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ice confront students on the march against student loans at Westminster Bridge on November 24, 1988
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£22,000 fc
demo injur

Duncan Campbell
Crime Correspondent

FORMER student has

been given £22,000 by
the Metropolitan

Police in settlement of

a damages claim for injuries
caused during a police horse

charge on the National Union of

Students’ mass lobby of Parlia-
ment in November 1984.

Maria McAndrew, now aged
24, of Stepney, cast London, was
a student of Knglish at Middle-
sex Polytechnic when she took
part in the protest against stu-
dent loans.

About 15,000 students ap-
proached Parliament from
three directions. Police halted
the marchers on Westminster
Bridge, and mounted police
charged to disperse them.

Scotland Yard said the police
had been pelted with coins,
bottles, and poles and had res-
ponded after demonstrators
refused to disperse. y

Demonstrators said the
charge was unprovoked. Ann
Clywd, Labour MP for Cynon
Valley, who was a witness, said
police horses were brought in
without warning.

There were 69 arrests, and 50
people were charged with pub-
lic order offences. More than
100 — students and police
were injured.

Mrs McAndrew, who brought
the action in her maiden name,
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Franklin, had been
with her father at the
crowd of students i
County Hall, home ¢
mer Greater London (

“We heard scream
rumbling noise, and
reaction was to turn
she said. “Burt it wasn
for people to get o
way.”

She was trampled t
horse and had emery
gery on her left leg, w
hoof-shaped scar. She
fered a severe post
reaction.

“No one I have :
heard the police give
ing before they char
Mrs McAndrew, who
a public relations firm

“l believe an inqui
be held without dela
use of horses and otl
employed by the polic
onstrations.”

She started her acti
diately after she left
and the case was d
listed for trial when ¢
was reached. She
given her legal costs
£12,000.

Her solicitor said
that the police had di
their own guidelines
ing into a crowd tha
means of escape.

Scotland Yard confl)
a settlement had been
The police do not
liability.



