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The Lebour government of '
to control the class strusgle.
disecontent” ('78-'7%) had warned %
workers had not been dafezted.
the boeses brought
woriting class
timidate the class =

The Torie= have recon
Most of the few strikses in 1981 d
attenpts by workers to preserve Jobs, while
weges rfell., In its offensive sgainst the workins
class, the Conservative government has had two
allies -~ unemployment and the TUC,

Althoush the Tories didn't cause unsmploy-
ment (it had tripled under labour) and it has
immenss overheads (e.z. the riots), it h=s been
uselnl o ithem in attacking the working class.
Werkers often feel that if they lose their job,
they won't gzet another one. This intimidatas
them into accepting bosses' disciplins., But
aceepting the bosses' argument doesn't work, and

per =
while resl

Jthers have been strikes at plants where there

h&ve hssn huges redundancies, after workers re=
alised that accepting wage cuts and job losses
deoes not preserve living standsrds and jobs.
(see “Lessons of BL" in Workers' Voles 6)

This is where the unions come in, The
first great victory for the Tories was over the
steel workers in 1980, They deliberately pro-
voked & strike which the steel union (ISTC)
weakened immensely by holding it back for =ix
weeks, dividing the BSC steel workers from the
private sector, limiting the the femend to =
peyrise below the rate of inflation, thus
allowing the bosses to go shead with their
redundancy plans. Since the defeat of this
strike tens of thousands of jobs have been lost.

The followine year, the Tories todk on the
miners. They announced the closure of 20 pits.
Some miners responded immediately, without
waiting fer union instructions.
= Dn February 17th 1981, the Welsch miners came
ouks
-~ On Februsry 19th, the NUM called & halt to the
strike, pending negotiations.
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The pimnacle of
ebtit's Employment
effective class
& crushing blow to
E.
Thie Bill, when it becomes Iaw will
- meke etrikes in solidarity with another
group of workers unlawful;
- make the blacking of particular firm's
products unlawfuly
political strikes will be unlawful, e.g.
ikes to: release inprisoned militants;
in solidarity with workers sbroad
unlawiul;
- victimization will be made much easier.
youbhs: An- e E$§1§F%E igim Df_i?dustf?alifcti?n that will
¢ occcupy Tactories to try to defend = ° legal will be dispuies betwsen ome
i i group of werkers and their employer. If strikes
v are limited to this, they will be easily
defeated. So 21l formes of effective class

The unions' tactice in cccupatione had
glready been worked out during the Gerdners

cccupation in 1980 in Manchester. Simply, they stryggle, solidarity strlkes, the use of flying
keep occupations isolated and tell workers they Pickeis eic will be illegel,

All this is to be enforced by fining the
unions invelved. However, if the unions pull
cut of a strike on the grounds that it is

own. When the occupation is
lost, ihe unions reach a "compromise" whereby
hundreds of jobs are lost, and call this a
viectory. Hadical leftist shop stewards ars

can win on their

continued on page 2
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THE TEBBIT BILL -

illegal, the Bill contains clauses which enable

Judges to fine any strike committee, official
or unofficial.

Unions against the Bill?

The TUC is opposed to this Bill because it's an
attack on their bank account. But that's not
all they're worried about. It's also an attack
on their power. What the TUC is afraid of is
that they will be forced to oppose strikes that
they would be better able to defeat if they
made them official. More strikes will be
unofficial which is why the TUC want to
organise opposition to the Bill outside the law.
IT the unions stay within the law, and the class
struggle is made illegal, the unions won't be
able to control it. They will become in-
creasingly irrelevant,

If' the working class struggles outside of
the unions and against the law, then it will
tend to struggle outside of all ideological
restraints, and so the ruling class will be
forced to resort more and more to naked force.
This would illustrate more than anything the
class nature of present day society; and hiding
that nature is one of the most important
functions of the unions.

The Tories themselves are not afraid of
this. They think the working class is so in-
timidated that they don't need the unions to
control it anymore. They're saying to the
unions: we don't need you to police the class,
we're going to use the courts instead.

'Radical ' union leaders like Bill Keys,
General Secretary of SOGAT, see the dangers of
the Bill for their power. After the Bill
becomes law, he wants the TUC to adopt the
following policy:

"The TUC to have power to call for co-
ordinating action where it is considered

taken place." (Tribune, our emphasis
_“ e e e —— =} -

This means he is letting the TUC leaders get
away with not opposing the govermment as usual.
1T Terry Duffy wants to sabotage strikes, he
will do the same as he did at Laurence Scotts -
encourage his members to scab. If Arthur
Scargill is asked to organise blacking of
Laurence Scott's products, he can ask the TUC
if "it is considered that legitimate trade union
action has taken place" - and if it isn't, if
the strike remains unofficial, he can carry on

doing as he has done throughout the Laurence
Scott strike - nothing,

The more 'radical' elements in the TUC
openly call for workers to break the law when
the Bill becomes an Act - since workers will
have to do this anyway, they've got nothing to
10se by saying this. Workers are already
ignoring Prior's Act. The London dockers at
Tilbury are consciously breaking the law on
picket lines. Bill Keys is right - if the TUC

don't organise, the workers will organise
outside the unions: the only effective
opposition to the Tebbit Bill - illegal, non-
peaceful mass strikes which have nothing to do
with parliament, in which the working class
directly attacks the police and the courts.
This is what happened in '72, and the TUC only
began to 'organise' it when it was already
rolling in order to better control and defeat
2t

The TUC has appealed to employers to oppose
the Bill. Some sections of the ruling class
feel that the Bill might provoke working class
resistance. For example, the Financial Times
points out that compulsory ballots before
strikes are not always the best way for unions
to defuse working class militancy. During the
steel strike, workers in Sheffield set fire to
ballot boxes. The unions often prefer to call
mass meetings, since if they didn't the workers
would organise them themselves.

Workers Against the Law

The way to smash the ruling class onslaught is
to do what we did in 1972 against Ted Heath's
Industrial Relations Act. k

Ten years ago, the crisis of capitalism
had only Just started to bite = the British
working class was still famous for its militancy
and the bosses relied on the unions rather than
the police to control the class struggle.

The Industrial Relations Bill was initially

not opposed by the unions at all, since its aim
was to give the unions more power to control
their members. It gave the unions all sorts of
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es 1f they registered with the

government. In return, they were supposed to
change their rules so as to make all strikes
not organised officially by the unions illegal.

Generally, the unions were happy to go
along with this. Those unions which refused to
register, like the AUEW, did not organise
strikes against the Bill.

In spite of the unions, strikes against the
proposed law began to break out at the end or
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TR e 1 1971, The TUC sau _the danser of the elass

struggle going out of their control, and
'advised' the unions not to register under the
Act when it became law in February 1972.

The Act set up special courts to fine
strike leaders. If they refused to attend the
court, they could be imprisoned for contempt.
When dockers went on strike throughout Britain,
five London dockers were imprisoned for non-
appearance in court.

The working class wasn't going to stand for
this. The dockers closed Fleet Street by mass

picketing, and with no national papers appearing,
the workers throughout the country became aware
of their power, and hundreds of thousands came
out on indefinite unofficial strike. This is
what forced the government to release the
dockers, and to abandon the Industrial Relations
Act. The TUC didn't come into it - except when
they tried to call off the strike. Socialist
Challenge is lying when it says:

"The TUC and the Labour Party can smash

Tebbit as they did Heath - if they

choose." (18.2.82)
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POSITIONS OF THE

COMMUNIST WORKERS ORGANISATION

*% Every country in the world today is capitalist = including the so-called
Communist states (for example Russia and China).

#% Trade Unions and shop stewards cannot defend the interests of the working

class.

*% The struggle for communism cannot be waged through Parliament, but must be
carried out through workers' councils with recallable delegates.

*#% The working class can only come to power through the creation of its own
political party - the international communist party.

*#% The capitalist system is in crisis and irretrievable decline. It can only
offer inflation and unemployment and it cannot be reformed. The only choice for

the future 1is war or revolution:

BARBARISM or COMMUNISM.
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The TUC didn't smash Heath - far from it - they
held back the opposition to the government.
When hundreds of thousands came out on
indefinite strike, the TUC called a one day
strike - in other words, they told workers to
go back after one day. Calling a one day
strike in the middle of an indefinite strike is
obviously the same as calling an end to the
strike. Jack Jones, then leader of the TGWU,
sald it was necessary to call the one day strike
for the TUC to regain control of the movement.
In this they succeeded - once the ruling class
had released the.five dockers, the movement's
immediate aims had been realised, and lacking
any further political direction, it petered
out.

