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us revolutionaries to agita;e amongst -'CWO. et
the unemployed for mass action against | ND C.Wi
the state's attacks. report

With unemployment at 3 mi :iqn,
& ) . the:st§t§ is_attei%lng unemp%oygf " As the hysteria of the H—b}ock_hunggr
| HEEe e 1n tihe mostiblabans oAt Of- strike campaign mounted, the CWO held
i Eaﬁeiq?ﬁ,fnge?giié a meeting in London. Our speaker
aboieon o e iiataniion . (8 vegan by outlining the CWO position
' S O L AT iro on the national question. We explainec
s redgndant,jafe ilzﬁﬁnhagﬁ.%" that, while certain national struggles
. e T;fﬁPeog_ZtZ “a;féal to Parl- were progressive in the last century,
- s gﬁz“fi ;ie $n the short term especially in aiding the develgpment
: the unemployed can only win some o1 ?agltéliﬁm5_30g§)i_;£ aaggrzgeas e
:, "o.:_-u'bn_:-v by mass action to ' -Om?ndteuf Lrbi ;MJ;J?- 1allisnm, :
UNEMPLOYMENT: e e s withe national independence and economic
R s . development are illusory and national
i?a“f““1°?Te;f:wlff.?;f . movements inevitably become attacks
After the SR N‘?_":L‘f‘ % s on the working class. This was
R el S A T~ followed by an examination of the.
pnd =t orger YO OLIEE failure of Eire to develop economic-—
The oy Beog ally since independence, except where
B Cat s this was in the interests of Western

riglism and under its domination.

Peoples March

3 o AR VOIS our speaker outlined the anti-
gainsi capital- lass nature of Irish
g0 e sm from the 1913 Dublin
S UL B ¢ trike (where the nationalists
B e =k ion 1o called British troops to crush the
SEEMo Dulc in srkers), through the IRA's armed
, lledass struggle, ;uppression of the Cork Soviet of the
. Whay needs to Cork Soviet in 1920, to its present
he unemployed is an terror campaigns against British and
LS ULGHARESOUDE (GO Irish workers.
the opthegle. Amongst the following discussion
pPs unem yea were a variety of interventions from
. members of the International Communist
Sacwortals Gurrent (ICC). On the issue of the
SHELggour, campaign for solidarity with the
L R hunger st rs, the ICC argued that
] of 1 imprisoned were crdinary
State's rg ther than IRA men, and that
tal Secu u surrounding the
SoSo ampaign there was a
Wppoio for co ist inter-
SUPHOL repli saying that
£ P d had ever
o] claim if they had we
oport them) and that
i s init
e IRA. sSe
"""" isagreemcuts
e even
>

s b
A

S8 3 — e == S A e T
3 that pathetic -"t‘gs”gi
A giass history s ey
S e azaar agai
SRS Arvhanista
i h ace riots
2 ‘3 Another
arch a or :n stated
= ave a very
2 2 list =t we ref
2 b - AL ONs acs rement tai In
3 1ENOE ® cply we sta he important
LARTER THER Am = to have criteria, to
SeMm anGs ool VICTIONS SXTRACTED UNDER TORTURE AND WITH A MERE ShiF s movement had
ORGANTSATION HAVE Pot coipr ILITANTS AND CONTACTS OF OUR al for develorment or not. It
SONED} BLIDA TO S-"J!\”I‘:E-\’cr:"s 5;‘ B?I:"I‘):‘:?VED BY ’I“-I.-': MILITARY TRIBUNAL OF S that enabled us to say that
THETR NAMES ARE :;OEA;ED«B;;?;A';’HREB AND TEN YEARS IN PRISON. in Miami against white workers
ASDILMALEK KENDOUR, ALT AKK ot T CABAH BENKHELLAT, potential, while the Brixton
SALUTE THESE YOUNG RE i-UTIA;J* AND MOHAMED NAAMAN. WE s ents, in confronting the capitalist
OF SECRET DESTZNTION AT Tz mime oo i0s IN SPITE OF TWO YEARS sate, did. Similarly, the IRA-
SECURITY, HAVD F':U;"-’I'.Cf\uq-cr:b:m 3-‘ THE ALGERIAN MILITARY ‘nitiated the solidarity campaign on
o Jvuns COURAGEOUSLY AND INCESSANTLY FOR THEIR Lunger strikers had no potential,
while the recent strike of ‘:zospita%
THIS TRIAL IS A NEW 2P ; workers in Northern Ireland agains
. VAGES ;;3 fc;;({f."g :i‘,{ggfnéxﬂllgfé‘:mas“m WHICH DAILY £he presence of troops &t their
KLGERTA, WHILE THE N;‘ T i -M.-OVERI'SHED MASSES OF workpiace, c¢id have, despite later
INIEFENDENCE GROWS CYNICALLY Pab — spoo NG FROM ALGERIAN IRA involvement. (Because it united
N RICHES, TN‘E: DL‘SF“‘R,-TE' -’-‘t.:?"’n:r: AC'CENULATING RICHES HEAPED Catholic and Protestant workers
SLIDA SHOWS TO WHAT EXT";I‘T??; ?;-AIhSz “!‘HOSE CONDEMNED AT acgainst the state) Without criteria
THE DIFFUSION - EDAH"‘I"U;ARL; ;‘,...,":’GEREM BOURGEOISIE FEARS we would simply tail-end apparently
INSTRUMENT IN THE II.JF':.:NE? o~ ZTHIN THE ARMY, THE PRINCIFAL si ar, but in reality widely
PRIVILEGES AGAINET THE A.;‘-i'G‘:-‘.R ?*ggzggg’{ Agg g& divergent social movements.
UTTONA 5= & - g - =
ey SARY MARXISM, WHICH UNMASKS AIL THE LIES ABOUT glﬁm?. =

~=D ALGERIAN "SOCIALISM™ AND DEMONST

: £ SM A TRA'
£ ‘=€v~§§§‘.;§- ROAD TO THEIR EMANCIPATION .TE}?'EII:'?HET;{E
i'.r::-R:SVBC ION ::ZHM}B:EU;(CZEgES LIZS CAN PREVENT THE EXPOSURE OF
HE ASTS OF THE RGECISIE, BOASTS W} I f d
S B, T oRie, o o eihne e appeal fun

s WORKING CLASS FROM SEIZING HOLD OF THE WEAPON OF MARXISM

‘N ORIER TO ORGANISE THE STRUGCLE The deepening of the-crisis and the
S 'EAD OF THE MASSES. AGAINST CAPITALISM AT THE inereans iAlEEoIEEy struggle
=2y & G multiplies the number of tasﬁs
ped ‘E ON ALL REVOLUTIONARIES facing communists. The CWO has
to: UF PROLETARIAN EMANCIPATION, T( ALL MILITANTS IN THE CAUSE responded to this challenge, but the

g Tl TO FIGHT WITH US FOR THE : - :
LIBEZRATION OF THCSE CONDEMNED AT o8 ever incressing costs of materials,
AT BLIDA, IN ORDER TO RIP transport, etc. mean financial

