, I see absolutely no reason to go along with the man thus
far, on the contrary, I see numerous objections to so doing.

You say that Cuvier also criticised the German natural
philosophers for their ignorance of geology when they pr()clalmed
the mutability of species, and yet they were proved right.®
that time, however, the question had nothing to do with geology,
but if someone puts forward a theory of the mutability of species
based on geology alone and makes such geological howlers in it,

2 As regards - ® See previous letter (p. 322).
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falsifies the geology of whole countries (e.g., Italy and even
France) and takes the rest of his examples from countries of
whose geology we are as good as totally ignorant (Africa, Central
Asia, etc.), then that is altogether a different matter. With regard
to the ethnological examples in particular, the ones that concern
countries and peoples which are generally known are almost
without exception erroneous, either in their geological premisses
or in the conclusions drawn from them-—and he completely
ignores the many contrary examples, e.g., the alluvial plains in
Central Siberia, the enormous alluvial basin of the River Amazon,
all the alluvial land southward from La Plata almost to the
southern tip of America (east of the Cordilleras).

That the geological structure of the soil is closely related to the
‘soil’ in which everything grows is an old idea, likewise that this soil
which is able to support vegetation influences the flora and fauna
that subsist on it. It is also true that this influence has as yet been
scarcely examined at all. But it is a colossal leap from there to
Trémaux’s theory. At all events, he deserves credit for having
emphasised this previously neglected aspect, and, as I said, the
hypothesis that the soil encourages evolution in proportion to its
greater or lesser geological age, may be correct within certain limits
(or again it may not), but all the further conclusions he draws I
consider to be either totally mistaken or incredibly one-sided and
exaggerated.

I was very interested by Moilin’s book,” particularly for the
results the French have obtained by vivisection; it is the only way
to ascertain the functions of certain nerves and the effects of
interfering with them; these fellows appear to have taken the art
of animal-torture to a very high level of perfection; and I can very
well understand the hypocritical fury of the English against
vivisection; these experiments no doubt came as a most unpleasant
surprise to many of the comatose gentlemen here and overturned
many of their speculations. Whether there is anything new in the
theory of inflammations, I am in no position to judge (I intend
giving the book to Gumpert); this whole new French school does,
however, appear to have a certain free-and-easy character, making
big claims and being rather less scrupulous with evidence. As
regards medicines, it contains nothing that any competent German
doctor does not also know and accept; Moilin just forgets that
1. one is often obliged to choose the lesser evil, medicine, in order
to get rid of the greater, namely, a symptom which in itself

2 J. A. Moilin (le docteur Tony), Legons de médecine physiologique.
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represents a direct danger, in exactly the same way that by
surgery one destroys tissues where there is no alternative, and
2. that one does have to stick to the medicines for as long as one
has nothing better. As soon as Moilin can cure syphilis with his
electricity, mercury will soon vanish, but scarcely untl then.
Incidentally, no one can go on telling me that only the Germans
can ‘construct’ systems, THE FRENCH BEAT THEM HOLLOW AT THAT.
Kindest regards.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
£ Sreets und K. Mars Bd. 3, Stattgart, Published in English for the first
) time
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MARX TO LUDWIG KUGELMANN %
IN HANOVER

London, 9 October® 1866
1 Modena Villas, Maitland Park,
Haverstock Hill

Dear Friend,

I hope I must not conclude from your lengthy silence that my
last letter® has in any way offended you. The case should be quite
the reverse. Any person, who is in desperate straits, sometimes
feels the need to ventilate his feelings. But he only does so to
people in whom he has a special and exceptional confidence. I do
assure you that my domestic troubles disquiet me far more for
being an obstacle to the completion of my work< than for any
personal or family reasons. I could dispose of the whole problem
tomorrow if I were prepared to take up a practical trade
tomorrow, instead of working for the cause. And I equally hope
that you are not cmbarrassed by the fact that you can do nothing
to alleviate my plight. That would indeed be the most unreasona-
ble of reasons.

2 The original has: November. - ¥ See this volume, pp. 311-12. - ¢ Capital
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And now to some more general matters.