To repeat the struggles of '72 will take
more than Jjust militancy. Militancy was based
on the boom years of the '60s when workers
could get what they wanted by striking because
the bosses were able to pay. Today, militancy
isn't enough. The bosses say they can't afford
10 pay, and workers know they are telling the
truth.

Today, even temporary victories require
immense struggles. If workers' struggles are
isolated, they will be defeated, as our examples
have shown. The only way of pushing back the
bosses' attack even temporarily is to organise _
mass strikes outside the unions.

In 1980, the workers in Poland, without
unions, came out on mass strike and forced the
government to grant a wide range of political
and economic concessions. However, the
leadership of these strikes was gained by
reactionary reformists like Iech Walesa.
workers were led up the garden path of
'compromise' and were defeated.

We must learn from this. We must :
organise strikes outside the unions, with re-
vocable strike committees answerable to regular
mass meetings. We must not allow the trades
unions and the Labour Party to control the
movement. If we allow those reactionaries to
gain control, they will either make the strikes
totally ineffective, or limit them to demanding
the repeal of the Employment Act. If we allow
this to happen, and 1imit ourselves to smashing
the Tories' strategy, all that will happen is
they'll call an election, and another
government will be brought in o0 control the
working class, as happened in 1974,

The
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Workers
To do

"Bring down the Tories" is not enough.
must prepare to bring down capitalism.
this, they need to develop, not just the m
consclousness of their power, but political
conscliousness of the road to their liberation
- communist revolution.

The Communist Workers Organisation contributes
to the development of this consciousness by
building the nucleus of a revolutionary

party in Britain - a party which opposes the
unions' 'compromise' and class collaboration,
a party which opposes the Labour Party and its
left-wing appendages, and a party which also
strives to regroup militant workers in factory
groups offering  political clarity and a
political strategy.
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CWO, PO Box,
283 Clarence Drive,

Glasgow G12
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BELGIUM, BRITAIN,
ONE WAY FORWARD

The Crisis in Belgium

Belglum over the past couple of months has been
shaken by numerous viclent confrontations
between the riot police and thousands of
striking workers. The working class in Belgium
is facing the same attacks on its living
standsrds as workers hsre in H+4ta1n. Howsver,
unlike in Britain, austerity policiss brought
in by the new uertvejﬂight coalition govern-
ment of Christian Democrats and Likerals have
brought & violent response from the Belsgien
working olasa.

The government's new emergency austerity
measures include
- the devaluation of the Belglan franc and for
the working class this means & direct cut in
its living standards in that imports (food etc)
cost more.
- the ending of the indexation system under
which wagzes kept pace with inflation, This
mzans a cut in real wages., At the same time,
wages. have been frozen until the and of May.
According to the Bconomist, "the resl sim is to
cut real waszes by uhis year”,
- cuts in public spending {E*hﬁﬂlu, housing ete
- the ending of subsidies to 'unviable'
industries which neans redundsncies for many
Wworkers. Already Belgium has the highest

unenpleyment level in Europe - 453, 000 - over
13% of the workforce.

These attacks on their living standards
have been met by incrsasing wark ing claes
resistance

In particular, in the French
2 off Walloniz, »
1 production iz concanirated, steel
Workers nave hean defermined in their e‘-cris.
The steel industry has been one of the hardest

1i* by —FE present World erisis of capitalism.
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and hlthc:aw ali su:sldia to the industry by
1985. For the Belgi=n steel industry, this
meant that the B0F state-owmed Cockerill-
Sambre Corporation, which is based in Liege and
Charlerol, had to cut its steel making capacity
1mmediate1y Tts 50% over-capacity confliected
with the EEC's agreed production gquotas.
Bimilar agreements over stae1 guotas in 1577
led to the loss of 150,000 stesl Jobs in the
EEC, 3Brltain's steel industry lost, as =
result, 40% of its stzel Jobs and ?rance lost
25% I, wWes clear that the time had come for
Belgium to play its part in ih
restructure the whole of the Eurcpean stesl
industry in its effort to make it more com-
petitive vie-z- vis its North American and
Japanese counterparts. In the short term, the

EEC now demanded that the Belgian steel
industry shed almost immedistely 10,000 jobs.

The Worksrs Fight Back

These cuts were agreed to by the Belgian
government but the steel workers thought
otherwise. Frotesits began immediately which
culmingted in the FGTE union - the main union
in the steel and engineering industries of
Wallenia - calling an indefinite strike to
fight the proposed plans.

The strike began at the end of February.
By mid- March, the strike had becoms more
violent culminating in clashes in Brussels
between thousands of steel workers and sguads
of riot police., AL the same time, the FGTS
called a one day general strike for Friday
26th Mareh against the rest of the government's
austarity programme. Why did the unions in
Belgium call this sctlon? The British
bourgeois Times clearly understocd their
tactics - “Belgian unions try to eontrol
workers' anger", they stated, (27.3,82) In
the same report the unions' aim was seen as
an attempt to “channel the militazncy of the

uezi

EEC's attempt tc

membership" caused by "the growing grassroots
anger at the relentless way in which the
government has imposed lts austerity prog-
ramme”, This had exploded into "unccordinated
sction™ which ™the union leaders are ine
creesingly anxious to control™,

How the mmions channelled their memhbsrs'
militanecy into a dead-ond can be =ssen when we
look at the mmnine of the so-called
"Indefinite! strike. Mansgement, from the
start, attempted to divide the stael workers
and EV“ntual ¥ were sucecessful. Thay
threatened Lisge worksrs with blzgger
redundancies and wage cute than the workers at
Charlerol, 4s 8 Teault, on the 25th of March,
the day before the ons day Generzl Strike, the
Charlerol worksrs voted to return to work,
whilst the 20, 060 Lisge workers decided to
stay out, The unions went along with this
manzgement manoeuvre to divide the steel
Wworkers.

Having defused the situation,
unions ceontinued the climb-down, On the sams
dny the rail unions cancelled a one-day

'protest' strike sgainst the susterity
measures, In both cases the unions accn;te'
government plans io "mitigate' the redundancies
And then claimed a 'vietory'! It was not long

before the demoralised and iscolated Liegs
steel workers returned te work, accepting alsc
the compromise plan.

However, as the austerity measures
to bite, feelings will »ise even more sharply,
Already iiscont;ut hus been =spreading
throughout * In the middle of

fatAT=raTITOR 20T tozTe

the other

start

The iron fist is revealed: Belgian riot
police attack workers,

gas grenadss to breask up ademonstrationin
Brussels by 5,000 SABENA employess protesting
zgainst proposals to cut thedr pay ¢ up to
245,

ritain - Onme Wday Forward

Balaium,

It is clsar that the government's susterity
rrogramme which is simed at sconomic recovery
is having, ss in Britain, very 1itile Success,
As the crisis deepens in Belzgium the govern-
ment's sttacks on the waxking glzss will not
only continue but inecresse. So f=r thers has
only been a partizl response by the NOTEZHE
class, This has heean 1limited tg the south of
the country. Even in the south the protests
have been rragmented by the unions. The stessl
workers have fought the steel cuts, the
railway workers have fouzht the rail cuts and
50 on., Nevertheless, at the besinnins of the
steel strike, there wae an s:-ra.n:pl-s of what
neads te be done in the future if the sttacks
on the working class are to be resisied,

Some steel workers called on engineers for
support in the key areas of Charleroi and
Lisge gnd, as a result, engineering workers
came ocut unofficially in support for three
days. This example nmeeds to be not only

Workers build barricades against
the riot police,

encerallised throughout the whole
a _D_al responss from the
will hold back future
tressed bhefore, the
~*:g clzss all over the
} sson gbove zll others.
To be effeciive todsy ;tw no longer possible
to use tha %*3*— unions to ”igft elther waze
1 i In order to ‘_gk* these
mizt fichit the unions als=o.
f+ in the hands of The

country. Onl
Eelgian WOT

%111 be Zefestad, Ths
nead only lock at the

=*i+i=H

handa the bosses had no nesd to wWorry. The
“*4"“5 ztesl '““P—T= allow=d "their union'
E._Z':_“'_:. BES |E_'T"|_E
their interssts.
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i it to ga2in support
fr I rRers who zre 2l=o
faced with & ‘r*]nr att ack

mich from

British steel Horkd__ can lssrn

1 f the Belgian worksrs, eir
and the attempts to generallse
en Indication of the way

is plamning further cuts,

stesl workers have just been
ftace & £15 & wesk wages cut, I
e the Pizht aga*vst this in union
I will he defeated. Tt is necessary
ide the unions, to elect striks
and link them up plamt by plant
L directly over union heads to othsr
uprert. In Bslzium ths workers
d Ahb WEY »
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In every country in the world, the bourgeoisie
is reinforcing its apparatus of repression and
terror. As the crisie gets worse, workers
are forced to fight to try to defend their living
standards, This is the main reason for the
increase in police and military repression in
the world- the need for the ruling class to
crush the class struggle. That is why there
was a military takeover in Poland.