C/c THEM OUT OF TH= CLaWS COF

Ba AS TS THE MILITARY SECURITY. difficulties. If you agree with the
e A R S FOR THE ALGERIAN BOURGEOISIE ijdeas put forward in Workers' Voice,
Paris 12, FRANCE ZXECUTTIONERS AND TORTURERS H;Asgﬁg;gncopsv gE)?'f'gER help to extend and bulld its work

"MEASURES OF LIBERALI : ith 2 donation. Send to the group
SAT.ION;NN%C{)‘E;’E{J‘%& NE HAVE (ONLY, gdt;ress’.o Or send us a ’suﬁp'ortgrs '
FROCEEDS TO SETTLE THE SCORE, THE AGON THE WORKING CLASS subscription; £10 to receive all our
BZHALF OF THE MASSES WILL BE IES THAT IT SUFFERS ON publications and to aid our work.
THAT WILL BE INFLICTED ON The esoore OF THE SUFFERING :

RETOEN THE BOURGEOISIE AND ITS DOGS IN

International Communist Party
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ce. The test way to express
idarity with the detainees is to
te unewployea communist groups.

B 1He srixTONRIOT

We ow an unedited Pne riot in Brixtor remaifed ORDER REIGNS IN BRIXTON

a ton events of simply a riot because it arose spon-

A a CWO member who taneously and did not have any immed- Monday, 13.4.8l.Evening. Helicopter

live es not pretend to iate ooJect‘"es or long term gims. with searchlight still overhead.

be a sir ozyv and the These need to be put forward by Police stations full of detained

comrade ed immediate views communists inside the working class, "rioters", picked up at random.

on the both in groups of unemployed communist Looters arrested and tortured. Many
s

he c v that the workers and in the factories. These broken arms and legs.
ev s (o dismissed groups can play a rcle far beyond The Labour left say it was the
i ¥ " that many their size in tke event of another fault of the Tories. The Newsline
S took Brixton. says it was a plot to discredl
s at first It is true that, isolated behind Ted Knight. The Militant calls for
hisS. THe "top varricades in Brixton, the unemployed "Democratic control of the Police™
1 evidence youtk could not have won any tnlng A and the return of the Labour Govern-
s le of sustained struggle, rcwever, which ment. Socialist Worker claims there

o o

e

3 @ o o |t .

C :-
ne took the police station and the were IRA sympathles expressed in the
i municipal offices; and which held out riot. Some of these leaflets were
in org an*sod faS”lOﬂ for se”e“ days torn up by the local workers. The
T would have provided inspiration for SWP_have temporarily dropped their
, other sections of workers. As it is, call for reform of tke pclice, and
Brixton has already given ocur rulers pretend they don't suprort Her
nightmares and it will take more than Majesty's Opposition. All the
the Scarman "enquiry" to erase them. ] j pport the liberal "Brixton
ttee" which has alrezady
Bleton Lett (¢ negotiated with the
po clared its intention tc
It's not every day that the unemployed ca situation - in other
loot and burn cne's local shopping wo r the police "restore
centre. 3But tl signs have been there or
for some time those with eyes to overhead.
see. In t e, the smouldering Last night 30
anger of th mployed was ked ed and arrested
cff by inecr prolice hLaras n n e centre of
black unemploy youth = h S the police
specifically by an inc ack workers are
10th April. A black y f organising
in a typical Brixton they must have
police tried to take side agitators.
Michael Bailey, away ungsters are
e A AT cording to the
S aaasiy o S L the police
T A e aa e started the rict!
Peti] St nsd our agitators
attacked, tte police B Eusspshiloyed, o
their comrade from ihe o A
0 tration on sent him to hcspital im 2 texi. fiFO NOEEY, ahout. . A
because of fears of The police pa trolled Brixton for CONRURIST UnEmD oyed ;;acrion =9
S R T T the 54 R0 ey ? gsggntia;_a puild that
Saturdey 1ith pi
assaulted 2 black
Rozd. "The worst
seen in Britain T
began. The first
on the streets of
mysteriously appea
d in with riot
er that they are &
ades of cars were se ac
s hijacked egnd drive be
in blue line. White L
young workers joineé force ca
d for several hours took
e centre of Brixton. T©nfc RXERS
e consciousness of the riot
ached the stage of seeing % £ e
eD — a mass attack on the p cious
atio Instead, most of %h rs (b
verted their energies into 1AL
: spiitting up into smal ea on Sunds
of loo%ers. The police statio racy and
its rich hcard of guns and fil t as Daz and
have been take had there bee e, reject the
politically conscious presence ist left, such
the unemployed rioters. In the ,» "Reform th
many shops were looted and burn ol ¥ - iemployed workers
clothes shops, two pubs, shoe s re prepared %o w firebombs at
Jewellers, radio shops, Woolworths, he police, outs of bourgeois
Citizens Advice Bureau, end several truggles like i ster, there must
derelict houses. No banks. e potential, as Guardisn fear-
; Several policemer were seriously ully puts it, £ extremists" (i.e.
nurt, and 224 arrests were made. we communists) to h in.
Although, as I have said, octing was After the 19 evolution in
The has also seen to a diversion, it does not mean that all Russia Lenin argl for the creation
it that b stories of the rioters were criminals. "%ere of underground 's terrorist
viclent ndly "bobbies" were some gegat;ve asypects, apart from grou to0 gradually prepare the
have be publ to mgke us fcrget the lack of positive poli tical T class militarily for the
the daily acts o olence of the consciousness. A racist squatter's insurrection. He poured
capital;ét state. However, the nousg was purn: -~;ltnough the rioters those who washed their hands
working class can be sure of more may have thought it was empty. All ractical tasks. But he
violent confrontations with the the other houses (rather than flats he Party was vo be the
police in future. The "forces of law above shops) burni out were derelict. unguestioned general of these groups
and order" will glways, as in Brixton, Council leader Ted Knight's claim - political consciousness EE%EEQEE
start the violence, since it is their that the council had to rehouse 29 tical organisation. That is why
law and their order which holds The families affter the riot was a slander we can't set up defence groups until
working Class in its present position. on the‘rioters - zimost no harm came we've grouped a nucleus of communist
They cannot be persuaded to give up to working class people from the workers round us. Communists never
state power. As strikes and 5 rioters themselves. ry to create defence groups outside
demonstrations multiply in response As everybody here knows, it was the control of the political vanguard.
to the crisis, as the struggles of the not a race rioct. Many white youths We will continue to stress the need
unemployed link up with more powerful were involved. Journalists of the for politi cal groups - at the same
struggles on the factory floor, capitalistv press were attacked. It time never forgetting that the fight
workers must be prepared to unite was an explosion of anger of will eventually become A FIGHT T0 THE
and defend themselves against the unemployed workers, in a specific DEATH WITH A VIOLENT.UNRELENTING ENEMY
repression of the sitate. situation, at a specific enemy: the @

—

X
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selling bigger quantities 0I goods.
They can only do this by reducing
prices, and so competition intensifies
and inevitably the producers with the
least advanced machinery are destroyed.
THE

——

BOSSES' SOLUTION

The bosses' response to the crisis has
been to concentrate the industry into
larger and larger units to install
more productive machinery and increase
exploitation of those workers not made
redundant by the new machines.