1 was profoundly apprehensive about the first congress in
Geneva.”™ By and large, however, it went off better than I
expected. We had not in the least anticipated the effect it would
have in France, England and America. I was unable to attend, nor
did I wish to, but I did write the programme for the London
delegates.” 1 deliberately confined it to points which allow direct
agreement and combination of efforts by the workers and give
direct sustenance and impetus to the requirements of the class
struggle and the organisation of the workers into a class. The
Parisian gentlemen had their heads stuffed full of the most
vacuous Proudhonist clichés. They pratde incessandy about science
and know nothing. They spurn all revolutionary action, i.e. arising
from the class struggle itself, every concentrated social movement,
and therefore also that which can be achieved by political means
(e.g., such as limitation of the working day by law). Beneath the
cloak of freedom and ant- Govemmentdhsm or anti-authoritarian
individualisin these gentlemen, who for 16 years now have so
quietly endured the most wretched despotism, and are still
enduring it, are in actuality preaching vulgar bourgeois economics,
only in the guise of Proudhonist idealism! Proudhon has done
enormous harm. His pseudo-critique and his pseudo-confrontation
with the Utopians (he himself is no more than a philistine
Utopian, whereas the Utopias of such as Fourier, Owen, etc,
contain the presentiment and visionary expre%sion of a new world)
seized hold of and corrupted first the ‘jeunesse brillante’, > the
students, then the workers, especially those in Paris, who as
workers in luxury trades are, without realising it,themselves deeply
implicated in the garbage of the past. Ignorantly vain, arrogant,
compulsively talkative, rhetorically inflated, they were on the verge
of spoiling everything, as they flocked to the congress in numbers
quite out of proportion to the number of their members. In my
revort 1 oshall give them a discreet rap over the knuckles.

I was exceedingly pleased at the American workers’ congress,
which took place at the same time in Baltimore. The watchword
there was organisation for the struggle against capital, and,
remarkably enough, most of the demands I had put up for
Geneva were put up there, too, by the correct instinct of the
workers. ¥

* K. Marx, ‘Instructions for the Delegates of the Provisional General Council. The
Different Questions’. - P brilliant youth
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The reform movement here, which was called into being by our
Central Council (quorum magna pars fui®), has now assumed
enormous and irresistible dimensions."® I have always kept behind
the scenes and have not further concerned myself with the matter
since it has been under way.

Your
K. Marx

Apropos. The Workman” is a philistine paper, and has nothing to
do with us. The Commonuwealth belongs to our people, but has for
the moment transformed itself purely into a mouthpiece for
Reform (partly for economic and partly for political reasons).

I have recently read Dr T. Moilin: “Le¢ons de Médecine Physiologi-
que’, which came out in Paris in 1865. A lot of fanciful ideas in it
and too much ‘construing’. But a lot of criticism of traditional
therapeutics, too. I would be glad if you would read the book and
let me have your opinion in detail. I would also recommend to
you Trémaux: ‘De Uorigine de tous les étres, etc.” Although written in
a slovenly way, full of geological howlers and seriously deficient in
literary-historical criticism, it Tepresents—wrrTH ALL THAT AND ALL
THaT —an advance over Darwin.t

First published in Die Neue Zeit, Bd. 2, Printed according to the original
Nr. 2, Stuttgart, 1901-1902

194

MARX TO LUDWIG KUGELMANN %
IN HANOVER
London, Saturday, 13 October 1866

Dear Friend,

Since I wish to reply to you at once and your letter has arrived
just before the Post closes (and no post goes from here tomorrow,
Sunday), I shall summarise the quintessence of my iNTErRCEPTED
cerrer > in a few words. (This confiscation of letters is certainly

2 in which I played an important part (Virgil, Aeneid, 11, 6) - b The Working
Man - < See this volume, pp. 304-05.
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not at all pleasant, as I have not the slightest desire to make
Mr Bismarck a confidant to my private affairs. 1f, on the other
hand, he wishes to know my views on his policies, he can approach
me direct, and 1 am sure I shall not mince my words.)

My economic situation has deteriorated so much following my
prolonged illness and the many expenses it entailed that 1 am
faced with a financial crisis in the immediate future, something
which, quite apart from its direct effects on myself and family,
would also be ruinous for me politically, especially here in
London, where one must keep up appearances. What 1 wanted to
find out from you was this: do you know anyone, or a few people
(under no circumstances must the affair become public), who could
advance me about 1,000 talers at an interest rate of 5 or 6% for at
least 2 years? 1 am now paying 20-50% interest for the small
sums I am borrowing, but for all that I can no longer keep the
creditors at bay, with the result that the old firm is about to come
crashing down about my ears.

Since my penultimate letter to you® I have suffered another
series of relapses and have consequently only been able to pursue
my theoretical work very intermittently. (The practical work for
the International Association goes on as ever, and there is a lot of
it, as I am in fact bhaving to run the whole Association myself.) I
shall be sending the first sheets® to Meissner next month, and will
continue to do so until 1 go to Hamburg with the remainder
myself. At all events, I shall take that opportunity to call on you.