All over the world, the working class is
fighting increasingly violent and bitter
struggles, Communist organisations exist to
link up these struggles, to point out the inter-
national nature of the class siruggle and the

repression against it, In WV 4, we published
an appeal for support for the defence of
communists imprisoned and tortured in
Algeria, Here, we respond to appeals from
Austria and Iran. We don't appeal to the bourg-
eoisie for clemency towards prisoners of the
class war, Our appeal is to the working class,
Only the working class can push back the state
and its mercenaries, Only the working class
can finally overthrow it, This can only be
finally successful on an international scale,
and only with the leadership of an international
communist party. All our international work
is aimed towards building that party,.®

AUSTRIA
Repression
& democracy

We have received & communication from ths
fustrian Gruppe Kommunistische Politik (GKE)
which we are printing in this Workers Volce
as & gesture of solldarity. The Austrian
bourgeoisie hes long prided itself on its
"nautrality” (which brought enormous economic
benefits) and on its socizl stability. The
effects of the crisis are novw hitting fustris,
and social conflicts have emerged {Eee WV 5).

Gruppe
KOMMUNISTISCHE POLITK

Fostfach 18
A-TI83 Wien

organizations finally.

struggles and in view of the fact,
Kreisky & Co rearm in evary aspsct
organizing special anti-terror- and anti

tions.

The democratic antifascists
lasting struggle for more demgc
himself,

of the

be more evident, So much the more as the
tion of left and right *
bill.

AFFEAL TO THE REVOLUTIONARY ORGANISATIONS OF ALL COUNTRIES!

The socialist party (SPD) of Kreisky, which likes to pride itself of having
c¢reated a unique island of democracy and prosperity in Austria amidst a world sha-
ken by crises and wars, is preparing a grave attack on the freedom of organization
of the proletariat. A drastic aggravation of the political parties aet ("Parteien—
gesetz"} is planned on the pretence of getting legal grounds against neofascist

The purpose of the new bill is evident: In view of glebally intensifying class
that even Austria ceases to be an "island",
- politically, ideologically, the police (by
-riot-forces) and juridically. Far from

being a measure against the still negligible subversive activities of the neo—
fascists, this draft means an anveiled threat a

Participation in a militant demonstration,

or = in short - behaviour of single members, which doesn't correspond with the
requirements of public order is encugh to criminalize it as a whole.

may exult at this draft as a success of their
ratic antifascist laws, They forget that Kreisky
in the same way as Heinz Fischer {parliamentary chairman of the socialist
?arty},an the occasion of the presentation of the draft has repeatedly declared
it to bes a weapon against organizations which try to escaps from the surveillance
"Wereinspolizei" and to be dirscted against "right and left". No attempt
to prevent any impetus of the proletariat to organize itself autana

groups of extremists" after the coming into force of the

It is guite obvious that first of ald our organization, the "Internationale

Te prepare in advance to deal with thia,_the
gtate 1s strengthening its measures of
repression. We hope the GKP will be able to
provide us with 2 fuller account of the sit-
tation iIn Austria, which we would publish in
the next issue of WV,

(Some historical matevial on the Austrian
Constitution has been omitted for reasons of
space, |m i

gainst all revolutionary organiza—
participation in picket lines

mously could
SPO more or less propagates the inhibi-

Kommunistische Liga (IKL)" and the "Kommunistische Organisatien/Wien (KCW)" would
be afflicted, as the SP0 already has evoked in the "Arbeiter-Zeitung", by such
a change of law.

Without cherishing illusions in democratic rights or bourgeois legality, with-
out changing our conviction that the freedom of organization of the proletariat
does not depend on articles but merely on the relation of forces between the clas-
ses, convinced that the working class can make use of constitutional guarantees
to its own account only if it confiems its international character, we directly
appeal to all revolutionary organizations, since we can resist — in the current
situation in Austria - the forthcoming wave of repression only with internatiomal
solidarity.

We therefore call upon to publish this appeal and to make a real contribution
to start destroying the banmkrupt logic of the nationalist, democratic answers to
specific acts of repression of the ruling classes finally.

UNRESTRICTED FREEDOM OF ORGANIZATION OF THE WORKING CLASS!
AGAINST REFPRESSION!

PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM!

Vienna, February 10, 1382

TURKEY

Repression
& terror

While the internsticrsl bourgeois press weeps
crocodile tears over the represeion of 'eivil
rights" in Poland, an ominous silence reigns
over events ir Turkey. Haig, US imperialism’s
current mouthrisce expresses 'astonishment' that
anyone could compars Polarnd with Turkey, Indeed
the segle of repressicn in Turksy is so great
that eemperison with Poland is difficult!

Since the military coup in September 1680 over
30,000 pecple have besn arrested, several
hundred killed in 'clashes' with the security
Torces (i.e. summarily executed) and scores of
death sentences have been passed. Inside the
jails of the Junta mistreatment and torturs are
the daily rule. The silence of the western
press resulis from the fact that Turkey iz a
key, though frazile, 1link in the US dominated
NATCO alllance. The US and its zlliss welcomsd
military rule as a "st=bilising Factor'.

The snding of eivilian governmert in
Turkey stemmed from the same factors as In
Argentina (and indeed Poland): the catastrophic
intensification of sconomic crisis and 2 rising
tide of clasa strugzgle. Turkey was always &
backward economy and with the onset of the crisis
and repatriation of many Turkish workers in the
EEC (whose weges were Turkey's msin export
earnsr), only massive injections of loans and
recycling of debts from the OECD countries
kept her afloat. At the same tims, sven ths
switch from a rishtist resime of the Justice
Party to Ecevit's Republican Psople's Party
(2 social democratic outfit) in 1977, failed to
curb the strugzgle of the Turkish working class.
The strike wave of 1975 with 660,000 days lost
was Tollowed by the engineering industry lock-
cut in 1977 and then in February 1980 by the
massive near-insurrection of 200,000 workers
centred on Temir., Using the pretext of acting
agzinst 'tervorist violence' (much of it finding
enppert in the frmy iteslf, e.z. the neo faseist
Grey Wolves), the army dissclved parliament
and the political parties. But apsrt “rom
*token' arrests of bourgeols politicians,the
main repression was directed against the working
clase, as were the austerity measmres (e.g wage
freezes) imposed by the military regime,

The coup found its widespread support in
the cireles of western impsrialism since it

guaranteed - for a while - the continued
payment of debis and atebility of Turkey as a
trading partner. But with the collapse of Iran
into chzos, Turkey assumes a vital role in the
U8 global policy of 'containing Russia’,
Before Rezgan's election, Carter had resumed
axrms supply to Turkey (Wwhich had bean cut off
for viclatlon of human rights) and sscured a
flow of long-term credit to its ailing economy,
And a definite shift towards Turkey in its
conflict with Greece over the Aegean Shelf

and Cyprus took place at the same time. This
has contributed to the rise of 2 social-
democratic regime in Greece which is threat-
ening to leave NATO. A= we szld in Revolui-
ionary Perspectives 13 "Grszece will be
pressurised to compromise over Cyprus and the
Aegean: if it is unwilling and a choice has to
be made, Western imperisiism will -opt for
Turkey." (p.15)

Russiz in the mesntime is hoping that
Turkey 's difficulties will force her to do an
"Iran' and adopt & poliey of neutrality..
Therefore, Russia's criticisms of the Turkish
regime have slso been falrly restrained. They
have also been expanding economie links.

In preparation for s possible return to

democracy 1f the working class danger is
tamed, the Turkish rulers are engaged in re-
esteblishing the credibility of the Republican
Paople's Party (RPP). Ecevit was releassd from
Jell and swiftly re-arrested for talking to the
press (as the regime knew he would) and hes
ggain domed the crown of the democrstic
martyr. Ecevit who allied with the neo-fascist
Hational Salvation Farty to gain power in 1974,
who invaded Cyprus and massacred the Greek
population, whe put 13 provinces of Turkesy under
military rule in 1978-B0 and was the '"Trojan
horse' of the coups The RFP welcomsed the coup
as a chance to restors order and rid the

I country of the terroriets.