In 1939 there were 33 independent
car companies in the U.X. In 1963
there were only 5 major producers and
2 minor ones; in 1981 there are 4. In
other countries a similar concentration
has occurred. In Germany there are 4
ma jor producers, in France 2, in Italy
1 and 2 minor ones and in Japan 2
mgjor and 3 minor ones. At the same
time international link-ups are taking
place., BL is to build a new car in
conjunction with Honda. Alfa Romeo is
to build a new factory near Naples to
produce cars in conjunction with Datsun.
Innocenti is building engines with
Daihatsu of Japan. ZIsuzu (Japan) is
to make axles for General Motors' new
J car. PFiat and Peugot/Citroen are
jointly producing a new engine, and
Volkswagen is combining with Datsun to
build a Passat factory in Japan. These
link-ups are part of the global
concentration of the motor industry and
sre aimed at achieving greater profit-
ability and improving each firm's
sompetitive position. If the process
was allowed to go on the whole industry
would be controlled by one or two
scompanies and production countries
like the U.X. would be ended. However,
at the same time nation states are
taking over their industries to prevent
national bankruptey.

One of the methods use to
protect local industry impoTrt
controls. The U.S. has just forced

in

they
is

Japan to limit its imports which las®
This is

y k 29% of the market.
égzzi‘ég%he"‘?m fhat all +he
Japanese motor companies, exc
are approximately 20% own=d b
capital and Japanese profits are

partly U.S. profits. The U.K. and
Japan have a 'voluntary' import limit-
ation scheme, France limits Japanese
imports to 3% of the market and Italy
limits them to only 2,000 cars per
year. The Japanese are using inter-
national agreements to build factories
abroad in conjuncztion with local
companies as a way of getting round
protectionist measures like these.
Datsun's plans to build its own fact-
ories in Britain and the U.S. are part
of this strategy.

The bosses are also planning massive
investment in new machinery. Ford U.K.
is to spend £300xn each year, BL £450m
and Japanese and U.S. investment is
even larger. Together with the new
investment old plants are being closed
and production concentrated in fewer
factories. Plants don't need to be
very old to be closed either. The Rover
plant at Solihull was only built in
1976 and was then hailed as the most
modern and advanced in Europe!

This machinery has, of course,
meant tremendous increases in exploit-
ation for those workers who are not
made redundant. Before the 1lst World
War no manufacturer produced more than
1 car per man per year. By 1935
British workers were producing 2.8
cars per man per year, By 1955 it was
8.5 at BMC, 16 at Volkswagen and 18 in
the U.S. The new Metro line at BL is
at present producing 19 cars per
worker per year, and when it's working
at full capacity this will rise to 25!
Japanese car workers, meanwhile
produce 30.

If we assume a BL worker 1is paid
the equivalent of 2 cars per year,
this means that in an 8 hour day he
now produces his wages in the first
50 minutes; whereas in 1965 it took him
2 hours. TFrom 1965 to 1980 the rate
of exploitation has increased 240%!
This process is going on worldwide.

The bosses pretend it is lazy workers
who are the cause of the crisis. Two
years ago Michael Edwardes was telling
BL workers how much more productive
Italian workers were and warning them
that they must work harder. The Fiat
car boss. Aenelli, complained o

-
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"glthough

20% less than
1 =7

German workers, German workers are 37%

journalists last year thut
Italian workers are paid

Italian workers
harder. This year

more productive".
must, he said, work
in West Germany the Economics Minister,
Count Lambsdorff, told car workers
that Japanese workers were far more
productive. Japanese workers, he said,
work 20% longer hours and euly get
£3.70 per hour whereas German workers
get £5.50 per hour. German workers,
he concluded, must work harder.

WHY THE BOSSES' PLANS WON'T WORK
To increase exploitation effectively
the bosses have to installnew machinery
and to do this they have to make
enough profit to pay for it. The rise
in the cost of capital plant can be
appreciated by the fact that a new

moving production line at Morris in
1934 cost £300000, complete with
machinery, tooling, etc., whereas the

BL automated Metro plant cost £275m
in 1980. Each of the new multiwelders
on the Metro line cost £3.5m which,
allowing for inflation, is probably
equal to the cost of the entire new
plant at Morris in 193%4.
for the bosses is getting hold of
profit they

The problem
the

vil

require for this scgle of

investment when, at the same +time as
installing the new machinery, they are

forced to

le workers, the only
source of ;i

s from production.
f making the remaining
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Instead i
the government is
t giving BL the money. By the end

-

of 1982 £2,300m will have been poured

o=

v
into BL. What this means is thgp the
government is simply taking profit

from those sectors. of the economy

which are still making profits and
handing them over to those where the
rate of profit’'is low. Exacily the
same is happening in the U.S. with
Chrysler. These two companies are nod
special cases. They illustrate the

situation which other producers will
soon find themselves in, and which ai
heavily capitalised sectors of the
economy are experiencing.

Clearly the reason for the Jjapanese
car indusiry! lace at the top of the
capitalists! itability league is
the massive exploitation of the
Japanese worker. This is the result
of the use of advanced machinery, able
to produce the highest output per man
hour in the world, coupled with
relatively low wages to workers in
other economically advanced countries.
However, this doesn't mean that the
Japanese motor industry is immune from
crisis. As we have seen, greater
"productivity" for the capitalists
brings with it declining rates of
profit. It is only a matter of time
before the massive amount of profiw
produced by Japanese motor workers is
inadequate to finance even more
advanced machinery.

s
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POSITION OF THE WORKERS

‘Phroughout western Europe and the U.S.
the bosses have pushed through redun-
dancies and lower wages with the help
of the unions. At BL the unions told
the workforce to vote for the Edwardes
recovery plan - that is, vote for

plant closures, redundancies and wage

| cuts! The unions then called off

STrikxes in protest at a wage oifer of
8% which meant a cut in real wages.
Eventually the workers accepted this
offer. At FPiat, with the help of

the unions, the firm has managed to
make 25,000 workers redundant. TFiat
boasts that, despite a cut in the
workforce of 20%, production is still
the same and that there is now no
absenteeism. In the United States the
United Autoworkers Union has imposed a
pay freeze, plant closures and

massive redundancies at Chrysler. Th
union actually lent Chrysler g500m

and now union leader Fraser is a member
of the Board of Chrysler! This union
not only has shares in the company
which exploits its memb but it alsec
has an official on the 'd to super-
vise that exploitation. is sort of
situation is not just limited to the
U.S. In Japan 7 Datsun workers were
recentlv sacked for "criticising their
union". These workers complained about
low pay, bad conditions in the company
"dormitories" in which single workers
are forced to live, and said the union
was "the guard dog of the company".

f L

£ a2t some time in
Thelir ecent actvion of
the Pord and BL
sim true worldwide:
the unions are with
the ot surprising
the workers.

