The prisaners in the H-Blocks and Armagh
have played there last card. Their tactic of
the hunger strike alone, will not get them
political status but should act a5 a catalyst
for action in support of the prisoners out-

side the prison..  Certainly the threat of
coffins emerging from the H-Blocks and
Armagh has imposed a heavy strain on
people, especially on those who have done
all they can to support the blanket men

so far and who now feel they have to make
further sacrifices.

Clued-in.

People in anti-unionist areas are well in-
formed about the prisoners struggle and
are given quite a different story from that
of the British government. Leaflets, post-
ers and street meetings are regular occur-~
ances calling on peoples support. The Irish
News, read mainly by anti-unionists is filled
with advertisments every day in support of
the prisoners demands. The letters column
print the letters advocating the reasons for
support, People don’t see this simply in
terms of an extension of the prove milit-
ary campaign but view it in a wider can-
text, a show of strength against the forces
of repression and reaction that have kept
them knuckled under for the last 50 years.

“Just another Papish Plot”
Unfortunately, once again, the protestan-
ts are largely kept in ignorance and lies,
and are unaware of other issues involved,
They are fed unionist and British inform-
ation from the pro-government B.B.C,
U.T.V. and the Belfast Telegraph, whose
letter columns never print anything in
support of the prison struggle. In this sec-
tarian state, where housing, employment
and recreational facilties are divided acc-
qording to your religion, it is very difficu-
It to try to communicate another point
of view to protestants. However, every
attempt should be made to engage in deb-
ate. This may sound naive, but there has
always been an abysmal failure on the
part of the left ta win over any support
from the protestant working class.
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It is no wonder
that they hold such distorted and react-
ionary views on what is happening, when
they supposedly get the official Catholic
view from such reactionaries as the the
catholic church and the 5.0.L.P. politici-
ans, not to mention the sectarian shit
from their own politicians. They ro doubt
interpret this upsurge as another attack on
their state, a state which they are gradua-
Ily realising does not operate in their intr-
ests.

VOTEWITH YOUR FEET

The action of the prisoners in declaring a
hunger strike has escalated political activ-
ity. Thousands of people have marched,
demonstrated, and picketed and occupied
public buildings all in support of the pris-
oners demands, Surely when there is a
mass of people calling for reform the Brit-
ish government should listen? After all
that's the democratic system at work. Or
so we are led to believe. This democtatic
state is exposed for what it really is, just

a pretence.

BRITISH THE LOSERS

Whatever the outcome of the strike the
British government lose either way. If they
do give into the demands of the hunger
strikers this will increase confidence in
overthrowing the sectarian state.

And if they let the prisoners die there will
be, almost certainly, an upsurge in street
violence, not as will make out engineered
by a few terrorists but by frustrated peop-
le who had peacefullv tried and failed and
who now turn their anger to violence. And
when this s suppressed by massive British
Army repression, people will not easily
forget events. Mayhe the forces of the
RUC, UDR ete. will contain in the future
the provisional IRA at an ‘acceptable”
level of violence but it will always take the
the thousands of troops to keep down the
insugent population who reject the state,
The British Army will never be able to
laave Ireland in & way they would like to.
New forms of struggle and more effort we
hope will avoid any prisoner dying.

STOP PRESS
It is now inevitable that 3 or 4 women
from Armagh Gaol will also start a hun-
ger strike. Names are not being released
until the relatives are first informed.
More hunger strike news inside.

OU T Canrrol .
c'hugd'\@s He A.na\:huﬂs me nprasa
this sece! wal ' lad

(.L&\-im M SE. -
?fgé& comes oot Eveﬁ:
‘oniR Hons, cRikiusms ek

- of the's bs beasses, ahu

.Sduu!ng

‘p- eeke dnd. Qe u:e]mms

d
Half thc American populauan dudn t both
er to vote in the recent Presidential elect-
ions. Even under enormous pressure of the
millions spent on the campaign to do so.
( Even the media coverage here really made
you think you were missing something
UGH!) And only 25% of the registered
voters voted for the ex-B-movie actor
Reagan. People have always seen through
and rejected this sham “democracy” The
American and British states representative
democracy represents nobody apart from
the state and private enterprise in exploit=
ing the many for the few.