Not enly the REP, but all sections of the
Turkish 'left’ spread the message of 'anti=-
fascisn' (of which the army was & hoped for
vehicle!) against the rightist forces as the
main task of the day, and prepared the way for
the coup. The Turkish Labour Party (a front
for the CP) and ite trades union federation
DISE summed up their zims as "to drive the
National Front (rightist) coalition frem
pover”., DISK was set up in 1967 as a 'left'
rival to the official trades union faderstion
and is strongest in the new industrisl areas
like Iemir. It is azainst the members and
gupporters of DISK that the bulk of the military
repression has been directed. Although a
Stalinist union with bourgeois aims, the mass

of its members comprise the most militant
sections of the working class, despite their
‘anti-fascist' and reformist illusions. There
are also Indications that some of the workers

in the DISK are influenced by communist ideas:

a recent trial accused them of aiming at "the
establishment of a prolstarian dictatorship”,
Despite their confusicns, communists must

solidarise with and publicise the plisht of the I

working class militants facing the dunseons
and the gallows of the tutchers of Ankarz.m
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: ".ss the "defence of the country" of the
bourgeoisie ie not the task of the

proletariat.”
- "The liberation of £ the tariat
Communists L B ot et

without comnection with the whole prol-

= stariat (in Iran),
f’ght back The working class of Iran constitutes a

single class, 0 be organiszed and lad by

In the last editlon of Workers Voice we its single and vanguard communist party.”
published material from a group of Iranisn ”

commuinists on repression in Iran. Since then The pemphlet is availakle from Box W5, 4th

we have received from these comrades z Idea Bock %hUPr 14 Southgate, Bradford 1.
pamphlet which comes from the group KOMALA FﬁGP- T.7d) i

(Toilers' Hevelutionary Organisation of We hope to have a fuller discussion of the

Iranian Kurdistan), with which they have close inplicaticns of thie pemphlet in the next WV,
links. While not sgreeing with everything in

this pamphlet, we would urge our readers to From the same source we have recelved the
study it., It contains many clear positions on fﬂllqﬂiﬂg eppeal on behelf of militants
Iran and the taskes of communists, for example, imprisonsd in Iran. Since receiving their

eppeal we have heard that three of them have
"The Islamic Republic Begime is = bourgeois been exscuted. We do not have fuller inform-

verime . ation on the views of those imprisened, neither
Both factione of it are bourgeois do we necessarlly agres with all aspects of the
and eounter-revolutionary and work to- appeal. However, we ere publishing it in

wards the provision of suitsble conditiens solidarity with those who, however confused,
for the production of imperislist super=  ars clear on one thing: the bourgeols nature

profits.” of the Iranian regime.

"The Iren-Irag wer.. was the continuation .
of the reacticnary and counter revol- uShame and hate to the Islamic Republic"
utionary policies of the regimes of both
countries......" We scho this cxy of the U.C.M.

CHO May 15962. m

APPEAL TC THE INTERNATICONAL
WORKING CLASS AND COMMUNISTS

In Februasry B2, several prominent members of the Organisax-
tion of Paykar for the Emancipaticon of the Working Class; one
of the leading organisations of the communist movement in Iran,
were arrested by the capitalist reqime of the Islamic Ispublic
of Iran. Amaid arrested are the first and gemeral Secretaries of
the Organisation, ALI REZA SEPASI-ASHTIANI and HCOSSEIN AHMEDI
ROHANI, widely known for thelr 17 years of ceaseless struggle
against ths bourgeoisie and imperizlism. Mo doubt that the
régime may at any moment =ttempts to execute these comrades;
and if they do 5o, it would be a serious strike to the cause of
the working clsss in Irczan.

ree years of brutal suppression of the communist and
working-class movement, and denizl of =211 democratic rights of
the masses by the Islamic Republic of Iran, has once agsin
clearly demcnstrated the inherent tendency of the bourgscisie
to resort, everywhere, to suppression and viclence when facing
the growing struggles of the masses worn out by poverty,
unemployment and all the sufferings imposed on them by the
capitalist system. Today the bourgecisie, in a world-wide scale,
is showing its very r.al policy in the epoch of imperialism;
from the imperizlist countries of the west to the countries like
Turkey, El-Salvador, Ireland,and Poland, everywhere militant
workers,toiling massss and communists are facing imprisonment,
terture, harrassment and sxXecution., The arrest of comrades of
Paykar Crganisstion is yet one recent example of the attacks
of the world bourgeoisie on the incernational proletariat,

Workers!

AL a time when all States and forces of the world bourgecis-

imperizlist counter-revolution, whether those explicitly
bourgeois or those bourgecis states claiming to be socislist
and their assortsd followers, are supporting either the Islamic
Republic regime or the bourgeoils forces within the opposition:
at a timzg when the proletariat in Iran is on the verge of
forming its independent class party- the communist party - and
is more than ever nearer to settling accounts with the
bourgecisie; it needs your whole-hearted class solidarity.

We appeal to all communists and militant,and class-
conscious workers fighting for the cause of emancipaticn of
the proletariat to do whatever they can in creating such an
international snger and force thzt the capitalist regime of
Iran would not dare to execute these prominent comrades, and is
forced to release them.

DOWN WITH CAPITALISM.

LONG LIVE PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM!

Student Supporters of the "Unity of Communist Militants"-Britain
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LETTER

We are printing extracte from a letter sent to
us about the rlots of last summer, This letter
objecta to cur sttitude to the ricts and tries
to link this to ocur attitude to the development
of ¢class consciousness and recial and natiopal
struggles. These are certainly key-issuess
which the future world communist pariy must be
clear on, and we are prépared to discuss them
zeripusly. The writer, or group, who wrots
this letter d4id not give an address. The

trief comments which follow these sxtracts

are not a full reply and we invite the authors
to contact us in an open way.

Dear CWG,

Despite =ome corrsct position= the
CWC holds (2.g. the eapitalist nsture of the
so-eallad soclalist states; the left-wing of
capital etc) we feel there is a ne=d to

critieise its position with rezard to the =o-
called riots and return to a Ieninist position.

+osaRlol 1s 2 bourgeols term employzd by the
thilistine bourgeols press.. The only
difference between these revolts, and say the

arian uprising (1956) or the Paris Revolt
(1909) is the scale and durstion of ths revolt..
Only those who are blind will £33l to ==& that
the so-called 'riots' were the First revel-
utionary stirrings of the youns dispossessed
Froletarians, insurrection in its snbryonic
etage.... The (WO goes sven further to insult
the rising proletarian youth by tryins to
distinguish betwsen the 'political' the
‘eriminal' elements.

The CWO aelso confuses politicel with
comminiet consciousness... Spontaneity itzelf
is consciousness in its embryenic form... The
spontansous strugzzle of the workers, whether
a strike or an armed uprising will inevitably
end up by being dominated by bourceois idess
unlese pommunist consciousness is oresent in
the working class.., If we compare the con-
sciousness of your so=cslled "rigter® io that
of these workers who are still in the grip of
reformism and trade unionism, the pelitical
consciousness of the yoline proletarizns Tay be
considersd 83 being et a feirly advanced
stage, at lsast they know who their enemy is =
the state... The youth got its first taste of
class warfare, and its first revolutionary
educetion...

voealiOr can We ignors the exanmple set by
the revolutionary youth on the strests of
Belfast which ., thls summer rose up in support
of political prisoners ... The CWO ,.. does not
take up the defence of political prisoners
gither in Ireland or Englanc...,..,
Revolutionary greetinss,
I.C.

anad

=3 ity

CWO Reply

The uprisings in Hingary 1956 and France 1968
vere different in gquaiity, not just in scals,
from last summer's riots. In both the earlier
revolis the employed worklng class was heavily
comnitted to the struggle and it was this that
made them a serious threat to the bourgsoizie.
This was not the case in the events of last
summer. Only the smploysd and sspecizliy the
industrizl working class has the power to
challenge and overthrow the state, This iz why
We called on these involved in the 'riots' +o
establish 1links with the working. class,

-

"Community'" policing in Brixton,
Summer 1981

The commmist yevolution can only be
accomplished when large sections of the working
glass beglin to develop communisti conselousnzsas.
That iz to say, they begin to recognise ths
ne=d for communism snd their role in creating
. This conscioushess can only develop as &

of a long series of battles amonzst
rigte of laet summer must be ineluded,
The writer is tiltins at windmills in

guggesting thet we think otherwilee. To guots
the dictionary definition of 'rioi' at us is no
substitute for sectually grasping the content
of whet we say. History has shown that the
catalyst, without which this consciousness
cannot Gevelon, is the clase organisation of
the proletariat - the commumist party. The
party must be prepared to oriticise the

* working clsss struggless, snd

did

weaknegges of
give practical lead in directing them towards
communist objectives, Spontanscus rebesllion
must be converted into communist imderstanding. |
It was Tor this reason we criticised Jooting

ani advocatad seizing locsl press and radio
stations in ofder to spread a political msssage
5o that we can give a practical lead,we are
workires to establish groups of umempleoysd
workers whe not only spread communist prop-
aganda, bul actually attempt to tazke the lead

in such slituations, This-isz much more ugefml
than suphoric flatiery of the spontansous
mavemsnt.,

You acousse us of "lack of taet”, "insulting
vocabulary" etc in our artlcles on last summer's
avents. Yet Ienin insists on the clas=
congcious vanguard miting & confused mass
struggle, directing it, seizing banks, intro-
ducing dictatorial measures azainst the
bourgeoisie ete.. Such actions must constitute
a confrombtation with the confused and
spontansous aime of the unemploysd youth and
mist therefore invelve oriticism. It was the
anarchist Bzkunin, not Ienin, who mneritically
ideniified with spontansous action.