FUTURE
Sor think if they make
sa hen their firms will return
to is isn't true.
Th accepted spesd-ups
an they got the boot
Jjus ers have
interest g the boss a
solve th s of ecapit m The
interest destroying the syste
The only way forward is TO oppose gll
the boszes! "rationalisation" and
productivity plans Opposition %o
these plans succeed if it
is on a ma: it crosses
eraf Y ies. The
st rganised through
ma : vocable strike
c ittees. This only be done
outside the trade MS WhO are every-
where, as the Dats workers said,
"the guard dogs of bosses".

As a first step wards itiating
this type of struggle groups of
communist workers the factories
need to be organised ground a political
underst ing t capitalist crisis
and the sto ] terests of the
working class. Such groups can give
the lead in vigorously opposing the
lies of the bosses gnd the unions, and
link the siruggle against redundancies

and pay cuts to the historical struggle
for communism. This struggle is for

a system of rational economic planning
where perfectly-working machinery
isn't scrapped because competition
decrees it is out of date; a society
where everyone is involved in
producing goods directly for the
community's needs and therefore
without unemployment, without wage
labour and without the exploitation
that is the hallmark of capitalism

- East and West.
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The 1381 revolt failed tecause of
PART 1 the weakness of the revolutionaries.
: The revolt included the r1s1ng

bourgeoisie (Vlbn peasants, merchants)

who davted the free development of
cayitalism. Tor them, despite the
revolit's defeat, developments were
eventually to L--nc a vietory for
which they had not been strong enough
in 1381. 1In alliance with the
he

bourgecisie at this time were the
war onto the shou

+W
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In Brivain the rulers of the French houlders of the SRR I 143 3
ST el P s 2 e RN dispossessed labourers and urban poor,
italist §Jsdemvg”é Cer 0 _Qr?ct Lower ¢ classes c. a ppl; baA o;.y a disorganised and wretched class
r owi_:;ass{ nzsfoa;.c; _;CLenfe groats per head of the population. unable to impose its will on society.
U SRRV I, OLRoT.” Al 008 PaRT. LHE REVOLT AND ITS AFTERMATH Qut of this class was eventually to
f*:\jiﬁ *a:-: in school Villeinage was wost widespread in ;mergeithe working qlass, which wogld
i (s Zlike that Essex aY he the biggest have the numbers and st;ength to.stake
o is RS el S ARy towns =130 the vidlein its claim as a ruling class. Today
3£ "inferior" coun s been a towns. als e e ld 12118 = i~
N SRR e nnatal st ale and labou , often led by the working class can see that
pirmseet T s e N poor cl Ball), they under its leadership the wretched mass
e TN “O:;:;;;- Fha attack ors, burned cf sub- pru etarians (landless labtourers
?l'rfci'éii“? o i e recor , and destroyed etc) can be won to a struggle for
& A -"vﬁoir" i- A\ ; xS the T (he hed a communism. As for the peasants proper,
- N L2 mon 1y ing). As they the revolutionary policy must be to
S 5 = s v on st hated lords divide off the poor peasants from the
- v iuv3¢e x sl - o N M
s Do e ur "_;1334 as were leadership of the richer peasants whose
= = g i S cials. MThis "revolutionary" hopes are limited to
: e zelac it ysed ti u creating the conditions for extending

y
@®

the‘r own property.
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¢ peasants was a ee:aﬂ«s' revolt toox rlace at

+ted the Teudal a i‘-e (& decay of feudalism. To-

RS 2l at this time were day we 1 the period of the decay

% S al landlords of capit in the midst of economic
Toleno ere y them taxes). crigis catastrophes. Out

e C D Jeaders of the of the s of feudal decay

RSO ;;E = illeins, £ there pitalist system. Out
" +his se s, s0 in m of th tion of capitaglism
’ “h " re 1 w yletarian revolution
ed s ociety. This society
n en ause of John Ball and
this % s as horeless, bdbut
s and ng it as our cause.
e d a cf riumrh. e
; nst is
: = N
: an emers 03 T tti(k 904-81)
" and othe Their o ‘eaP e aeath
: vere ’
3 s ¢il movement",
Sy 25 B ek == born in Germany
sECLNE. 2 o e joined the
B : 2 ; artakustund,

o8 e 13 _chupolmon :nej ,ere ied gamann~aaxer German COmmunist Party (KPP)
o, b ST Who ToTd tHen formed in 1919. When the latter split
2ae ca-¢e . e in 1920 Ma++ick belonced +hose who
2L = in 1920 Mattick belonged to those who

Die form the KAPD after being
2 g the party for their
i work in the trades union
> . In the late 1920s
2 ated to the USA where he
journals Council
S ance nce and Living Marxism.
ion cised the tactics of
% pue ts, especially in relation
i © in Spain (14356-39).
E < e political work in 1941,
a nued to write for various
and to publish books and
2 - is death.
h main contribution to the
2 sry movement was undoubtedly
i a ry and development of the
S = WOoT the Marxist economrist Henryk
= 2 Gro on the theory of the
= B cap % crisis. A% a time of the
E AT gre boom in capitalist history,
: Qe Mat in his Marx and Keynes
e o (or published as articles in
V‘.A._. .AC.:‘Q. 3 CC ), - ~N ~ .-L
saz except - ’?2.52
reat ard =
Gavie basd ;v;?“fcjy“ profit, and that a new, more cata=-
Spulatisn 9 ) ; ;gasi;é strop? \:rzﬁ:s‘thgn tuet’of the ?Os
1z ue refuzees e - ¥ Sieve oo lay ahead. Mattick's work has made a
=3 ST, S : : S e 8 major contribution to the econonmic
4 ou S10e i < S aAltacug +honch+s of +h cwo
e now 100 these %o 3. velt shook 2 =R SIS
i11e Jaboursandithe - | socs + BRSSP arnaations . and xauulgg'g ual? yeakngbs waa‘also
E IA } began to develovn. | undoud speeded up t "’e;g"-’-‘e'ﬂ(‘e T 'E-CI‘;E which explains his abanagnT
in short supply, labourers cf capit sm as a new system of ment of politics in 1941. Inheriting
force up wages by forming rroduction. The reve ieil / S ne herman left an ovev-empnaS}s
B e R e eSO SR s SRR ¢ e s s on the spontaneity of the masses and
O e e S S e LS O O.1eutallsn a tendency to downgrade the role of
rcha Z power generated by cap development ERE Rt N ks grass ol
i % was not sireng e v ihe rere the party, Mattick eventually came %o
500 g NaSS iNSUrFectio o t{é gaaa oo deny the 1860_*uf a political party
acet & of forces had al nsiderably. altogether. It was i
5 o = apainat the Tast :u-c’-’be~ this view which hastened the demise
own + e feudal order, = S s of many elements of bhe_rgvo%utlonary
£im £ . N rarr. W, 20”21=n during the period of cQunter-
aed i =y Al L G UL"§S revolution from tbe ?Os to the 60s,
th S on A urrising cest myth that an: wn ch is continuing to hamper the
ch attempts sh history is ent". TLike evelopment c§ a clear centre of
wazes to thev nad anywaere e.se, the _of Britain atzract on. which can prefigure the
the Black Death.  Lord L8 SAmenieN” of Loron lazs future international communist party

