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Buildings occupted as
student unrest grows

NGRY STUDENTS have occu-
ed buddings st Laacastcr Uni-
rity and Middicsex Polytechaic
1 protast agaiast el ciscs aod
Hiag standards of tcaching.

The octupations ace the latest
svelopments in & mcw wave of
wdenl uarest caused in part by 1
wortage of moncy which & 1 -
2ec 1hat wme studcnts are going
ungry. The protests bogaa im
cotland eadict this term and yes-
“tday spread 1o four more sites
1l .
The dispute at Lancaster Uni-
=nity began six weeks ago when
1) students went on a reat sicike.
t excalated a weck ago whea scv-
ral hundred students occupied
¢ senate room i the admintsica-
1cn building and slept there over-
Light. On Tucsday. the uamversiy
Hained 2 count ordet for repos-
csiicn of the building. But the
tudents, who insist they are oocu-
wing only the senate room, coa-
inued their occupaticn. Yester-
t2y. they deficd & request from
Andrew Wilkon, the Under-Sher-
11 of Lancashire, to kave volun-
2nily.

Cairin Jones, 2 thicdear b
qudent and their spokesman,
Az “A union mecting on Tucs-

was sitended by more thaa

Qudenis, who voted by an”
~helming majority (@ con-
10 the ocvupation in the (ace of
st action. We are aot looay
Jitics = the pritest is ROL pacty

Kepart by

political. Studcats frwm the Con-
scovative and  Lideral
taking part.”

The Lancaster stwdents ace sa-
€7y that room. reazs on the am-
pus hyve focreasad by 13 per eent
i 8 yeac, and by S per ccat over

cubs are

Ofiver Gillie
wha rury have dependents, acc a0
loager catided 10 bousing bencfit
Of Woorme and the

bolidzy bardship allowance has
been ebolshed.

Eric Britten, 4 spokesman for
the waiversity, said that it would

building at the Cat Hill site oa
Tucsday. Since thea, stafl have
ten locked out and scveral bua-
dred studcats have dept these o
protest at 2 § per ocot ot @
wafl this year, at the s2me thme a3
4 25 per ceat increase in studcats.
Tutors now supervise some full-
time studcats for only three daysa
week (rom 930aca W0 S 30pr, -
stesd of four-aad-s-balf days 4
weck uatd $pa Lo sddition, the

studios -

some-
tirmes two Kudcats have (o shace

the tame wor

find
of staff had been persusded to
take redundancy.
~Studcal aumbers have shot up
but there bas beea 80 extra fund-
ing (or materiaks and equipment.
e baving (o pay an in-
creased levy for the cost of materi-
-

* Jewellery studcats have been
unble to work because a com-

prossac which s aic for
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tack of servicing 1ad a chortage of

ing. and foundation course su-
dents bave been uaable (0 use the
pbotographic  laboratories  te-
cause there bas been oo techni-
caa o help them. Expensive
equipment for screca printiag.
ctching and animation courses is

Ax actistic protest by oae jowellery desten studeat at the polytechake 80t being fully used because of 3

pe

Yesterday, the  occupatica
spread to sites at Treat Park, En-
ficld, Ivy House and Quicksilver
Pisce, as studenis vored o sup-
ot their Cat {ill colleagues. The
protest now invohes humanitics,
langeages and drama studeacs
Engincering students ot Bounds

mmramkk@ywmumwm“m&q«am

Greea ast 10 vote oa the iseue to-
day, which briags (he threat that
all the polytechaic’s 12,000 su-
dents will take action.

David Mchille, the pohytech-
nic’s director, held urgent discus-
sions with ftudents and coursc
heads yosterday. He said: ~The
polytechaic has 2 deficit of £2.6m
0d 50 we had to make cuts (o fve

problems whar that & possible.
“The underlying peodlem is stu-
dent povery. We have soticed a
threclold increase in applications
for the hardship fund Students
have been unble 0 get work over

the summer wnd are coming bac

+ wich overdrafis of £2000 oc more

Whka you c2a't afford (0 €at yo
bocome dissatisfied with cver
thing. The prices in our ¢
are very reasomable - wc
meaks for £1.20, but studeants .
plaincd. S0 we have now
duced a meal of the day it
than €1.7

S wan

Crisis meeting fails to win assurances over complaints

Frustrated students
take over Pol

By faul Francls

SEVEKAL  hundred
(rustrated  students be-
gin what they claimed
would be an “indefinite™
sit-in at Middlesex Poly-
echaic’s Cat Hill site in
Cast Bumet this weck.
The students took over
all depanments on Tues-
day in protest at what they
clzim is appalling aver-
crowding, drastic cuts in
crucial tcaching salf and
lack of facilities and equip-
men
The occupation of the art
and desiga faculty folluwed an
abortive 50-minuic loag crisis
mecting Leiween students and

polywchnic director Professor
David Lielvilie o Tucsdsy

marming.
Angry rudents acied afler
failing o win sy essuruaces 8

All deparuments  the facul-
1y were takea owver, sufl
tocked ow and lectures aban-
oncd.

Many of the 1200 saudeats
on cowrses at Cat Hill arc fur-
wout 8 what they ay s the
polytechaic’s falure o re-

toager
down "
A0 b named.

A third year graphic swdent
104 the Press: | now have
on¢ and & half days a weel
with o twior...! should
five. We have reached o
and won ke any more.