The CWO doeg support the cause of politicall
prisoners on a class basis., In our article
on the 'riots' in Workers Voice 5 we call for

strikes to relesss those imprisoned., But we do
distinguish betwesn unemploysd froletarians
fighting the state and reactionaxy IRA
natlonalists (ses Workers Voice 3, "Ireland:

out of the Meze")., It is the worshippers

of spontsneity who are ineapable of disting-
uizhing betwesn positive and negative movements,
and who eventually become their apolezists.

O

CWO.

R.C.P: the next step?

The Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP) 4= one
of the fastest growing groupe in Britain. A=
one of the few groups which claim to oppose
reformism, this is reot surprisine., Tlements

on the left, and some workers in struggls,

have begun to reslise that you can't be Eﬁainst
the bosses as well as being for Tony Benn's

and Militant's campaisn to save British
capitalism, They heve sssn the Labour laft,
and their equivalent in the trade unions betray
the working class in struegle after strusgle.
They remember the last Labour govermment's
social contract, under which wages shrenk and
unemployment almest triplad. So they are
locking for a 'radical' alternative,

The ECP's paper, the next step, has glven
plenty of useful coverage to the way in which
the trade unions ssbotage workers' strugglss.
They often advisze workers to bresk out of the
control of the union officials (e.g. their
articles on Leurence Scott in ins June-
September 1981). They attack the shop stewsrds
for accepting the aims =nd arguments of
manzgement, and negotisting real wage cuts and
redundancies for the sske of profit., In
particular, they attack sven radical lsftist
shop stewards for their role in sshotasging the
class, siruggle and negotiating away hundreds
of jobs, as they did at Gardner's, Manchester
(tns Jan '8l, "SWP Jjoins TUC Jobe auction”).
They argue that "there is no salvation in
tradss unionizm" and point out that "Irade
unicns organise workers along sectional,
indugtrizl and craft lines, Trads wmions
reflect the divisions (sectional, sexual,
racial) which capitalism imposes on the
lzbour movemeni. The unity of our class can
only be achisved around ebjectives which
relate, not to a partiewlar section, but to the
interests of the prolstariat as g whole™.

(tns Dec. '81)

Unfortunately, the RGP never asks the
obvious guesiion - WHY do shop stewards and
trade union officials do this? Why have the
trade unions helped ths bosses impose discipline
on the workera for the last 70 years? Is it
Just becauss of the sbsence of ths RCE?

Anexample of the =—onclusions they usually
reach on the itrede union qusstion i= their
analysls of ASIEF's succesaful attempt 1o con-
trol and sectionalise the recent reil strike:

"To beat BR, rail workers nead to inforn
thelr militant tactics with a stratesy
that puts their livine standards and
workine conditione before cther con-
siderations, Thie means changing their
unions into organisations that fight
ruthlessly for their membersinterests
(tns Merch '82)

Hzs this never ocoured to militant workers
belfore? Of course it has, When mnions
sabotage struggles, the most militant workers
usually end up trying to chanse their union

into a fighting organisation. They alW%VE
fail. Some of them end up &8s 'militant® trade

unionists, whose radicsl talk makes them even
more effective &z saboteurs of strikes, Or
they simply capitulate to the pro-capitalist
bureaucrats like Frank Chapple of the
Electricians did long ago, or like the shep
steward did at Kings Cross who instructed his
members to stop blacking the Sun, or like the
ones 2t Eritish Leyland, British Airways and
Ford who argtie sgainet all-out strikes or lead
the workexrs through the official procedures
which are designed to eap their strength.
(Sse, for example "Lessons of the Leyland
Strike" in WV &) The 1ist iz endlees.

So what's the slternative? The orly
alternative is to bresk from the unions and
organise strikes through mass mestinge of all
workers Involved. In their snalysis of the
Laurence Scott Electromotors gccupstion, the
RCF come clome to this conclusion, the next
step's supporters fournd themselves up against
the unions, and turned to the workers themselves
for the answer to how to run the occupation:

"Supporters of the next step waged a con-
stant batile ineide the cccupation
against the bureaucratic way it was
conducted. The officials ran the
ocoupation as a smsll cligus; they never
convensd & meeting of all the shep
stevards and only called mass meetines
when obliged to. We called for regular
mestings to ensure the widest possible




politiecal discussion and assessment of the
experience of the occupation, The
officigls tried to blame their con=-
gervative approach on the backwardness of
the rank and file. 'If we have a mass
meeting' said ome, "they'll vote to call
off the occupation'. The radical left
groups — whoss members largely fratern—
ised with the bureaucrats rather than the
rank and file - echoed this prejudice.

But as it proceeded, the ocoupation itself
proved them wrong." (ins Sept, '81)

Eut what is wrong with union officials is not
thelr lack of respect for democracy, that they
are 'a small cligue', or that they don't
convene meetings of the shop stewards (when
mgst shop stewards accept the bosses aims, as
the RCP correcily maintain, what's the point of
calling meetings of them?). What's wrong with
union officials is that thay sre permanent rep—
resentatives of orgenisations which negotiate
between capital and labour - the trade unions.
While capitalism was still an expanding,
Drogressive system in the nineteenth cemtury,

one step forwar
two steps back

uniens played an important role in crganising
workers to win improvements in their livine
standards and political reforms. Today,
however, in the era of wars and revolution, the
scope capitalism has for granting concessions
to the working class is 1imited. Those who
negotlaie on & permanent basis between the
Workers and their bhosses can enly negotiate
real wage cuts, worse conditions and
redundancies. There could be nao better do
demonstration of this simple lesson than the
continuous sell-cuts of both union officials
and shop stewards in Pritein 4n the Iast few
ye=rs. The RCP's idez of turning the unions
into organisations which reject capitalisnm's
logic and defend their members' interests
regardless of the consequences for the bosses,
means turning them into revolutionary
organisations - somethins which they can never
be, The strategzy of commmists towards the
daily struggle now means calling for mass
working class zction outside of the unions and

into factory groups.
The RCP and Imperialism

It is fundamentsl to = Harxlst analysis of
world politics that there ars only two choices
open to humanity = soclalism or barbsrism., IFf
socialism is not achisved, or if 1t is 1solated
in one country, that country will guickly
slide into capitalism. This prognosis was
confirmed with the deseneration of the Russian
Revolution and the emergence of state capital-
ism in Fussia,

The Trotskyists did not aceept this
analysis, continuins to see Russia az a
"isgenerated workers' state". During World War
Two, they defended Russia, and after the war
tried to explain the soecieties which were set
up in Bast Europe by the Red Army. Some of
them realised they were not workers' states,
sines the working class played no part in
their creation, but could not grasp the fact
that they were capitalist, The ROP is one of
these tendencies.

In its attenpt 1o prove that Russia isn't
imperislist, the RCF comss to some tenuous
conclusions about the western bloc., They
recoghise the approach of imperialist war, but
don't think it will be between Russia and
america. They think it will be between
western countries; say, between Westarn Eurepe
and America, or even between America and Japan,
Japan had better hurry up and rearm! If,
however, Hussia is attacked, the RCP say they
will defend it, as its defeat would strengthen
imperialism. That is, they will tell workers
to Tight and die in the defence of a country
whose class nature they are not sure of, but
which is definltely not imperialist.
Afghanistan? That was 2 nistake.