YnGrease. tavenianAtoreed Juiu?gies oasgu cn % conomic today. In sa;uylng MauFlCﬁ_as‘a )

e To. Works B Pt ngs ;svg;opmen? of soczeft_v.~ It shows prqi§tar:an flgnter we do him justice,
‘hippings. The period before }ThgxgeAqtlatLCﬂ with tne‘ruizgg class not by glossing over his fatal errors,
ne of resistance, of flights =S suioldal. The class struggle must Put in subjecting them to Marx's

bottote 4o the tovns oot 33.;5ugnb §o the finish by the ruth- ruthless cr}t}c{sm of all things
s svark which det. off the & ~€3s use ol terror against the existing" which hgtﬁlck_hlmsel;
e attemrnt to shift the burd €xXploiters. claimed as his watchword. e




3 5 121 6 “wyr e o les - oy
victories for the working class short S wAgnBu {iov04;nLh;noth§‘
of an overthrow of the capitalist risoebt e ,e? e yaLs Sorooky
system and its state, these skirmishes Shgﬁe:rgg Oh ge,_an‘% selling of
prepare workers for the final battle. the Bous b\e & s‘f 02“ Exohange
The individual sense of frustration E_Qf‘fou.fg,‘a;§er “he Presidential
with the role of the unions and the e e Lo O STy Of ‘Mitberand cave
Left parties which is the outcome of b el that the Socialist
svaery =3 oni fie - b - A R J _7'- vy -ea-i--‘-;v' 13 anbl—v vl L:aJ.L..u Ve But
every signilicant struggle today the panic of a few small-time
prepares the way for collective A A o Lae -
rejection of these bodies tomorrow. v°p;fa"“°_}n Sasars does- not =
But at the same ,time oum:class r?gf???§t"°"e real "be"ebti ok French
enemies also learn new lessons#&from ;ié;gaiii Le “9:_;fg°"5
each struggle. 1In France after the fSaadaldamni g oo
steelworkers' struggl e,tne French ZﬂtffT‘f: T ol :ci‘
Q000 | capitalists, led by the Government i s e
of Giscard, realised that a frontal ftgrigii 9% :fizdﬂz &
attack on the working class only Giscapdre; S ecrumit
risked a violent reply from the adurts he o
workers. This was esp Stproide P abolished and
where the worke ere ve. bano >
strong and mili fncr?fscf
tried to bail o sty g
¥ tries such as st ’ ’ habdar oin
00 armaments, chemi ea d T e
year tries, with loan ts. Ot e s
las industries which are not so crucial g Ay
are to the national econom: nere i S =
‘1t ss has shown comp 1ittl 3
1 itancy recently ( 1 :
it es) were left to t
B 1ich means, for ex
tile region of th
THE RACISM OF THE FRENCH COMMUNIST
Racism has been a useful practice £ uliy
divert attentior from the barbariti Sy
Jews in 12th century York to the po uss
century a scapegoat has always been th
cppression 1o blame in times of cri is
raised racism to xrew znd horri C T
concentration cemps of i Germa
cetes of the "ma r e®" Theory ar
pitalisr uses racism it uses sexi
ical orrressioms to @ivide worker Ir
t racism of the Frenck state in Re
;e besn Eeégrtéé "rerzstris
mrigrart laws sre enthusias
gly active surrorter of the
- he end-of—3est-vear This Pa
of Vitry e
<9 Ol a Iiew - -
1iethod for encoura repatri
rugs campaign, ci the en
drug pusking! 1In they tr
Corneilles for d afficki
enc s been losing votes s t S 1y s
ant . during © regide ect W&S
t t otes by play on na t s ents
and g the economic crisis ign rs
real culprit). After ng o
e union, the CGT, the ' Ta
"German trusts" ism
ration ccantrol as,
n of the natio led
Price 40p pos dress.
- . r ntset b 8 Sy Rrance *iTe t0:
are on snoriv-time o2 - nwa Wl In rraice, wWIive 103
ttempt to aquell /o C.L.E.S.
las litancy using Stas 2% bis rue de
red the eff of the 5 ie
d g vally ph in PRANCE
RS yment 1ich led Frenct
Loy 2 class to abandon card 1
Tl 3 esidential elections. S economic L AX.
R i policies of free trade badly hit the st
e ‘ "petit bourgeoisie" - the farmers, B dine y
ot conn 2 fishermen, shopkeepers and small ;:‘75;';
E}; < 7 producers. It was to these grou i R
Eraaies that the programme of state subs Rt
"G o s of Mitterand end the Socialist Part =
A deliberately appealed. In reply %o S 4
o Giscard's challenges about socialist = i
& economic plans, Mitterand outlined e -~
il Mis view of a "socialism" which
S protects T small businessman:
steel "It is left which nationalises
The in order to defend the interests
in Pran tio of the small investors ... Bureau- cwo PO Box
what co ECT cratism is what you do." 4 ’
action nce Times 18t%th May) .
suc we 283 quenCe Dﬂve,
den or With the working class "behaving
and al itself", with the Communi +s becoming Glosgow Glz
by workers daily discredited and therefore un-
den rty mayor likely to play any important part in
as and refused to let him Mitterand's government, the idea of
spe these positive signs a Socialist president, after 23 years e
did all-out rejection of of Right-wing rule, held no terrors 23576
the 11 the st orkers for the French bourgeoisie. g
hav ith sense What the capitalist class hopes is ff;:?
fru that the Socialist Party will be able N
re can to persuade the workers to pvay for the




their trust in this new organ- The union orficials have

Continued jgation, the mass organs created guickly become cut off from the
from during the struggle - strike mass of the working class. For
CABAL Bans committees linked up into inter- example, in Gdansk the town council
i pag i i offered the to the

Tactory committees - disappeared. 'Hotel Monopol!