My circumstances (endless interruptions, both physical and
social) oblige me to publish Volume One first, not both volumes
together, as I had originally intended. And there will now
probably be 3 volumes.

The whole work is thus divided into the following parts:

Book I. The Process of Production of Capital.

Book II. The Process of Circulation of Capital.

Book III. Structure of the Process as a Whole.

Book IV. On the History of the Theory.

The first volume will include the first 2 books.

T?e 3rd book will, I believe, fill the second volume, the 4th the
3rd.?’

It was, in my opinion, necessary to begin again ab ovo® in the
first book, 1. e., to summarise the book of mine published by
Duncker? in one chapter on commodities and money.”” I judged

4 See this volume, pp. 311-12. - b of the first volume of Capital - < from the
beginning - 4 K. Marx, A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy.
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this to be necessary, not merely for the sake of completeness, but
because even intelligent people did not properly understand the
question, in other words, there must have been defects in the first
presentation, especially in the analysis of commodities. Lassalle, e. g.,
in his Kapital und Arbeit® in which he claims to give the
‘Intellectual quintessence’ of my argument, makes serious blun-
ders, which is incidentally something to which he is always prone
with his very carefree manner of appropriating my works. It is
comical how he even copies my literary-historical ‘errors’, because,
you see, I sometimes quote from memory, without checking
things. I have not yet finally made up my mind whether to pass a
few remarks in the foreword about lLassalle’s plagiarising. The
impudence of his disciples towards me would at all events justify
it'lOS

The London Councic of the Excuisn Trape-Unions (its secretary is
our President, Odger) is deliberating at the present moment as to
whether it should declare itself to be the Brrrisu Secrion orF THE
InternATIONAL Association. If it does so, the control of the working
class here will v a cerTain sEnse pass into our hands, and we shall be
able to give the movement a good ‘push on".'®
Salut.

Your
K. Marx

First published abridged in Die Neue Zeit, Printed according to the original
Bd. 2, Nr. 2, Stuttgart, 1901-1902 and in

full in Pisma Marksa k Kugelmanu (Letters

of Marx to Kugelmann), Moscow-

Leningrad, 1928
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MARX TO LUDWIG KUGELMANN
IN HANOVER

Dear Friend, [London,] 25 October 1866

These few lines immediately,

1. to thank you for your efforts;

2. to acknowledge receipt of your last letter and of the
preceding ones;

a F. Lassalle, Herr Bastiat-Schulze von Delitzsch der 6konomische Julian, oder: Capital und
Arbeit, Ch. 3.

13-1196
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3. you misunderstand how things stand between myself and
Engels. He is my closest friend. I keep no secrets from him. If it
had not been for him, I would long ago have been obliged to start
a ‘trade’. In no circumstances, therefore, would I wish any third
person to intercede with him on my account. There are also, of
course, certain limits to what he can do.*®

4. Dr Jacobi,* so I am informed by workers, has become quite a
good citizen and should not therefore be importuned in any way
with my private affairs.

I shall have to see what I can do, but I do see that you have
tried everything that was within your power, and therefore entreat
you to consider this matter as settled.

I am not writing for The Commonwealth.

Your
K. M.

Miquel et Co. will have a long time to wait before they become
Prussian ministers.

First published in Die Neue Zeit, Bd. 2, Printed according to the original
Nr. 3, Stuttgart, 1901-1902
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MARX TO ENGELS®
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 8 November 1866

Dear Engels,

It will not have escaped you that I have not written. I thought
you had been informed of the receipt of the £5, as Laura had
taken charge of the matter, but, as emerged later, she forgot to do
so. I have, furthermore, been in such desperate straits that I was
prevented from writing. You know that the £10 which you sent
me before your departure®” were only for payment of taxes and
the subsequent £50 for rent. I have thus been completely broke
for months. The so-called legacy* proved to be divided between at

4 Abraham Jacobi - P See also Marx’s letter to Engels of 7 May 1867 (this volume,
p. 373). - ¢ See this volume, p. 194,
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least 20 people, so that the share that fell to me at the beginning
of the summer was—80 talers! My attempts to drum up money in
Germany or Holland have all come to nothing. The only thing
that still makes us think of the pawnshop (and my wife has
pawned so many possessions that she herself can scarcely go out) is
the interest it asks for. I thus had to go round London begging
small loans left and right, as in our worst refugee days—and that
from a limited number of people who are themselves impecuni-
ous—to make even the most essential cash purchases. On the
other hand, I am being threatened by tradesmen, some of whom
have withdrawn their credit and threatened to take me to court.
This state of affairs was all the more critical in that Lafargue (until
his departure for Bordeaux a few days ago) was constantly in the
house and the rraL stare or Tiines had to be anxiously concealed
from him. Not merely has my work® been frequently interrupted
by all this, but by trying to make up at night for the time lost
during the day, I have acquired a fine carbuncle near my renis. 1
know you have done everything in your power, and more. But
recourse of some kind must be found. Would it not be possible to
take up a roax or some such transaction?