"Relations between West Germany and the
US are especially tenss" says Frank Richards

in his attempt to find preparations for war
between NATO countries (ins Feb '82), Elsewhsre
in the same article he =ays that Bonn aims &t
an "eventual reunification of Germamy: it is
central to Bonn's long~term strategy". But

how will this strategy be achieved without
military conguest, which will need American
backins? The "“tension' between the US and the
FIOR is due simply to the West Cerman
hourgeoisie's realisation that their country is
in the front line of the next world war - scme
of them are even opposed to the siting of US
missiles in Germany s=ince this would mean the
devastation of the FDR in & Bussisn counter-
ettack, 4s the crisis dragse the powerhouss of
Burcope down, s it is rapidly doins, the Germans
will f&ll into line with the war plans of their
Americen masters, West Germany was created by
US imperialiam, as, indeed, was the EEO;

the new-found pacifism amongst some of its
leading parties is nothing but & Chamberlain-
esque farce, If Schmidt still believes in
detente, he will be replaced by z Thatcher or

a Mitterand.

The article "Cold War Tllusions™ in tns
Mareh "82 claims to show that Russia isn'T
imperialist becanse it is weaker than the US.
Tng quotes an American defence joumal to-ths
effect that Russla's "marginal advences in
minor countries have been dwerfed by Soviet
setbacks in China, Indonesia, Egypt, India and
Irag". This may be true, btut =11 it shows i=
that Russla is being pushsd beck by the US bloc,
Fussia is no less imperialist for being the
weaker., Revolutionaries don't defend the weaker
imperialist power - otherwise they would have
stipported the bormbing of Pearl Herbour !

National Liberation

The HCP say they would defend anmy countr
against imperialism, This means they defend
Argentina in the Falklands, since BEritain is,
for them, imperialist. In their lsaflet "Stop
Eritain's War Flans in the Falklands" they
state "The remsons why the Argentine junta has
decided to exercise soversignty over these
islands just now are immaterial ic the attitude
British workers should adopt in this conflict”,
Are they immsterigl to the Argentins workers ?
Should they call off the 1ife and death Fizht
egeinst the junte and its austerity measurss
to support the war e=ffort? Without this the
Junta csnmot enforce ite cl=im! HCF policy is
an attack on the Argentine working clsss, and
shows the cul-de-sac of M"anti-imperialisa"
Today.

There 1s not enough space in this art
to detail our opposition to the RCP's posi
on national liberztion in general. We refer
the reader to "Ireland - ocut of the Meze" in
WV 3. Unlike the RCP, Marxlists have mever
unconditionslly supported fiational liberation
struggles - thus, even when Marx supperted the
Fenians (as he sometimes did}, he condamned
their bombing in Londen which killed workers in
Clerkenwell.

Today Mareists don't merely condemn the
IFA's tactics = they point out that since
capitalism has achieved its historic tasks and
become = decadent sccial syatem, the ere when
national liberetion strugzlss conld be pro-
gresgive, and when some of them could be con-
ditionally supported by the working claes, is
over.

RCP's plind support for the IRA lesds them
te support its asttacks on the British working
class civilian population end to apologise for
its sectarian attacks on Protestant workers. In
relation to the Bessbrock massacre they say,
"But such incidents are exceptionszl... Ths IEA
has never made a policy of sscterian attacks on
Protestants”, (tns April '82) 3ut such attacks
are the inevitable by=-product of nstionalist
ideologies which subordinate class divisions
to nationalist inter—class unity.

The HCF cccasionally has glimmerings of
elarity. For example,

"1t seems paradoxicsl that socislists should
identify their aims with those of nationalists,
The natien is = bourgeols institution and
nationalism ie, essentially, a bourgesis
outloock."” (ins Feb '61) and

"You can't fight nationalism with nationalism"
(RCP siogan, 1980),.

But they still call for messages of support for
the Armagh women who issued a statement "We are
women nationalists" (ins April '82z).

[RELAND:

the fruits of
‘National Independence’

Cn the 27th of Jamuary, the day when the Irish
Coalition Government of Fitzgerald fell, an
advertisment appeared in the Financial Times
Trom the Irish Industrial Development
Authority. It announced thst the return on
money imvested in Trish industry was twice the
EEC aversges.

The Industrial Development asuthority offers
the following benefits to companiss willine to
invest in Ireland: no tax 6n profits for the
first five years, & 0% erant to cover the cost
of a1l buildings and equipment, snd the free
training of the workforce. This at a time when
the debis of Ireland per head of population is
greater than that of Poland.

To deal with this mounting debt the
sovernment budzet was proposing to increase
VAT from 15% to 18%, to increase petrol by
I1lpenice & gellon, to increass incoms tax, to
put VAT on clothes and shoes not to mention the
increass in tax om drink and cigarettes.

When new Infustrles come to Iveland they
set up not in the cities hut in the country.
They set up in aress with = histery of high
unemployment and emigretion. Competition for
jobs means that the company can pey as litile
as possibls, Ireland has the Iowest wages and

livinzg standardsin the EEC. BSo the bosses

turnsd Ivelsnd into & Europsan Taiwan.

Howsver, the austerity mesasures directed
at the slresdy low living stzndards of the
Irish workers raise the danger of a violsnt
response. Haughsy, one of Ireland's richest
me it nowW the prime minister, =za2id during the
recent election campeign thet his first
priority if elected wonld bhe Northern Ireland.
This is 3 syrs 1 thet the bossss and thoss
in power ars worrizd. They love Northern

¥henever
things get out of hand they whip up naticnalist
and patriotic feeling by twmine to Northezm

Ireland, For example, D= Valerz's "trade war"
ith in in the slump of ths 1030%.
d's boom of the '7Os was fusllsd by

But the bubble is now

b lation ratz is 27% and rising,
the unemployment e iz 11% and risinz. No
wonder the Irish = are in a flap. They
have milked the cow dry.

The leader of the Coalition in his
elzctlon campaizn spouted the thrase "Ireland
in debt is Iraiend unfree"., This i= & trick
not only of the bosses in Treland but of hosses
the world over. They try to make us think
that their debls are our debts and that
zccepting & lower standard of living is our
"patrictie duty".

Now is the time for our fellow workers in
eland to prepare themsslves for the coming
right, New is the time to find out how
apitalism works end why. Now is the time to

are Tor change. The situation in Treland
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s that "nastionsl independenca™ canneot lead
ispendence from capitaliem and its laws.

e CWO for informetion on what is %o
2 done gnd for our other articles on Ireland
in Workers Volece 3 and Revolutionary
Zerspectives 15. ]
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Break Step

The RCP has mede a partial break with elements
of Trotskyism, e.z. in identifyine Iabour as a
bourgecis party and in their critique of some
irade unionist 11lusiens. But a fuller
development can only come with a bxesk from the
Trotskyist psuedo-zliernative to Stalinism and
& 1inking up with the itraditions of the real
fight againat Comintern degensration waged by
the Italian Ieft, the recognition of Russia as
capitalist and of the reactionary nature of
netional struggles today,
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YUGOSLAVIA

The Cracks Appear

The crisis and soeial decomposition ars
affecting the state capitalist gconomies of
Eastern Europe from the Baltic to +he Balkans.
In March this year clashes broke out again in
the southern Yugoslavian region of Kosovo. In
the =ame month high ranking ialks wers held
between the Russizns and the Yugoslavs. Both
events express the strains +he country is being
subject to as a result of the eponomic crisis.

The upheavals in Kosovo ars not a new
development. In August 1081 there was 2 serles
of political trials in the region, leading to
the semtencing of sbout a dozen people to
periods of up to fifteen yesars in jail. This
was coupled with & widespread purge of the
1neal Communist Party orgenisation. The
repression was a follow up o an outbresk of
rioting and discontent in the area in april,
when an undisclosed number of psople were
killed by security forces. This was ths
biggest social uphsaval in Yugoslavia sinee
the Sscond World War, and the ferocity of the
repression shows the nervousness of the ruling
class in a situation where the sponomic erisis
is out of conircl.

Kossovo lies within Serbis, bordering on
Albanis, The majority of the population are
native Albsnians, and loglemy the arsa has
‘autonomy' within Serbia. Like much of neich-
bouring iniand Yugoslavia, the ares is poverty
stricken, with 1ittle industry and a growing
"marginzl' population. Unemployment is high
and made worse by ths expulsion of millions
of Yugoslavs from Germany, many of whom cams
from Kosovo.