interest which motivates Western As Solidarity gained control over union for its local offices. The
-overnments. They don't want Poland the struggle strikes were kept union duly took over the building,
to repudiate its debts since it would separate (and therefore less putting 300 hotel workers out of a
233 to the crisis of the Western effective) from each other in time Job in the process. Walesa's
sconomies. At the same time they and place. As early as last autumn "common sense" solution to this
sant to show how strong the "free Walesa had joined the Government uroblem‘wag that the town council
world" is compared tO "communism!". and the Catholic Church in # should find these people work.
Tet ii cue long run all the appealing to striking workers to The union has not been able to get
‘forts to bail 0“ Poland make the return to work "in the nationr's away with these anti-working class
onomic crisis worse and only put interest". Although the less activities without provoking some

the final day of reckoning. perceptive "hardliners" in the resistance. For example, in the

example, Poland has agreed to Russian Politburo and the Polish shipyard at Gdansk workers have
-o“ its food imports from the Communist Party (PCP) may not demanded the removal of the
"bilateral credits®. 1In recognise it, the Polish ruling Solidarity representative, Anna
words, by exporting indus- class has found a valuable weapon wWalentynowicz, for failing to
ri products to the West in which it can use inside the working represent their views. Last
ret for the food. This is at a class to defend its interests. An summer Walentynowicz was one of the
time when Poland has no industrial organisation which the working militant leaders of the strike
ducts to export since production class believes is genuinely movement there.
ocpred dramatically - on representing it is much more useful he reason for these develop-
e 10% in the first quarter of for getting workers to accept ments is not merely because the
ear. In vital industries the greater exploitation and cuts in union has become bureaucratised or
s much greater. Cement nrod- living s tandards than any tactic because individual Solidarity
has declined by 25%, agri- of carrot or stick openW) applied leaders are cynical traitors to
ral machinery by 15% and prod by the State. And because their class. All Trade unions, no
of coal and copper, which Solidarity is trying to reconcile matter how militant their origins,
y Suppl raterials for the irreconcilable - the interests are forced to act against the
T also valuable of the capitalist class with those working class because in order to
t dropped by 20%. of the working class - it is forced exist permanently they have to take
ern and Western to try and curb the class struggle; up the defence of the national
for an to oppose strikes where this is economy Solidar:ty now supports
wetion, an increase rossible and when this is nos an _nv*ease in food prices because
ht about by possible, to propose token like unions everywhere, it is a
in the storpages to avoid effective mass nationalist aTlOP which is
working strikes. 1In short, Solidarity's trying to seolv 'OliSh capitalism's
role, like trade unions everywhere, jupadvl lish workers! cauase
L R is to act in the interests of the -an d by a more militant
_.. THE SITUATION OF capitalist state and it is no rers rity. Rea1 working
I'HE POLISE WORKING CLASS ccident that Lech Walesa 1s now clas can only be found by
i ) ) seen by the Western press as a ignoring the ing traie union
Bate yhe an ests of ish "moderate" and a "realist". apparat ng ocedures and returning
cap. o Gemand Thus, when Solidari y members to % ruggle of last
rebay 1ts debt in Bydgoszcz were beaten up by year onthtees of revocable
sroauevivity and police sparked off the threat of a dele and controlled by
O3 LS In order IO full-scale general strike last the
@ia earn . 1 Ilarch, Walesa manaveq uO use a 4 loyalty to 2Polish
: 2 fno ' E kers to stase h now won it the
C le 3200 o Ccommunist Par.iy cw»

- ing neaoz Tions 'Pﬂ§?GMVaee{ng the advantages of "free"
with the Government and Iinglly uni

- trade ons for controlling the clas
] called the whole thing off after struggle, the Polish ruling class has
iz -gmllﬂar-sounulng promises that moved on to see thes advantages of a
¥ the officials wauli be "democratic" Communist Party to do the
d aft quiry same. Since last year 200,000 Polish
371 e -nte*est~ o; "-oland" at CP members have left or been expelled
Walesa said the agreement to from the 2% million strong party, 1
3 G f the strike was "the best million of whose members are also
¥ n e for the country at the members of Solidar 194. But the move-
tser, Tlour (2 ment of the Polish CP towards Solid-
] ains (4 Since then Solidarity has gone arity nas bdbrought with it the danger
nd rice on to co-operate with the Govern- (from its point of view) that the
The in ment in imposing a three month ban worxers will clearly see just which
ng wee on strikes and has incorporated side Solidarity is on. Already,
s offs private farmers into its ranks worxers angry at the postponement of
tedium (Rural Solidarity). With the form- . st strike have burned down the
ez and tion of Rural Solidarity no zZeZ police station in retal-
of s . further proof is needed of whose at State repression.
vas 13 the interests the "free" trade union rity's "token" general strike
rel e P v really represents Solidarity has done nothing to prepare the
Las ot p ises rose on the back of a working class g class for a real struggle and
in supp hich mqvement geterm_uej to oppose price ion helped to make the workers.
on rom some of the rises in basic food products. Tess eless, uncrganised against
f > erisis. than g year later (May 1ith, 1981) attacks by tne State porice.
S preven- the union had Joined the Govern- Moscow! oint of view, even
s from ment in demanding higher prices for thy ts of r strikes onl
318 as hard milx, meat and bread! This is confirm ¥ itburo view that
ut now, exactly what successive Polish Solidarit: rce for "gcounter-
ample Governments have been trying to do revolution! w 1 ought to de
the rest for the last ten years and which crushed Sol i ;'s policy of
and last workers have opposed fiercely at vazktra £ voiding confront-
s" are the cost of 300 dead and even more ation disarms thes class =nd doesn't
the imprisoned. Now Solidarity is to get rid state repression or "the
X, erisis. do the work of the capitalist state Rugsian nger”.
i than the and is persua::ng the workers to
(perience o workKing accept these ztiacks. In June THE RUSSIAN THREAT
lass to show that in the 20th Walesa, sounding like any other
ntury it is__mnoa31ble for union hack, expliained that without if Solidarity is under pres ssure from
S ©To achieve real reforms. wage restraint the Polish economy the workers then the reforming Polish
'SOTLIDARITY' AND might collapse: Communist Party Leaders are unccr.
THE NATIONAI INTEREST "We have recommended to all the ;ve"’éo”$ pressure from Moscow. gne
_ branches of Solidarity not to scaxt tolerance of the Politburo for
At the height of the mass strikes- make new claims for wage a reform Lﬁt‘”o'em?nu within a "fellow i
last year the demand for Govern- increases without the agreement SO : Sénﬁ“f naslbegn accompanie
ment recognition of the newly- of the union leadersaip - and A hoorth of eredf,ﬁigguén ig%ulsegr
Lormud. htrae" trade union not to undertake new strikes." the i;st fon monthe O“VSOV no;evir
gsgfzdazjlty) came to the fore. The Despite this, Solidarity's origins the Polish Party has ‘aeen’glven lee-
i?;iiunmork%pg‘classrfn?w iiom and the opposition to the union way to put its own house in order.
:%E;éégngic gfheffagéﬁf:gnéégicn from Communist Party "hardliners" The reason for this is that the
;a;ﬁ hie- StatoRdcin 1°;d o blgod- inside Poland and from the rest of Pollsh'evepts nave occurred in differ-
“Fad They 8¢ Thn Solidarity a the Governments in the Eastern ent objective circumstances to the
B ey ¥ i"' S ey bloc,_mean that it is still . Hungarian uprising of 1956 or the
f“?:ezdi’ HOR PO i o tfay ° relatively easy for it to maintain "Prague Sn*ing" of Czechoslovakia in
i?;“ § grmii an or Pa?l:?e*sgrkers a reputation of independence from 1968. In the 1980s the Russian ruling
;;:g'ehouqd ;iaggsipofor ot the Stgte even ;hough ithis riglly class ?s wel} aware of ?he 1mmens§
hich g ; »
real interests. As the masses put gf:::?lng on behalf of the ruling economic burden and military strain




Warsaw Pact occupation of Poland
would place on Russian imperiaglism.
Like everywhere else, Russig is feel-
ing the effects of the world -economic
crigis and is in no position to buy
off local opposition by any substan-
tigl increzases in economic aid as
happened in Hungary after 1956.
(The USSR is already giving Poland
large supplies of raw materigls such
as oil and gas for nothing in return.)
The option of financing an economic
uvpturn with loans from the West (as
happened in Czechoslovakia after 1968)
has already been tried and failed.
Moreover, the period of East-West
"jetente” has resulted in much closer
economic links between the two imper-
ialist blocs than in 1956 or 1968.
Russia itself has greater trade links
with the West than ever before and g
Western trade embargo in the event of
a Warsaw Pact occupation of Poland
would seriously weaken Russia
economically.