Salut.

Your
K. M.

First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3.

Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA,

Abt. I1I, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930
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MARX TO ENGELS

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 10 November 1866

Dear Engels,

My best thanks for coming to my aid so quickly and ditto for the
port wine. I know your own circumstances exactly, and that makes
it doubly painful for me thus to put rressure on you. You know, we

2 on Capital

13*
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really must put an end to this business once and for all, but that
will not be possible until I can go to the Continent and act there in
person.

Next week the first parcr of the manuscript® will go off to Meissner at
last. This summer and autumn it was really not the theory which
caused the delay, but my physical and civil condition. It is just 3
years ago now that the first carbuncle was lanced. Since then I
have had only short periods of respite from it, and as Gumpert
will confirm, of all types of work, theory is the most unsuitable if
one has this devil’s brew in one’s blood.

As regards the present fellow, it will be cured in the space of
asout 14 days. I now know exactly how it has to be treated and I
have therefore started taking the arsenic again.

In great haste.

Your
K. Marx
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, S , . . . .
lglsnge * e tutegart Published in English for the first
time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

[Manchester,] 11 November 1866
86 Mornington St.

Dear Moor,

Many thanks for The Free Press. Can you send me the August
and September issues? I have not received them.

Encl. the 2nd halves of the £30. I would have liked to send you
more, but I really cannot. I'll see what I can do next month, and
on 31 December we shall be doing our accounts again; if they turn
out well, no doubt we shall be able to manage a bit more.

The news that the manuscript® has gone off is a load off my
mind. So, a commencement d’exécution® at last, as the Code pénal has

a of the first volume of Capital - ¥ commencement of proceedings



198. Engels to Marx. 11 November 1866 333

it.*” To that end I shall drink a special glass to your particular
health. The book has greatly contributed to wrecking your health;
once you have got it off your back, you'll be quite a different
fellow again.

I hope that Birch despatched the port yesterday, but I am none
too sure of it; at all events, however, it is sure to arrive by Monday
evening or Tuesday morning.

Prussians will be Prussians. As a reward for voting for the
indemnity, Twesten and Frenzel are arraigned for speeches made
in the Chamber.*® Such stupidity is quite incomprehensible, but it
is a point of principle. The burghers® of Frankfurt are still furious,
they are now playing the part of Poles, going about in mourning
and wearing cravats with the city colours of Frankfurt.’*® A
Prussian lieutenant entered a Sachsenhausen tavern and found all
the seats taken. Someone got up in one corner and left, at which
his neighbour drew the lieutenant’s attention to the empty chair,
but he said thank you very much, he did not like to sit on a warm
chair. Oh, said the other, you have no need to worry about that,
our bums are all freezing since the Prussians have been here.

I have heard the most marvellous stories here from eyewitnesses
about the Imperial warfare.” Such things are unprecedented. E.g.,
the Nassauers were ordered to bridge the Main at Héchst. Having
failed once on account of a sterm (a storm on the Main!), they
found upon their 2nd attempt that they had too few pontoons and
could only bridge the Main half-way. They therefore wrote to
Darmstadt, asking for the loan of a few pontoons, which did
eventually arrive then, and thus the bridge over the horrendous
stream was completed. Then the Nassauers immediately received
orders to march south. They left the bridge standing, without a
guard, merely leaving it to the care of an old boatman to see that
it did not drift away down the Main. A few days later, the
Prussians arrived, took possession of the completed bridge,
fortified it and marched across!

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
X d K. M Bd. 3, Stuttgart, i . . .
f’qllgngels o ans Hgar Published in English for the first

time

a Engels uses the South-German dialect here: ‘Borjer’. - b Engels refers to the
Austrian Empire and its allies in the Austro-Prussian war of 1866.
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MARX TO FRANCOIS LAFARGUE*®
IN BORDEAUX

London, 12 November 1866

My dear Mr Lafargue,

I hope our friend il amoroso® has apologised to you on my
behalf for my inexcusable silence. On the one hand, I have been
plagued by constantly recurring illness, on the other, I have been
so taken up by a very lengthy work® that I have neglected my
correspondence with my closest friends. If I did not count you
among that category, I should never have dared so to offend
against propriety.