The Tiots started with gtndent protesis
over housing conditiens, and gpread to wider
social strata in Koseve and other towns 4n the
region. 4s they spread demands began to be
made by students and party offieials Tor
Kosove to becoms & separate republic insids
Yugoslavia, or even for it to units with
neighbouring Albanis, The latter sided the
riots covartly and kept up a war of nerves
during them . But b= Gepemdent on Yugoslavia
for its land links % gnd @t T
negotiating to tuild & rail link to Belg
+he Albanians are not Jjust now in & pcsition
to press for their 1deal of a 'Greater Albanial,
1 the Albanians' move back to the Russian
pamp gethers pace; Hoxha, the Albanian leadsT;
nay feel able to become moTe ambitious.

The peculiar siruciure of the Yugoslav
state and sconomy gives the ruling clzes both
advantages and disadvantages in dealing with
the erisis. Its federsl nature {six separate
republics with iwo more autonomous regions)
mesazns that discontent, as in Kosovo, can
escily take on & natiomalist, inter=classist
nature, with one natlonality complainirg sbout
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the privileges of snother. fthough a |
uzeful safety valve for the class struggls
nationzlist tendencles, if they go teo far,
could lead to seperatism end the break up of
the country.

The famous Yugoslavian balancing act - its
neutzality between East and West - was a product
of the reconstruction period aftsr the Becond
World War: it is now becoming mors and more
gifficult to maintain, The repatriztion of
millions of werkers frem the EEC has led to
Ziesncherntment, 25 has the increasing difficulty
of gaining access to the EEC for Yugoslevian
goocs (especially agricultural produce). Over
the pest few years thers has been a steady
incresse in trzde with COMECON, Buseila is now
Yugoslaviza's mair tradirg pastrer, as well &r
gupplying most of the coumtry's armaments.
Bxclusion from COMECON means Yugoslavise paylng
world merket prices for its oil, and ensures
a steady balence of payments defecit. When
Titg died, the rulire cless organised a
propegendist fezr of Russian invasion, to show
their loyalty to the Titolst iradition., But
with an incressingly unmensgeable crisis, 1t
would be tempting for the Yugoslay ruling class
+o shift the blame on to Tito, and dethrone
him as has besn done with Mao in China. This
could also pave the wey for a reconciliation
with the USSR and COMECON, which would be in
Yugoslavia's interests, ©Such & move would be
more 1ikaly if the fragmentation of the country
was a real possibility. In that case the Army
would be the only guavaniee of national unity,
and the Avmy is traditionally pro-Fusslarm.

With a collapsing sconomy, increasing
ionalist pressures, and in the background
sensitive issus of border disputes with all
t= 2ix neighbours, the “independence' of
oslavia is becoming inereasingly untenable.
3 as the Bed Bou geoisle ponders its options
in their Imcurious idristic villas, the cities
of Yugoslavia sbound with a Tloating mass of
bootblackss beggars-and cripples selling Tito
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great impondsrable factor which holds the key
ta the situation: the Yugoslavian working class.
Only by rejecting the false optlon of ths
nationalist groups within the ruling classe can
ths Yugoslav working class prepars for a
unified class responze to the crisis. Thus
any support for Albanian natlionallism, under
whatever guiss, plays into the hands of the
verious gectors of the ruling class.
The workers of Kosovo must wrench control of
the sacial movement from the hands of the
nationalists, and launch forth on their own
class terrain.
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PUBLICATIONS of the CWO.

WORKERS VOICE appears at present quarterly.
The C, W, O, alsc publishes a journal
REVOLUTIONARY PERSFPECTIVES which
appears once or twice per year. For an
annual subscription to all our English
language publications, send £2,00 to

C.W.0,, P.0O, Box, 283 Clarence Drive,

Glasgow G112 TIJU

Foreign subs add £1 to cover postage and
bank charges.

The C. W, O, has published several texts in
French, amongst them ""L'Irlande - Dialogue
avec les Sourds" (1f), "La Question D'Organ-
isation" (3f) and texts on Poland and on the
Period of Transition.

To obtain these texts, or for full details of
available texts, or for further contact with
the C, W, O, in France, write to

CLES/CWQO, 23 Bis Rue de Fontenoy,
59000 Lille, France.
Add postage with all orders,

appeal fund

The deepening of the crisis and the
corresponding aim of communists to
increase their interventions in the working
class, means an increasing burden on the
financial resources of the C. W, 0, We are
totally dependent on the contributions of
our members and supporters - we receive
no infusions of cash from Russia, China,
Libya, Albania, the €,I, A, or from any
other source,

If vou agree with the ideas put forward in
WORKERS VOICE, then help extend our
work with 2 SUBPORTERS' SUBSCRIFTION

of £10 to help our work while receiving all
our publications,

An even more welcome contribution to our
progress would be to take copies of our press
(e.g. 5 copies on a sale or return basis). Or
take bundles of leaflets for distribution at
your workplace,

Write to us! We welcome all comments on
our political positions, and will reply to all
letters received,
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Holocoust in CENTRAL AMERICA
the Communist Aternative

Marx wrote that "Capitsl comes into the world
++++ 00zing Blood from every pore."”

Today it is leaving it by the same routs,

The 100,000 dead and the half million refugees
of Central America sre the direct victims of the
capitalist crisis as it engulfs every area of
ths globe. The roots of the present social
decay in Centrel Ameriea lie in ihe desceompos=-
ition of the local economiss,

In the 1580s the countries of America
mansged, with the aid of high coffee prices and
US aid, teo begin programmes of industrialisstion.
Indusiry rose from 11% 1o 18% of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) by 1970. This resulted
in an enormous increase in the wealth of the
oligarchy (Somoza in Nicaragus, "the 14
families' in El Salvedor ete). It also altered
the socizl structure of those states creating
& small working clase and & comparatively
numercus class of petiy bourgeoisie and small
capitalists. The latter classes soon Tfound
their dreams of joining the elite shattered by
the world capitalist crisis in the early 1970s.
The roaring inflation in the industrialised
countries brought a collapse of Central American
economies, Industrial growth fell from 8%% to
%% whilst Covernment borrowins rose G00F,

Trade surpluses wvanished and growth rates
plummeted - in El1 Salvador by 20% in three years
Foreign capital refused to land whilst "native’
capital fled the country. This radicalisad the
petiy capitalist class.

In Nicarasgus the economic crisis proveksd
all zections of the bourgecisie to unite in
abardoning Somoza and to turm the Sandinistas
into the "demoeratlc' front which eventuslly
seized power in 1979 (see "Tha Bourgeoisis

Sacrifice Somoea" in HReveolutionary Perspectives
143,

The BSandinistas are an inter-ciass wmited
front ine £ lefiist slements through the

Catholic Church snd the petfs—Sensor=mtmtio +a—
large sections of the Gprer an_;'. e

Militant youth take over a lorry

in El Salvador in the general strike
of 1981,

Revolutionary Movemsnt and the Christian
Iemocrats who refuszed to enter Duarte's
coglition). Im every respect this movement iz
an exact copy of the Sardinista movement. In
short it is a bourgecis movement,

The bourgecis nature of the guerrillss is -
also shown in the statements of the FMLN leaders,
The meost "hardline Marxist-leninist" FMLN
legder, Aria Guadelupe Martinez, declarsi on
January 22nd that:

",y the messive North Amexic:
by Doarte means thst our com

ouer ithe anamir de=Snnseniinie

~“hourgeoisie, which aimed at & re-megotlation of
Nicayesua's relationship with US imperislism
(and =till does!).

The Sandinistas knew thet they could not
get into power without US backling so they
altered their 1960 prograsme which czlled
"the eptablishmert of 2 revelutionary
dictatorehip based on the silisnce of worksrs
and pessants” ard replacec it with a czll Tor
va democratic and popular govermment" inm 1378,
From this point on its victory was assured. The
Us told Somoza when to flee the courtry and the
capitalist claes united round the Sandinistas.

Strikes in Nicarsgus sre already illegal
and punishable by heavy prison sentences whilst
+he lack of basic food and medical supplies
+hrestens the populstion with starvation and
death, In acdition, inflation runs at 50% and
unemploymert et over 20%. The new regime says
that "sacrifices' will be neeéed. Truly ihe
bourgeoisie sings the same scng from Gdansik to
Guatemalsa.

Tt
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El Sslvader

In Fl Salvador, where no ons dictstor so totally
monopolised economic 1ife to the exclusion of
the petty capitalists, the result has been a
gplit amongst the urben middle class. Some hzave
supported the Army whilst the rest have faken to
the guerrilla struggle. In November 1979 a coup
got rid of the vepressive but ineffectual

Romero and the Christian Demeccrats led by Duarte
were brought intc the govermment in an attempt
to give the Army msssscres a human face. They
hopedthat this would encourage the US (then
under Carter's “human rights" policy) to give
militery aid to crush the guerrillas. The real
power remained with Garcia, the Defence Minister
Whose official and unofficisl killers have not
gtopped their work. At least 15,000 have been
murdered by the srmy since Duarte tock over.