A military clampdown in Poland
would not just be a 3imple matter of
moving in to purge the Communist Party
of reformists and replacing the leader-
ship with a pro-Moscow faction.
Unlike in Czechoslovakia in 19568,the
reformist movement in the Polish
Communist Party has developed from a
mass movement outside the Party
(Russia is having problems sven
finding a pro-Moscow faction to back.)
A massive deployment of troops in
every major town in Poland would be
necessary to crush this movement.
This is at a time when Russia is
committed to a war in Afghanistan.
Moreover, in July 1980 Russia had
ione nothing to prepare its own pop-
ulation for an invasion of a country
that is one of its most important
allies. It would have been difficult
for the Russian Government to send
troops to put 40a“ stx s in Poland
at a time of strikes o i
workers in Togliatiigr
Russian Lithuania.

Against all Shis,

the
fact remains that Russian 1mner1allsn
cannot tolerate any military

however

4

weakening of it Poland
key strateglc element in Russian
im 13 eferree—gystem (which
-o“’t called the Warsaw Pact for
nothing!) The emergence of a Polish
Central Committee not firmly under
Moscow's control would be a sign of
the feebleness of Russian fmne"iall m,
there is no doubt that

Russia can get tanks to

Warsaw at a moment's notice. HMonith-
long military manoeuvres on Polish
territory have seen to that. What's
more the working class in Russia,
East Germany and Czechoslovakia have
been bombarded with propaganda about

the "counter-revolutionary" threat
from Solidarity in Polgnd. And,

ominously, the class sfruggle inside
Russia also appears to have lulled.
Meanwhile, Moscow!'s volitical manoeu-—
vres inside Poland to oust the reform-
ists in the Communist Par (setting
up of the Katowice stooge opposition
Forum and attempts at a coup to get
rvid of Kania from the Central
Committee) have been tried and failed.
While Kania desperzstely tries to
stave off grass roots!'! pressure for
reforms by publicising Moscow's letter
of June Tth, with its clear threat
that "socialist Poland ... will nos
be abandoned by us", the Russian
Politburo has nabl*shed the same
letter to explain to its own working
class why military intervention is
necessary. If Xania keeps to his
decision to allow free elections for
the 9th Party Congress in July then
the reformists w111 triumph. It was
the victory of reformists within the
ruling Party which triggered the
invasions of Hungary in 1956 and
Czechoslovakia in 1968. Thus, the
question that will be asked at the
Warsaw Pact Summit in Bulgaria in
mid-June will not be "Shall
invade?" but, "When do we invade?".

REVOLUTION:
THE ONLY CHOICE FOR THE
WORKING CLASS

The Polish working class has lived
under the shadow of Russian invasion
for almost 12 months. That shadow
has grown darker recently, whilst
Seligapity has seen to it that the

_capitalism

class'!

capacity to fight is weaker.
The highpoint of last
year's strikes in Poland was not
the official recognition of
Solidarity but the willingness of
the Po--sn workers to strike in
sympathy with each other; the mass
involvement of workers through the
formation of strike committees and
the beginnings of a higher %rm of
lass organisation to kene”al sl

'cke struggle with the

appearance of the inter-factory
strike committee in the Gdansk
area. This mgss movement was a
direct threat to the State and
contained within it the possibility
of g more serious challenge to
capitalist authority Facbo”y
uomrlttees, linked up di surL_u
district to form workers “OuH01LS
(= ov1ets) of recallable a=lepdues,
are the basic organs of workers!
seli-go rernment., Practically it
would have been only a short step
for the Polish workers' movement of
last year to have extended its
strike committees and transformed
t“em into the mass organs neceSSEr/
for a revolutionary workers' state.

'1"
=

The Polish state was in no position to
resis its Communist Party was

divid nd its army mainly unreliable
consc t8. It is true that had the
Polis rkers carried out their

strug along these lines, then it
would ve provoked immediate Warsaw
Pact sion, BUT this would have

noe b on terms of Russian
imperialism's choosing. With class
strugs at a higher 'cve7 in

Easte urope, Jlth t;e possvo-;_ur
of in iatio

worke the ba

been

work

stri

Wou

WO e svent

B not reasy

ohysicaily crenared for
utionary assault on the cgpitaliiss
state. In fact, it is the "blooad
rath" argument of a possible Soviet
invasion which strengthens

Solidarity's calls for class calm
today.

Marxists are not futurologists
but there are not 101 solutions to
the Polish crisis. The Polish
iorkers have only 2 choices. They
can accept Solidarity's and the
Government'!s calls for calm and
belt tightening in which case they
must accept the most drastic
austerity for the rest of capitalism's
existence. By the Time Polisnh
Capitalism has completed a wvicious
exploitation o9f its workers in an
sttempt to pay off iis iebts,
capitalism will have zlready broush
us to the brink of war This fate

awaits the entire HO”lG wovxlng class
if it sits back and waits for

to solve its own crisis.
Its solution is our destruction.

The only other alternative facing
Polish workers is to take up arms,
resurrect the class organisations they
created last summer (mass strike
yOmm‘t3°€a), and expand them into

workers! councils. The rotten fabric
of the Polish State would collapse
overnight as the Russians have pre-
dicted and the Polish workers would
be facing the full mvgh° of the Warsaw
Paet military. 1In this situation they
can onily rely on the international
solidarity of the Eastern European
workers both in and out of uniform to
paralyse Russian imperialism. Given
the facts that the class enenmy bao
had 12 months $o prepare to crush
the class, and that the Polish
workers have not yet created a revol-
utionary leadership aware of the
issues at stake, the chances of
victory appear very siim.

These chances will be even slimmer
if the workers wait for & Russian in-
vasion, since an uprising then will
certalnly be dominated by nationalism
| (as in Hungary 25 years ago). Even

'l

Continued from
Qack page

Lee's &L.SE.