My sincere thanks for the wine. Being myself from a wine-
growing region, and former owner of a vineyard,*” I know a good
wine when I come across one. I even incline somewhat to old
Luther’s view that a man who does not love wine will never be
good for anything. (There are exceptions to every rule.) But one
cannot, for example, deny that the political movement in England
has been spurred on by the commercial treaty with France and the
import of French wines.*” That is one of the good things that
Louis Bonaparte was capable of doing, whereas poor Louis
Philippe was so intimidated by the manufacturers in the North
that he did not dare enter into commercial treaties with England.
It is only to be regretted that regimes such as the Napoleonic one,
which are founded on the weariness and impotence of the two
antagonistic classes of society, buy some material progress at the
expense of general demoralisation. Fortunately, the mass of
working men cannot be demoralised. Manual labour is the great
antidote for all the ills of society.

You will have been just as delighted by the defeat of President
Johnson in the latest elections as 1 was.*? The workers in the
North have at last fully understood that white labour will never be
emancipated so long as black labour is still stigmatised.

On Saturday evening Citizen Dupont brought me a letter
addressed to Paul® by the secretary of the College of Surgeons. He
required some papers which were neither in the possession of my
daughter? (except for his baccalauréat diploma) nor of the person

2 the lovelorn gentleman (Paul Lafargue) -  Capital - ¢ Paul Lafargue - 4 Laura
Marx
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who has charge of your son’s effects. You will therefore have to send
us these documents at once.

Please be so good as to tell your son that he will greatly oblige
me by desisting from propaganda in Paris. This is a dangerous
time. The best thing he can do in Paris is to use his time to profit
by his association with Dr Moilin. It will do him no harm to spare
his polemical strength. The more he holds himself in check, the
better he will be as a fighter when the right moment comes.

My daughter asks me to request you to be so kind as to send
with Paul some photograms of Madame Lafargue and of yoursell.

All my family joins me in greetings to the Lafargue family.

Yours ever

Karl Marx
First published in the language of the Printed according to the original
original, French, in Annali, an. 1, Milano,
1958 Translated from the French
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MARX TO PAUL LAFARGUE
IN LONDON

[London,] 7 December 1866

My dear Lafargue,

I am so taken up by a piece of work® which must be completed
by Monday that I am unable to reply to you at once. Meanwhile, if
I have offended you by my brusque monologue, 1 beg your
pardon. One should not lose one’s temper even when one is in the

right.
Greetings.
Karl Marx
First published in: Marx and Engels, Printed according to the original

Works, Second Russian Edition, Vol. 31,

Moscow, 1963 Translated from the French

Published in English for the first
time

a on the first volume of Capital
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201

MARX TO ENGELS
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 8 December 1866
Dear Frep,

Meissner has not begun printing yet," as he wanted to finish off
some other things first. I am expecting a letter from him next
Monday. All in all, T found the delay by no means disagreeable, as
I have only been rid of that vile carbuncle for a few days, and,
moreover, my creditors are badgering me in a truly edifying
manner. [ Only regret that private PErsons caN NOt FILE THEIR BILLS FOR
tHE Bankruercy Court with the same propriety as men of business.

A while ago, Kladderadatsch printed a swipe at the Brimstone
Gang in large type, in a bad lampoon on Collins’ The Woman in
White. The author of this garbage is that miserable Bettziech, and
I should not be surprised if the order had emanated from Kinkel
or Hatzfeldt. Nor have I any doubt that the old bag was the cause
of Liebknecht’s arrest.”*

The Prussian swine are acting precisely as we should wish them
to. There will be no progress until heads roll.

Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . i . .
1913 Published in English for the first

time

202
ENGELS TO MARX

IN LONDON

Manchester, 14 December 1866
Dear Moor,

You just would not believe how overrun I am at present by all
manner of folk. Young men recommended by customers, seeking

4 the first volume of Capital
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positions here; agents, or such as would like to be so; then this
week my most likeable nephew Blank® as well, who has established
himself in London—and so it goes on continuously, and you will
realise how difficult it is thereby to find the time to write. Then,
from time to time, I also get someone arriving on the doorstep
like the writer of the enclosed letter®* and putting a pistol to my
breast. When I read the letter, I knew at once who had sent this
sterling fellow to plague me—it was good old Dr Rode, as the said
sterling fellow indeed confirmed when he came up to my office
This shameless Rode is taking some weird liberties in my regard.
First, he makes the silliest kind of trouble between myself and
Klings after the latter called here,” and then he even goes so far as
to send people like that to plague me, referring them to me as
cashier for the whole émigré community. If the fellow attempts
anything else of that kind with me, he may be sure of a warm
response. Why cannot he leave me be, I do not know him at all?