The guerrillas have existed since 1969
after a series of splits from the Salvadorean
Communist Farty but until 1977 they wers in no
position to claim a large following. The
polarisation of the El Sslvador petty
bourgeoisie has swelled their ranke and the
Farabundo Marti Natiomal Liberation Front
(P ) has the support of six groups (3 ex-
2talinist groups, 1 Trotskylet, the Nalional

T s _._=~_':__: The BET =m
El Salvador will only end"when The USh ans
Duerts's Juntz sit down and talk with the
TH-FMLN and with other palitical forces

1 2= the repressrtatives

aeom

So the sassacres
negotiating position
Jesder Cayetano Csrpio has said that-an sventual
negotiated settlement must "humiliate nobvody”
which presumsbly means US imperialism and the
Right wing death squads! In any avent the class
neture of this struggle is clearly revesled as
nothine but 2 bourgeois faction fight masquer-
ading under the title of a "national 1liberation
struogsle”,
The real truth is that in the era of decadent
capltaliem there can be no such thing &= 2
struggle for national liberation. Any new
riling class finds that it must submit elther
1o the old imperizlism or %o a new one. In
Centrsl Americe it is a question of establishing
a 'mew! relationship with US imperialism.
Possibilities that the strains between the
various elements of the Sendinista government
(which contains priests amongst its members,
would lead to ancther Cuba can be largely
discourted. In 1960, when Castro was forced by
the intransigence of US oppositicn to &
capitalist land reform to change Cuba's
imperialist master and mortgaze the entire
Cuban eugar crop to the USSH, the USSR was not
facine an unprecedsnted economic erisis. Today
Ruseia cannot afford another Cubs, especially
with its war in Afghanistan and its subsidles
to Poland. Hesgan's thunderipes about
'sibversion® in Central America are not
primarily concerned with his fears for US
intersste in that ares. What he is using the
j=aue for iz to whip up chauvinism and war
feeling in the US population by claiming that
there is a real Russian threat, so that they
will get behind his programme of ayme build up.
Even as he denounces the lefiism of the
Sandinietas or the "threat' of the FMLN in El
Salwvador he has already established contacte or
nagotiations with both, Whatever happens in
the area the so-called ‘anti-impsrialist

e

The Class Strussle in Central America

In 1979 we wrote that the workers of El1 Salvador
"have placed themselves in the advanced gusrd
of the world's working class", After 1975 when
landless proletarians occupied hundreds of
hectares in the countryside 3t sparked off a
wave of action by worksrs sgainst the capitalist
crisis. In 1976 strikes in the sugar cane,
coffee and cotton plantations forced the ruling
class to make the first concessions to the
workers for 40 years. Bui in 1979-80 the
bourgeoiaie bacame more frightened and mors
preparsd for the Workers when massive
solidarity strikes led to the blacking out of
San Salvader and the cutting off of its water
surply. In the brutal repression by the state
the army wounded mmdreds and killsd scores of
workers who died fighting for their own
interests,

With the further socisl decomposition and
open civil war in El Salveder, with its massiwve
repraseion, the strike wave subsided. But this
does not mean that commmisis simply bewall the
decline of this form of class struggls, and
advise the working class to 'abstzin' from the
civil war and walt till the storm passes over.
The firat task of the workers and the prol-
eterianised messes in El Salvador is to arm
themselves in self defence zzzainst the fascistes
and the '"demecratic' front.

The task for commumistis i= 4o criticise
and encourage a brezk from the intsr-classist
ideas of the FMIN, and to form the nucleus of
a commmist party, ealling for the formetion of
rural -and urban soviets, znd the extension of
insurrection o 511 of Central Americs. As the
Trocess of bourgeols normalisation in Rlcarssua
Ieads o 2 growlng avwarenses of class
differences, the lessons will be esasier to
dra¥ boih there and in neighbouring 81

-,

Armed guerrillas of the
FMLN stop bus in roadblock.

Salvador. The tasks of the woriing class are
not te unite with hostils soclal classes in &
struggle Tor democracy and national independ-
ence, but io rally the semi-proletarians
behind its own programme of prolstarian
dietatorship and internationalism.
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Unemployment, inflation, war in the Falklands;
now's not the time for sitting around and doing
nothing.

T would Hke to find out more about the
G WL Er eas
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I would like to help in the activity of
the C, W, O,

AddTesSE s sssssasnissasansssssssansanne
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Send to: C, W, Q, PO Box, 283 Clarence Drive,
Glasgow G2,

strugzle' will be no threat to the USA, 2= long
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as the US ruling class plays its hand corrsctly.
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le between the British and tne

Argentine bosses for control of the EE E discon-
Falklands has already cost hundrads of YhE aalt i op H b e OB
lives. Today's .fighting is of vital pe R R O Sl R

. S these off and or nvins in eanral

importance to the British, Adrgentine

L B S oo e

THmm o Hog ot o of

and the world working elass., é? SRPPOLS 05 8 S L acceptance of U

The dispute over the Falklands Sk g8l ) MR € &8s support for Britsin
given both the Argentine and Brit St A RINE o L : PoRLuiOnd Bo Sirops
ruling clssses the chance to test e REULBS Sine s vo US imperialism
war and propaganda machines. As 4 alizl nist guerr- ev t 1ts latin American
armed forces confront each other e o e R = iallure to imposs a
South Atlentic, lies sbout their ABECLE ack and ¢ the economic crisis
motives are broadcast. The Thatcher ad G poiny at wh even
government says it is o "fascist 2 BT annot be re ed
dictatorship" and prote "pight PROL ’ -
of self determinstion o , and nd I PR s i il
Galtieri claims he's "f lon- Ly i Ve any work
iglism." But on both si o ure by SUD example of
a manoeuvre to direct at social Hen refuse
from the sconomic crisis rly in e AUl
workers forget their rea is used t a muSy
inflation and unemployme do issues TC
of patriotism. In toth sh 0 Sign
economic ecrisig igs out of co re as iar h .
Just as a seri of lesser crises led of ng "nat and e
up to World War 2 at the time of the in T 2 end. r . prepar
last world economic crisis, s the B o are 0 Aternationalism now.
Falklands dispute is another small, yet the > intensifying the class
significant preparation for World Wap 3. W iego struggle and rejecting all demands

The Argentine military regime is not G2 a n -or sacrlifices, Already the trade
a "progressive anti-colonial® one, but 08 the in- unions persuaded Hawker Siddley work-
one which has only survived by the most BED z uritius. T2 1n Bristcl to end their overtime
brutal repression of the working class, They are sti pensat- 021 Yo produce parts for the airforce,
The mase strikes in Buenos Aires in ion from the Sc and the dockers strike has been called
1975 persuaded the ruling class to aig- Duch for the rminat-~ Off because it might damage the war
pense with 'ecivilian government' and go 1omi" The cr Gish Palicy, f . -
for open repressicn. Tens of thousands D9S8 ustif spend=- qﬂgalﬂﬁt_ﬁhe hysteria of the bossges
have been jailed and over 30 000 killeg iDE & ssary tions. 3nd the unions we call for:-
or disappeared since 1976. But even If 1 ceads t will Strikes against any cuts caused by the
ferocious repression did not stop the be g S S8 NG Mo .
class struggle or deal with the economic 2CHS UJ i lso shows refusal to load ships and transport
¢risis. Today inflation is over 150% that I ur pacif- SR . i )
and Argentina's debts are §352 billion - 1818 g ers. The S0tive internabionalism with the
more than Poland's., jon of +tne SPECt . monge and Argentlge worki@g class; workplace
Falklands is & gamb the oil, othe t n the chorus TeSolutions against the war and in
Fighing and mineral und the of ¢l n fewillusions. S¢lidarity with the Argentine working
islands and its dep = the time of writing the outcome class in their struggzle with their
Antaretic in an att e of the crisis is uncertain: but the USA bosses.
crisis. It is an at ;Kiine holds gll the cards. Argentina We eall on British and Argentine
workers. An attemp cont- 4eSperately nesds o re-cycle her lpang WOTKers to remember "the enemy lies in
ent which was threa de te the US banks, (she needs g7 bn this your own country". -
once more. The Arg union J¥ear), while Britain could not wage war WORKERS HAVE NO FATHERLAND.

WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE.