No political party is worth putting into
power,no matter how radical they appear,
Once they're in power their only aim is to
keep that power over us and to eliminate
and repress any opposition to it. Political
parties have never been the “voice™ or the
“vanguard” of the working class. The
people have always made demands beyond
what the most revolutionary  parties can
give. We will not overthrow one tyrannic-
al state to replace it with another and wait
for the “withering away of that state”
Anarchists do not see themselves seizing
power on the behalf of the workers but act
as a catalyst when people unite and over-
throw this rotten sectarian state and urge
people to take direct control of their own
work places and conuonunities. A demos
cracy where everyone can control their

own life without controlling others.

The ium prospecting panies in

I inue their propagand
aFfenswe with their expensive public-
relations firm churning out new ideas
nearly every week. During the Donegal
by-election the mining companies sent
large sums of money to all the major
parties. Things are a bit too touchy in
Donegal at the moment, so the political
machines all made a fuss about refusing.
Next, the mining multi-nationals are eager
to finance cable television for the local
farmers in the mining areas around Letter-
macaward. Their ‘generous offer’ has been
refused here too.
They're getting the cold shoulder every-
where--except from the local shareholders.




It wouldn't be surprising if Gerry Fitt had a cushy job lined
up somewhere. His ‘regret at having supported the earlicr
campaign for political status’ might just spell the end of his
parliamentary career. On the other hand he might be confid-
ent of the Tory government’s ability to repress the present
<ampaign and hopes to be able to pick up some pieces under
the bannerof a new Labour party,

He and Hume, who complained anout intimidation after his
offices were occupied, have given the press many a headline
and column in its campaign of distortion and denigration.
POLITICANS AND THE CHURCHES

As for the SDLP they are politicians who wheel and deal in
order to get power. That is the nature of politicans and all
who aspire to govern, The Catholic Church has its own com-
mand structure and flock of ‘governed’,

Much pressure is being put in these 2 bodies to speak out
and to “intervene’. While it is vital to rally support and try
all sorts of tactics these ‘managers’ of people first need to
maintain and increase their sphere of power, or influence if
the power hasn’t yet come their way

Because of the lobbying many of them have spoken out.
Some of them genuinely believe that they are acting in the
interests of the ‘flock” or ‘constituency’, and some do speak
from a humanitarian motivation.

But they can rarely help those who seek to challenge injust
ice and repression. Politicians and Priests are *managers’. If
out of favour with the state they will woo those repressed.
But their professions are authoritarian. Without power or the
promise of it they wither.

If they were to speak out, they would do so to get credibil-
ity. If they were to intervene they would make deals with
those whose power they envied. When internment was ended
the more sinister and effective repressive legislation, the EPA
was introduced.

I don’t think the hunger-strikers would thank us if the pol-
iticians and church arranged a deal which, say, gave political
status, but which also was on a par with Special Category ‘A’
in England, as Tim Pat Coogan propos=d.

If the government gives in it will be because the protests
have escalated and leave it no choice. If the government mak
makes a deal, it willdo so withsuch as the SDLP, and as
with the ending of internment it won’t be the SDLP who
suffer from the Rent and Rates Act and the EPA.

HUNGER STRIKE

Because of their political sympathies and their positions as
capitalist enterprises the Belfast Telegraph and Newsletter,
and Ulster Television have begun and continued their cover-
age of the hunger-strike and protests in an unashamedly bias-
ed way. BBC are owned by the government, and Downtown
Radio, while giving out a little more information than the
rest are opportunist as all good capitalists should be, The
Irisli News comes under pressure to give the most favourable
coverage as it is mainly geared towards the minority (being a
staunch supporter of the Catholic Church and SDLP). But
as the weeks go on a careful counter to the strikers case is
appearing more.

Firstly the Unionist media. They tend to work on two levels.
On the one hand they destort and decieve, This comes natur-
ally from much experience in denouncing the blanket prot-
est. The strikers are ‘murderers, criminals, and their condit-
ion is self-inflicted”. On the day the strike was announced the
Tele carried the Diplock court judge’s comments and recom-
mendations on the seven strikers when they were convicted
in the juryless court.

The BBC, after two reasonable documentaries (one national
and one local) gave us a *debate’ — with 5 unionists, the BBC
controller, and the editor of the Tele.

On the other hand they play things down. UTV are the best
example. Despite an initial Counterpoint programme which
tried to compensate for an earlier whitewash of H-Block con-
ditions, they have consistently given scant coverage to the
protests.