For example, they praise 'critically!
("So far, so good") the local AUEW

bureaucrat who is involved in the
LSE occupation to save the union's
skin. ("Full-time AUEW organiser
that if the workior gave
the union would be amanhec
As we said in Workers Voice
unions, ;
"Far from defending the working
class, they merely wish to
retain their position as the
auctioneers of workers' labour
power. Worried that capitalism
might learn to do without them,
they demand '"worksharing'" and
"voluntary redundancies" instead
of compulsory sackings, in their
desperation to keep alive the
myth of reformism that they live
bw'r * n
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We ne=d ¢ grouus in the
factories "Oing-a@es t0 combd
divisive D« ies of tqe 4n13p

fight fer c .

0’11.0' with

3

isation can % 4
vermanentiy =tr C
strong internatiosngl
will the 1 vatile
revolution e WO,
taskx. Join with us.

[2]

PUBLICATIONS of the CWO.

Voice appears guarterly a3

worxers!?
present, The Communist Workers?'
Organ;sation also publishes an anrnuzail
theoreticzl journal, Revolutionary

| Ferspectives. For an annual
Subseription to zll our English
ianguage publications, send £1.50 %o
$heé sroup aacress. Y
(“oreign subscribers send £2.50
eguivalent to cover the cost of
postage and bank charges.) Chegues
2nd money orders should be made
payable ONLY to the Communist
ﬁorkers' Organisation.

.

now the most likely outcome of an
armed uprising is that the national-
ists will domimate it but if tke
workers begin the struggie on their
own ground of fighting austerity and
the Polish state their remsins some
~hope for z positive outcome.

Lo call Tor revolution today 1s
not simple-minded adventurism. Either
the Polish worzers earry on the class
struggle and confront the class enemy,
in which case they will raise the
example for the rest of the working
to fo1low, or they will be crushed.
There is no third road.

-
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OCCUPYING
THE ROAD TO
DEFEAT
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companies. (Lee Jeans is
e U.S. Vanity Pair Co.
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"save" their jobs. ISE bosses were
confident that once the subsidy
ended the workers would be in no
position to resist and would meekly
accept the necessity of closure and
compulsory redundancies.

In fact this did not happen and
the workers at LSE, as at Lee Jeans
beforehand, chose to put up a fight
to save their livelihoods. Mass
unemployment has put paid to the
idea of accepting redunﬁancq pay
and "having a rest" before looking
for another job. The positive
aspect of all the recent occupations
ig that they are a sign that workers
Britain are beginning, to realise
is NO ALTERNATIVE but go fight.

In Greenock, for example, the
official unemployment rate is 20%.
The vast majority of the Lee Jeans
250-strong workforce are women whose
average age is just over 20, and
any redundancy pay they would be

in

Tnere

entitled to would not amount to
nuch; many of these women are now

the only breadwinners in households

/here husbands, fathers and brothers
are laid off.

However, the tactic of occupying
the factory and trying to prove that
it is s$ill a viable operation is a
recipe for defeat.(Especially when
more and more factories really
aren't "viagble" for the bosses.)
From the outset both these struggles
have been dominated by the idea that
some sort of solution can be wrung
from the bosses which is acceptable
to them and yet a victory for the
workforce. This is simply imposs-
ible. You can't defeat the bosses
by accepting their arguments and
logic, but this is exactly what
all trade unions do.

"OPEN THE BOOKS" =
OPEN THE DOOR TO DEFEAT

=

I SLe  uhionSyeand

of ‘those 'supporting' the occupations,
is that the struggle can be won by
persusadiz ' nel to be "goog"
bosses, another boss
who will e nine
National lors and
Garment Workers (NUTGW) at ILee

Jeans is demanding access to

company books in order to prove that
the factory really is profitable

and the boss are stupid to close.
The shop stewards! convenor saigd

"if an independent accountant
accepts the company case, we will
call everything off",

At ISE the AUEW commissioned s
study from the loeal polytechnic
which concluded that:

"The unions accepted short

time working as preferable to

redundancies, and if the
factory stays open, the;

Evéfy country in the wor.ltd today is capitalist - includin

the so-called Communist states (for example Russia and China).

. * Trade unions and shop stewards are the wage brokers for the
capitalist system and cannot defend the interests of the working

8 class.

- B

s delegates.

* The
of its

* The
It can
.reformed.

BARBARISM o

own political party - the

r COMMUNISM!

working class can only come to power through the creation

capitalist system is in crisis and irretrievable decline.
only offer inflation and unemployment ang it cannot be
The only choice for the future is war or revolution:

The struggle for communism cannot be waged through Parliament,
but must be carried out through workers'

councils with recallable

international communist party.

printed by TYNESIDE FREE PRESS WORKSHOP Ltd.

accept that if orders do not
increase, ‘then they will have
to negotiate redundancies®

If the engineering workers of ISE

or the women at Greenock accept the
need to make their factory profit-

able, then they will have to accept
redundancies, speed-ups, wage cuts
and possibly no-strike agreements,
the usual price paid in deals
between employers and unions for
staying in business. BEven before
the closure was announced the women
at Lee Jeans were brutally ex-
ploited. Their basic wage was
under £50 a week and productivity
50% over target. So what would a
really "efficient" factory mean?
Both occupations have been able
to keep going as a result of finan-
cial support from trade unions and

the "labour movement". The Scottish
TUC has expressed its "total commit-

ment to get the closure (at ILee

Jeans) withdrawn and a return %o

work" while the workers have been
treated %o a visit from Michael Foot
and pro

Mick

all £ itit

image of the TUC and the TLabour
Party but it does nothing to break
the isolation of these two groups

of workers who remain locked

inside the factories.

Yet break their isolation they
must, if workers are going to match
their willingness to fight with
more than token action. TIt's use=
less relying on the trade unions to
do this. The trade unions! role is
to sabotage as far as possible all
attempts to extend the
class struggle F in a

ing fact ancy
rious extend
LS sympathy
Same

ne occupations taking plade at
€ same time. (Lee Jeans and ISE
e the only ones in Britain
\

ot ¥

o)
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encourage the work to spend

most of their time wLnning‘uhe
"backing" of "fellow trade unions".
But union resolutions and coins in
the collection box are not enough.
The unions and their leftist
hangers-on make prolonging the
occupavion gn end in itself, ©This
is a tactic which can only lead

t0 exhaustion and demoraglisation.
What is needed is mass solidarity
ction which means taking the
struggle beyond the boundaries of
poth factory and trade union.

THE LEFTISTS - FALSE FRIENDS

The various Stalinist and Trotskyist
political organisations are in general

content to tail-end any workers!
struggle uncritically. For most of
these organisations the sacking of
workers at Gardner's was hailed
2 triumph. It's not surprising,
r that the workers at Lee
LSE are also finding then-
e subject of much leftist

t the moment. Despite the

S experience the SWP is as
as ever and at the beginning of
€ Socialist Worker had nothing to
add to an LSE shop stewards' view
that all they needed was "financial
bhelp to win".

A more intelligent, but no less
dangerous view was expressed in the
pages of The Next Step. This paper
correctly says that the Gardner's
occupation ended in defeat.

The best The Next Step can do is
criticise some actions of the union
bureaucrats but their logic pushes
them ever back to the union swamp.
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Continued on page 9
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