The Prussian swine are certainly behaving quite splendidly. I
would indeed not have imagined them to be quite so stupid, but it
is really impossible to imagine them stupid enough. That is all to
the good. Things are on the move again now, and the revolution
will come all the sooner for it, and this time heads are bound to
roll, as you yourself say.

They are locking up the office, and I must close, too. Enclosed
two five-pound-notes:

I/S 38969 and 1/S 62239, Manchester, 26 January 1866.

That is as much as I can risk sending until I know how I stand,
and I cannot check on it until the books are made up.

Kindest regards to your wife and children.

Your
F. E.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
torg B und K- Mam, Bd. 3, Suugart, Published in English for the first

time

2 Emil Blank - See this volume, p. 152.



338 203. Marx to Engels. 17 December 1866

203

MARX TO ENGELS

IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 17 December 1866
Dear Frep,

Tuanks ror THE £ 10,

As far as Rode is concerned, he is obsessed with political
connections and his own self-importance. As you are finding this
obsession a nuisance—and justiy so—you should write to him at
the first opportunity saying that you have not the honour of his
acquaintance and requesting him to desist from such vLserries.

The Revue des deux Mondes and the Revue Contemporaine had two
detailed articles on the ‘InternaTional’, which treat it and its congress
as one of the most significant events of the century.® The like also
in The Fortnightly Review, in consequence." Meanwhile, we are in
practice paralysed sy want oF Funps and even or men, with all the
English being totally absorbed by the rerorm movement. The French
government is (heureusement®) beginning to treat us as enemies.*®
One of our more dubious acquisitions was the joining (at New
York) of Heap centre®*® Stephens.

Was not the Pope’s? address to the French orricers capital? Only
an Iralian priest could thus, before the whole of Europe, deliver
Bonaparte a kick in the form of a sressine®’

It 1s highly characteristic of the status rerum® that neither
Bonaparte nor William the Conqueror® are quite right in the top
peparRTMENT. The latter believes that God Almighty has entrusted
him with a special mission, and the former has been turnED SO
Topsy-Turvy by Mexico®”® and Bismarck that he sometimes appears
positively demented.

And do you not think that there will be peace for another year
yet at least (apart from accipents, of course, such as the death of
Bonaparte, etc.)? The fellows all need time for the conversion and
PRODUCTION OF ARMs, do they not?

Not a word from Mr Meissner yet. I presume that now, at the

3 L. Reybaud, ‘I’économie politique des ouvriers’, Revue des deux Mondes, Vol. 66,
1 November 1866; ]. E. Alaux, ‘Une forme nouvelle du socialisme. Le Congres
ouvrier de Genéve’, Revue contemporaine, Vol. 53, 15 October 1866. - b Marx refers to
an editorial published in The Fortnightly Review, No. 37, December 1866. -
¢ fortunately - @ Pius IX - ¢ state of affairs - f An ironic reference to William 1 of
Prussia
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year’s end, he finds the pressure of business very great. The
contract does give me surety in the event of any evasive
manoeuvres. In the second, emended and definitive version, the
contract contains No STIPULATION WHATEVER AS TO THE TERM FOR WHICH THE
MANUSCRIPT ® 15 TO BE READY. But if there is no answer by tomorrow, I shall
write again.

As you enjoy credit with quelconque® bookseller and I can not
SPEND a FARTHING on books at the moment, you would be doing me a
great favour if you could get as quickly as possible for me:
‘J. E. Th. Rogers: A History of Agriculture’ 1 must have a look at
the book and have left a gap in one chapter for the purpose.*®
Although it has already been out for a long time, it is not yet in
the library. Nor at Mudie’s, so I am assured by Eccarius, for whom
The Commonwealth took out a subscription there.