Downtown, the north's latest media concern, has no obvious
‘political’ allegiance other than to money. They do cover
protests, but in order to keep walking the profitable tight-
rope, they present them as ‘incidents’, with no context or
background information.

The Irish News made a lot of money from adverts from supp:
ort groups. They do cover the protests and statements from
campaigners, but recently they have welcomed the opport-
unity of giving much coverage to the anti-strikers view of
Gerry Fitt, John Hume and the Alliance Party.
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T0 ANARCHI[5T9
IN |RELAND-

FROM A LONG KESH PRISONER.

From the littie knowledge | have of the collect-
ives and individuals who claim the label,
anarchist, in Ireland there is much which needs
eriticism, this from a position of salidarity and
an objective analysis of the conditions of this
situation in this part of the world. | intend to
show where the anarchists are failing, they are
sware of their successes.

Firstly, there are the differant collectives, the
Anarchist Waorkers Alliance, the Belfast Anarch-
izt Collective and the Anarchist Bookshop Coll-
ective in Dublin, There are alse some anarchists
who remain aloof not enly from collectives but
aven the reality in which we are farced to exist.
Is not the basis of anarchy, association through
mutual association? If so why can these
collectives not come together in an alliance or
federation of anarchists? Embracing at the same
time the individuals and other smaller groups
of anarchists in ireland. Are they so totally
idealistic that there is no commen ground, ne
mutual interests? For so long as the politics of
the parties and their fixation on power is
allowed to dominate the scene of organised
people attempting to bring about change then
anarchy will be an abstraction of little consequ-
ence to the daily lives of the people and after
all who is this about, the anarchists or the peap-
le? The same guestion that is put by anarchists
m the political parties | now put to you. The
only way to negate the power politics is 1o
organise against it. This can only be achieved

if the collectives and individuals come together
and federate not only on a small area but also
on the international scale of the type that was
in existence at the time of the Spanish Civil War.

It must go further than this of eourse because
the mistzkes made by others must be examples
to us of what not to do. What it means is gaing
into the eontroversies that are created in this
situation and putting forward the anarchist
altgrnative as a real manifestation of people’s
Power in cpposition to party power. |t does

not mean that we remain aloof from the
struggles of the peaple we must get involved,
To put into action 2 new programme of progress
it is necessary for & new perspeetive, it is time
for a new analysis, based on the history and
exparitnce of the left alternative and central to
the oppression of this patriarchal world is the
exploitation of women. This is not an issue of
marginal importance it is crucial to the develop-
mant of an alternative to party control, of any
authoritarian taint or composition, |t means the
building of an alternative based on the crux of
oppression and feminism provides the most
concise and substantially carrect analysis of the
patriachy to date. Women must be recognied as
the foremost thinkers and innovators of

capital; the police and army have the right to

use arms to protect the state, we must fight for

the right to bear arms to defend ourselves, this
can only be done by arming without permits.

Anything that they legislate is an usurpation of
the power of the peoplejthe token of resistance
is worthy but not enoughjthe people must see
the reprassion of the state, it will not be appar-
entif its true nature is always hidden.

By seeking to set up collectives and EXpropriat-
ing tha means , we are offering a real alternative.
Women who are now asserting themselves shou-
Id be engaged in the actuality of resistance to
the power of the male, take up new ways, the
only way for people 1o see new possibilities is
through example and at the mement the only
example of the anarchist movement is cloaked
in myth and factionalised— a good example

of what to avoid. It is 1980, the arguments of
the last century have no real meaning, Actions
are what are required. Can the anarchist and
feminist mavement provide them?

e ¥ ple and p v
must come to terms with the fact that the way
forward is in giving solidarity to the feminists
whose nature precludes a corruption of PoWEr
and whose interests in the main are the interests
of all. They are the base, the base of all explo-
itation, namic, and Y, y—
totally, rests on the domination of the male and
the subservience of the female, not only in our
society but also the eastern social orders,
We must seek to set up the altermative society
by acting in opposition 1o the state of things,
taking over run down properties and urging
workers to take control of their factories, and
the large ranches owned at present by capitalist
interests. Real opposition 1o the state can only
be based on the right of the people to self def-
enceyat the moment it is illegal for those
without a permit to bear arms, and these parmits
are restricted to these who present no threat to

fAULNE. MPLALGHUN -

Pauline Mc Laughlin, 23 from Derry City,
whose weight has halved to 4% st, has re-
turned to Armagh jail after a spell in Mus-
grave Hospital. She is critically ill and still

OEAMUS MULLAN -

Seamus Mullan,25, from Co. Derry is now
over 60 days on hunger strike. He has been
moved to Musgrave Military Hospital and

he may not last longer than a week. He
says his blackmail ‘conviction” was a frame
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- up and wants the family who testified
against him to admit they perjured.
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In recent weeks there have been more and
more youth groups present on the pickets
and marches in support of the hunger
strikers in H Blocks.