Middieses Polysechaic is

here. We feel ket
nid one, who asked

imit

ATRICK Heron's outcry of distin-

ot the pligh: of British 1t | puished departmeatal heads

schools (Regiew Guard- *.(| and the transformatioa ofa * *
an, Noverober 7).is both usd noble museum knw e shop with
andable and nocossary: It 8- ;| 8 “great caT™sre her responsi-
59 entlrely altruisdc Protests [ bility."Tha vandalism {mminent
\ave boen made over many . | ln e histocke Royal College of
wart, oficn by wiose bestable | Art studios, y attached

. 0 s0¢ the mes¢ created by the
oaservadve povernment —.
Tsts teaching tn the schools.
/3t appcars as 310w progress
{ disease from the nwrse's’
a:nt of view locks like a case*

< cuthanasia to an infrequent

il %

i€ the 202! examples of
rally cery i

SN s

ot N,
Faesa
® STUDENTS stage & mess sht-

suruggling 1 overcome & £1.9

million

00 up 10 30 per cent mare Hu-

ve dens (Nis year, In response 1o
government

Crse scceubilly 1o Nghet  +59 Maye WA tce October

educadon. are ot Riny

adequate new premises and [t is

hard to see how study of the art
of palnting

+ | context of the Royal College of
Comyuercial Art.

Richard Hamliton,
Northend. Henleyon-Thames.

THE UNDERLYING reason for
the gathering crisis In the art
schools over the past decade
has been covernment cducation

ficit but has taken

essure W0 in-

can survive {n the

e ST R TR T TR

‘| coatinues to be y

¢ replaced.

with 10m¢ of thelr wamics.”
“We don’ beicve the situa-
tom It as bed Uy say it ls. Martin Pover, NATFHE
lw bave 10 Hive within our and design representative ut *
'.....uuimb«nxm.

palicy. The central teaet ol ihaf
palicy has been tha'require-'s4
0 [ncrease studeat ot

site

scxused su-

ui | Sevng o wholeSeld o |

o

Cat Hill.

mand has meant that the qual-
ity, ln fact the very’ &
art education has boca,

severel!

and!
dam 3,

rectly involved in art educa-
ton; the conscquences
cultural life of the country will
become apparent’over the com-
ing years. The appalling situa-
tion faced by the art schoals -
can no longer be scen In Isal
tion. What is now needed ur-
genty is an independent (n
quiry such as a Royal -

Ry
PATRICK

Heroa's articte per-
tualos two misunderstand-

i

biend tic 10 e smdents’ plight. |
s of exageruiing their "y coacern_is for acade,

slems but sald he -ympamP::a. standardsnot 10 be revocadl, !

S croded by fimancial deci

sions.” said semior leciurcr |

lor
David Watso
Director,

.,
o
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40 on Tuesday moming at the Cat HTil sfte.  Picture by SUE MORGAN. . ':%,%-';
Siace October, abowt  °  Professor Melvilke 1old s sary for some 1ufl 10 I Ak 4’%\0"‘;
1-ime tutors st Cat Hih dents he could offer no pro- The real prodlem is thir'ha P2
e boen axed and B¢ Each-  (pect  of the  situation come upon ui rather mure ¢ %>

ing hours of thase who sur. improving quictly than we anticipaed.” 2.4

vived slashed. Uther lecturers  Acting Dean ot Cat Hill,  StC ot Cat Hill dre ympa. 1 =

the visual arts under attack

Commissioa to look at and No course oc opdon la our
paké tecomméndatioas Faculty of Art, Deslen aad Hu-
manities bas discoatinued

reasons,
a,
Brightoa Palytechnic.

IT 1S obvious that ast schools

ecooomy a3 & whale. We arc

of
had rmduced for internal dis-
cusslon, in which we demon-

strated the hypothetical effect
of the continuation of current

| Pose of the exerclse though,

was to ensure thal we avoided

- | the €17 million deficl(; rather

than schieved iL We remain tn

a strong (inanclal position.

living in a dog eats dog world.
~Adcbate, "Is Art and Design
ucation Dyiag?”, will take

Heroa will be invited to speak
Anyone who would like to at
tend should contact me.
Sherldan Tandy,

Royal Collcge of Art,
London SW7 2EU.

ficld sites.
Students at Trent Park
and the Enficld site, in
Quecnsway, Punders End,
were due fo meet today,
Thursday, 10 vote on pro-
test action
But i the wake of the Cat
il wkeover on Tuciday
there were anempis lo move
forward,
A leadcr, who asked
mot © be aamed. taid the au-
[denes were an, over-
crowdiag because of the
increasing sumber of sudents
nd de financial cutbacks.
“They 1y they've got 1o
fun this place as 8 busiocss.
but ia that case we feel that as
clicats we're not geming e
services we're paying for.
wid

Campus sit-in
in protest over
cash cutbacks

By Mark Cattie

‘THREE hundred students protestir
against cutbacks at Middlesex Polytecl
nic this week staged a sit-in at the C:
Hill campus and threatened (o exten
their action to the Treat Park and E

She pledged e studer
would wy put wnal the s
ioes gare in.

Polytesnic director Profe
so¢ David Melville met s
donts o Cx Hill on Tuesd
afemooa but told them |
could offer 0 prospect of i

o

proeme
Joha Laasdown, actis
dean w Cat Hill, accuscd 51
dones of exaggerading thir pe
blems but 1234 he symparkic
with some of theic woics,
“We don’t belicve the titu
toa is 25 bad they way it »
We have 10 live within o

come wpon ws
quickly than =< snScipaied -