Salut.
Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart,
1913 Published in English for the first

time
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ENGELS TO MARX?®*

IN LONDON

Manchester, 21 December 1866

Dear Moor,

I also think that the leaders in Western Europe will do their
utmost to preserve the peace next year and until everyone is
equipped with breech-loaders. However, whether the Russians
will not consider this very time opportune for cutting Austria
down to size with Bismarck’s help, for annexing Galicia and dividing
Turkey up into a multitude of small Slav states, is
another question. Moreover, it could happen that in France, too,
war will become a necessity—for the sake of this military
reorganisation, because without a war good old Boustrapa 7 will

2 of the first volume of Capital (see this volume, pp. 174-75) - b some
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not be able to get it accepted. The last war® has placed the fellow
in a curious dilemma: either he lets everything stand as it is, in
which case he will no longer be a matcn for Prussia, or else he
carries the matter out, which will be disastrous for him, first
because of his tremendous unpopularity, and second because he is
completely debonapartising the army. From the moment that some
kind of military service for all is introduced in France, the
praetorian system** will cease of its own accord and the 25-30%
of reenuisTED FELLOws, who now serve in the French army, will
disappear for the most part. However, as there will still be
substitution,*' this time Mr Bonaparte will find himself in the
comical predicament of needing the support of the bourgeoisie to
oppose the peasaniry. But the course of history really is quite
impudently ruthless in dealing with this noble fellow, and he must be
forgiven if he loses faith in the ways of God and the World. I hope
he, like me, reads his Horace for recreation: justum ac tenacem
propositi virum,’ etc. Old Horace reminds me in places of Heine, who
learnt a great deal from him and was au fond® politice’ no less
common a cur. Remember how the sterling fellow challenged the
vultus instantis tyranni® and licked Augustus’ boots. And the old goat
i1s quite charming in other respects, too.

I will get the book' for you next week if I can.

It is very pleasing about the articles in the Revue des deux Mondes
and Forinightly, although 1 have not yet been able to read them.®
Revue contemporaine” does not exist here.

Wehner, who was recently in Germany, tells the following
anecdote, which was told by Bennigsen (of the National Associa-
tion '**) himself: when Bennigsen had his meeting with Bismarck
before the war, the latter expounded his whole National-
Associationist German policy to him, whereupon Bennigsen
enquired how it was that Bismarck was choosing the difficult path
of war in order to carry it out, instead of simply ‘relying on the
support of the people’, as the liberal cry has it. Bismarck stared at
him for a few moments and then said: Could you jump a ditch
with a rheumatic nag? He also brought back the news that the
unhappy Crown Prince,' who used to put on such liberal airs, has

2 the Austro-Prussian war - P a just man, firm of purpose (Horace, Odes, 11, iii,
1) - < basically - d in respect of politics - ¢ the tyrant’s threatening countenance
(Horace, Odes, 111, iii, 3) - f J. E. Th. Rogers, A History of Agriculture (see previous
letter) - 8 L. Reybaud, ‘L'économie politique des ouvriers’, Revue des deux Mondes,
Vol. 66, 1 November 1866; the leading article in The Fortnightly Review, No. 37,
December 1866. - h See this volume, p. 338. - i Frederick William
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become even more crazed than the old man? since the war, which
is one good thing at least.

I enclose another two five-pound-notes, so that you shall not
be quite without money over the holidays:

M/W 34768, London, 12 October 1866,

1/S 49080, Manchester, 26 January 1866, in the not entirely
unfounded expectation that the accounts will indemnify me for it at
the end of the year.

Many regards to the vrabpies.

Your
F. E.
First published abridged in Der Briefwech- Printed according to the original
sel zwischen F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3,
Stuttgart, 1913 and in full in MEGA, Published in English in full for the
Abt. III, Bd. 3, Berlin, 1930 first time
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MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

[London,] 31 December 1866

Dear Frep,

Happy New Year! Ditto for Madame Lizzy"! May the devil take
Russians, Prussians, Bonaparte and the Brrrisu Juryman in the
coming year!

Apropos. The French government had confiscated papers and
documents intended for us which were being brought across the
frontier by French wmemeers after the Geneva Congress, and
attached them for the police archives. We claimed the things back
through Lord Stanley, Foreion Minister, as ‘Brrrisu properTy’. And in
fact roor Bonaparte had to surrender everything to us via the
Foreion Orrice.*® Is that not priceless! He has been outwitted but
himself does not know how.

I received some very sad news today—my unclec has died, he
was an excellent man. However, he made a good death, quick,

a William I - b Lizzy Burns - ¢ Lion Philips
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surrounded by all his children, fully conscious and dispensing
subtle Voltairean irony over the priest.

The whole family sends you New Yecar greetings.

Salut.