Over the past few weeks the youth have
taken a more and more important part
in activities. They have done postering,
leafleting, manning the cells and much
more.

Among these activities is the circulation
of petitions around schools. And even
some walk outs have been staged. But
this activity has been heavily attacked by
the authorities, who say that this political
movement in schools will not be tolerated
and that schools are not the place for

the “transaction of political business™ -

To say this is absolute hypocrisy when
every day young people are conditioned
to accept authority which is the

basis on which our political and econc-
mic systems exist.

At the minute the youth groups still
maintain a hierarchial system of organis-
ation and the youth still do specifically/
typically youth activities like sponsored
walks and the like.

5o there is still a lot of ground to be
covered. The youth will have to take the
situation and their own groups into their
own hands and not be misled by a few
dominating adults who want to run the
show. Activity within the schools is of
the utmost importance. The youth group
should work towards this and try and
co-ordinate a city wide walk out in the
various schools.

Maybe if a hall is obtained some videos

could be shown and some discussions
arranged.

WORKING FOR THE
AMAZING MR. ATKINS

L et

3

i Industrial investment in the North is as

“ rare as army intelligence. Recently, an

| American-owned firm--EUROWELD-

" (who make most of their profits by
supplying pressure vessels to the nuclear
industry)- d a £1m. i
programme at their Balfast factory.

The investment, we were assured, was to
the benefit of everyone. Mouthing to
Atkins, the Euroweld chairman said in
October...’l can think of no more unbeat-
able kination than labour,

and government working together’.
Indeed! 4 weeks later it was discovered
the ‘investment’ was to semi-automate the
production process, and now redundanci
are planned, NOT jobs as promised.

The workers are now threatening occupat-
ion. We hope that this militant stand will
be accompanied by a more social aware-
ness of the products they produce.

Again in Nov., an £18m. investment in
Shorts has been heralded as great news
for the skilled work-force of Ireland.

The money is partly government (taken
from people) and partly ‘commercial in-
vestment’ and will be used to increase
even further the war weapons of the legal
RAF. Once again, the Amazing Mr.Atkins
tries to make it sound like a gift to the
working people of Belfast, something we
should be grateful for....more weapons,
more war planning.

Thank you very much, Mr. Atkins.

in connection forthwith™
e in X

CCMMUNITY

FARTS

In September 1978 Lord (if it moves give
it a grant) Melchett revealed that his dep-
artment of Education was making an

extra £100,000 a year available to the

Arts Council on top of its existing
£100,000 budget to promote *Community
Art’ :

The N.L Arts Council set up a Community
Arts Committee with a brief to concentrate
on deprived areas, three development off-
icers were to go out to various community
work agencies and ‘Make' community art.
This idea provided a buffer zone between
the concept of working class/community/
rough inarticulate as opposed to middle
class(sophisticated art. It might have
undermined the whole concept of art if the
two were to meet and might further lead
to ordinary people questioning the role of
art. It meant all those people wanting
money for ordinary people could be safely
directed to the Community Arts Depart -
ment.

Where do the people in the Arts Council
and the Lord Melchetts get their ideas from
ideas designed to distort, confuse and co-
opt any challenge to their power?

From the minutes of the Community
Services Department (a sub-committee of
the City Council):

*“The Director reported that an invitation
had been received from the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon for repre-
sentatives of the Council to attend a con-
ference entitled “The Relationship of
Community Work and Community Arts™
to be held in Caxton Hall, London on
Friday 23rd February 1979. The Comm-
ittee agreed that the chairman and Director
attend the conference and approved of the
payment of the conference fees and app-
ropiate travelling and subsistance allowance

Films are a way of turning money into
light and then back into money. This has

The Gulbenkian Foundation is a right wing
foundation based on the wealth of Gul-
benkian a now rich, dead capitalist who
got his money by exploiting the Portuguese
people.

The foundation pours millions of pounds
into all sorts of causes designed to maintair
the status quo (Although it gives money

to radical groups just enough to retain its
credibility) Northern lreland has had more
than its fair share of the money through
one channel or another all contributing

to the counter-insurgency plan.

The Arts Council and City Council for the
past year has been nurturing the comm-
inity arts in N. Ireland. The City Council,
as part of their growing imperialism. stage
managed the scheme to encourage the
painting of murals on walls in various parts
of the City at a cost of £38,000. Art
College students were paid during the
summer vacation to paint wall murals
with the help of local people. The design
for the murals, of course had first to be
submitted to Brendan Henry, senior
community services officer (an old CRA
campaigner, oh how times have changed!)
He would see if the designs were 1o his
liking and would act as a censor if he
throught anything in the drawing was
politically sensitive. ?

These wall murals amounted to a kind of
cultural imperialism. The content of the
murals bore no relation or meaning to
ordinary peoples lives and were done by
outsiders “educated” at the College of Art
which has its own bourgeios conception of
high art and community art. These murals
were executed in deprived working class
areas and would have been unthinkable

in middle class areas. Of course this was
also a handy opportunity by the author-
ilies to eradicate all those nasty political
slogans.

However with the Tory cuts the mural
painting will *go to the wall’. Other aspects
of community art will also suffer mainly
due to the £1000a day upkeep of the mom-
ument to bourgeois culture, the Grand
Opera House.

At the recent opening of the City Councils
‘Community Art’ the Lord Mayor was con-
fronted by a slogan shouting H-Block
picket displaying posters and stickers.
That’s what we call ‘community art’!

largely been the criteria by which most
films are produced by the film ‘industry’

Qccassionally, however people manage to side-
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step this ideology and somehow raise the money
and make films designed 1o communicate, pro-
voke, make a political point rather than make a
fast buck. Usually we had the opportunity of
seeing these films at the Queens Film Theatre,
& the main cinemas see them as politically

mo hot w handle, or they wouldn't make
enough maney. The OFT's main concern was
once to show films of interest rather than profit,

DISAPPOINTMENT

This season, h , the OFT's admini:
Michael Open is content to repeat films first
shown in the city centre, maost of which have
no merit and the ones that have we could have
almady sean {which shows how mbch the QF T
panders to the megrant student avdience rather
than the reguiar film goer).Perhaps its to do
with him playing politically safe, a self imposed
censorship. {To retain the Arts Council's grant?}
COP-OUT

He regarded the film " The Outsider' as tach-
nically inferior. What he really meant was that
it was too politically hot to handle. (It real-
istically protrayed the RUC as torturing scum)
He should take note from his predecessor who
had shown such notable films as “*Battle of
Algeirs” "State of Seige” etc., which played to

_L.i ke all groups, we need money to help us
i our support for the hunger strike.... for
posters, leaflets. stickers, video etc. Help

us to help the hunger strikers.

I you would like to join the B.A.C. or
would simply like to know more, write to:
B.A.C,
cfo 7, Winetavern St,
Smithfield,
Belfast 1. Ph. 25426.

packed houses reflecting the enormous interest
by Belfast people.
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We were all gentle and calm, with malice unknown, with
abstracted peace, Yet courteous to their servility, They
never relate the stories of how they subjected our people
with famine, with murder, and surely with genocide in mind
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conscio
(as distinct from the various anti-authorit-
arian and scattered libertarian elements,
factions, splits, that litter the histary of
other mavements there) befare the 70s,
to pose an alternative to both Marxism
and the rival Nationalisms, things would
certainly have been very different today.
1 hope this doesnt all sound too pompous
. simply keep on keeping on......

ing in mind that there are few people
ver heard of anarghy (&
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communities (not States or sectarian
ghettoes)

All the best.

PHIL RUFF,

HM Prison, Long Lartin,Evesham, Wores.

farm of federalism that is based on region-
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policy. Four years of isalation, nakedness,
semi starvation, beatings, and unbelievable
squalor ensued for the protesting prisoners
as the Brits in trying to paint the prisoners
as criminals actuslly demonstrated to the
world the depth of their political awareness
and comittment to the struggle for liberat-

ian.
In salidarity AIDAN McATEER Long Kesh.
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