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, Stuttgart, . R L
1913 Published in English in full for the

first time
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MARX TO ENGELS?*
IN MANCHESTER

(London,] 19 January 1867

Dear Engels,

After a long silence, for which he pleaded overwork, Meissner
has written that my plan ‘is unacceptable to him’

1. He wants to have the 2 volumes* ready at the same time **%;

2. not to print piecemeal, as he wants to have one proof-sheet
done per day and only to leave the final correction (revision) to
me.

I replied ad 2 that it is a matter of indifference to me, as he can
shortly have the whole manuscript of Volume I. If he commences
printing later but prints by so much faster, it will be all the same
in the end. However, in the case of a book with so much
annotation in various languages, he should reflect whether the
manner of correcting he is wanting is feasible without the text
being gravely marred by printing errors. Ad 1, it is an
impossibility without the whole job being greatly delayed, nor is
anything of the kind agreed in our contract. 1 explicated the
various reasons to him, but have as yet had no reply.'"

Aside from the delay, a yet greater obstacle to my committing
myself to the 2nd volume is the fact that, when the first one has
appeared, I shall have to make a pause for my health’s sake; and I
shall in any case have to travel to the Continent to ascertain
whether I can in any way sort out my financial circumstances.
These are becoming worse day by day, and there is a danger of
everything coming crashing about our heads. The baker alone is
owed £20, and there is the VEery devil with butcher, GROCER, TAXES,
etc. To crown it all, I recently received a letter from a Mr Burton
in Torquay, informing me he has bought the house from Sawyer,
and he is dunning me 1. for the outstanding rent for the last

a of Capital
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QUARTER, 2. as my lease expires in March, requesting me to state if 1
wish to take the house subsequently, either for a longer rease or
annually. I did not reply immediately. Whereupon I received a
second letter yesterday, saying I must explain myself, as otherwise
his ‘acent” would have to take steps to find another tenant. So 4
FIX.

As for my physical condition, it has been better for some weeks,
a few small carbuncles on my left loin, but not significant. Only
dreadful insomnia, which makes me very restiess, although the
chief cause is probably mental.

Tuanks for the Rogers.* A lot of material in it. Regarding the
STRIKE question, or at least the Manchester weavers pispute, I should
be obliged to you if you would write me an exact account of the
STATE OF arFAIrs, as 1 can still include it.p

Politics frozen up, too cold even for the Russian bear. I am
tickled by the Prussians’ black, white and red flag!*®

Best wishes to Mgs Lizzy.

What does Gumpert have to say about Moilin ?

Your
K. M.
First published in Der Briefwechsel zwischen Printed according to the original
F. Engels und K. Marx, Bd. 3, S t, . . Lo
tois o ¥ i rurear Published in English in full for the
first time
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ENGELS TO MARX
IN LONDON

Manchester, 29 January 1867

Dear Moor,

I have been so overrun by philistines this morning that I did not
manage to despatch the second half of the note by first post, but
am doing so herewith.

I expect Meissner will accept your opinion. At all events it is
obvious that after the first volume*® you must have a 6 week rest,

2 See this volume, pp. 339 and 340. - b in the first volume of Capital - < Lizzy
Burns - d J. A. Moilin (le docteur Tony), Legons de médecine physiologique (see this
volume, pp. 324-25). - € of Capital (see this volume, p. 343).
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and also see how you can put money in your purse on the
Continent. I think it will be all right if you take him the rest of the
manuscript yourself.

The position regarding WORKINGMEN AND MANUFACTURERS 1S as
follows: India, China, Levant, etc., grossly oversupplied, in
consequence of which caLicos have been almost unsaleable for the
last 6 months. In some districts feeble attempts by the manuracTur-
FERs to organise suorT TiMe ensued. Being only sporadic, all of these
collapsed. Meanwhile, the manufacturers go and send consignments
of their goods, unsaleable here, to India and China, etc., thereby
aggravating the cLut. They then discover that this does not agree
with them either, and they finally propose the nanns should take a
5% repuction oF waces. Whereupon counterproposal from the nanps
to work just 4 days a week. Refus* ot the masters—acrtation. In the
last fortnight, finally, a situation has gradually been reached, and
most recently become general, where suorr TiMe at 4 days a week
has been introduced everywhere in the weaving mills and in the
spinning mills that spin for them, in some cases with and in some
cases without the 5% reduction in wages. The workers therefore
were right in theory and were proved right in practice, too.**

The scoundrel Bismarck has splendidly gulled the scoundrel
Bonaparte over the Peace of Prague, exactly as Bonaparte gulled
the Austrians at Villafranca about the expelled Italian princes 